
LIES WITH CONGRESS 

Attorney General Knox Tells How 
to Control Trusts. 

Points Out some of the Evil* of Com-
r 

bineu find l'roposcn VnrlouK Meth­
ods of Supervixion—Safety in 

Conimoit Lnw. 

In an exhaustive address upon "The 
Commerce Clause of the Constitution 
and the Trusts," before the Pittsburg 
chamber of commerce Tuesday night, 
October 14, Attorney General 1'. C. 
Knox declared that the power to regu­
late trusts lies with congress. The 
further power, he maintained, rests in 
the common law, which lie said was al­
ways jealous of monopolies of public 
necessities in any form. Air. Knox 
spoke as follows: 

"Great  combinations of capital ,  now num­
bering thousands,  are the Instrumentali t ies 
of mouern commercial  activity.  Their  num-
toer and size alone appal no healthy Amer­
ican.  No right-thinking- man cesires to im­
pair  the efficiency of the great  corporations 
as instrumentali t ies of national  commercial  
development.  Because they are great  and 
prosperous,  Is  110 sufficient  reason,  for their  
destruction.  That there are evils  anc1  

Kbus<s in trust  promotions,  purposes,  or­
ganizations,  methods,  management,  a  no 
effects none questions,  except those who 
l iavo proli teci  by those evils .  That ai l  or  
«ny of these abuses are to1  be found in every 
large organization called a  trust  r .o one 
•would assert  who valued his reputation for 
*ane judgment.  

"The conspicuous1  noxious features of 
t rusts  existent  and possible-arc these:  Over­
capital ization.  lack of publici ty of opera­
t ion.  discrimination in prices to destroy 
competi t ion,  insi i l l iclent  personal,  respon­
sibil i ty of ofl lcers ar .d directors for corpor­
ate management,  tenctncv to monopoly 
audi lack of appreciation,  in their  manage­
ment of their  relat ions to the people,  for 
whose benefi t  they are permltteci  to ex­
ist .  Overcapital ization is  the chief of these 
uno the source from which the minor ones 
How. 

Some Remedies Proponed. 
"Corporations audi joint  s tock or other as­

sociations,  cept-nding upon any statutory 
law for their  existence or privileges,  t rad­
ing beyond their  own, s tates,  should be re­
quired to do business in every state ar.d.  lo­
cali ty upon precisely the samo terms ana 
condit ions.  There should1  be r.o discrim­
ination in prices,  no preferences in service.  
Such corporations serving the public as car­
riers anci  in similar  capacit ies should be 
compelled! to keep the avenues of commerce 
free and: open to al l  upon the same terms,  
and to observe the law as to Its  injunctions 
against  st if l ing competi t ion.  Moreover,  
corporations upon which the people depend 
for the necessaries of Hfe should be re­
quired.  to conduct their  business so as reg­
ularly and reasonably to supply the public 
needs.  

"They should be subject  to visi torlal  su­
pervision,  anc.1  full  and accurate informa­
tion as to their  operations should be mace 
regularly at  reasonable intervals.  Secrecy 
In the conduct and.  res-ults  of  operation is  
urfair  to the nonmar.aglng stockholders. ,  
and should,  as well  for  reasons of s tate,  be 
prohibited by law. If  these serious evils  
ure eraclcated and a higher measure of ad­
ministrat ive responsibil i ty required in cor­
porate officers,  a  long step would be taken 
towarcJ al laying the reasonable apprehen­
sion that  the unchecked! aggression of the 

.  t rusts  will  result  in practical  monopoly of 
the important  business of the country. '  

The attorney general then took up 
the question of the power of the gov­
ernment t.o regulate trusts, citing the 
constitution and' legislation enacted 
on the subject. lie continued: 

"If  congress unucr i ts  power to regulate 
Interstate commerce may utterly destroy a 
combination anr-i  forfei t  I ts  property ir .  in­
terstate transit ,  us the Sherman act  pro­
vides.  because It  restrains such commerce 
11 seems reasonable to sav that  i t  can in the 
exercise of the same power deny to a  com­
bination whose l i te  i t  cannot reach the priv­
i lege of engaging in interstate commerce 
except upon such terms as congress may 
prescribe to protect  that  commerce from 
restraint .  Such a  regulation would oper­
ate directly upon commerce and only indi­
rectly upon the Instrumentali t ies and op­
erations of production.  If  the Sherman act  
exhauste the power of congress over mo­
nopolies. ,  the American people l indi  them­
selves hopelessly impBter. i t ,  facing a  si tua.  
t lon fraught with the most alarming pos­
sibil i t ies,  with which neither the federal  
nor state governments can cteal .  

