
MODEL PRINT SHOP. 

Located at Washington and Con
ducted by Uncle Sam. 

Soon It Will Be Honied In a Magnifi
cent New Home—Work Done at 

the Government Printing 
Office. 

PERHAPS the most complete 
printing and binding plant in 
the world is the government 

printing office at Washington. At 
present this grand establishment is 
housed in 'an antiquated structure, 
With branches in the various execu
tive departments, but before the 
close of the present fiscal year it 
Will occupy one of the finest build
ings in the capital city, with a front-
age of 175 feet on North Capitol 
street and 480 feet on G street, and 
a height of 175 feet from curb to 
cornice. 

Before entering into a detailed de
scription of the new edifice, it might 
be well to consider the importance 
of the government printing office 
and the amount of work done by it. 
According to figures supplied by 
^on. F. W. Palmer, public printer 
of the United States, the total floor 
Epace occupied by the office and its 
branches, at the present time, is 
242,500 square feet. The new build-
'n2> now nearing completion at a 
cost of $2,000,000, will increase this 
area 377,200 square feet. The num
ber of employes is, in round num
bers, about 4,000, divided as follows: 
Executive officers, 42; main compos
ing room, 824; bindery, 885; main 
press room, 217; job press room, 100; 
job composing room, 10G; electro
type room, 90; specification room, 
271; folding room, 665; congression
al record room, 100; chief engineer's 
division, 55; branch in treasury de
partment, 97; branch in library of 
congress, 67; branch in department 
of interior, 33; branch in navy de
partment, 31; branch in department 
of state, 32; branch in war depart
ment, 27; branch in department of 

_ agriculture, 17; public documents di-

of inquiry upon the destruction of 
the battleship Maine in Havana 
harbor. This publication consisted 
of 298 pages of text, 24 full-page 
engravings and one lithograph in 
colors; and although the originals 
of the illustrations were not in the 
possession of the office until three 
o'clock p. m. of March 28, and the 
manuscript of the text was not re
ceived until six p. m. of the same 
day, complete printed copies, in pa
per covers, were placed upon the 
desks of senators and representa
tives by ten o'clock the following 
morning. 

In planning the new printing office 
the architect, by the advice of the pub
lic printer, has paid particular atten
tion to light and ventilation. Light is 
supplied by a thousand windows, many 
of which face a spacious inner court, 
with additional ventilation from a 
complete exhaust system. Heat is 
supplied by the latest system of di
rect-indirect steam. 

Architecturally the building is ona 
of the finest specimens of the steel 
skeleton class. The metal framing, 
which represents a weight of 6,000 
tons, is completely covered by fire
proof material. The brick is of the 
best variety, including a large quan
tity of the white enameled kind, to be 
used for dadoes around the room walls 
and for lining stair and elevator wells 
and toilet rooms. The edifice will con
tain 118,000 square feet of granolithic 
and asphalt pavement and 14,500 yards 
of concrete. All the "baseboards" will 
be cast iron, and this metal will also 
be employed for door and window 
frames. The roof framing is of steel, 
and on this will be placed a covering of 
glazed tile, to produce a harmonious 
color scheme. The building will be 
seven stories, with storage rooms in 
the basement. 

Lieut. John Stephen Sewell, of the 
United States engineer corps, who has 
charge of the construction of the new 
printing office, reports that it will be 
finished during the present year, and 
within the authorized limit cost. The 
last sentence is a powerful argument 
for those who advocate the erection 
of all public buildings under the su
pervision of army engineers and de
nounce the employment of profes
sional contractors. 

TROUBLES OF J0BS0N 
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NEW GOVERNMENT PRINTIN G OFFICE AT WASHINGTON. 

vision, 40. The rest is employed in 
miscellaneous divisions of the serv
ice. 

