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finally. *“Look out for the third time.
I might not let you off so easily.”

as long as possible, for while he was
studying me to no particular purpose 1
was critically examining everything
for a definite end.

When 1 finaily left. I had a pretty
clear impression of most of the articles
in the room. It was decorated and
furnished in true oriental style. Skins
and rugs were seattered over the floor;
teakwood cabinets and desks, loaded
down with miuiature elephants of the
same woeod, wore standing in corners
and in the middle of the office; sandal-
wowl oruaments, pencock
made inte exquisite fans.,
tains and
anag spesrs
various
effect of an on
from a lamp

Bagdad cur-
Benares bronzes
aud shieids were pla
neolks

conehoes,

and eorners to give the
stern scene. A red glow
uspended from the cen
ter of the wmust have added
preatly te (‘m prefiiness of tue room
&t nighttime.

* But in the
ture and brie

widst o the oriental furni-
mod-

a-brte were many
ery articles, which gave an e
ous effect to the room. CGrinning skulls
stood alengside of disentombed Egyp-
tian mununies; a stethoscops was 1ying
next to a spear head that mast have
been wielded by some Indian princ
of long agzo; medical books and imple-
ments were piled promiscuously upon
hand carved wonderfil
WOrk: room Hvas
o typic zl oriental scene, overlaid and

tabourcls ot

uship.  In short, the

topped by thic neccssary articles = 2
modern |n: icing physician,

The whole effect was interesting
from one point of view, but tor me

there wits littlé th
could

mt 1 eared about. 1
discover nothing that would give
me a4 clew doctor’'s mysterious
work. Ifurthermore, 1 counld not under-
stand why so much care should be ex-
ercised in Keeping intruders out or
why the servant was so insistent that
1 should not enter
But my {ailure (o make any discovery
intensitied rathier than lessened my de-
sire to fathom the mystery which D
Squires had chosen to surround him-
self with, and as 1 rode homeward wmy
mind was busy planning some way of
circumventing him and his oriental
slave.

to the

bis master's oflice.

CITAPTER IX.

IS indisposition of M.
Goddard was of short
duration, but the at-
tacks became more
frequent after my
first  visit to D
Squires, and I was

ocmsluuull\ called upon to carry notes
for him which announced the breaking
of engagements. There was nothing
serious about his complaint except that
he appeared weak and languid and un-
able or unwilling to attend to his so-
cinl duties. He would spend the day
at such times resting on the bed or
couch either smoking gloomiiy or clos-
ing his eyes in a woody, dejected man-
ner, IHe would lie In this way for
hours without moving a muscle, but
he was not asleep. The slightest noise
would arouse him. Ife would merely
open his eyes and ask, “What's the
matter, William?' Then without even
waiting for my reply he would close
them wearily and relapse into his for-
mer languid condition.

By this time 1 was considerably at-
tached to him, and it gave me as much
anxiety as a relative to see him slowly
going into a decline. The dread of the
inherited disease intensified my .feel-
ings for the man. 1 had no faith in
Dr. Squires, but I could offer no good
substitute.

Left to myself a great deal, 1 took
to reading the books which 1 found in
Mr. Goddard’s study. Many of these
were medical treatises. Evidently the
man had tried to make a study of his
complaint and had collected all the lit-
erature possible upon the subject.
hese bonks were handsomely bound
and  copiously illustrated, but they
werke too technical tor my limited un-
anding. Nevertheless I frequent-
ly fpund myselt turning over their
and aimlessly reading para-
grapis here and there.

Ond day | was engaged in this idle

amusment when I happened to open

the boyok at a chapter headed, *Polsons

you have given me offense,” he added '

. me,

| had at last a clew to the sickness of
1 made the delivery of the message |

| listless.
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“Well, well, this is the second time ! olosed the book with a bang.

An idea
had occurred to me that fairly startled
I was instantly positive that 1

my master and possibly the reason for
Dr. Squires’ mystery.

The doctor was slowly poisoning Mr.
Goddard while pretending to help him
to ward off an inherited disease.

This accounted for the peculiar lan-
zuid condition of my master at certain
intervals, After every dose of the in-
sidious poison he was made weak and
Each attack helped to break

down his naturally rugged constitu-
tion. It was werely a question of time

. before he would succumb to the poison

feathers |

instead of to any mythical disease.
Confronted by this thought, I was
uncertain for a time just what to do.

| My tirst impulse was to go (o my mas-

ed in |

ter and tell lim my suspicions so he
could be pliced on his guard, but as
my life has never been guided by im-

[ pulse 1 soon dismissed this from mind,

| to my

sthe dotoet
found myself

54|

Desides, 1 bad nothing but my suspi-
cions to reveal--not a single fact to |
prove anything, It was my duty to

coliect tacts and then to confront the
with

doctor them and have him ar-
rested. 10 he was determined to put
iny masier out of the way and gain
the hand and fortune of Miss Stetson,

I was equally determined to thwart
him in his little game. The stakes
were bhigh for him, and 1 knew that he
would play a cunning, skillful hand,
but 'us he would suspect no danger
from me 1 had the advantage of work-
ing secretly and
discovery.

