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WASHINGTON LETTER

‘I.‘imely and Interesting Gossip from

i the National Capi‘ol.

INTEREST IN EASTERN WAR

The Hero of Chemulpo Is n Graduate
of Annapolis—The Tantalux Clab
o to Be Perpetuated — Japan
Oopies American I'olTey.

Washington —Admiral Uriu, whose
splendid victory at Chemulpo has given
him a place
with ‘Dewey and
Sampson among
the great naval
commanders o f
this generation, is
not unknown in
Washington. Lilke
Dewey and Samp-
son he is a gradu-
ate of the United
Statesnaval acade-
my at Annapolis,
\ ! where he complet-

ed his course in
SamitalUrle S e T i served
there for four years and then
went to the British military school
at Greenwich, so that his great
achievement may properly be attrib-
uted in some degree, at any rate, to his
Anglo-Saxon training. His wife, who
i8 a Japanese, is a Vassar graduate,

goodly proportion of the money ne had
saved while praciicing law., But cven
though Powers abandons Washington,
his memory wl!l still linger. To have
been the founder of the Tantalus club
is in itself a distinction which raizes
Powers far above the level of the or-
dinary member of the house.

At home In Boston Powers had re-
garded himself as something of a man.
He was popular, prosperous and was
supposed to have a political future.
When he was lucky enough to be elect-
ed to congress, he had glowing ideas
of what he would accomplish in Wash-
ington, but he had been here only a
week or two before he discovered that
there is nothing of less consequence in
the national capitol than a new mem-
ber of the house of representatives.
He talked around a little among the
new men and found that many of them
had come to a similar conclusion. Then
he had an inspiration. He organized
all the new members on the republi-
can side into a club. The idea was to
have a dinner every little while at
which the youngsters whe were unabls
to get recognition at the capitol could
throw themselves a little and raise
themselves out of the dull level of
medioccity.

That was the origin of the Tantalus
club. Powers was made president by
unanimous consent, for there has never
been anything like the formality of un
election. It goes without saying that
the dinners of the Tantalus club were
a tremendous success.

Now, in order to perpetuate it, Pow-
ers has maneuvered so that all the
republican members of the house new
to the present congress shall be eligible

There are several naval officers in
Washington - who knew. Uriu at the !
academy and who have run up against
am on occasions since that time, A
Classmms 2f kis was Joseph H, Leon. |
ard, naval constructor in the United |
States navy. He says that three Japa-
gese boys enfered the academy in 1877 |

aud 006 graduated in 1831, They |
Jvere Tasuka Serata, Sotokichi Uriu

and Yenoske Inouye. All ¢ them have
made fine records in 1}e Jopanese wasy.
Serata died an, qamiral, just a year ago. :
‘B‘E”‘,ns and Urir distinguished them- |

- selves in the war between Japan and
China. At the academy they were very
religious; both of them were members ,
of the Young Men's Christian associa-
tion.

The Japanese officers were lucky
enough 1o receive very rapid advance- |
ment when they got home and scme of |
them were rear admirals while their
American classmates were still drudg-
ing along with the single bars of lieu-
tenants. This made it a little bit em-

barrassing for the American naval of- |

ficers who met their old Japanese
friends while touring on the Asiatic
station, but they indulged freely in
Saku and champagne, called each other
by their old academy nicknames and
lived over the old days together. Urin
was the most dignified of the lot.

Follow America’s Lead,

Secretary Moody is the happiest man
In Washington just at present. He is
rejoiced that the
Japanese navy
should have won
80 signal a victory
at the very begin-
ning of the war
with Russia. This
is not because of

-any special sym-
pathy for Japan,
although feeling
among all public
men in Washing-
ton is exceedingly
friendly to the
island empire, but
solely on professional grounds. Japan
for the last few years has been pursu-
ing a naval policy exactly in accord-
ance with that which Secretary Moody
has insisted should be pursued by tae
United States. ‘The Japanese navy has
spent money in maneuvers, has used
up powder and has worked its officers
to the limit of endurance. The resuit
was shown at Chemulpo.

Now that is exactly what Secretary
Moody has been doing with the Amer-
fcan navy at the risk of severe criti-
clism by the economists in congress and
of some ridicule by the opposition
mewspapers. So he regards Japan's

Secretary Moody.

wictory over Russia as a complete vin- |
dication of the programame which he !

had adopted.

Russia for the last few years has
pursued a policy directly coutrary to
that of Japan. Its navy has been sub-
ordinated to the army, there has been
an absence of discipline and general
slovenliness in control. Russia has
been paying only half as much for
armor plate as we have been paving
and the result is shown in the celerity

with which its battleships yielded to |

the Japanese altack. Altogether the
situation is one which is especialiy
gratifying to the men who have the
destinies of our navy in their keeping.