The number of presses in use is 
127, the output of which is 1,000,000 
impressions per day of eight hours. 
Among these presses is a wonderful 
piece of machinery, capable of print
ing cards on both sides from a web 
of bristol board at the rate of 05,-
000 cards per hour. Equally interest
ing are four envelope presses, whose 
output is 10,000 printed envelopes 
each per hour. 

The total horsepower of the en
gines is 2,500; of the boilers, 2,400. 
The sizes of the electric generators 
are one of 300 kilowatts, one of 187 
kilowatts and two of COO kilowatts. 
There are 251 electric motors in use. 
having an aggregate of 827 horse
power. The quantity of type used is 
about 1,500,000 pounds, or 750 tons. 
The aggregate expenses of the office 

. per year are $4,000,000, nearly three-
fourths of which is paid to em
ployes for labor. 

The quantity of raw material used 
is almost beyond comprehension. In 
one year the office consumed 8,000 
tons of paper; 37,000 pounds of glue; 
4,000 packs of gold leaf for titles 
and decorative purposes; 75,000 
square feet of imitation Russia 
leather; 36,000 skins "law sheep;" 
3,500 gallons lubricating oil; 4,500 
pounds molding wax; 2,500 pounds 
plumbago for electrotyping; 40,000 
pounds printing ink; 6,000 pounds 
sulphate of copper; 7,000 pounds 
thread; 6,000 pounds tin foil; 2,000 
title leather skins; 11,000 turkey 
morocco skins; 6.000 pounds anti
mony and tin; 200,000 pounds bar 
lead; 10,000 pounds bar tin; 11,000 
gallons benzine; 900,000 pounds bind
ers' board; 6,000 pieces book muslin; 
2,600 yatds canvas for covering 
books; 8,000 pounds cast-iron filings; 
13,000 pounds copper battery plates; 
60,000 yards muslin; 10,000 pounds 
cotton waste, and 3,200 tons of coal. 
Number of pages of matter issued in 
4>ne year is nearly 400,000. 

Under the management of Mr. Pal
mer the government printing office 
ft an maintained its reputation of be
ing the best-managed print shop in 
the world. One of the striking illus
trations of the capabilities of the of
fice for executing orders—and on* c< 
which the officials may be justly 
proud—was the printing of the mes
sage of President McKinley trans-
iuitting the report of the naval court 

Several years ago an agitation was 
started to do away with the govern
ment printing office. There is no 
doubt that lots of the stuff printed at 
public expense is not worth the paper 
wasted upon it; but the critics fail to 
take cognizance of the fact that if the 
same stuff were given out to outside 
printers, under a government con
tract, it would cost fully 25 per cent, 
more. As long as congressmen will 
talk, they will insist upon seeing their 
names in print, and government sci
entist and experimenters consider 
themselves entitled to a general circu
lation of their bulletins. A great 
country like ours cannot afford to be 
stingy in the printing bill, nor can the 
government give too wide publicity to 
the utterances of its statesmen and 
the essays of its men of science. 
There may be lots of chaff, but occa
sionally a grain of wisdom is scat
tered abroad by means of government 
reports which enlightens the public or 
brings prosperity within reach of 
farmer, trader or manufacturer. 

The printers of America are justly 
proud of the government establish
ment. First, because it reflects credit 
upon their honorable craft; second, 
because the hints they receive from its 
management are helpful to the con
duct of even the smallest shop. There 
is not a government on earth whose 
printing equals ours; not a single blue 
book which can be compared to the 
most ordinary department report is
sued at Washington. Everything 
about our public printing is perfect: 
The type is clean and clear; the press 
work is just right; the margins re
spectable; the binding neat and sub
stantial, maps and diagrams correct, 
and drawings artistic. 

A famous European royal lady once 
said that she judged a woman by the 
stationery she used. Should the same 
discerning woman judge nations by 
their printing she would pronounce 
the United States of America the neat
est, cleverest and most powerful coun-
try, which, we know, it is. 

