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Francis Marion Drake, 
GOVERNOR Or IOWA. 

Last week % we journeyed to Center-
ville to pay our last tribute to a depart
ed friend. Eight years before we 
made a trip to Centerville in honor of 
the same man. Then it was to cele
brate his election as Governor of ;Iowa. 
Cannons boomed, bands played, torches 
blazed and people cheered in honor of 
the citizen who had been , thus dis
tinguished by his fellows. 

Last week the crowds were present 
but tears had taken the place of the 
cheering, there were flower? in the 
place of the torches, and the solemn 
"Dead March" of the band had suc
ceeded the lively stirring airs of the 
former occasion. 

But after all the same tnought ran 
through both observances, both were 
efforts to fittingly commemorate the 
great events of a great career, the one 
to celebrate the civic triumph of 
fellow citizen, the other to observe 
with proper pomp and solemnity the 
glorious close when Death crowns all, 

On both occasions there were the 
large mass of the simply curious", still 
others wh:m self interest had brought 
to the scene, and yet others, the sin
cere friends, whose-hearts rejoiced in 
the victory'of eight years agone and 
whose grief was genuine as they saw 
their friend cairied to his last rest. 

It was our pleasure to know Francis 
Marion Drake, intimate.y and well 
during the two years of his adminis
tration and during the six mouths pro
ceeding his election to the Governor
ship. A.lthoug"h the time was short 
it served, to show us the beauty and 
the strength, the simplicity and the 
honesty, the steadfastness and the 
earnestness ef a character, that will 
grow in brightness as the years recede 
and that will mark General Drake as 
one of the greatest men Iowa has pro
duced. -Long after the memory of 
more polished men, more astute poli' 
ticians, more wiley statesman has 
passed into oblivion, the rugged, sim
ple honesty of Governor Drake will 
stand out in bright relief. 

We shall leave to others the tale of 
the Governor's public philanthropies, 
the score of his business successes and 
his military bravery, but as we have to 
tell of General Drake as we knew him, 
aa the man of sixty-five, already wear
ing the silver crown'of age, already 
enjoying the affluence of a successful 
business career, and plunged for prac
tically the first time into the vortex of 
politics, the storm center of conlkcting 
elements and factions iand ambitions, 
and bearing himself through it all as 
a simple, great hearted, generous-
minded man, a steadfast friend, a 
lenient enemy and possessed of those 
virtues that make for greatness in 
every age and clime. 

As is the case with most public men, 
General Drake was assailed with ca
lumny and slander. When snch charges 
were made, he met '.hem boldly and 
unllinchin ,ly; proved them untrue and 
passed on, and no man ever saw one 
trace of malice in his heart toward his 
traducers, although more than once he 
had them in his pjwer, «lt is due to the 
memory of our friend to say that these 
charges which saddened the last yeaji_ 
of his administration, were wholly un
true and without foundation, and we 
believe that no one was more intimate, 
or had better rpportunity of knowing, 
the governor's every act at that t'me, 
than ourselves. 

Governor Drake's administration 
w.is comparatively uneventful, but no 
man can be governor of Iowa without 
being confronted daily with problems 
that require honesty, plain dealing, 
tact and ability. No one has ever been 
able to point to one discreditable act of 
the Drake administration; no one has 
bee a able to show that during his time 
in office he ever used his official posi" 
tion to favor any one of the corporate 
interests in which he was a large hold
er. 

In fact it was his strict adherence to 
ideals of duty which prompted the ma
licious charges set on foot by those who 
found that General Di ale: was govern
or in fact as well as in name, and not 
the pliant tool they had thought him. 

- The Savior said "Inasmuch as ye 
• have done it unto the least of these, 
even so have ye done it unto me.'' if 
this be a supreme test of Christianity, 

Governor Drake could read his title 
^clear to all the promisee the Good :iook 

mav.es No man was more considerate 
of others, more kiudly, more careful 
-not to offend. With him it was ever 
others first and himself afterward, it 
was this that made the governor such a 
lovable character. One might admire 
others, one M.ight stand in awe of 6ome, 
but one loved General D;ake 

Space does not permit us to tell all 
the acts of private charity; acts un
known to the world and to t.:e press, 
•'one by the governor. His public 
gifts to Drake University, etc., do not 

' represent c ne-half of his benevolence. 
Many an old soldier did the general sup
port; {many a poor boy and girl has he 
helped on the threshold of life Many 

. the struggling, obscure cauaa he has 
befriended. 