Power Must Lie Somewhere. 
"Plainly,  the power must reside some­

where,  ei ther in the nation or in tho states '  
reservations;  but  the effect  of presen.t  
-doubts is  to create a  dilemma under which,  
apparently,  al l  power vanishes.  Conceding 
that  the present law is not  effective through 
out the si tuation,  we come to the final  al­
ternative:  May not coiigTess,  under theex-
ist ing consti tutional  grants,  amend and ex­
tend the law, and thus remedy i ts-defects 
and so effectively regulate national  ar .c '  for­
eign commerce as to prevent the st if l ing of 
competi t ion,  the regulating of output anci  
price,  and the restraining of national  ar .d 
international-  t rade? If  the answer to this  
question should be in the affirmative,  a  sec­
ond question follows: How might congress 
*o amend the present law? 

• ' I  do not scruple to say that  in my judg­
ment the more a  thoughtful  mlr.d reflects 
on the i irst  question,  the more unhesitat  
ir .gly 'wil l  an affirmative answer be re 
turned.  That regulation by congress in this  
way would int ' i rectly or  remotely affect  
production would be no bar.  The very 
point  of the sugar trust  case was that  a 
consolidated'  scheme of production might 
lead to commerce,  or  might Indirectly or 
remotely affect  commerce,  but  did not for 
that  reason invoke the federal  j>owerovtr  
commerce;  ar .d the Il lustrat ion from the 
converse of t i le  s i tuation is  signil icu.nl  or.  
the point  just  s tated.  

Til lllks CoilSl'OHH IlilJt ItiKlit. 
"Congress  under  t ins  power  p reven t s  the  

impor ta t ion  o r  t r ans 'por ta t ion  of  a r t i c l es  
met?  In ju r ious  to  the  genera l  we l fa re  

Thus  the  l aw sub jec t s  the  movement  o f  ex  
p los ives  to  sa feguards  imi . i  bu rdens ,  abso­
lu te ly  exc ludes  impure  l i t e ra tu re  a r .d  i l l s  
t - . i sed i  ca t t l e ,  conv ic t s ,  ami  con t rac t  l abor ,  
and  sc ru t in izes  , - . r .< i  p reven t s  o r  checks -
many  fo re ign  a r .d .  in te r s t -a to  movements ,  
th roughout  the  en t i re -  l i t -h i  o f  in te rna t iona l  
and  na t iona l  in te rcourse ,  i r .  t he  in te res t  o f  
a l l  the  peop le ,  on  g rounds  of  cummerc ia ! ,  
hyg ien ic  o r  e th ica l  po l i cy .  Who sha l l  sc i  
l imi t s  now,  in  advance  of  a  ca re !  u l ly  f r amed  
anc l  jud ic ia l ly  t e s ted ,  l aw,  to  the  competency  
of  congress  to  regu la te  commerce  in  t i l e -
way  sugges ted  i 'n  t he  exerc i se  o f  the  l eg i s ­
l a t ive  wisdom and  In  the  wid i«  d i sc re t ion  
comi ided  to  i t ?  Who sha l l  say  tha i  the  power  
of  congress  docs  no t  ex tend  so  fa r?  1  th ink  
I t  cWes .  I  am qu i te  su re  no  one  can  now 
gay  tha t  i t  does  no t .  

"Every  cons t i tu t iona l  ques t ion  I s  an  open  
one  un t i l  i t  i s  au thor i t a t ive ly  c losed  by  a  
dec i s ion  of  the  supreme cour t .  