A professional burglar bas a little of
ive spivit in him, and [ soon
enjoying the scent with
all the Keenness of an experienced of
ficer of the law. [ had bunted detee-
tives before, dogged their tracks, pen-
ctrated their disguises and followed
up little clews that they left behind in
their work, but all in the interest of
crime.  Now, however, 1 had turned
rerormer and was legitimately pursn-
i o eriminal whose evil genius had
boen divected toward the destruction
of one whom I had learned to like. It
wias o ordinary man that i had to
fizht agninst, and this gave more zest
nndertaking.

I discovered that
night appointment
whout ouce a week,
fienis were irregular.

iy master had a
with Dr. Squires
These appoint-

Sometimes they

| tore early in the week and, again, in
i lie middle or

the end.
him each

dvidently the
loctor told time when to
come again.

Upon refleetion I was satisfied that
there wias a strange coineidence be-
tween these weekly night calls and my
muster’s periodical attacks of languor
and sickuess.  Almost every time after
he had met the doctor at night he had
been in bad a good part of the foliow-
ing day. THs convinced me that the
poison was administered at the doe-
tor's ollice and was not intrusted to
his patient.

This conclusion was reached one day
when I was considerably dejected. 1
had been working up the case for uear-
Iy a week, and everything seemed to
point to the fact that 1 had made a
mistake in my reasoning. [ could dis-
cover nothing to corroborate my suspi-
cions. On that very day I had man-
aged to secure the medicines my mas-
ter was in the habit of taking, and,
arrying them with ae to the city, I
had them analyzed by an expert chem-
ist.

I was so confident that poison was
contained in some of themw that I was
greatly surprised and perturbed when
he teld me that they were composed
of harmiless herbs and oils.

“You mean to say there is no poison
In any of them?’ 1 asked in astonish-
ment,

“None wh:lle\'er,"'\‘:e replied.

I did not believehe understood his
business and probably said as much,
I took them to another chemist and
spent §5 more just to have a correct
analysis made. The same conclusion
from this man convinced me that I was
mistaken,

I walked home, dejected and baflied.
The doctor was too shrewd for me, and
he had scored the st victory,

Nevertheless I was not discouraged,
I reasoned with sense that the man
would not adopt ordinary methods (o
poison my master. He was too shrewd
for that., "Then 1 thought of hypoder-
mic injections, whiclr might be admin.
istered while in his ofiice,

without mueh vear of |

it vas while speeunlating upon the
pessilile methodas of giving him poison
that 1 veached the conclnsion that my
master's night visits to the doctor's ac-
counted for everything., It was at
these meetings that the himrm was done,
[ would be present at the vext meet-
Ing or I would relinquish all claim to
the possession of abilities of 2 certain
order necessary for success in my ling
of work. - yipusty Vs

-

CIIAPTER X

UT in the meantime,
by mere accident, I
discovered the secret
of my master’'s fatal
illness. It bappened
in this wise:

. One afternoon when

I was free for a few hours 1 strolled

down the rond toward Dr. Squires’
house, habit generally drawing my

footsteps in that direction. I was in-
tent upon no particular purpose. [ was
merely walking along for the change.

I frequently like to get off by myself

and lie down in the woods or on the

green grass and think. 1 am a great
lover of nature. The birds and grass
and flowers always appeal to me.
When alone in the woods, 1 will
wiateh the birds by the hour, finding
mopre enjovment therein than in the
company-of man, or an army of busy

ants will amuse wme for half @ day. 1
wounid ot burt one of these insects for

anything permit them to be dis-
whed in their work, and yot 1 have

d my band a my

creatures, nartly in self defense, it is

irue, 1o wonnd them opr to take their
lives il necessary.

G this particu!

oW 1tne

distnnee,

TINST fellow

afterncon I walked
country highway for some
and by the

then, cred

Ca wood threash, | coneealed my-

sell in a thick clump of bushes and
listeued., The bird coukl not see wme,
and for o long time 1 iay there with
my eyes hall' closed lislvnin'., to the
swoot music of the «dainty s 2|
do not know how long 1 rumnnvd

thore enaiineed by this private concert,
bur sudden!y the bird bushed its song
and flew away.