G. W. WEIPPIERT. 

Fellow Creature*. 
A tender-hearted youth was once 

present at an Oxford supper, where 
the fathers of those assembled were 
being roundly abused for their parsi
mony in supplying the demands oi 
their sons. At last, after having 
long kept silence, he lifted up hia 
voice in mild protest. "After all, 
gentlemen," he said, "let us remem
ber that they are our fellow-crea
tures."—Argonauts 

Mr. Jobson'a usual method of taking Mrs. 
Jobson to the theater is about as follows: 

About a week before the arrival of the 
show he looks over the theatrical ads. 

"Urn," he says to Mrs. Jobson, in a 
vague, absent-minded tone, "this ought to 
be a good performance," naming the play. 
"Maybe we'll go." 

Perhaps there is no actual malice in the 
indefiniteness with which he makes this re
mark, but the fact remains that he always 
goes right down to the box office on the 
very next day and purchases two seats for 
the performance. He never, under any cir
cumstances, says a word about it to Mrs. 
Jobson, and she has no more means of 
knowing that she is booked for the the
ater on a certain night than she has of read
ing the riddle of the stars. 

When the night arrives Mr. Jobson slips 
upstairs along toward half-past six, while 
Mrs. Jobson picks up the paper. 

Mr. Jobson noiselessly proceeds to get into 
his evening clothes. About half-past seven, 
coughing quite loudly, he descends the 
stairs with his usual heavy tread, and in 
full regalia, and only lacking his overcoat 
and hat, he walks in upon Mrs. Jobson 
(in house jacket and slippers), who is still 
immersed in the news, and gazes at her 
with an expression of the most profound 
amazement. 

"Well," he says to her, raspingly, "are 
you ready?" 

"Ready?" inquires Mrs. Jobson, drop
ping the newspaper in alarm and gazing 
at him in a mystified way. "Ready for 
what?" 

"Ready for what, Mrs. Jobson?" he in
quires of her, in a strained, tense tone. 
"Do you imagine that I'm asking yon if 
you're ready to accompany me to a dog 
fight over at the other end of the Long 
bridge? Didn't I tell you no later than at 
the dinner table this evening that I'd be 
obliged if you'd contrive to be ready to go 
to the theater with me at a quarter to 
eight at the latest this evening?" 

Of course he had never even mentioned 
the matter to her once, but Mrs. Jobson 
is always too wise under such circumstances 
to tell him so. 

While Mr. Jobson is still in the act of 
glaring at her, and mussing up his hair 
over what he calls her "failing memory" 
she is on her way, at a gentle canter, to her 
upstairs dressing-room. After a lapse of 
about two minutes from her departure from 
the sitting-room, and while she is still 
washing her hands and face Mr. JqJ>son 
strides out to the hall and bawls up the 
stairway: 

"Are you ready yet?" 
"In just a minute," Mrs. Jobson calls 

down; and then she rushes through a 
lightning-change toilet such as variety "art
ists" of that description never dreamed of. 

By the lime she rushes downstairs to 
don her wrap she feels certain that if any 
one pin were to give way she would suffer 
embarrassment for the remainder of her 
natural life. 

On the way to the car Mr. Jobson growls 
because Mrs. Jobson is putting on her 
gloves on the street, and he hustles her 
along by saying that they might arrive 
at tiie playhouse in lime to see the final 
line-up before the fall of the curtain on 
the last act, and, altogether, Sirs. Jobson 
feels as if she is running away from a burn
ing hotel. 

Then the Jobsons get to the theater be
fore the orchestra plays the overture. 

Last week, however, in going through the 
pockets of a business suit that Mr. Jobson 
had left off that morning to be sent to the 
cleaner's Mrs. Jobson found two tickets for 
a theatrical performance for Wednesday 
night of this week. Mr. Jobson had quite 
casually told her about a week before that 
he liadt half a mind to take in that show. 
When she found the tickets Mrs. Jobson 
mentally decided that she wouldn't be 
caught again, and that she would for once 
give herself enough time to make ready for 
the theater. 