"The  pres iden t  sa id :  in  h i s  f i r s t  message  
he  d id  no t  th ink  the  au thor i ty  of  congress  
to  p ro tec t  the  peop le  aga ins t  the  ev i l s  o f  
t he  t rus t s ' -had i  been  exhaus ted .  The  v iews  
1  have  expressed  a re  bu t  an  ampl i f i ca t ion  of  
hie. 

"Public sentiment Is sufficiently aroused 
and the si tuation is  sufficiently grave to call  
for  the effort  the president is  making to se­
cure an authoritat ive exposit ion of exist­
ing laws' ,  and suggesting addit ional  ones 
to the end.  that  the public mind shall  be 
*et at  rest  and'  these economic questions 
taken from the domain of controversy and 
uncertain;/." 

At this point Mr. Knox reviewed the 
recent cases brought by the govern­
ment- under existing trust- laws, men­
tioning the railway injunction smits. the 
cotton pool cases, the "beef trust'" 
cases, and the Northern Securities 
case. 

•Government Not IlelpIeMN, 

Mr. Knox then continued as fol­
lows: 

"My whole purpose In what T have said 
is  to challenge the proposit ion that  we are 
hopelessly helpless under our system of 
government to deal  with serious problems 
which confront us- In respect  to our great­
est  interests .  Since the radical  quesetions 
of human rights and human governments 
have been sett ler . ' ,  the production,  preserva­
tion and distr ibution of wealth reoeive the 
chief at tention of clvii ize<J peoples.  

"The extent to- which legislat ive control  
over commercial  activit ies should be ex­
ercised is .  of  course,  a  question for legis­
lat ive wisdom. We have the experience of 
the other nations to guide us Ir .  determining 
how far the aellcate and- mysterious rules 
of t rade can be interfered with bv posit ive 
statutes without injury.  That experience 
teaches us that  the least  Interference con­
sistent  with the preservation of essential  
r ights shoulc '  exist .  Arbitrary regulations 
that  restrain free intercourse are usually 
found to be unwise.  Primarily It  is  foi  
the congress to d'eclde whether i t  has the 
power,  ar .d whether anci  to what extent  i t  
wil l  execute i t .  

Safety In the Common lav. 

"The time never was when the English-
speaking people permitted the art icles 
necessary for their  existence to be monop­
olize or controlled,  ar .dial l  devices to that  
end: found condemnation in.  the bnciv of 
their  laws.  The great  English judges pro­
nounced that  such manifestat ions of human 
avarice required no statute to Ceclare their  
unlawfulness,  that  thev were crimes 
against  common law—that Is  against  com­
mon right.  

"I t  is  diff icult  to improve upon the great  
unwrit ten cooe known as the cort^non law. 
I t  cor.dcmns monopoly.  and contracts In 
restraint  of t race as well .  The dist inction,  
however,  between restraints that  are rea­
sonable in view of al l  the circumstances and 
those which are unreasonable- is  recog­
nized ar.u has been followed In this  
country by the courts .  This cdstlr .ct io 'n 
makes a rule that  may be practically ap­
plied,  and preserves the rat ional  mean be­
tween unrestrained1  commerce and- the ab­
solute freediom of conlract-

"A law regulating interstate commerce 
for I ts  protection,  against  restraint  so 
broad as- to cover ai l  persons whose buslr  e« 
is conducted under agreements which are 
in any way or to any extent  in.  restraint  of 
t rade,  might exclude thousands of small  
concerns conducting industries in one state 
from marketing their  products in others;  
but  a  law which only covers contracts and 
combination? in restraint  of t rade as de-
flnec1  by the common law w-oulc 'exclude al l  
hurtful  combinations and conspiracies.  
Congress can.  if  i t  sees ft t ,  adopt the schema 
of that  law." 

LOOK OUT FOR 1902. 

Indication! I»ol«t to Republican Vic­
tory,- lint Continued- AYorlc 

In l\ece»*ary. 