4 that bad frig
e hoot's of two
were cantering down the road
eapid pe I peered through the
5 of the bushes at the riders, and
instantly all my gentle thonghts fled.
the bird no longer
me "I my evil, crafty nature
approaching riders were
nd Miss Stetsoin.

htened: her
horses,

HOIsSe

from

wiich

ee.

feavi

The spell of

o

wius

Nol a dozen paces from me a small
reann
sround

onay

bubbled up from an under
speing, and it was quite cus
l‘ lers to give their
A wooden trough

ror horses

{ : at (lis place.
had been suank
OV

thie water and to form a drinking

vissel for the bheasts,

1 was consequently not  surprised
wlien the two drew up their horses just
in frout of me and led them to the
spring,  The doctor dismounted and

held the Lorses while
the cooling draft,
on

they drank in
The two had been
ioed in conversation, and 1 judged
that she had been trying to extract his

seeret frow him.,
“1 do not consider it an honor to
keep your work so secret until you

bave completed your discovery,” she
was saying.  “Then all the world will
kuow it, and there is no special inter-
est in it for me.”

“hut I have promised to tell it to you

before any one else hears of it,” the
doctor answered.
“llow leng before—one day or one

hours”

‘There was a look of annoyance in his
face at her rveply.

“Any number of
you wish," he

“Well, then, 1 wish to hear it now,”
she replied quickly, a bright smile re-
enforeing her words,

“Woman's impatience,” he muttered,
“It has caused balf the trouble in the
world.”

*Ihat is unkind. 1 don’t like such
tetlections upon my sex.”

“Nothing personal was intended, Miss
Gelle. 1 was merely uttering my re-
Tecetions atound.”

“\Well, piease don’t do so any more”

The doctor watched the horses drink-
ing for a few woments and then, lean-
ing against the saddle of his black
steed, he said:

“Can you keep the seeret if I divulge
it to youy”

“Can 1?7 I don’t think that question
i8 necessary.”

“No, probably not. But I want your
promise that you will never reveal it
to anybody,” he persisted.

*Well, you have it. I will never men-
tion it until you give me permission.”

“All right, then, I will tell yon all.
When I was a young man, 1 went to
India as a surgeon in the English ar-
my, Thore 1 met so many lepers that
my attention was called particularly
to this discase, At first they disgusied
and alarmed me. Their rotting fingers
and toe joints, their running sores and
their emaciated bodies were so ;»:nlr
some that I could hardly stay in their
presence, but in time L got used to

days beforehand
answered.

| & moment
| head.”
into the ground to re- |

them, as we do (o everything. 1 e
found mys=elf’ pitying them and won
dering it something couldu’t be done

to alleviate their sufferings and e

to cure and stamp out the horribile dh
ease. This was the beginning of a ca-
reer that I have studiously pursued |
ever since. I spent aill my time in
studying leprosy in its worst forms.
[ determined to find some remedy for
it. I was limited in funds, but man-
aged to get along I)v living near them,
I eould uut exist iu the same house
with them. The thought of it nearly
stifled me. But I could live near them

and help them and in time perfect my
discovery.

“My secret is already out, Miss
Belle,” he added after a pause. *I am
devoting my time and life to the dis-
covery of a positive cure for leprosy,
that most dreaded of all diseases that
ever scourged a wicked world. I am
on the right track. In fact, I have
about perfected it, so that I will be
ready to announce the results to the
world in a year. There is only one
thing that bothers me. I am experi-
menting with this continually.”

“Experimenting with whom?”

The words were so hollow and un-
natural that I turned my eyes from
the doctor's face to that of Miss Stet-

son. I was startled at the sizht. Her
face was livid—paler than that of any
corpse. A leok of horror shone from

her eyes.

“Whom are you experimenting with,
Dr. Squires?’ she repeated in the same
strange voico, -

“With—why—my dear Miss
have 1 divulged any family
stammered the doctor. *Did you
know? 1 thought your father
that you knew that”—

“Phat Clarles had leprosy in his sys-
tem-—-that he was a 'eper?”’
slowly.

“Your
Kkunew it;
me. I
made
selves.”

“No. I never knew what the disease
wias.,  Faiher never told me. Obh, can
it be possible!”
© She swayed in her saddle, and if the

Selle,
seeret?”
not
Knew

father Kknew ift: s father
Charles knew it when he met
understood that both families
geeret of it awong them-

0o

doctor had not caught her she would
have fallen to the ground. 1 could

The news near-
This accounted
I was all wrong in my
coneiusions. The doctor was, after all,
a good man, holding the secret of my
mastor's live in his possession and try-
ing hard to help him.