It happened that Mr. Jobson got to tink
ering with a fountain pen that wouldn't 
work after he'd finished reading the paper 
oil Wednesday evening, and Mrs. Jobson 
perceived that he was so interested in the 
job that he had forgotten all about the 
theater for that night. She didn't men
tion it to him, but at a quarter to seven, she 
silently tripped upstairs and began to dress. 
Mr. Jobson was so immersed with the 
balky fountain pen that he didn't notice 
her absence. At 20 minutes to 8 Mrs. Job-
son, arrayed to the limit in every detail, 
including hat, wrap and muff, walked into 
the sitting-room where Mr. Jobson was 
still fooling with the sii|bborn pen. 

"Ready?" asked Mrs. Jobson. 
"Whn—wha—" Mr. Jobson started to 

say, and then he stopped very short and 
flushed very red. He knew that she had 
found those tickets, and he knew that he 
had to do some quick thinking or she would 
certainly "have it on him." 

"Am I ready for what, pray?" he in
quired, coolly, after a tremendous effort to 
pull himself together. "What's this all 
about? What are you all diked out for? 
Where's the joke?" 

"Why, the theater, you know," said Mrs. 
Jobson, innocently, reaching into her muff 
and producing the tickets. 

An expression of the greatest surprise 
crossed Mr. Jobson's features. 

"Do you mean to tell me," he inquired, 
taking the tickets from her and looking at 
them, "that that infernal pulp-headed box 
office imbecile gave me tickets for Wednes
day evening, when I told him I wanted 
'em for Thursday evening?" 

So far as "getting one" on Mr. Jobson is 
concerned. Mrs. Jobson has about given it 
up. He scurried into his Tuxedo and got 
ready for the theater, declaring that he 
didn't intend to be chiseled out of three 
dollars on account of the stupidity of any 
box-office man, and, to give his case the 
finer point, he lectured the box-office man 
when lie got to the theater for giving him 
the wrong seats. Mrs. Jobson is more than 
ever convinced that, if she ever expects to 
catch Mr. Jobson napping under any cir
cumstances whatsoever, she'll have to re
main up all night to do it.—Washington 
Star. 

Length nnd llreailtli. 
Mr. Braiuer (after the sermon)—Well, 

Mr. Grubsome, what do you think of our 
new vicar's preaching; rather broad, is he 
not? 

Mr. Grubsome (looking at his watch)— 
I shouldn't mind that if he hadn't been 
so long. I'm quite a quarter of an hour 
late for my dinner^—The_King. 

How Slie Helped IIlm. 
"George," said the young wife, "I think 

you said you wanted your two suits to go 
as far as possible?" 

"I think I did," agreed George. 
"Well, I have helped you. I gave them 

to the missionary society to send to the 
South sea islands."—Chicago Daily News. 

Mental Exerel«e. 
Berenice—What is the nature of this 

brain work Cholly has undertaken? 
Bortense—He has made his valet take 

a back seat, and he think? for himself 
what suits he will wear each day,—Smart 
Set. 
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THOSE CUBAN OBLIGATIONS. 

No Promise or Ofillgrntlon Has Evei 
Come from Congrcti* Regardliis 

'l'urill Relations. 