To us he was almost as a second fath
er; loving, strong, patient and true, and 

• a large portion of our heart's love is 

buried in the grave with Governor 
Drake. 

General Drake was a man of action; a 
born leader; pjssessing^mnny of the 
qualities of generalship. He was not an 
idealist; his education was gained chief
ly on the plains, in the camp and in the 
affairs of business, but he knew men, 
and the hearts of men. There was 
rich, warm, red blood in his vein«. He 
had sympathy and love for all meo. He 
felt no condescension for any man, for 
he had suffered and toiled in every walk 
of life He was no: vain, but h° want
ed to be liked and loved—and in return 
he had a wealth of affection and stead
fastness to bestow. He wns stubborn 
We never saw him driven an inch, but 
he would go t3 almos any length for a 
friend. He was the most guileless and 
truthful of men—except, that nq man 
could deceive him more than once. He 
was earnest, sincere and honorable His 
life was one of action He was a crea
tor, a doer. He left theories to others; 
for him were the practic il aff airs of 
life, the accomplishments of fact*, 

guidance of his noble and christian 
parents that the character of the sub
ject of this sketch was formed. The 
latch string of th® Drake home was 
always out, and never was the weary 
traveler denied food and rest, or turn
ed away. 

WENT TO CALIFORNIA 

The gold discoveries in California 
attracted the restless spirit of this 
young pioneer and he joined the great 
throDg then crossing the almost track
less plains and the impenetrable 
mountains of that vast and wild region 
of country. During the early fifties, 
when barely of age he made two suc
cessful trips tu the golden shore of the 
Pacific Ocean, taKintr large herds of 
stock to hii di^p jscd of in the mining 
district-s alnny ibe Sacramento Valle*'. 
Every mile of thi route, after leaving 
the Missouri i-iv- r, was fraught with 
danger from heidoof wild animals aud 
hostile Indians, i\quiring great vigil
ance and daring to escape their cunn
ing and hattod for intruders, who 
were over-running their hunting 
ground', killi'iy and -caring the game 
out of their u-utl haunts. 

THKILMNO EXPERIENCES 

It w,i« at i he crossing of Shell Creek 
iu Nebraska that he commanded 

FRANCIS MARION DRAKK. 

Stevenson said l ,I know what joy is, 
for I have done good work." Such joy 
Governor Drake must have known 
throughout his longuand busy life time. 

We cannot lay down the pen without 
saying one word to the sons and daugh
ters, who were us the apple of his ey. 
Their names were constantly and lov
ingly upon his tongue Ha was iiroud 

twenty men in a spirited and prolonged 
engagciueut with a large force of 
Pawnee Inliaus, defeating them and 
ii tiiutin.r severs loss He was a passen
ger on the ill fated "Yankee Blade" 
wrecked September !50, 1854, on the 
Pacific Oi«ear\ wnile returning from his 
second trip; the vessel was a total loss 

land intuv lives were lost Drake 

signed to duty commanding a brigade 
of troops and the post of Duval's Bluff 
Arkansas, until the muster out of serv
ice in September, 1865. 

CAME TO CENTERVILLE 

On his leturn he re entered the 
merchai^tile trade at Centerville, where 
he had removed hi ? family m the fall 
of 1862. and also eugaged in the prac
tice of law in the State and Federal 
courts, being first associated with 
Judge gAmes .Hatris and later with 
General A. J Baker, at the Center
ville 'bar. But his crowning success 
was won as a projecter and builder of 
railroads, having built five railroads 
in Iowa, Missouri, Illinois and Indiana. 
The apple of his eye was Drake Univers
ity at the city of Des Moines founded 
and maintained mostly by his liberal 
donations and careful personal super
vision, during the past twenty years. 
Another cherished object, recently com
pleted, was the Drake Public Free :  

Library building, erected and present-; 
ed by him to the association having | 
cost about |35,000. j 

Hog Cholera 
is not onTy prevented, 
but positively cured by 
feeding Pfatts Food. 
An ordinary remedy will 
not do this, but Pratts 
is the world's standard, 
and is fed in every civil
ized country on the 
globe. 

Your dealer has a Handbook alt about 
Hog diseases. Ask him for ouef and try 
a package of Pratts Food. 