The duty of the republican party is 
to win in 1902, and to attend to 1904 aft­
erward. A week or two ago Joseph II. 
Ma n ley, Maine's member of the repub­
lican national committee, said that 
while the republicans would be ex­
ceedingly likely to carry the country 
in 190.!, it would be better for them in 
1904 if they should lose this year. His 
idea was that, the democrats, if they 
should carry the hou.se of representa­
tives this, year, would so thoroughly 
disgust the people between the meet­
ing of the- next congress' in- December 
190.1, and the election in 1904 that the 
republicans1  would be sure to sweep 
the country in the latter year. 'J he 
same thing has been said by other re 
publican politicians and by a-few re­
publican newspapers. This is a new 
position for republicans-t.o take. Here­
tofore every republican of any promi­
nence or influence has always taken 
the ground that-it was his party'* duty 
to win in every canvas* in which this 
was possible, says the St. Louis-Globe-
Democrat. 

Of course, a democratic victory' for 
congress in 1902 would be likely to 
bring all t 'he elements of the republi­
can party into harmony immediately. 
But. the risk of a democratic victory 
would be too great, for therepublieans 
to hake. The country has an interest 
in the canvass in 1902, as well as in 
that of 1904, and this interes-t demands 
that' the republicans' should put forfh 
their best efforts to hold their control 
of congress. Much important legisla­
tion is to come up in the second half 
of the present presidential term. If 
the democrats should carry the house 
this year all this legislation would be 
blocked. The republicans will have 
the president, and the senate in any 
case, and if the democrats carry the 
house a deadlock will be the result, and 
110 important' legislation of any sort 
caii be'enacted. This is a contingency 
which such republicans as Mr. Manley 
should keep in view. All experiments 
with fate should be avoided tlii« year. 
The- disastrous con-sequences of demo­
cratic victory in- 1S92 are so recent that 
republicans should not invite any such 
calamity again while the recollection 
of this one is so fresh in the popular 
mind as it is to-day. 

All the indications point to a repnb-
lie-an victory in !!)()». Htieh disagree­
ments 11s secni to exist among the re­
publican's 011 the tariff or on any other 
question are more apparent than real. 
They can win if they make a serious 
attempt to win. and probably tlicy will 
do it. So much is at-stake that a re­
publican set back (•!>iyear would lie 
inexcusable. The country is looking 
for a republican victory. It. unques­
tionably wants a republican- victory. 
A democratic triumph in November 
would give rise to a fear of a demo­
cratic victory in 1904. and the calami­
tous consequences' of siie-li a tiling can 
easily be guessed. The count ry a t t his 
t ime is having a greater degree of pros­
perity than was ever before known. 
Wages are high, and everybody who 
wants work lias it. A victory for the 
democrat-* in tlie approaching election 
would disturb this state of things. It 
would check enterprise, make capital 
distrustful of the future, and sla.'t:vn 
all sorts of business activities. A 
rousing republican victory is what, the 
country demands in November, and 
this- is- what the republicans can fur­
nish if they rise to the level of theit 
duty and opportunity. 

A GREAT PRESIDENT. 

Hooxeve.lt Han Proven IllmNelf Cau-
tlou» and Connervutlve, l'atient • 

.. .  and Steadfaat. / 

Those who have imagined Theodore 
Roosevelt to be Impulsive in temper or 
rash in action have only t-o consider 
his conduct of the last, few weeks to be 
convinced of their error, says the Chi­
cago Inter Oc-eaa. 

By his intervention in the coal strike 
the president was doing his duty—not 
a duty enjoined upon lmn by the letter 
of the law, but inherent in his office— 
the duty of every chosen magistrate 
of. the people to take heed of the peo­
ple's- welfare—the, duty of a chosen 
leader to lead. 

In the discharge of this plain duty 
Theodore Roosevelt found his motives 
maligned, his- mandate from the peo­
ple denied, his good intentions scouted, 
his benevolence flouted, his guests in-
suHed in his presence, his appeals wan­
tonly disregarded, the dignity of his 
office trampled upon and his purposes 
insolently defied. 

If Theodore Roosevelt had been 
really impulsive, rash, liasty or head­
strong here was a situation in which 
those qualities would have-appeared. 
No impulsive man, 110 man withoutthe 
fullest control over himself, would 
have endured these affronts to himself 
and t 'o the dignity of hisigreat office. 