A number of newspapers, especially 
those devoted to free trade, have much 
to say of "obligations to Cuba" and 
"promises to Cuba." When a search is 
made for the text or a specific descrip
tion of these so-called contracts and 
pledges none can be found, and the con
fession comes out that they are only 
implied. It is evident that no promises 
of legislation exist, for congress alone 
has the power to fulfill them, and if 
any had been extended by congress 
they would be part of the official rec
ord. No officer of the government, no 
matter what his rank, can tender prom
ises binding congress to any particular 
course, says the St. Louis Globe-Demo
crat. No president can do more than 
recommend the passage of a law by 
congress. It would be futile and pre
sumptuous on bis part to pledge the 
future action of the legislative and co
ordinate branch of the government. 
Congress itself formally resolved that 
Cuba should be allowed to form an in
dependent government, and has steadi
ly maintained that position. Not an
other promise of any kind can be at
tributed to congress. The Piatt 
amendment defined that one promise, 
with certain restrictions as to Cuba's 
international relations, the limitation 
of its public debt, the maintenance oi; 
an adequate government, proper san
itary measures, future adjustment, by 
treaty, of the ownership of the Isle of 
Pines and the sale or lease.to the Unit
ed States of lands necessary for coal
ing or naval stations. 

Not one word, promised or obliga
tion has ever come from the congress 
of the L'nited States in regard to tar
iff relations with the republic of 
Cuba. Nothing in the Piatt amend
ment touches the tariff. Cuba is left 
as free to frame its own tariffs as 
is the United States. All that the 
free trade raiders who are pushing 
tariff concessions to Cuba can plead 
is that somewhere between the lines 
of our transactions with the island 
dre certain shadowy moral obliga
tions to make a protective tariff in
consistent with itself. There are no 
promises to Cuba unredeemed, and 
no obligation except such myths as 
free traders can manufacture in their 
inner consciousness. On Monday next 
the electors chosen throughout the 
island in the election of December 31 
last will meet to confirm the choice 
of president, vice president and sen
ators. The lower house and provin
cial governors have already been 
named by the direct vote of the peo
ple. The republic of Cuba is perfect
ly free to pass a tariff law of Us 
own. It has made no promises to vis 
on that score, nor is it likely to rec
ognize any obligations in that re
spect save to consult its own inter
ests. 

The United States has had some 
little experience with other countries 
in reciprocity treaties, but never yet 
has it singled out a particular for
eign nation as a special tariff favor
ite. Is the republic of Cuba to be a 
foreign country? Such, assuredly, is 
its own and our understanding. It 
will have its own executive, legis
lature and judicial government, its 
own diplomatic representatives and 
absolute legal power over its tariff 
laws. No governmental obligations 
affect tariff policies on either side. 
As for commercial considerations, 
Cuba can only settle them adequate
ly by asking for annexation. If we 
cut the duty on imports from Cuba 
as a particular gift to Cuba, we de
part from all national precedent in 
dealing with a foreign country, and 
admit to a protective tariff a variant 
idea that will be used, and is intend
ed to be used, to discredit the prin
ciple of protecting American indus
tries. Free traders know the value 
of this entering wedge, and are ex
erting themselves day and night to 
destroy the consistency of the Ding-
ley law by tearing a free trade hole 
through it by means of wholly ex
ceptional tariff concessions to Cuba. 

DEMOCRATIC FARMER TURNS. 

A MODERN COURTSHIP 

BY MARTIN INGL.IS. 

March 4, 1900.—Dear Miss Violet: I won
der whether you would be good enough to 
let me know the name of the shop where 
your mother gets her bacon? She was tell
ing me about it on Sunday, but I have fool
ishly forgotten the name. I remember think
ing I had seldom tasted such excellent ba
con, and, as my mother is extremely par
ticular about what she eats, I want to get 
something really good. 

We have, I am sorry to say, been hav
ing a great deal of trouble with our servants. 
The cook your mother recommended to me 
turned out a failure, and we were forced to 
dismiss her. She was really so lazy and un
tidy that the other servants co»!d not put 
up with her. Perhaps you know of an
other? 

If you are kind enough to answer these 
questions, will you at the same time let 
me know what day would suit you for me 
to call and see you alone? I think you may 
have guessed what I want to say. 

Either Monday or Thursday afternoon, or 
Friday morning at 10:30 would do for me. 
I should prefer Friday, as the other two 
days I have only 20 minutes to spare. 

