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nons more so than in that of the pro-
fessional burglar.

The second day of my installation as
butler in the house was marked by an
interesting event.  Dr. Squires and |
Miss Stetson hoth appeared at lunch.

This meeting was not premeditated
by my master. It was apparently
purely accidental.

About noon the two visitors appeared
at the house on horseback. My mas-
ter did not sece themn at first. Ile was
smoking in his dressing room when
the elattor of horses' hoofs on the hard,

breaktast.

“Who's
asked.

1 was near the window and,
out, replied:

“Miss Stetson, sir,
man they call Dr. Squires. I've never
met him, but from what John said 1
Judge it i8"—

that coming,
looking

and 1 think the

ter interrupted e,
time to see his face deathly pale.
recovered himself immediately,
ever.

.ll,)l.n
sy 7"

“Yes, sirn”

Then with admirable composure and
with great tact he said:

*Oh. yes; 1 forgot to tell you,
liam, that they were coming
lunch today. Have 3 good lunch for
them at 2.

Then he huorviedly changed lis coat
and appeared in the courtyard in time
1o greet the guests, Through the open
doors 1 could hear their voices.

“Iow do you do. Charles? Ready
for early visitors? [ didn't believe you
were up yet?”

It was the loud. gruff voice of the
doctor. Then a feminine voice said
spologeticaily, 1 thought:

“Good morning, Charles! 1!

how-

Squires and Miss Stetson, you

was out

riding this morning with my man, and |

we met Dr. Squires.  1le insisted that
we should come around here. So 1
consented provided he would promisc
to make you go oif for a ride with us.”

“Yes, thit was the
make my word
ready and got

“Well, 1 hadn't thought of going outl
this morning, but 1 will accompany
you it you will both agree to come
back here and take luneh.™

“That's the man of Dbusiness,”
laughed the doetor. “lle exacis a fee
for everything he gives. e won't even
ride with us, Miss Belle, unless we
swear to return and lunch with bim.
Well, as for my part I agree to it, for
Charles always tempts me with his
good lunches.”

I could not hear the replics as they
moved into the parlor, but 1 knew
enough to convince me that my master
wis very sensitive about his jealousy
of the doctor, and that not even to me
would he admit it

A few minutes later I saw

agrecment, and to

good you must geld

them

going off together, Miss Stetson riding
a fine roan,

with the doctor mounted

“Good mworning, Charles.”
on.a fiery, coal black steed on her right
and iy master on her left with his
ﬁu\' white Arabian mare. 1t wag o
gpec acular sight to wateh them, know-
ing as 1 did something of their lives. 1
avondered which she would select in

ihe end—the black or the white?
Promptly at 2 they returned, a little

and downs in every life, I suppose, but !

gravelly drive attracted his attention, I}
wias passing through thé room at the |
time. removing the remnants of a late |

William?” he |

A sudden exclamation from my mas-
and I turned in
He |

Wil- |
here to!
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and dangerous jobs? There are ups | excellent spirvits,

When the doctor came into the dining
room, I scrutinized him carefully., He
gave me no particular notice, and this
lelt me to myself to examine him. My
distant view through the fieldglasses
had been pretty correct, but on closer
examination he revealed the most dis-
tinet features of his face—his coal
{ black, brilliant and restless eyes. These
| eyes never laughed, not even when he
i was convulsed with merriment. They
were always cold, penetrating and, as 1
thouzht, sardonic. ‘They seemed to
repel and fascinate at once, They eas-
ily dominated everything that came
under their sway.

ITe was talkative and lively to a de-
gree, forming the life of the party, but
thie eyes that so attracted seldom took
notice of me. An uncontrollable desire
' to bave thewm centered on me for an in-
stang to fathem their eaning seized
L e, To accoinntish this L spilled some
of the saluad dressing on his cout sleeve.
e turned o wrachiul look at me, and
[ had one long, steady gaze into those
So intent was 1 that I forgot to
be confused at my mishap. The inci-
dent occupied eonly a minute, but in
thiat short space 1 had read the char-
acier ol the man,

“What sort of servants do you have
here, Charles?’ he broke out savagely
I when the dressing tiltered down from
{his coat sleeve to the tloor.

My master looked annoyed and quick-
Iy apologized.
new man, doctor,
! must overlook this accident.”

The conversation tiowed on freely
after that, and the mishap was soon
forgotten.

Whew
brought.
| cony

eyUs.

“He is a and you

the wine and cigars were
they retired to an open bal-
just off the dining room. Through
the open window 1 could stiil hear
their talk. Most of it was of little
| consequence 1o me, but finally the
words of the doctor made me prick up
| my ears.

