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THE MYSTERY
OF GRASLOV

By Ashley Towne
Copyright, 1901, by Charles B. Etheringlon
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“What do you know?”

“I know the truth.”

“What do you intend to do?"’

“Restore that which s lost and undo
what was done by wickedness.”

An evil look came into his face, and
he stepped toward the door.
tenant blocked it.

“Out of the way, dog!” cried Ne-
slerov.

“I protect her highness.”

“You! You protect
orders!"”

“There is a higher than you.
the czar.”

Neslerov started hack. so powertul
in effect is the name of the czar,

against my

JSolsy

“The czar! 3

At the very door of the palace a
buglke blew its blast,

“Make way! Admit his excelleney

ithe zovernor
Neslerovy
Olga.

*You sent for him, and this means
my death! We die together!”

“In the vawe of the czar!” eried Olga,
aud the sword of the licutenant touch
cd the breast of Neslerov,

“WWhat means this?”

The voice cime trom a tall and sol-
dierly man wearing a brilliant uni-
forn:, who blocked the doorwiay with
his barly form.

“De Mulofi! Governor general!” g
(‘(] Neslerov.

SSit down” suid the governor general
sternly. “You sent for me in haste,
princess. 1 cnine as soon as possible
Fertunately there was a train”

*Phe railread has saved me and the
Duké 61 Graslow!” said Olga. *

general,” came a4 voic
went white and leaped

asp

Neslerov darted a fook of hatred to
1, 4 her.
*“Bring Therese, my attendant,” sald

Olga to the Heutenant.

There was another commotion at the
entranice, and three soidwers and an offi-
cer eamne in with two prisoners,

“Fo the governor!” oried the officer.

“There was murder at Tivoloff'sky !

Olga started up, and so @id Neslerov.
The governor general turned calmly to
see who had come. The two prisoners
wewe V fr and Papa Paulpoft.

“Bring t in here” erdered Olga.
‘“Juet them be brougbt before the gov-
ermer general’”

“Fhis man murdered the superintend-
ent of policu and Unegeﬂop.” said the
offfecr fn charge.

“Tyue,” said Viadimie, “I did.”

and batlled rage and hase. Iis glince
was venowmous, but Lis very helpless
ness made bim  baggawed.  Therese,
whlto lipped and wlnl\wm came in,
Neslerov looked from owe tu the othor
HFe knew that something was coming—
the end of bis carcer. ‘Lhe governor
Qnetul waited, looking chiefly at @lga,
gor fvomn her he expeeted the first
bomb.

“hook at that man, Therese!” eom-
manded Olga.

It was a dramatic gcene as the givl
stood with perfect polse and pointed
Yer finger at Neslerov.

‘9 see him,"” faltered Therese.

“Who i& he?”’

“Prince Nieholus Neslerov.”

“Prince Nicholas Neslerov, let me tell
vou what the governor peneral already
knows,” said Olga, and Ler Wi
col and steely. “Ilor manpy ycars my
youth prevented a clear understanding
of things. 1 was born after the death
of my unfortunate cousin and so did
not fully take in the signitgeance of the
mystoer) il & few
ago. Bnt when I did learn of it 1 re
solved to sift it to the bottom and make
certain that the one who caused uer
death should be punished. For years
my efforts were unavailing. 1 pursucd
every line of investization that occur:
red to we, and in them all 1 had the

Voicse

years

other nanie,
you have heard me call Therese.
vou know who she is? She is Mme.
Dendoff, widow of that Dendof’ who
was the slave of your wicked father
and yoursels.”

Nesleroy was too crestfallen already
to shuw further ciTect of her words.
He made no answer.

“Por twenty years this woman has
lived with the truth locked In her bos-
om because she feared her husband.

bear this case at once, and from that

The leu- !
|

Neslerov was the picture of despair |
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are in his hands.
man 7"’

She pointed at Viadimir as she spoke.

“That—is—the Duke of Graslov!” said
the woman firmly.

“Toll your story.”