Pratt Food Co 
Philadelphia 

The Original Stock and 
Poultry Foods 
of America 

' In use over 30 years 

I. A. 

of every one of the r accomplishments 
and succfsses. Newr were his dear, 
kiudly eyes so bright as when speaking 
of them; never did he seem more hu-j 
man and more lovable. Better than the | 
inheritance of wealth he left them, is! 
the heritage.of love and honor, aud j 

good name. 
Personally, no man ever had a be.ter j 

and a kindlier friend than we had in 
Governor Drake. In the two years of 
intimacy there was never a jar or a' 
misunderstanding, never an unkind 
word, or ungenerous deed. We can 
Lever forget the thoughtful, affection
ate letter with which the governor 
sought to cheer the last days of our 
father by kindly words about his son. 
We shall be glad indeed if our words 
shall in some measure convey the 
strength of our affection, and sha:l car-
ly comfort and consolation to those Who 
loved him. 

The story of the governor's life we 
leave to the pen of his life-long friend, 
Gen. H. H, Wright, of Centerville, as 
published in the "Iowegian," of"that 
place. 

In that great book of Life, where 
greatness is but a synonym for Love 
and charity and kindliness, and true-
heartedness and honesty, the name of 
Francis Marion Drake will be found, 
written in letters of gold, by angel fin
gers traced. 

Francis Marion Drake was born in 
Rushville, county seat of Schuvler 
county, Illinois, December 30th, A. D. 
18.'i0; died at his home in Centerville, 
Appanoose, county, Iowa. November 
20th, A. D. 191-8, at 10:45 ». m., being 
the second son of Judge John Adams 
Drake, by his wife, Harriet Jane 
O'Neal, natives of North Carolina and 
both late of Appanoose Comity, Iowa, 
deceased. 

The family located in Iowa at Fort 
Madison in the year 18*37 and have re
sided in the state continuously ever 
since. Judge Drake joined the ho^t of 
emigrants then pouring into the new 
state and located in Davis county, at 
what is now Drakeville, in 1340, where 
he engaged in merchautile aud genera! 
trading pursuits, in which employ
ments his young sons were soon in
stalled as active partners carrying on 
the most extensive trading establish
ment in this part of the country for 
many years. The goods for the store 
were hauled with ox teams from the 
Mississippi river at *01d Alexandria, 
Keokuk and Fort Madison and the 
bogs and cattle sold for the markets 
were driven on foot to the same points 
on the river, there being no means of 
transportation except by water ami 
overland by teams. It was in the rug
ged school of pioneer days, under the 

was conspicuous by msT'ciaring ana 
heroic elfor s to rescue others from the 
do nied ships. 

WENT TO WAR • 

At the outbreak of the civil war in 
lSUl he was engaged iu merchandizing 
in the villiage of Uniouville, where a 
company of volunteers were organized 
at the first call for troops and he was 
elected and commissioned captain of 
the company. He joined the command 
of Colonel John Edwards, organized 
for the border defense and was com-
missional as major, where he rendered 
distinguished service through the 
critical times in the border counties of 
Iowa and Missouri, during the summer 
and fall of 1 SOI. General Benj. M, 
Prentiss assigned him to the command 
of the city, of St. Joseph. Missouri, the 
hotbed of secession in that sectiou, 
holding the post at the timeof General 
Sterling l'rices raid into 'be state and 
the captvre of Colsnel Mulligan and 
his brigade at Lexington. His success-
full defense of the city in several at
tacks and his civ.l administration were 
highly commended by his superior 
officers. 

IN DESPKKA'L'E BATTLE. 

When the 30th Iowa volunteers was 
organized in the summer of 1802, be 
was commissioned and mustered into 
the service as its Lieutenant Colonel 
serving in that capacity during the 
arduous campaigns made by that dis
tinguished Iowa regiment. 

During the Camden expedition under j the 
General Fred Steele, organized to aid ' 
General Bauks in the Ued liiver cam- j 
paign, he was selected to command a| 
brigade of troops escorting a supply i 

train, when he was assailed by General • 
Fagan's whole cavalry command con
sisting of several brigades commanded 
by such distinguished offices as Genera! 
Joseph Shelby and General John S. 
Marinaduke. The engagement is des
ignated in history as the battle of 
Mariis Mills, (ought on April 25th, 1804 
where fifteen hundred troops command
ed by Colonel Drake withstood the 
a-^iiults of the combined forces of the 
enemy nnm' ering threi or four times 
as many nieu all well mounted, for five 
or six hours of desperate fighting cul
minating in the almost mortal wound
ing of Colonel Diake, the capture and 
destruction of his train, and the sur
render of the greater portion of his 

The Regular and Reliable Council 
Bluffs Specialist will visit 

DENIS0N, at FARGO HOUSE 

Tuesday Dec. 8th. 
Returning every four week?. Office 

D5urs Traill- V. JVJ d. 1X1. lO O p. 111. 