With many apologies for troubling you, 
believe me, yours sincerely, 

HERBERT JACKSON. 

QUESTION OF THE TARIFF. | 

GronmllcNM Fours of Protectionist 
Leaders Concerning!? tile Agi

tation of It. 0 

LETTER II. 
May 14, 1900.—Dear Mr. Jackson: I am 

afraid I have been a terribly long time an
swering your letter, but my married sis
ter has been staying with us, and I have 
been extremely; busy going about with 
her. 

The bacon shop is Wilson's, in Market 
street. Mother says that if you mention her 
name you are sure to be well attended to. 
She thinks she knows of a cook to suit you, 
Sarah Hudson is her name. She was with 
us two years ago, and on])' left because we 
were going abroad. She is extremely clean 
and hardworking, and would, I think, suit 
your mother well. If you would fix a day, 
mother would send her to see you. 

I see you say in your letter that you wish 
to call and see me alone. I shall be at home 
on Monday morning at 11 and free till 11:30, 
when I am interviewing a parlor maid. If 
this would not suit you, could you come to 
lunch on Wednesday? I shall have a cousin 
lunching with me, but I dare say you would 
iot mind this, i am afraid these are my 
only free days. 

I hope my delay in answering your letter 
has not caused any inconvenience. Yours 
sincerely, 

VIOLET OSBORNE. 

LETTER III. 
Aug. 13, 1900.—Dear Miss Violet: I was 

sorry that I was unable to come and see 
you in May, but I had to go up to see about 
an uncle's will, and since I came back have 
not had a moment to spare. 

I think you must know that the object of 
my proposed visit was to ask you to be
come my wife. If you find this possible, 
will you let me know, so that I may come 
and see you? Any day this week before two 
?. m. will do. I shall so much enjoy seeing 
you again, as we do not seem to have met 
t'or a long while. 

My mother has tried Wilson, and finds 
the bacon excellent. It was so kind of your 
mother to recommend that.cook^- We did 
not engage her, as her cooking was a little 
too fanciful for our small menage. 

Hoping, Dear Miss Violet, that I may soon 
hear from you, believe me, yours sincerely, 

HERBERT JACKSON." 

Lifelong? Party-Worker In IllinolM 
Joint! the Republicans nnd 

Gives Rensons. 

W. T. Bucks, of Galatia, 111., a farmer 
and lifelong democrat, and for a num
ber of years prominent as a worker in 
the party in Saline county, has severed 
his connection with the party and will 
hereafter affiliate with the republic
ans. In explanation of this move, says 
a special dispatch to the Chicago Inter 
Ocean, Mr. Bucks says: 

"My reason for severing my connec
tion with the democratic party is be
cause as a farmer I have noted the dif
ference in prices between democratic 
and republican administrations, which, 
it seems to me, would convince any 
farmer that, the republican administra
tion is far better for liim. So long as 
the republicans run this government as 
they now are, T am with them, first, 
last and always. 

"There are some of my democratic 
friends who will say that the scarcity 
of crops the past year raised the price. 
This is true as far as it goes, but had it, 
not been for the republican protective 
tariff law the foreign countries would 
have supplied this shortage at a low 
price, and as a matter of fact we would 
have had to sell our farm products at 
the same figure, no matter how scarce 
our crops, and as a consequence we 
would have starved. But the tariff law 
shuts out foreign competition, and 
when our crops are short the prices 
rise sufficiently to carry the farmer 
over another season. No, sir; no more 
democracy for me." 

"The war taxes will soon be a thing 
of the past, thanks to republican finan
cial management.—St. Louis Globe-
Democrat. — -

LETTER IV. 
Oct. 20, 1900.—Dear Mr. Jackson: I fear 

I have been an unpardonably long time ifi 
answering your letter, but we have been 
lettling in with an entirely fresh set of 
servants, and you know what that means. 