“It was twenty years ago, your es-
celleney.” said Therese, speaking di-
rectly to the governor general, ‘‘that
the little Prince Alexis was lost. He
was missing from the palace at Graslov
one evening, and the poor princess was
beside herself with grief and anxiety
A search was made, and my husband.
who was in the service of the duke, re
turned from the Kama and reported
thiat the el:ild had been seen wandering
on its banks, and he brought back a
portion of its garments, which he said
lie found close to the water. It was

Therese, who is that

{ that was on little Alexis!

Lelioved that the child was drowned,
pnd the princess grieved for her dead |
yov.  The poor princess did not sur-
vive the shock long, and when she died

thers was trouble between the i\\'ﬂ&
| brauches of the Neslerovs., Her fam-
[ Hly claimed that the duke had misused

| her

sanction and assistance of the ezar. At |
last, during a sojourn at Graslov in an- |
1 met this woman whom |
Do !

 had been

The governor general 18 here and will young prince and did not disclose the

'moment when he hears the truth you |

It we
two ramilies

and causzed Ler death,
opr settled, and the
aimce beoe ene

“1t wits ot less than two years atter
one night, while he was inroxl-
my husband said something that
aroused my suspiclon—that he Koew
what had become oi the young prince,
1 taxed him with it and ke was maud-
lin enough to contide in me. He had
Leen poor, but the loss of the
voung prince he had not worked, but
laid plenty of money.  This also cansced

S eV
huve

Lies,

when,
ented.

since

e to osuspeet. e told me, in his
drunlen fashion, that the Duke of
(& lov did not wish the son of the

inherit the title or

princess o

estate.

As the father of the boy had died be
was the heir, but the \lllku preferred
his younger son. Nic L

*The two, the duke .unl Prince Nich-

olns, paid my husband to take the |
child and drown it.  He was a wicked
man, my husband, and he agreed. lic

did take the child to the Kama and
was about to take from it the telltale
clothes when it cried lustily, and a
pewerful man sprang from the bushes
and took the child. There was a fight
1 which my husband was badly whip-
ped. Buf he did not dare rveport to the
duke that be had faided, and so be car-
ried out the plans and reported the
finding of the clothing at the river.
This was the clorhing he had taken off
preparing to throw the child In the
river. ‘To me this revelation was a
great shock. but my husbaund threaten-
ed my life if 1 ever breathed a word of
i1 to a single person. 1 knew he would
keep his threat, and so 1 dared say
nothing, for the house of Grashv was
pich and powerful, and 1 feared to
speak even to the poliee.

“Thus I Hved year after year with
the shadow of my husbands crime up-
on my beart, until I thought I would
go mad. Atoved by an impulse I could
pot control, I deggrmined to learn if
the child was aliv®. I found it In the
house of the blacksmith FPaulpoff at
Perm. Having learned that the lttle
Alexis was well and bhappy I felt eas-
fer, but resolved that when my oppor-
tunity came [ would reveal the truth.
The old duke died and Nicholas be-
cae his heir and finally beciame gov-
ernor of Tomsk., A short time ago my
Lkusband died, and 1 was free to tell
There came to Graslov one day a bean
titul gir), giving a name that
familiny, but she was the picture of
that lovel who had died, and
1 watched llll I Knew she was seareli-
ing for the trath, and I told her what
I knew. We went to St. PeterSburyg
where she wold the czar, and he gave
her authority under his seal,  We went
back to Perm, but the Paulpoffs were
on their way to Siberia. The princess
resolved to follow, and this meeting
{s the result”

“ITow did 1ou know the boy In I'aul-
poff’s house was the young prince?”
asked the governor zeneral.

] saw his mother's picture which
around hLis mneck, I recog-
nized his face, his volee, his manuner,
and Paulpoff told me how he came into
his possesston.”