I Wish to call attention to the new and, 
complete line of Dry Goods I have pur
chased. For the first time in the his
tory of Deloit there is now a complete 
line of New fresh Dry Goods in the 
town. I have bought nothing but the 
best, and latest fabrics direct from the 
mills and you are especially invited to 
call and inspect the same. You will find 
it just as represented. Give me a call. 

J. A. HALBERG, 
DELOIT, i0WA. 

THE CITY FEED STORE 

Iowa 'Phone 

N o .  1  0  .  

We exchange flour for wheat. 
Your choice of fiour. A full 
line of every thirg in the way 
of feed always on hand. : : 

Stove wc:i s;lit or in chuncks deliv-
v ered to j»M m of the city. 

B. H. Foderberg, 
CVVV .V^ . *» WWV* WWVVViW\! 

R. Temple Co. \ 
A l l K i n d s  o f B u i  I d  i  n  g  f l a  t e r i a l .  

Have For Sale 

Hard and soft coal, lime, cement and hair 
hard wall plaster. Lime wall finish—all 
colors. Stock and hog wire fence, chicken 

wire garden fence. Extension aud cone 
ladders. All kinds of sewer pipe. Build- •<. 

mg paper ana rooimg paper, mi nuus ui 
doors—fancy and plain front and screen 

doors. Full window screens on •'•short 
notice. Other things too numerous to 
mention. : : : : : ; 

DR. STOCKDALE 
Cures permanently the^ases he under
takes and sends the incurable home with 
out taking k fee from them. This is 
why he continues his visits year after 
year, while other doctors have made a 
few visits and stopped. Dr. Stockdale 
is an eminently successful specialist in 
chronic diseases, proven by the many 
cures effected in cases which have baffled 
the skill of other physicians. His hospi
tal experience and extensive practice 
have made hitn so proficient that he can 
name and locfte disease in a few min
utes. 

Treats all carable casses of Catarrh, 
Nose, Thron Lungs and diseases of 

Eye and liar, Stomach, Kidneys, 
llheunat f-iii, Blood and kin diseases, 
and disorders of the bladder and Female ; 
organs. j 

NERVOUS DEBILITY 

Are yon nervous, despondent, weak j 

and debilitated, tired mornir.gs, no am 
bition, lifeless, meinoiy poor, easily fa
tigued, excitable and irritatabU*, eyes 
sunken, red and blurred pimples on 
face, dieains and night looses, restless, 
haggard looking, weak bai 'K, deposit in 
mine and drains, distru>tful, want of 
confidence, lack of Energy and strength 

Sexual weakness and nervous 
Diseases a specialty. 

Wonder fu l  Cures  

Perfected in all cases which have been 
neglected or unskillfully treated. No 
experiments or failures Consultation 
free and confidential. 

Cul l  on  or  u  Jdress  

DR. B. A. STOCKr 

Estimates On 

S h o r t  N o t i c e  

JUST RECEIVED. 

T W O  C A R  L O A D S  Q ¥  

Granite Monuments, Tablets, 
and Head Stones. 

have now largest 

stock ever brought to Western Iowa 

CALL AND SEE THEM 

s o 

aiilllil 

M == CRAWFORD COUNTY 

Cilizeas' Nafional B« 
Des Moines, icva 

command. He was left on the field 
supposed to be mortally wounded iu | To see Dr. Stockdale in Des 
the left thigh, but was soon after re- cail Saturdays, or write, 
moved to the union lines and later he • 
r ached his home where he was confin
ed Jfor nearly six months and then re
joined the command at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. For this gallant and rfti 
cient service he was brevetted brigadier 
general ot U. S, Volunteers and as-

Moines 

Real Estate Exchange! 
Iowa, Kansas. Oklahoma and 

South Dakota Lands for Sale. 

Money Loaned on City and 

Town Property 

m 
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Illinois Change in the Train Service 
Centr >1 l{. It. 

Trains No 5 Wir-r. Hound due Deni-
sonatll. 17 pin un.1 No. (j east bound 
due Denii-ou at 1 p m will be discon
tinued, effective Sunday, Nov. 15. 

E. GUlilCK 
BROADWAY, 

Manager. 
DEN1S0N, IOWA. 