I have stupidly mislaid your letter, but 
think I can remember its contents** If I 
have delayed answering it, it is not because 
I was not much touched and flattered, but 
because I really have had no time to do 
anything. I am now at leisure again, and 
shall be delighted to see you if you still wish 
to come. We shall be at home Sundays and 
Tuesdays till Christmas. 

We had a visit from your Aunt Sophy the 
other day, and were glad to hear your moth
er was quite well again. I hope this cold 
weather won't upset her. Yours sin
cerely, 

VIOLET OSBORNE. 

LETTER V. 
Dec. 30, 1900.—Dear Miss Violet: I have 

a terrible confession to make to you. When 
I received your letter I put it unopened in 
my pccket intending to read it at lunch 
time. 1 was, however, so busy all the morn
ing that I could not find a minute in which 
to read it. On returning home I searched 
through my pockets, only to discover that 
the letter had disappeared. I must have 
pulled it out with my handkerchief and 
dropped it in the street. ^ 

I cannot sufficiently apologize for my care
lessness. It was, you may imagine, a great 
annoyance to me, as I was extremely anx
ious to know its contents, and whether I 
must be condemned to sign myself eternally 
only, yours sincerely, 

HERBERT JACKSON. 

LETTER VI. 
April 17, 1901.—Dear Mr. Jackson: I have 

had some difficulty in deciding how to an
swer your letter. 

You will, I fear, think me extremely fool
ish when 1 confess that I have completely 
forgotten what 1 said when I last wrote. I 
really cannot rcoollect whether I accept
ed or refused your offer of marriage. If 
the former, I suppose I must consider my
self engaged to you. Perhaps it would be 
best if you would write and let me know 
what you wish. 

I think it is only right to tell you that 
Reginald Peynton lias lately proposed to 
me. I told him that I could not give him a 
definite answer till 1 heard from you. Un
til then 1 remain, yours sincerely, 

VIOLET OSBORNE. 

LETTER VII. 
April 18, 1901.—Dear Miss Violet: We are 

indeed in a strange dilemma! I do not know 
how to reply to your letter. 

I shall, of course, be delighted if you will 
become my wife. At the same time, I do 
not wish you to be bound by anything you 
may have said in your letter; it would, I 
think, be best if we allowed it to sink into 
oblivion. 

I have been offered a post which woultl 
take me away for five years. It is an ex
cellent post, and I shall probably never 
have such a chance again; but, of course, 
if you would prefer my remaining at home 
I will refuse. I leave the matter in your 
hands, but should be glad if you would let 
me know your decision quickly. Yours 
ever sincerely, 

HERBERT JACKSON. 

Telegram.—April 18, 1901.—To Herbert 
Jackson: Accept post. Have accepted Reg
inald. From 

.VIOLET. 
—Chicago Tribune. 

One of the principal objections urged 
in Washington against the trade con
cessions to Cuba, which are dictated 
not only by considerations of humani
ty, but also by our own requirement of 
larger markets, is that any legislation 
on the subject will "open the tariff 
question." It is not at all strange that 
the leaders of the house of represent
atives should be reluctant to open the 
tariff question, says the New York 
Tribune. It is a difficult issue to deal 
with atbest. No schedules can be made 
without some heartburning, and when 
they are once settled naturally nobody 
cares to raise the ghost. Even the most 
perfect of tariffs at the time of its en
actment in a few years, through com
mercial changes, becomes open to just 
criticism. The original duty on tin 
plate, for instance, was true states
manship, and directly led to the build
ing up of a great industry. So ener
getic, however, have been American 
manufacturers and so fertile tlieir in
vention that now their business would 
not be in the least affected if the duty 
were cut in two. They could not sell 
all their goods at the European price 
and make a profit, but they could com
pete with the foreigner on liis home 
ground with a certain part of their 
product. This and other out of date 
features of the tariff law are perfectly 
well known, but there is no feeling 
aroused over them, and there will not 
be until popular attention is directed 
toward the tariff as<in obstacle to the 
accomplishment of some object on 
which the heart of the country is set. 
Then every abuse, every undue bit of 
protection in the schedules will be 
made a target, and before passions are 
cooled not only will the main tiling 
desired be accomplished, but the whole 
tariff structure may be put in jeopardy. 