“This is strange,” sald the governor
general, turning to the old man stern-
ly. “How was it that you kept the

wias ot

princess

fact that he was alive?”
“It was_the prayer of his poor moth-
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er,” said Papi Paulpoft. I, too, have
my story. Un that day I was wander-
ing by the viver and had been fishing.
[. heard the cry of a child. I ran to-
ward the sound and saw the man tak.
ing off its clothing. He cursed it and
struck it and said that its voice would

coon be stilled. I knew he meant to
muyder the child, and so [ attacked
him. I was a powertul man then,

though not nearly so powertul as Vladi-
mir—as the prince—Is now. We fought,
and 1 severely whipped him. [ then
took the child home with me and re-
solved to restore hini to his parents, for
I supposed he had heen taken for re-
venge by encemies.  When I saw the
beautiful face of the princess, I knew
it must be the boy's mother, and so 1
began to think who among the nobles
v o lived near the Kama had such a
woman. I had heard of the beauty of
the Princess Neslerov, and so I went
to find her, leaving the child at the
forge. T saw her at Graslov and asked |
to be alone with her. She ordered her
women away. I showed her the por-
trait.

* My picture! she cried—‘the picture
Oh, what
Liave you to tell me?

“I told her what had happened, how |
! had taken the boy and that he was |

safe and well in my bouse. She began

to weep tears of mingled joy and sor- |

rOW.

* “\Who are you?
she asked.

“*Michael Paulpoff, princess,’ I told
her.

“¢Oh, Michael Pauipoff,” she ecred,
and it seemed that her
break—‘can [ trust you?

What is your name ?

= With apything, lady,” 1 answered.
*You are welcome to the life or death
of Michael Paulpoff.

¢ *Listen!
vach way to

she whispered, turning
see that we were not
watehed., 1 am in the house of ene-
mies. My huasband,
i the duke. is dead. My
wonld be the heir off tnis estate, but
the dulkie prefers that his own younger
son :ln-uld inherit, and so they have
plutted to destroy my child,  Thank
God for placing you on
Michael Paulpoft! You were sent to
save my boy. And now listen. Were
e to return bere or were it to be
Lnown that he was alive, no matter in
what part of Russia he might be, they
sould manage in some way to Kill htm.

little son

Bven now I tremble test some Spy.
ivorhear our words and reveal this
auth. ! do not wish to have you relin-

paish him and will give you something
yon, but you must never come to me.
some day I will come to you and elaim

my DOY.

this secret?

“I gave the promise, excellency, and
I have kept it. Dut sbe alsc sald, ‘In
case 1 dde, Michwel Paulpoff, guard my
boy as you would youwr own, for 1 think
he will be like his father—stiong, but
no match for the wicked and designing
ones. 10 Dot perindt amy one ever to
know this truth.’

“I have obeyed, excelleney. The boy
was named Viadimdv, and we soen
cawre to love hhm s our own. He was,
as the princess said, strong and of an
easy gotog, slmple temperament. He
grew up to help me M the forge. The
psincess dld die, and so 1 heM my
tongne, 28 she bade me. But Viadimir
—or Prince Alexis—was talented, and
he rearned to paint. Fke discovered ong
day the picture of his mother and be-
eave enamored of . He wished to
paint it, and I permitted.bim. Then
one day Neslerov came and saw it. 1
was frightened, for 1 knew he would
suspect, and I knew fiom his manper
that we would soen hear from bhim
agaln,

“We were charged with eonspiraey,
exceMency, we who had honest hearts |
and had never wronged any one, and
were bundied off to Siberfa. We waore
sent #o Tomsk, where no doubt Nesle-
roy Intended to kill the young man
when he got an opportunity. Then one

tday that Amertean named Denton came |

to our lut b Tivolof'sky 1o some way

e had feavned of the picture. 1 do not
Luow why e was interested in Viadi-
uiir, but he asked to see the pieture
and questioned me.

“Paulpolt,” he said,
yvour son.’

1 shivered, for 1 did not know but
he was a friend of the governor., But
bhe said he was going to learn who
Viadimir was, so I told him the story.
He said that Viadimir could not be any
worse off than at present, and he could
secure the help of the goveroment to
restore the estate to him and punish
Nicholas Neslerov. le took the ple-
ture, and some oue came to our liut
ufter that and whipped my wife to
death, Viadimir swore vengea—ce, and
today he has killed Jansky and Uns-
gethop.”

“This {8 a strange story of cruelty
and crime,” sald the governor general.