The Tantinlus Clab,

The Tantalus club is to be eiven a
new lease of life. Sam Powers, its
founder and presi-
dent, does not in-
tend that the or-
ganization in
which he has taken
such  pride shall
£0 oul of existence
when he leaves
congress; for .he
has announced in
advance that he
will not be a can-
didate for reelec-
tion and that he is

going home to
Congressman Powers. Boston to make
money while the

spirit is yet strong within him.

It has been a costly luxury for
Pewers to be a member of the
house. His professional income 1s

three or four times as great as his sal-
AYy a8 a member of congress, and while

et

to membership. They have all filed
applications and there will be a dinner
pratty soon at which all of them will
be piesent p2d duly initiated. Thus
the club will he in a position to per-
petuate itselt . vougi succeeding con-
gresses.

Question of Preccatnoee,

The society expeiis who have tle
social doings of the white house in
their charge have
at last come to an
understanding on
the burning ques-
tion of precedence.”
Mr. Adee, ine as-
sistantsecretary of
state who has <e-
voted a long life to
the study of ques-
tions of this k!'nd,
and Maj. MceCaw-
ley, the social &ide
of the president,
whose main busi-
ness at present is
to wrestle with the
question of who
shall go in first to
dinner, have put their heads togethr
and have arrived at a very gratifying
conclusion. 3

It seemed a little hard that such dis-
tinguished dignitaries as the chief jus-
tice of the supreme court, the speaker
of the house of representatives, the ad-
miral of the navy and the lieutenant
general of the army should be com-
pelled by the rules of social preced-
ence to wait in line at the white house
reception until a miscellaneous collec-
tion of ambassadors and diplomats had
been ushered into the presence. It is
no wonder that the supreme court jus-
tices who were the first to vun up
against the edict of the social arbiters
should file an indignant protest. So
Adee and McCawley got into conjunc-
tion and evolved a scheme by which
everybody will be satisfied.

At the reception given in honor of
the diplomatic corps, the diplomats
will head the line. Nobody objects to
that. At the other three receptions,
that to the judiciary, to congress and
to the army and navy, the diplomats
will not be in line at all. They will
| form a little group by themselves in
the oval of the blue room in front of
the door, where the president stands
and they will watch the procession go
by. Thus they will be honored specta-
tors and they will not interfere with
anybody. Everybody will be satisfied
and the game can go on

Senntor Kitirldge.

Senator Kittridge, of South Dalkota,
{s one of the mos. promising of the
men who Dhave
come into congress
in several years.
There is no man in
the senate, no mat-
ter how long he
may have been in
congress, who has
a shrewder under-
standing of the
ways of legisla-
tion than Kit-
tridge, who has
been up against it
for only a single
CONgress, He is
always in his seat
in the senate; he
waiches every play
jand knows the reason for every move.
He is popular and stronz and has al-
ready arrived at that enviable stage in
a senator's career where he has to bo
consulted with regard to ghe adoption
of any important party policy.

Kittridge is one of the youngsters,
although he seems older than he is.
He was graduated at Yale in 1882 and
is only 42 years of age. e is a great
friend of John Kean, who left Yale
15 years before. He is noted in the
senate for his good nature, for his
imperturability and an inscrutable
face, which would be a money-maker
at a poker table,

He has an idea that so long as South
Dakota remains a republican state he
can remain in congress as a South
Dakota senator and he intends to malo
the most of that pessibility. Thero
are too few senators nowadays who
come to Washington with the idea of
making this their permaneht careor

Dirtemars

Wik vipiomats Dis-
posed Of

itiridge Has to Be
Consuited,

he has been in Washington he has
spent 1ot only his“§5,000"salary, but & i

—d’lanr"'..——b-— ol

Kittridge is one of them. There is not
one chance in a hundred that ne will

not win out. LoUIS A, COOLIDGR

The Red Cross and
Russian-Japanese War

Somethidg of the History of This Remarkable Organi-
zation Instituted During Our Civil War.

> HE dogs of war have slipped
off{ their leashes, and Gen.
Sherman’s declaration that

“war is hell,” is again to
éga spell its awful truth out be-

fore the world. The boom

of cannon, the roar of mus-
ketry, the clashing of saber and bayo-
net, will be followed by the scenes of
agony and death, The raging, merci-
less monster of war presses on in re-
lentless pursuit of his human victims,
and leaves behind the hundreds and
thousands of wounded, and dying and
dead, and then along this bloody path
comes the gentle tread of the messen-
gers of mercy, as they seek to undo as
far as possible the awful destruction
wrought, to alleviate the suffering, and
to sweeten the dying moments of the
fatally wounded. As modern invention
and ingenuity have increased the fer-
riblenass of war there has been a cor-
responding advance made in the organ-
ization, equipment and drill of the hos-
pital and ambulance corps of the
armies of the various countries.