*‘You must let me give you some wa-
ter, Miss elle,” the doctor =aid as he
steadied her in the saddle. “Dismount
, and let me bathe your fore-

hardly contain myself.
Iy made me doesporate.
for everything.

doctor, 1 will be all
The suddenness of

“No, thank you,
right in a moment.
the news startled me.”

I kuow i, I kunow it, and I was a
brute to tell you, I should have been
more thoughtlul, I shall never forgive
myself. But, Miss Delle, believe me, 1
thought you knew it all. He should
have told you.”

“No, no; I am glad he didn't.

1How

could 1 have been the same to him?
How can 1 in the future?”

She shuddered and covered her face
with her hands.

“Don’t go on so, my dear Miss Belle,”
the doctor said in a low, winning voice.
“There is hope for Charles yet.

You

The two had been engaged in conversa-
tion.

forget that I am close upon the great-

est discovery of the age. If it sue-

ceeds, Charles will be a new man, free

from all taint of leprosy.”

“But you could not eradicate the
germs of the disease from his body;
they might not show themselves in
him, but In future generations they
would come out.”

“We can only hope for the best,” he
replied. *Who can tell what medicine
may not accomplish? It has done won-
ders in the world afready, and there
are new worlds that it Is conquering
every day. We must look forward
hopefully for results llmt it would be
daring to predict now.”

His words were intended to be en-
couraging, but she did not raise her
head.  IFrom the slight shuddering of
her delicate body I knew that she was
sobbing. \

“Do noty a1d to this weakness, Miss

_Conkir wmed naxt ’l‘h"::(lav

|
|

she said |}

|
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Omnibus Bill Withdrawn as Rider to
Postoffice and Agricultural Bills,
but Measure May, However, Still

Be Discussed in Senate, 5
Washington, Feb. 25—The Demo-

cratic senatorial caucus has rejected
the two-state proposition for the ad-

| mission of new states offered by the

Republicans. Speeches were made In
the caucus by Senators Clay, Bacon,
Teller, Dubois, Simons, Foster ¢La.),
Bate, Morgan, Pettus and others. All
the speakers took positive grounds
against the compromise proposition
and several of them spoke emphatic-
ally azainst the proposition to put the
statehood bill on any of the appro-
priation bills as a rider. At the same
time they favored placing the future
course of the party with reference to
the statehood bill as such, and also
as a rider, in the hands of the Demo-
cratic members of the committee on
vostoflices,

The order of business in the senate
for remainder of the session has
been quite  definitely  decided on.
Appropriation bills will be given the
right of way and the Panama canal
will be consideéered while the
appronriation bills are in conference.
There will be an effort made to get
through other bills, including Senator
Aldrich’s bond deposit bill. Notice of
the withdrawal of the statehood rider

the

treaty

from the appropriation bill will be!
given today. <o Ciel

RACE QUESTION DISCUSSED.

Indianola Postoffice Case Stirred Up
in the Senate.
Washington, eb. 25.—The Indianola
(Miss.) postoffice case occupied the
major portion of the time of
ate vesterday. Tillman spoke for
three hours in continuation of his re-
marks begnn Monday on the race ques-

tion and was followed by Carmack
(Teun.). During the morning hour

soveral bills and resolutions were
passed and consideration was glven
the bill to Marther provide for the safe
keeping of public money on deposit
in national banks. The agricultural
appropriation hill was also considered
and the committee amendments were
agreed to, except the statehood rider,
which was passed over. The senate
adjourned to meet today at 11 o’cloek,
which, until otherwise ordered, will
be the hour for convening hereafter.

Change Thelr Constitution.

Washington, Feb. 25.—The consid-
eration of proposed amendments to
the constitution took up the time of
last night's session of the National
Society of the Danghters of the Amer-
fcan Revolution. Only one of these
received favorable action, that pro-
posed by Gertrude B. Darwin, the
treasurer general, which provided that
the incumbent of that position shall
hold office until her successor has se-
cured bondsmen who have duly been
accepted by the national board of man-
agement. The other officers are to
hold office until their successors are
elected.

House Passes Philippine Bill.
Washington, Feb. 25.—The house
yvesterday passed the Philippine cur-
rency bill, accepting the senate bill
so far as it relates to the islands.
The committee amendment striking
out the international monetary con-
ference was agreed to. The contested
election case of Wagoner vs. Butler
was under consideration for a time
and the Democrats began a filibuster,
which they threatened to continue if
the case be presented. The case was
withdrawn with an agreement that it
is not to come up until Thursday.

Married Women'’s League.