‘Viadimir is not

“But, so far as you are concerned, 1
congratulate you, i'rince Neslerov,

duke of Graslov. And this falthful old
man, whose life Is almost run, how can

L show my appreciation of what he bas

heart would |

who was the heir |

this earih. |

Will you swear, Michael Paul- |
poff, to cherish my boy and preserve |

done for Russia?
nime  your own
vours.”

Paulpoff, you shall
reward, and

man simply.
“And this American! Where is he?”
“Wounded; lying in the house of a
priest at Tivoloffsky,” answered Viadi-
mir, or, as-he should now be called,
Aloxis.
*Nicholas Neslerov, what have you
to say 7’ asked the governor general.
It is a lie,” said Nicholas.

I Lelieve this is the truth. You ars a

prisoner! Call the otficer of the guard!™
“I am here, your excellency!”

“This lieutenant,” said Olga, “whose

pame I do not know, assisted me in

freeing the prince from the dungeons

under this palace. I told him be would

| be a captain.”

! “Your name?”
| ge sneral,

i “Ormidoft.”

“Captain Ormidoff, conduct this pris-

siid  the governor

oner to the same duageon in which he |

had confined the prince, and see that

l

“1 am your slave torever.”
he is treated as becomes a
and enemy of Russia., This is enough,
princess. 1 congratulite you.”

The eyes of De Muloff were moist,
and hestook Olega’s hands and pressed
them.

They heard Neslerov

was led

murderer

cursing as he
He was chained in the
dungeon .Illu in an effort to free him-
self that nizght, burst a blood vessel
and died, with no hand to help.

As the governor gencral turned away
Olga smiled at Alexis.

“You are not quite my cousin, yet we
are in a way related” she said. “I
am glad that I have succeeded in giv-
ing you your own.”

“I am your slave forever,” he an-
swered, stooping, with his great shoul-
ders almost covering her, and his lips
met hers—and she did not resist.

. L . » * - 2

In the house of the priest at Tivo-
loffsky Denton was recovering from
his wounds. His first feefling as he
gradually came to bhimself was of
great weakness. A coel small hand
was pleced upen hkis brow, and he
looked up into the face of Frances
Gordon.

“Do you know me, Jack?”’

“Yes, 1 kpow you, Braneges.
has happened?’

“You have been ill. Yeu were shot
two weeky ago in the hewse where the
Paulpoffz Itved. Do you remember?”’

“Yes—they came—dld they Kkill poor
old Paulpof?’

“No. Viadimfe—the one we know as
| Viadimir, but now the Duke of* Gras-
l lov—came and killed them mswead. EHe

killed dJwnsky and Unscethop sand
| brought you hers.”
*“Then it Is proved

What

alveady ! he sald,
staring,

“®es. A princess, Olga Nesleroy,
cousin of Lis mother, having penetrat-
ed thie vell of mystery,
! to pursue her

to Tomsk
unmask

enine
inquiries, She

edd Nicholas Nesleroy before the oy
crior ,;" nerai, and !} died that s
night in the very cell o which Viadi-
wmir had been confined.”

“1 am glad,” he said, with a sigh.
*1 knew he was not the son of the

aulpolls, and, sinee you loved him, 1

did not wish you to marry an unknown. |

That was why I tried to restore him to
his rank. 1 did not do it, but I am glad
it was done—glad for him and for you.”

“Poor Jack!” she said, nestling her
head to his. *“Did you think I
w8 going to marry him?”

“Yes; 1 thougl.t you loved him. That
was why I wanted to bring him to his
own.”

“Poor, noble Jack! Do you know
who I am golng to marry? There was
never any love between Viadimir and
me. I helped him, and he appreciated
it. But 1 am going to marry the no-
blest, bravest, best man on this earth.”

“1 hope you will be Lappy, I'rances.”