Japan, who has amazed the world in |

the last dozen years by her remarkable
development and splendid
along commercial, industrial,

alive to the probable needs for active
service on the battlefleld and in the
army hospitals. Count Von Ontsoff-
dashkoff, who was one of the closest |
friends of Emperor Alexander Iil., the |
father of the present czar, is at the
head of the Russian Red Cross and will |
work under the direct supervision and
patronage of the empress dowager. The
coffers of the society have been filled .
to carry on the work. To begin with it |
will have $5,000,000, of which St. Pe-
tersburg alone contributed $2,500,000. |
In addition to this work of the Red
Cross society, Emperor Nicholas has
accepted the offer of the knightly or-
ders of Count and Livonia and Estho- '
nia, to equip a medical corps for serv-
ice at the front, and this is only the be-
ginning of similar offers from other
royal orders and Russian socleties. i

Russia was the last of the European
powers to recognize the Red Cross
movement and enter into the trealy
known as the Geneva convention. The
movement was the outgrowth of the |
experiences of a Swiss gentleman by !
the name of Henri Durant, who wit- |
nessed in 1859 the horrors of war on |

advance | the battlefield of Solferino, and was |
educa- | aroused to the need of some organiza- |

tional lines, has at the same time been | tion which would have for its object |

perfecting her army and creating a
navy that is her pride and boast, and

‘e dread of her present foe, A=A wasw. I

denii pos
Laps the most striking feature and ef-

ficient branch of Japan's urmy organ-
ization, splendid as it is, is the hospital
and medical service.
ited with having the model field and

armies. At Tientsin and Peking in
1900 it is said that it proved its efl-

ficiency and practical superiority when |
working side by side with the same |ing the insignia of the Red Cross and

| governments responded.
Japan is cred- |
{ sented but Russia, and it was not un-
military hospital service of all modern | til three years after this convention,

the amelioration of the suffering of the !
soldiers on the battlefields and in the ’
hosplials. As a result of his efforts an ;
international convention was called to ;
meet in Geneva in 1864, to which 16
All the Eu-

ropean nations of Europe were repre-

in 1876, that she adopted the code of
the society, providing for the prote:-
tion of the hospitals and people hear-

A RED CROSS NURSE ON A

service of the American, -English,
French, Russian, German, Austrian and
Italian forces. The American and Eng-
lish official reports of that campaign
frankly concede this fact. And in the
Japanese-Chinese war in 1894-95, it
was almost as smooth working and
efficient, and did not break down dur-
ing the rapid marches up the Corean
peninsula and across Manchuria to
Port Arthur and Newchwang.

And an efficient auxiliary of the
army hospital service is the Red Cross
society. In every large cify in Japan
there are schools for training nurses.
At Tokio the empress, who is the spe-
cial patroness of the Red Cross hos-
pital and school, always presides at
the annual graduation exercises, and
with her own hands distributes the di<
plomas to the white-capped graduates.
The fact that one of the imperial
princesses has taken the full course of
training, and other of the court ladies
have followed her example, has proved
a power incentive to the young women
of Japan to enter these training schools.

Every province in Japan has a
branch of the Red Cross and each year
a union meeting of all these branches
is held at Tokio. Often as many as
10,000 members gather in the great
outdoor session in Uyeno park. The
insignia of the order is scen every-

immediate prospect that this impor-
tant auxiliary to the hospital and med-
ical service will have ‘plenty to do.
Prepavations for the war which was

believed to be coming have been going !

on for months, and the local Red Cross
societies are in shape to render even
more efiicient service than in the north
China campaign of 1900. Every year
has brought some flood, earthquake or
other disaster which has called forth
the efforts of the society, and the
prompt relief which has always been
extended is evidence of its preparedness
for service at all times. Baron Hashi-
noko is at the head of the Red Cross in
Japan,

It may not be generally known {hat
a prominent physician of Chicago, Dr.
Nicholas Senn, helped to organize the
Japanese Red Cross society, and is also
ono of its directors. Dr. Senn has just
returned home from Japan, and it is
altogether likely that he will be sum-
moned to go back.

Russia, as well as all the other prin-
cipal powers of the world, has a Red
Cross society, to supplement and
strengthen the work of the hospital
and medical service of the army. and
while it is not as well organized and
ready for work as the society of Japan,

D e L e, S

and those of other countries, still it is

CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD.

for a proper care of woun’ded enemies
or prisoners.