“Py the way, Charles, you spoke of &
friecnd of yours having a couple of
| Daune hounds tor sale. Can 1 secure
| them for a nominal price?”

“Yes, 1 can get them and make you
@ present of them. But why do you
| want two more? You have two of the
l finest Danes I ever saw.”

SN O] haven't any."”

*flaven't auy?’ ejaculated both my

master and Miss Stetson,

“No: they are both dead,” rvpli(»d the
doctor slowly.

“\Why, how
them?”

is that? What killed

*“They simply died. My man over-
fed them, | oimagine, and they both

died yesterday of convulsions.”

“1ow strange!”

“No, not strange at all. [ told my
man that he would Kkill them if he fed
them too freely while they got no ex-
ereise.”

“You don’t think he poisoned them?”
asked Miss Stetson,

“No, certainly not. 1 attended them
when they were sick and cut open their
bodies afterward. There was no sign
ol poison in their stomachs,”

Then he made arrangements with my
master to secure the two hounds rrom
his friend.

1 did not listen to the deseriptions of
{ the new hounds or to the terms of the
agrecment. My mind was more con-
cerned about the doctor’s reason for
vonecahing the attempted robbery of

v house.  Why did he lie about the

ath of the two Danes and why did
ne not report the faets of the case to
he police? These were questions that
[ conld not dizmiss from wy mind, al-
1o he convineed that it
such a man as Dr.
Saives to hush up anything like a sen-
sation. It would only attract people
to his workshop, which he waated to
Keep quict and exclusive.

i ho [ i
was o

1l for

CITADPTIIR VIIL
1112 vigits of Dr. Squires
at my master's house
were not as frequent
as I could wish for my
purpose, but this did
not by any means ar-
gue that they did not
meot often.  On the contrary, I found
that Mr. Goddard had almost daily
meetings with the doctor in his oflice
and that the latter was subjecting him
to n course of treatment for the mys-
terious disense that had been inherited

ron cenvEitions,  curiosity to
unesw what this complaint was and
what Dir. Squires was prescribing tor
its cure possessed ne, and (ke my
(its of inquisitivencss) I deter-
d to sotisty it upen the first pos-

oeen st on
out a week after the oceurrence

ated I was ealled into uiy mas-
oont. e had not yet risen from

his Led., and 1 knew by the paiior of
his faee that he was not as well as
usual

*Willinm, I want you to take a note
around to Dr, 1 can-
koep my appointment with  him

for me
1ot

Squires,

{ this morning

“Yos, sir” 1 said, waiting for bim to
sive e further insiractions.

He closed lhis eyves for a moment as
it wincing frem some sceret pain

“I do not feel like writing.” he said
a moment later. *You can take a ver-
bal messaze, Willinn, can’t you?”

“Certainly. [ will repeat it word for
word."

“Well, I believe you are to be trust-
od. 1 have taken a great fancy to you.
My other wan I never felt that 1 could
trust, and, if he had been honest, be
was always so stupid that he would
wot overything mixed up. But 1 think
vou are wifted with more than ordi-

v inteliigence.”

1 simply bowed my head and made
1o comment,

“And as modest as intelligent,” he
added. wiith a faint sign of a smile.

day maybe you ¢an l'!p me in
Lhor way than at present.
hould be delightod to do anything
for you. sir” 1 answered sincercly.
“You will find me faitiifu! enough to
frust with anything—secrets or any-
thing'”

[He leoked long apd inguisitively at
me and then said, with the most im-
perturbsble sinile on his face:

“Do you that 1 sometimes
faney 1've seen face somewhore
before— that is, Lefore you came into
my employinent.”

I knew that this was a test guestion,
d it aceordingly:

“Probably. We often meet faces by
chance in the world and forget them
ominded of them by some later
incident.”

Yes, tirue. You're quite a philoso-
pher, too, William."

“Enough to aceept
without a demur,”

“Well, that is
souetines,

know,

your

L duaswels

life as it cocmes
1 answered.

niore than I ¢an do
But to retuirn to business.

You know that 1 have appolniments
with Dr. Sauires nearly every day.
Well, this is one of the mornings, and

1 do not feel energetic enough to keep
it. Go and tell him that I cannot come
bhefore tomorrow. If he sends any an-
swer baek, remember it and tell me.
That's all.”

e dropped his head back upon the
pillows and closed his eyes. 1 with-
drew as quieily as 1 could.