If Theodore 'Roosevelt had for one 
instant forgotten that he was presi­
dent of the Un-ited States and as such 
must be ever ready to sink personal 
consideration and to make any indi­
vidual sacrifice for the public good, he 
would have resented the-se affronts 
with every one of the vast and multi-

DON'T FORGET 1892. 
• 

Democrat* Striving to Lead the Peo-». 
pie Into a Repetition of the Griev-

om Mistake of That Year. 

Exactly ten years ago the majority 
of the people of the United States-was. 
being misled into the disastrous blun­
der whose results were for fo.nr years-
thereafter a source of constant and 
deep regret to thousands of honest 
voters who had permitted specious 
misrepresentations temporarily to 
overcome their intelligence and good 
judgment. 

Believing that memory" is- short 
enough already to have left- behind the 
bitter-experience of those years, the 
democratic party is seeking to mislead 
the people into a repetition of their 
grievous mistake of a decade ago, say* 
the Albany Journal. 

Then the cry was that "the tariff ii 
a tax." Now it is, that the tariff is the 
"mother of trusts." Then the specious 
argume.lj.tt was that the equivalent of 
t 'he respective import duties was ad­
ded to the prices of the commodities 
upon which duties-were imposed. Now 
it is that the tariff is enabling the great 
Indus-trial combinations to exist, thai 
they are oppressing and robbing the 
people—the statement is made gener­
al; specific instances'are never cited— 
and tbat therefore the combinations 
should be destroyed through abolition 
of the tariff. 

It is in order at. this time, when an­
other attack upon the protective sys­
tem is being made, for every American 
citizen to think back to the time when 
the Wilson law had removed part ot 
the tariff that had been falsely de­
nounced as a tax. Commodities be-

MESH WAR STOBIES 
• —H1--M 

How Gen.-.Rosecrans Was Notified 
" " - of His Promotion. 

A Surprise Which Delighted the Old 
Warrior a« Well as His Friends 

-Unique Forasiug 

Expedition. 

4 4 
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"JUST WHAT I WAS LOOKING FOR." 

plied powers- which the people have 
placed in his hands. 

But the president saw that here the 
vital interests of the American people 
could not be served by a San Juan 
charge—that the solution of this-prob-
lem demanded not only courage and 
resolution, but also tact and infinite 
patience. 

And Theodore Roosevelt, whileabat-
mg mi jot of resolution, was patient 
and long-suffering. He demeaned him­
self as became the chief magistrate of 
the prudent, patient, and law-abiding 
American people. Having defined the 
issue unmistakably — having shown 
the people the cause of their suffering 
—he waited. He could afford to wait, 
and he kniew how to wait. 

And h.e won- He vron for h imself and 
for all the people. He won absolutely, 
completely, and without conditions. 
He won not by using the vast powers 
of his great office. He won by direct­
ing straight at the point of resistance, 
and by maintaining upon th^t, point, 
the unceasing and unrelenting pres­
sure of public opinion. 

No ras-h, ha-sty, or impulsive man 
could have won such a victory by such 
means. Only a cautious, patient, con­
servative, steadfast man—a man great 
enough to ignore every provocation—a 
man strong enough to refrain from 
using his strength—could have won 
such a victory. 

And by that, victory Theodore Roose­
velt has- approved himself not only-
courageous but.cautious-, not only res­
olute but patient, not-only fearless-but 
devoted to his people's weal, as strong 
in endurance as in act ion—a great pres­
ident. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

C?"They are saying that the only 
skillful riding performedi in Tom 
•Johnson's circus is when he straddles 
the silver question.—Galveston News. 

tcrilas anybody heard of any prom­
inent democrat, official or private citi­
zen, politician or otherwise, trying to 
settle the strike?—Indianapolis Jour­
nal. 

t?W( gather from Editor liryan's 
complaints that he was ambling along 
011 the trail of the trusts when .Mr. 
Roosevelt came rough-riding after 
them and jostled the Nebra ska 11 out 
of the right of way.—Baltimore Amer­
ican. 