“I know I shall be, Jack. And—cun
you forgive me, Jack, for all those ugly
| things I sald? And will you love me—

lust the same as yoy ysed to—for it's

close

“Fo live with Vladimir,” said the old |

“Your own face does not indicate it |

| life

| still sullering from an attack of lum-

which has confined him to the
embassy for several weeks, is evi-
| dence or the m,\ ney of the call
sStens alveady een taken by
tilg state cdeg tite
thue inwarang ol latest
IOVt \mbiassadol i at St.
Yot 1y by

it 18 | °
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N vows Jack, I want to marry it— |
Lowant me”

“rances!”

“That's right,” said the soft voice of
the old priest. “He is all right now.
1 say to you, Denton, that an angel
hovered at your bedside, and® it was
not the angel of death. It was a strong.
fine young woman.”

“I nursed you, Jack, and papa has
been hers overy day.”

“And I'm here now.” said the voice
of Gordon. *Is he awake?"’ |

“e is awake, but he hasn't said he |
winls to marry e said Frances,
a laugh.

“tle don't need to say it
chap., I'm glad you've pulled through,
but I'm hanged if I think you would
it it hadn’t been for Frances.”

“I am surve of it,” he answered, *and |
1 2 going 1o spend all the rest of my
paying her for it.”

She langhed--the happiest laugh of
ber life—and stooped and kissed him.

THE END.

with
Well, oid

CASSINI CAI—L\J CN HAY.

United States Prctests Against Rus-
sia’s Manchurian Demands.
Washingtou, April 27.—Russia's de-
mands in Manchuria and their effect
on Aulerican interests were the sub-
ject of a conference between secretary
Hay and Count Cassini, the Ru
ambassador, which occurred ar Secre-
tary Hay's house and lasted ror neariy
an hour. It is denied thiat the ambas-
sador brought ofiicial advices from nis
government, the that he s

o

but fact

bago

sent the
a note which
JOWIl a8 0Ol

nus

while dipio l

in 4 1ICE a strong Yl
demands. Cabled instructions
also have Minister
ss: 1o the Chi.
satistaction ol
Rustia’'s de

that China will

been serl to Con

to expre

the

1S =
at Peking

SN

in the depavanent’s note, which
Ambassador MeCormick probably has
presented already., Russia’s attent

which re-
United
preservation of
China and the contin
epen door | y. Russia
also is reminded of tbe severe blow
to American trade which must follow
the grantimg of the first two demands,
that no more ports or towns in Man-
churia be opened and that no addi-
tional foreign consuls be admitted.

Appreciating the fact that the inter-
ests of this country in Manchuria are
those of trade and not werritory, Rus-
sia, it is stated, is disposed to make
certain trade concessfons to tke Unit-
ed States in Manchruia at the proper
time,

is caded
p‘ itedly

to the assurances

have been given the
taies relative to the
the integrity of

iance of the

UNCGOVER VIGILANTES' WORK.

Plow Turns Up Remains of Man
Lynched Ten Years Ago.
Butte, Neb., April 27.—The mystery
surrounding the sudden disappearance
of old man Hill and his son Cbaries,
in 1893, was undoubtedly solved so far
as the latter is concerned, when
Charles Daily plowed up a skeleton
on his farm which was located on the
south bank of the Niobrara river in
Holt eounty. The remains had been
buried fage down, evidently in a big
hurry and were identified by peopie
who had known him in life.
It has always been pretty
derstood thot the Holt

away with the Hills, bu

will un-
connty vigil
gntes made
up tll now po trace
discovered and it wi
position that the vi

st and th

f them was ever

eral

SUp-

sunk their bhodies in the

ipal acio in the } O rag- |
edy, which happened a8 few miles from |
where the remains of Chavles Hill |
were fon have nearly to 2 man left |
this country. ‘

Election Riots in Spain.
Madvrid, April 27.—The general elec- |
tions ported to have resulted fa-
vorably to the republicans, who ob
taired vicoories i1 Madrild, Barcelon:,

are 1

Valencia and other larg: towns. Slight
rioting occurred at Barcelona, Bilbao,

Grenada and elsewhere. At Barcelona
several persons were wounded by re-
velver shots.

Russia's reason for con !ondin_x: for
the closed door in Manchuria is the
¢laim that the open door is not a com-
mercial, but a political question. She
continues to assure the United States
that in some way this country’s inter-
ests will be protected in Manchuria,

| Resignation

{ Chapman of Drake university,

| the Keokulk
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Missouri’'s Lieutenant Governor
Gives Up Post.