I took one of the horses from the sta-
Ble which John said needed exercise,
and ! cantered slowly down the road
towvard thie doctor's house. As 1 oap-
prosched it 1 looked with interest at
vitrious objects that had become indel-
ibly impressed upon wy wewory from
the experience of that eventful nizht
when 1 attempted to enter the house.
! Lad by no means given up all idea of
exploring the interior of the haunted
house, but was mervely postponing the
second trial for a wore opportune time,
Meanwhile everything about the prem-
ises assumed some special importance
10 e,

I wished very much to see the inte
rior of the house in the daytime, and
! determined to force an eptrance at

o1l hazards in delivering my message
to the doctor. 1 feared the doctor

would come outside on the piuzza or
that iz servant might insist upon tak-
ing the message in to the doctor. Yo
avoid this if possible, 1 stopped some
distance tfrom the place, hitched my
horse to a tree and approached the
Lhouse on fout. keeping well in the
shadow of trees and shrubberies to
prevent anybody seeing me.

I succeeded so well in this ruse that
i veached the pinzza without being dis-
The bell, which 1 rang, cch
throughout the gloomy interior of
antly that it made
and depirted spiv
hear the
hell had
innumera ble

covered

1
o

thie house so discord

one think of ghosts

1s I scemed 1o

as il the

s|earety
"OUisi IS,

siven the
et to

rats and mice,
bui o moment later 1 was satistied
that the unoise was made by huisan
feet.

The doctor’s servant—a dark, dried
up specimen of @ muimy from India-

glided toward the door, making the
scullling noise with his sandals.  ‘I'he

mwan's eyes were small and beadlike
and his arms and fingers were long and
bony, but they were nevertheless
strong and active. e shuilled 10
wird the door with an anxious loek
on his face. He was evidently dis
turbed Ly the thousht that somebody
had approached the house without at
(racting bis attention.

He refused to open the door more
than a foot and stood there making a
vuttural sound as if trying to ask wmy
srrand,

of' |

*1 bave a wessage for Dr.

said,

e stuck out & long, bony hand as if
to
had,

Squires,”

ke the letter wi

At least
familiar with the Baglich 1. ngti
alzo belleve that lm cou
that his dumbness was merely pretend-
ed. But thoere is no way to make 2
man spealk if le doesn’t want to, or at
teast not under ordinary circumsiancees,
tn a civilized country.

oIt is not a letter,”
beld out his hand for
have a mess
message.”

Iie shook his head and withdrew his
bhand. :

“Let me in, and tell the doctor 1
want to sce him.”

Acain he shook his head and made
an inarticulate guttural sound.

I was getting impatient at the delay
and the man’s stubbornness. Placing
a foot in the crack of the door, 1 held
it so that be could not slam it in my
face.

“I tell you [ have a message from
Mr. Goddard, and I must sce the doc-
tor,” I said in decided tones. **Will
you let me in or must I force myself
in?’

1 could see that the man
quandary. He wanted
osutside while he weut and told the
Jdoctor, but I had no intention of re-
tirtng. Ile motioned for me to remove
my root, but L answered him blandly:

“Not until [ see Dr. Sguires. You
may as well go first as Iast and tell
him that Me, Goddard has sent a mes
sepgeor to see hin.”

Gradually the wrathful, beady eyes
shifted from me to a seat in the hall
e was evidently deliberating upon
the best step to take, and 1 could see
the line of his reasoning.

“Let me stand in the hall until you
o and call him,” I said, “or I will take
that seat there and wait.”

This time my proposition was ac-
cepted. The man shook his head af-
frmatvely, pointed to thoe chalr
then cautiously opened the door. 1
stepped in and made a move to take
the =eat, but I had no intention of stay-
ing in the hall after once gaining an
entrance. When the man turned his
back upon me, I quietly rollowed him
to the doctor’s office. e made sowme
signs to sowmebody in the room, and 1
heard the gruff words of the doctor
as

*\Who is it that Charles has sent?”

I stepped to the doorway and replied:

“I'm his butler, but this copper col-
ored servant of yours refused to ad
mit me. 1 had to force myself in.”