If Some of our democratic ex­
changes arc criticising President 
Roosevelt's recent speeches because 
of what I hey term "sacrifice of olli-
cial dignity." Bet ween t he lines, how­
ever, you can discern that they are 
annoyed because lie is playing havoc 
with some of their campaign issues.— 
.Memphis Reveille. 
f  Notwithstanding the tariff war 

which Germany is supposed to be 
waging against American products, 
this country continues to lie a good 
customer of the kaiser's realm. The 
exports from Germany to the 1'nited 
States during the last quarter were 
$31,527,923, an increase of $7,107,953 
over the previous quarter. What has 
become of that free trade contention 
to the effect that protection prevents 
us from buying from or selling to 
other nations?—Troy Times. 

came cheaper, but the people had nc 
money to buy, market values fell still 
lower. No -profits- remained for pro­
ducers, wages- had to be reduced, hours 
of labor shortened, thousands of work­
men had to be discharged, mills and 
factories and furnaces and workshops 
became empty, and from the midst of 
industrial and commercial stagnation 
low prices mocked the mas-ses who 
could not obtain the money with whici 
to make purchases. 

But-one need not dwell on a descrip­
tion- of those conditions. Mere refer­
ence to them will revive their memory 
vividly in all minds. In 1896 the repub­
lican party was welcomed back to pow­
er with open arms- with rejoicing anc 
with the confidence that it- would bring 
back prosperity. To do that was not 
an easy task. In any other country it 
would have been a task of years. But 
the splendid recuperative power of 
this nation came into play, and the re-
institution of republican policies 
quickly had gratifying effect. Pros­
perity returned; it has abided -with 
us, and grown, and is still growing. 

In 1900, the representatives-of the re­
publican party in national convention 
assembled made this declaration: 

"We renew our fai th In the policy of pro­
tection to American labor.  In that  policy 
our industries have been established,  di­
versif ied.  and maintained!.  By protecting: the 
home market  competi t ion has been st im­
ulated'  and production cheapened!.  Oppor­
tunity to the Inventive gcnlns of our peo­
ple has been secured ar.d wages In every 
department of labor maintained! at  high 
rates.  higher than ever before,  and always 
dist inguishing our working people In their  
better  condl^or.-s  of l i fe from thos>e of any 
competing country.  Enjoying the blessings 
of the American common school,  s-ecure In 
the r ight  of self-government and protectee? 
In the occupancy of their  own markets,  
their  constantly Increasing knowledge and 
skil l  have enabled! them to finally enter the 
markets of the world.  We favor the as­
sociated policy of reciprocity so directed 
as to open our markets on favorable terms 
for what we do not ourselves prodiuce,  in 
return for free foreign markets."  

On June 24 of this year. Senator Gal-
linger, speaking 011 his resolution 
"that the phenomenal prosperity in all 
lines of business and industry in t.lie 
United States is largely due to the ex­
isting tariff law, and the best-interests 
of the country demand its continu­
ance," said at the conclusion of his ad­
dress: 

' 'Our friends on the other side are 
looking for an issue. They need not 
worry; the issue is looking for them. 
Prosperity is the issue, and all other 
questions are secondary. The Ameri­
can stand,aril of living*, American man­
hood'and American homes are but the 
sequences of 11 protective tariff which 
brought to us and will continue to give 
us- an unprecedented age of luxury', an 
unparalleled era of prosperity." 

KTThc national debt is now below 
the thousand million point, the state­
ment of September 30 giving it. less 
cash in the treasury, as $957,415,S8T. 
July 1, 18(H), it was 2.773.230,173. Near-
I .V all of the reduction has been made 
by republican administrations.—In­
dianapolis Journal. 

iCSenator llanna made short work 
of free trade as a remedy for trusts 
in his Marietta speech: "I have no 
patience to discuss tree trade as « 
remedy for trusts. It is perfect 
—Des Moines Register. 

[Special  Washington Letter .]  

ENTLEMEN, I propose a 
toast to the health of Maj. 
Gen. Rosecrans, the hero of 

the luka." '  
The veterans of the Grand Army 

of the Republic were gathered in 
the national capital; reassembled for 
the last time on earth, probably, in 
the • capital city of the great re­
public wjiich they saved from de­
struction. God bless them! Every 
one of them is a hero brave; every 
one of them S--timber strong that 
made the bulwark-af. liberty and 
union perpetual. 