Washington, Feb. 25.—The National
Legislative League, whose object is
the improvement of the condition of
the social and legal condition of mar-
ried women, is holding its annual ses-
sion here. All the old officers of the
league were re-elected, with the ex-
ception of Mrs, Bates, the correspond-
ing secretary general. Mrs. Caroline
J. Taylor of Bridgeport, Conn. was
chosen as her successor. Mrs. Lillie
Devereaux Blake is the president of
the league.

Hanged for an Old Crime.

Stroudsburg, Pa., ieb. 25.—Charles
frether was hanged here yesterday
for the murder of Constable Strunk
In September, 1901, Strunk had gone
to Grether's home to arrest him for
robbery, when the laiter shot the ofl-
cer dead.
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Democrats Decide N°t to Sup- Ipehels Defeat Imperial Troops
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Sent Against Them.

BOXERS PILLA(:ING THE TOWNS.
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Attack on City of Canton Contem-
plated—Importation of Arms Into
Flowery Kingdom Said to Have
Reached Alarming Stage. e

Victoria, B. C., Feb. 25.—The revolu-
tionary movement in south China is
growing more serious, according to
advices received by the steamer Kagu
Maru. The Kwangsi rebels have de-
feated the hattalions sent to the Uran
frontier and crossed into the prov-
ince. Here they were joined in pillag-
Ing the frontier towns by numbers of
Kalao Huis.

Advices from Hong Kong tell of a
contemplated attack on Canton. Serl-
ous developments of a revolutionary
character have occurred lately. The
Hong Kong government, acting on In-
formation received from the Chinese
government, arrested eight Chinese
in a raid on the rebel junta in Hong
Kong, the leaders escaping, with 150
others who were In the place. The
police found papers which showed
that an attack on Canton was being
planned. Uniforms, arms and banners
were also found. The plans included
the murder of two of the chief man-
Canton. Several influential
Chinese at Hong Kong were connected
with the snovement.

\ldvices were received from Chengtu
tint the rebels of Sheidhuan, led by
Boxers, hawe succeeded in .making
their way 'ﬁ) Yunnan. Rera )

Situation in Chlna is Seriout.

Washington, Feb. 25.—Representa-
ticns have been made to the state de-
purtment by the Russian ambassador,
Count Cassini, regarding the inecreas-
ing seriousness of the situation in
China, in the hope that the United
States will co-operate with the other
powers to ston the illegal importation
of arms, which has reached an alarm-
ing gtage of activity. Similar repre-
sentations have been made through
the Russian representatives to BRel-
gium, Germany and Great Britain. The
Chinese officials claim they are power-
less to stop the practice and the Rus-
sian government, in the interest of
peace, has called the matter to the at-
tention of the powers. The Belgians
are the chief offenders in this illegal
practice, though it said many arms
are entering China from the United
States, Germany and Great Britain.
Reports received at the state depart-
ment also indicate that mischief is
being wrought by the importation of
arms into China.

ARMY DEBATE IN COMMONS.

Government is Sustained by Big Ma-
jority—War Secretary Under Fire.

London, Feb. 25.—The house of
commons yesterday rejected by 261

votes to 145 Mr. Beckett's amendment
to the address in reply to the king's
speech, the terms of which were tanta-
mount to a censure on the war secre-
tary, Mr. Brodrick.

Henry White, secretary of the Unit-
ed States embassy, and several per-
sons listened to the army debate.
The division revealed fewer defections
in the unionist ranks than had been
expected, only about a dozen unionists
voting against the government, while
the nationalists abstained, walking
out in a body when the division was
called.

In the course of the debate, the lib-
eral leader, Mr. Asquith, expressed
the general feeling when he remarked
that the debate was of greater signifi-
cance than the division on it, and
would be remembered long after the
six army corps had vanished into thin
air. The criticism followed mainly
the lines of the previous speeches.

New Orleans Carnival Closes.

New Orleans, I'eb. 25.—The carnival
closed last night in a blaze of glory.
In point of attendance of strangers,
it has been the most successful ever
held, while the pageants were on =
scale for:great artistic splendor. The
culminating society event of the sea-
son was the ball of Comus, at the
French opera house. Miss Alice Roose-
velt was present and was again the
object of special attention. Admiral
and Mrs. Schley and General Joseph
Wheeler and his daughters were
among the guests.

Amnesty for All Rebels.

Cape Town, Feb. 25.—Speaking last
night at a rfarewell banquet, at which
the American and several foreign con-
suls were present, Colonial Secretary
Chamberlain indicated that before

_loug all the rebels would be amnestied,

— e

and T keir Administration,” 1 had not
I t}n;‘ lipes before 1 suddenly