The leaders have good reason for not 
wanting to open the tariff question, 
and there is no way by which they can 
throw it wide open more surely than 
by stubbornly refusing to do the ob
viously right tiling by Cuba. The Amer
ican people are interested in this Cu
ban matfer. They feel that a moral 
obligation rests upon them. Their 
good faith, their generosity, their rep
utation before the world as a benefi
cent power dealing wisely and justly 
with its dependents are at stake. If 
congress does not promptly respond to-
their desires great popular indigna
tion is sure to be awakened. Free 
traders will take advantage of it to stir 
up opposition to the tariff in general. 
Already hundreds of people who have 
known and cared nothing about tlia 
tariff arc being led by their sentiment
al interest in Cuba to abuse the pro
tected interests and say that a tariff 
ought to be abolished when it become* 
so much our master that we cannot, 
for fear of disturbing it, pass alitt7« 
simple law to relieve from want a peo
ple whose rescuers and protectors we 
proclaim ourselves to be. If congress 
wants to open the Tariff question let 
it turn a deaf ear to Cuba and the 
American jieople who are interested in 
Cuba. If it wants to leave that trou
blesome matter in peace, it will sat
isfy popular sentiment instead of pro
voking it to impatience with the whole.: 
protective system. 

There is really no reason why Cub air 
concession should precipitate a general-' 
tariff agitation. The Foraker law for 
Porto Rico did not, though it involved' 
more far-reacliing tariff principles and; 
was the subject of bitter contest and' 
widespread controversy. If we cannot 
pass any law like that, proposed foi-
Cuba without opening the tariff ques
tion, how can we pass one rebuilding-
the tariff wall between the United!. 
States and the Philippines? The house-
leaders have already found it possible 
To meddle with the tariff by passing it 
bill to meet the new conditions in the 
Philippines, and the excuse that the 
conditions in Cuba cannot be dealt 
with without crumbling the tariff 
structure into ruins comes a little too 
late to be accepted. One would think 
to hear such arguments that the tariff' 
was like one of those little glass toys-
of the physicists called Rupert's drops, 
which disappear in powder if the small
est tip of their glazer sur face is broken. 
For our part, we do not believe that 
the protective tariff system is so use
less or so ridiculous that it must be-
kept in a locked case, and that our con
gress cannot, for fear of jarring such 
an idol, promptly and effectively deal 
with conditions which it meets. As 
protectionists we decline to take any-
such view, but regard a tariff as a use
ful and adaptable instrument of gov
ernment, and we should think the pro
tectionist leaders in congress would 
be the last men in the world to avow 
that they could not do their obvious 
duty to Cuba for fear the tariff could 
not stand the strain. 

DRIFT OF OPINION. 

ICTMost of the democratic meetings 
held these days are presided over liy-
coroners.—Indianapolis News (Ind.). 

CUncle Horace Boies, of Imva, 
shows signs of returning animation. 
He wants to succeed Speaker Hender
son in the house of representatives.— 
Cleveland Leader. 

E?"Tlie democrats who want to reor
ganize their party are not making-
much headway in the creation of new-
issues. Why, instead of simply oppos
ing what the republicans favor, don't 
they offer something in the way of 
legislative suggestions? — Cleveland 
Leader. 

ICGerman-Americans are very inde
pendent voters, and it would not be 
surprising if Congressman Wheeler's* 
speech making contemptuous allusions-, 
to Prince Henry should cost the demo
cratic party thousands of votes. The-
democratic organ in this city says 
Wheeler "came very near hitting the 
nail on the head."—Indianapolis Jour~ 
mil. •: -~-i. 