"We returned to the paths -of» 
peace," says "Gen. Harrison Align, of 
North Dakota, "but every one of us 
has lived in the memories of those 
four years in the tented field, and of­
ten even until this day our dreams 
are of the field, the march, the 
skirmish, the battle, hospital and 
death'u trenches. Yes, we returned 
to the ways of peace, but those years 
of campaigning made us soldiers for 
the rest of our days. You young 
folks could not see it in our faces 
nor in our eyes, but down in our 
hearts we often longed for the old 
days when we might meet 'the boys' 
with whom we stood shoulder to 
shoulder." 

As they came frov north, south, 
east and west, in every group there 
was a songster or a trio or quartette, 
singing: "We are coming, Father 
Abraham, three hundred thousand 
strong." That was a popular song 
40 years ago, in all of the homes of 
the land, as well as in the armies. 
It referred to the calls made by Pres­
ident Lincoln for 300,000 more sol­
diers, from time to time. -And as the 
old boys were gathered here, they 
burnished their memories by singing 
the old song, and many others of by­
gone days. 

And the stories of experience which 
they told ought to be all printed in 
thousands of volumes, for the enter­
tainment of oil future generations, 
and for the inspiration of patriotism 
i / t  tl»« hearts of the young men of 
generations yet unborn. Here is one 
of the best of them all, and it is told 
of one of the best soldiers that ever 
lived, dear old Gen. Rosecrans, whom 
every soldier loved and whom every 
brave soldier knows went to his 
grave with a heart sore, because his 
grand services wer* requited with in­
dignity by a few petty politicians and 
self-seeking coffee coolers who called 
themselves soldiers. 

"I was fortunate enough to be at 
staff headquarters when the dispatch 
came making Rosecrans a major gen­
eral," says Capt. W. Scott Belden, of 
Iowa, who served with gallantry and 
.distinction throughout the war in the 
old Second Iowa cavalry. The great 
statesman, Hepburn, who has been 
foremost in securing an isthmian 
canal, was colonel of that regiment. 

"The dispatch was taken by Quar­
termaster Tighe," continued Capt 
Belden, "and he called several offi-
«ers about him, saying: 'Let us keep 
this from the Old Man until we can 
(jet some shoulder straps made for 
him.' Everybody agreed, and I 
hastened to my company tent and 
called on Steve Woodhurst, a private 
soldier who was an excellent tailor. 
We rigged up a table for him on a 
couple cf barrels. Brig. Gens. David 

blouse and put the dress coat on the 
Old Man and I sawr him glance at the 
shoulder straps as the coat came 
onto his arms. Then -Gen. Hamilton 
completed the sentence: - 'To the 
health of Maj. Gen. Rosecrans, the 
hero of luka.' 

"We drank our commissary whi§^,v 
and cheered.' The'Old Man tried 4' 
make a speech, but he could-H-'t>. He^ " 
was completely surprised, for he dicL 
not know that his skill and bravery _ 
had thrilled the whole country and 
compelled the recognition of a'vre-
luctant department. We all went up 
and ..took him by the hand, and his 
eyes were moist. .  His voice was thick 
with emotion. Finally Gen. Stanley 
read the telegram aloud, and again 
we cheered and emptied our *in-
cans of commissary nectar." 

At the recent funeral of Gen. Rose­
crans, at Arlington National ceme­
tery, Speaker Henderson said: "W7hen 
the armies of Price and Van Dora 

1 -

GEN. W. S.  ROSECRANS. 

S. Stanley and Charles S. Hamilton 
tore off their shoulder straps and 
handed them to the tailor. 

"You must understand that briga­
dier generals have one star on each 
shoulder and major generals have 
two stars 011 each shoulder. Weil, 
Woodhurst took those four stars and 
went -o work. Inside of half ail hour 
he had made a fine set of major gen­
eral's shoulder straps, and then we 
brought liini 'Old Rosey's' dress coat, 
lie sewed 011 the straps, and we sent 
for the Old Man to come 'to a little 
surprise party.' 

"We look the long fly of a hospital 
tent, which stretched about 50 feet 
in length, and under that, with bar­
rels and boards, we snade a long 
table We had about five gallons of 
commissary whisky in the middle, 
and each one of us officers had a tin-
cup in his hand. Each officer had a 
little whisky in his cup, and 1 had a 
plenty in mine. Gen. Hamilton st'ood 
at one end of tho table, and as Gen. 
Rosecrans came in lie raised his tin-
nup, siaying: 'Gentlemen, I propose 
n toast to the health of, '  and there 
he stopped. 