QUITS POSITICN UNDER FIRE.

is Mailed to Governor
Dockery and Becomes Effective at
Once—Senator Thomas L. Rubey
Succeeds to the Office.

St. Louis April 27.—Lieutenant Gov-
ernor John A. Lee has resigned his
office as assistant gubernatorial exec-
ative of Missouri. The resignation
was mailed to Governor Dockery at
Jefferson City after Mr. Lee had spent
much of the day in conference with his
advisers.

It is not necessary that the resigna-
tion be accepted by Governor Dock-
ery. Under the constitution of the
state a resignation is self operative
and becomes effective the moment it
is filed with the governor.

Senator Thomas L. Rubey of La Pla-

ta, Mo. president pro tem of the sen-
ate, who represents the Ninth senator-
jal district, succeeds to the office of
lieutenant governor.

Lieutenant Governor Lee's resigna-
tion is voluntary. Until Saturday he
was undecided what course he would
pursue and declined to say whether he
would resign. After consultation with
his advisers he decided to withdraw
from office and he announced to his
friends that he had become a private
citizen. He expressed gratification in
laying aside the cares and responsibil-
ities of office and remarked that hold-
in,: a position of trust was a thank-
less job at the best.

\:r Lea seemed relieved as a result
oz his action. He declined to talk of
the possibilities of the grand jury in-
vestigation now in progress or of
what his future action would be in re-
gard to the inquisition.

Mr. Lee gave out the following pub-
Mc statement: “A desire to retire

from political life and personal pub-
1heity prompted my resignation.
Now that I am just a private citizen I
hope that my enemies and crities will
forzet some of my faults and mistakes
and try to remember, if possible, some
of the things that I might be com-
mended for. If one has railed to ful-
fill public requirements and has made
an error, it seems to me that when he
voluntarily relinquishes all claims to
office and homor and sets out to make
whatever reparation he can that he
should at least be permitted to con-
tinue to live. I feel that my effort to
reform abuses in legislatiye matters
hag brought upon me troubles that I
could have avoided by a policy of si-
lence and concealment and that deter-
mination to @¢o right and refusal to be
deterred thevefrom has brought about
my political dewnfall.”

Senator Rubey, who is forty-one
years of age, was formerly a member
of the faculty of mines and metallurgy
at Rolla, Mo. and resigned this po-
siton to engage in the banking busi-
ness at Maecon. Later he moved to
Lebanon and' was elected to the sen-
ate in 1900. During his legislative ca-
reer he voted and worked against the
interest of the baking powder combine.

has

Seeks a Successor t Tyner.
Washington, April 237.—Postmaster
General Payne had a talk with Attor-
ney General Knox about a saitable
man to put in eharge of the I¢gal di-
viston of the postoffice department.
As General Tyner, the assistant attor-

ney general, has been removed, and
Mr. Christiancy, the oilicer temporar-
ily in charge, is to remain away pend-
ing the investigation, it becomes im-
perative to pwovide another man in
{the place, at least remporvarily. The
Ques n of the sel ion of some ono

- | to succee meral Tyner permanently
will be taken up by Postmaster Gen-
eral Payne very soon.

Pole Vault Recoird Smashed.

Des Moines, April 27.—H. Thurman
in Des
the world’s pole vault
record at the home fleld, making a
vault of twelve feet. The world’'s rec-
cord was eleven feet and ten and one-
half Inches, held by Clapp of Yale,
who has boen physical Instructor at
(Ia.) Young Men's Chris-
Uan associntion t‘or two ye&u

Moines, broke

American ‘quadron to Greet Loubet.

Bona, Algeria, April 27.—When
President l.oubet arrived here he re-
celved a telegram from Forelgn Min.
ister Delcasse, who is at Tunis, in-

i!ormin;z him that the American squad-
| ron will proceed to Marseilles to greet
| the president when he arrives at that

port, April 29, and to salute in honor
of his retura to France.
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