The servant started around as if tc
clutch me by the throat, and the doc-

tich he supposed 1
Le coula hear and was
e. 1

I added as he
some time. 1
age to deliver—a verbal

was in a
me to stand

tor smothered an exclamation that
sounded very much like an oath.
“\What business have you to force
vourself into anybody’s house?” he de-
manded in a rough voice.
“None whatever except that 1 had a
message for you, and this Indian

wouldn't let me in” I answered quick
iy.
“Well, iU's his business 1o keep stran-

out. Those are my
“Then he was
wrong.' T said,
'l withdraw."”
1 tarned my
started for

instructions.
ieht, and 1 was
“and i’ that's the case

the two and
but the words of

back on
the door,

yow to foree your-

Lowy's hoyse!
Iie

and

LOO

had
real-
mueh
mat-

1w aoctor called me back.
fectly himsell
ized wius making
fuss with a servant over a trivial
Ler.
“Llolne,

recoveroed

that he

come, don't get huffy,” e
said pleasantly, “Your sudden entrance
annvyed me, that's all,  What is
message that your master sends?”

He looked at wme thiouzh a pair of
eyveglasses, his  davk, ching eyes

taking in _every me, and for

the

Sl

part of

thie fivst time in my lite 1 felt uncom- ‘

fortable under close sevutiny.
“LLet e see,
spilled  the
aren't you?’
e laughed heartily, as if the inci-
dent amused him,

Continued next Thursday.

You are the man who
salad dressing over mwe,

speak and |

anda |
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Traffic is Stopped.

WORST ELOCKADE CF WINTER.

| Seven Passenger Trains and a Num-

| ber of Freights Tied Up in Wyom-
ing—Wind BElows Snow Off Range.
Breaks Record in Kansas.

Cheyenne, Wyo,, Feb, 18.—The worst
| blockade of the winter was in force
,yehlcnlm on the roads entering Chey-
enne. A strong wind filled all cuts and
trains have been unable to move.
Seven passenger trains and a number
of freights are snowbound on Sherman
| hill, the Cheyenne and Northern is
| blockaded between Cheyenne and
Horse Creek, and the Denver Pacific
is impassable. From Cheyenne east
the Union Pacific and Burlington are
experiencing great difficulty. A high
wind is sweeping the ranges of snow
and stock will be able to get feed.

An average depth of ten inches of
snow covered the plains when a strong
wind sprang up. The cuts were quick-
ly filled. During the night the main
line of the Unlon Pacific was Kept
| apen by hard work, but in the morning
trains became blocked on Sherman
hill for several hours. They were
pushed through to Laramie, Wyo,
where they are now tied up. On the
Chevenne and Northern branch of
the Colorado and Southern, a passen-
| ger train, one freight and several snow
plows are snowbound this® side of
Hartville Junction. The company
hopes to open the road today. On
| the Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri
{ Valley two train lecads of Thirteenth
avalry, en route to San Francisco.
i are snowbound at Lusk. Great diffi-
cuity i Lelug wel in woving lraios
over the Denver and Pacific road. An-
other snowstorm is now in progress
near Medicine Bow and in the vicin-
ity of Rock Springs, Wyo. This will
prohably make more trouble for the
Union Pacific.

Breaks Record in Kansas.
Topeka, Kan., Feb. 18.—The cold
| yesterday made a new record in Kan-

| sas, the government thermometer
| registoring ten degrees below zero.

! The snowfall in the state for the last
|throo days has averaged six inches.
Near Clay Center & woman was frozen
| to death. Reports from western coun-
| ties show a great shortage in coal
supply.

Blizzard Closes Collieries.

Shamokin, Pa., Feb. 18.—The snow-
storm and blizzard which prevailed
last night caused the stoppage ol oper-
ations at all the collieries in this 1e-
gion. 1t will be several days before
i all of the mines will be in operation
again. Railroad and trolley traflic is
greatly interfered with.

RELATIVE OF GEN. LAFAYETTE.

Cistinguished Frenchman to Be At-
tache of Embassy at Washington.
Paris, Feb. 18.—The foreign office

announced the appointment of the

Vicomte de Chambron to be an at-

tache of the French embassy at

Washington.

He is a great-grandson of Lafayette,
was the representative of the Lafay-
ette family at the Rochambeau cere-
monies and is a brother of Marquis de
Chambron, a member of the chamber
of deputies, who is the ranking repre-
| sentative of the family. The vicomte
will sail for New York March 7. Ow-
ing to the recent death of his mother,
the venerable marquise, who was the
head of the family, the vicomte is in
mourning and will be compelled to
withhold from participation in social
evenis for the present.

Split in Bowling Association,

Indianapolis, Feb. 18.—There is a
| possibility of a split in the American
Powling association. Unless the next

| tournament goes to
probable that bowlers of

innesota will

Wisconsin and secede
associatl

league.