"Gen. Stanley ai»d a couple of other 
officers tore oft the old brigadier's 
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were pressing our lines and ther# 
were symptoms of falling back, Rose­
crans suddenly dashed betw^n tho 
federal and confederate lines like 
the very spirit of war. passed but 
a few steps from wiftf-e I was. I can 
feel his presenoe yet. His hat had 
blown off. Hie firmly-set face seemed 
as tho«ffc he was made for a god of 
bat<Je. Swinging his sword he called 
otit to us: 'Stand firm, my men, for 
your flag and country.' 

'How he escaped, God only knows. 
The very air was full of lead, and 
death was holding high carnival 
along his pathway; yet fearlessly he 
rode into the very teeth of death, 
successfully rallying his men for th# 
mighty struggle before them." 

Capt. Scott Belden, who narrated 
the story of the surprise party at' 
headquarters, has long been a tern* 
perance man, but in army days, and 
for some years subsequently, the old 
soldiers all took naturally to com­
missary whisky, as indicated in the 
story told. One of Belden's friends 
narrates the following about him: 

There was a reunion of the vet­
erans of the Second Iowa cavalry, at 
Anamosa, la., and when Belden ar­
rived he found the boys playing cards 
and drinking ginger pop, sarsaparilla 
and other very unsolderlike bever­
ages. Belden inquired for the whis­
ky, and was informed that in that 
prohibition town there was no whis­
ky, except at a drug store where it 
might be procured in small quantities 
on a physician's prescription. Belden 
simply remarked: "I'm going out on 
a foraging expedition," and inside of 
an hour he reappeared with a big 
tin pail full of whisky. 

He first went to the drug store, 
rushed at the German-American- pro­
prietor, calling: "Give me a pound o{ 
flax-seed, a pint of linseed oil, and! 
a pint of turpentine, as quick as pos­
sible, I must save the life of that, 
horse, so please hurry." 

The goods were hastily prepared^, 
and throwing a ten-dollar bill on th«» 
counter, Belden rushed out sayingt. 
"Never mind the change just novr.-
Time is everything with me." 

Then he went and bought a new tin 
pail, and covered the bottom with 
pure spring water. Hastening into 
the drug store, he shouted: "Pour a 
gallon of whisky onto this turpen­
tine, quick, and I'll save that horse 
yet." Then he added: "Don't stop to 
measure it, just fill up the bucket and 
hurry up." 

The deed was done. The pure wa­
ter looked like turpentine and the 
druggist was unsuspecting. So Bel­
den carried the whisky to the boys, 
and renewed his war-time popularity 
with them. But he wouldn't get whis­
ky for anybody nowadays. 

Col. Harlow A. Street, of California, 
says that Grover Cleveland did not 
treat Gen. Itosencrans with exact 
fairness in his first administration, 
and when Cleveland's second ii6iiiica« 
tion was announced Gen. Denver 
asked Roseneraus what he thought of 
the nomination, whereupon the gen­
eral replied: 

"When I was a cadet at West Point 
our class had a month of holiday, 
camping out. We selected a cook by 
lot with, the understanding that the 
coolc should serve until someone com­
plained and then the complainant 
must be cool). We all had a good 
time for a week except the cook, who 
\itul to remain in camp. One of the 
cadets was a Massachusetts boy who 
liked pie for breakfast. The cook 
made some fine apple pies, and placed 
one of them right in front of the 
Yankee, lie grabbed a big piece, 
pushed half of it into his face, and 
then f pat it out, howling about the 
sickening amount of salt. 

" 'I 'm sorry you don't like it, '  said 
the cook. '.It is the best I can do, so 
you can try cooking for awhile. That 
is good pie. I like it very well," and 
cookie proceeded to cat n piece of it 
himself in the presence of all " 

So Rosecrans, after narrating the 
story, ::aid: "As to the nomination, 1 
must *ay I like it." SMITH D. «-RX. 