\ )
ional
in interstate

bowlers believe

from the n
The western
they are entitled to
mt next year. The Cleve-
hm\l- rg have again changed their
minds and the latest report is that
they are going after the next tourna-
ment with great vigor. The eastern
teams, it is believed, will give their
snupnort to Cleveland Indianapolis
and Chicago delegates hold the bal-
. ance of power.

the lournam

jand

Bubonic Plague on Bark
Palma, Island of Maoiorica, Feh
i The Italian bark [vis, from !“ nsacola,
i Nov. 18, for Marseilles, has put into
| ihe bay of Palma with several of those
ou bhoard suffering from what is be-
lieved to be bubonie plague. Two of
‘ the crew died during the voyage.
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Cuts Are Filled With Snow and |

Milwankee it is |
Towa, |

n and form |

‘ the I'rench ambassador,

it P G
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Republican Senators Agree
That It Shall Be Considered.

LTATEHOOD SUPPORTERS YIELD

T 1

I

Colombian Protocol
Requisite

May Have All
in Executive Ses-
sion—United States Accepts Canal
Company's Offer.

Washington, Feb. 18.—The Repube
lican senators held a caudis yesterday
and decided to have the senate con-
tinue consideration of the Panama
canal treaty today and on future days
unless the treaty shall be disposed of.
This result was reached after an hour
and a half’s discussion of the legis-
lative situation in the senate. The
conclusion reached was unanimous.
The understanding is that the state-
hood bill does not lose its advanta.
geous position in the order of business
when the senate is in legislative ses-
sion. The Republican supporters of
the statehood bill agree not to antag-
onize a motion for an executive ses-
sfon to consider the canal treaty, nor
to make any obiection to the prolonga-
tion of such sessions to any extent
necessary to secure ratification. The
caucus was onened by a statement
by Senator Allison, chairman of the
steering committee, giving as the con-
clusion of the committes that the Pan-
ama treaty should be ratified before
adiournment of the present session.

After a lengthy exchange of views,
during which some qunite hot remarks
were made as to the desirability and
possibility of securing a vote on the
statehood hill. the senators on hoth
sides adonted a more conciliatory
tone toward one another. The friends
of the treatv consented not to press
the motion a< 3auch and the statehood
advoecates vielded one hv one. Senator
Qnav heine the last one to eive M.

Consennently, adionrnment
was the announcement was
made that aftor the clpse of the ron-
tine hnsinesg Senator Onav
shonld mava to @0 into everntive ses.
aion and that none of the Rennhlicans
shonld onnn=e the motion and that
consldaration of the treaty shonld con-
tinne until diznpcad of. )

Time

when
reschod

tadav

AT WORK ON FRENCH PROTOCOL.

Note Covering Claims on Venezuela
Ready to Be Signed.
Protocol Covering Frencn Claims.
Washington, Feb. 1s.—¥ollowing
promptiy the signing of the protocol
1or the settiement of the United States
claims against Venezuela, Mr. Bowen
began negotiations with M. Jusserand,
for the prep-
aration of a protocol for the adjudica-
tion of the claims of citizens.of France
against the South American republie,
He made a formal call on M. Jusser-
and and had a talk with him with a
view to arriving at a basis of agree-
ment. The French ambassador will
consult his government by cable, in
order to obtain instructions to aid him
in his work, and after they have been
received it is expected the negotia-
tions will proceed smoothly and ex-
peditiously. A comparison of the
terms of the protocols signed by Mr,
Bowen with the representatives of
Germany, Great Britain and Italy,
with the one signed with the United
States, shows that in° the protocol
with the United States a definite time
is fixed for the meeting of the com-
mission to settle the claims, which
must be decided in six months, and
that the awards are to be payable in
gold, or its equivalent in silver, while
in the protocols with the REuropean
allies there are none of these limita-

tions.

Littliefield Tilts With Sulzer.
Washbington, Feb. 18.—The house
yesterday began consideration of the
naval appropriation bill under the op-
eration or a rule whichh made the new

legislation relative to the increase in

the personnel of the navy and for the
increase of the naval academy in or-
der. ‘The general debate on the bill
was without special feature. The
paragraph in the* bill providing $250,-

000 for a naval station on the greac
lakes went over on a point of order.
Littlefield and Sulzer had an interest-
ing clash before the naval bill was
taken up, the former charging the lat-
ter with having pm\unwl tho record.
Uproar in Washington House.

Olympia, Wash., Feb. 18.—As a cli-
max to the most exciting morning of
the session, the railroad commission
bill in the house was declared indefl-
pitely postponed on a viva voca vote
et noon yesterday and the house ad-
fourned amid an wuprear in which
friends of the commission bill hurled
panathemas at Speaker Harve, and the
ppeaker and Representative Lewis
almost came to blows.
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