The Geneva Red Cross treaty was
not adopted by the United States until
1882, and it remained for this country
to organize the civil branch of the so-
ciety and have it adopted as the Amer-
ican amendment. This provides for the
extending of relief in cases of disaster
other than war, and of late years the
American Red Cross society has taken
the lead in work of this character, the
most important instance being that in
connection with the Martinique vol-
cano horror. An entirely new develop-
ment of the work of the American na-
tional society is in the industrial fleld,
where organized effort is being made

laverage.

"slraw or litter.

TALK ABOUT HOTBEDS.

They Enable Gardeners to Raise
Earlier Vegetables at But
Slightly Higher Cost,

Hotbeds are frames covered with glass
and heated by some artificial means, usu-
ally by fermenting manure placed un-
der the whole structure. They are used
for several purposes, but mainly for the
purpose of starting plants for trans-
planting earlier than they could be
started out of doors, and for the fore-
ing, on a small scale, of some of the
more common and hardy vegetables,
such as radishes. As a result, it is but
natural that they should be made and
used largely in the late winter and early
sprirg months,

The frames may be made of various
materials, but when they are to be used
for several years, they should be made
of two-inch stuff so fitted together as to
be easily taken apart for convenient
storage. These frames are commonly
made 6 by 12 feet, so as to give room for
four sask, each of whichis3by 6feet. The
south side of the frame is usually made
4 to six inches lower than the north,
thus giving drairage from rain water a3
well as a better exposure to the sun.

Ling
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CROSS SECTION OF lIOTBED.

Frames should be planned so that the
glass Is as close as possible to the plants,
without crowding them—about a foot or
a foot and a half above the soil on the
The sash is so placed upon
these frames that the lower end may be
raised for ventilation and for whatever
work and care may be necessary. They
should also be so arranged that they
can be completely removed in hot
weather.

Having prepared the frames and the
sash, the next thing is to find a location
and to furnish the heat. Preferably
hotbeds should be located in some place
sheltered from winds and slightly slop-
ing to the south,where they will receive
the full benefit of the sun’s rays. Con-
venience is another thing which should
not be overlooked, for the beds require
considerable care and so should be
handy to the house and to the water
supply. Having chosen our location we
should dig the pit which is to contain the
manure for heating. This should bedone
in the fall before freezing “'eathgr. By
filling this pit with some manureor rub-
bish the ground may be kept from freez-
ing, so that it is warmer and more eas-
fly worked when ready for use in the
spring.

The best manure for heating is fresh
horse manure containing about half
This should be piled so
as to allow heating for about two or
three weeks before ready for use. At
first the manure ferments unevenly, and
80 it must be piled several times, tak-
ing care to distribute the heating ma-
nure evenly throughout the pile. When
it has heated evenly throughout it is
ready for the hotbed. Care should be
taken to have the manure firmly and
evenly packed in the pit, and to get it in
this condition it is best toputitininlay-
ersandallow each to settle somewhat be-
fore the next is put in. When the ma-
nure is all in, level off the top and place
about six inches of rich, light loamy soil,

to provide efficient means of render-
ing instant emergency
case of accident oceurring in factories,
mills, on the railroads, in stores, |

is liable to occur.
Ever since Florence

Nightingale !
ices in the hospital at Scutari during
the terrible Crimea war in 1854-56; the |
power and efficiency of women in time !
of war has been recognized. It is|
through the Red Cross society now !

I

where at this time, and there seems | organization through which to work,
{ the women came by

{ living when he was just about fo re-

Ling and organization to help them in |
, their work of mercy, but they did have

mainly that they extend their services, |
but during the civil war in this coun- |
try and when there was no Red Cross |

hundreds aund |
thousands offering their service, and |

| rendering aid on the battle field and in |

the hospitals which brought many a !
poor fellow back to the land of the

spond to “taps” on the other side. The
women did not have the uniform ang '
the insignia of (he Red Cross then,
they did not have the splendid train- |

the same heroic, tender, compassion-
ate spirit which moves womanhood wo-
day to respond to the call of humanity
and follow in gentle ministry in the |
wake of the warring armies. Then !
there were the individuals moved by
one impulse of mercy and purpose of
service searching the Dbattlefields for
the wounded and dying after the smoke
of conflict had passed and the still dark
night had settled down; to-day there
is the organized effort, the uniformed
corps, the systematic service, the per- |
fect equipment. There can be no hope |
to improve over the noble spirlt nf
self-sacrifice and devotion of the wo-
men of the days gone by, but with that
same spirit moving womanhood to-day,
how vastly ‘more . effective become her
efforts ‘through such an organization
as the Red Cross society

|
|
|
|
|
|
1

treatment in !
schools, homes and wherever accident |

rendered such noble and splendid serv- |

| milking.

preferably with considerabie humus,
upon it.

After the manure has been placed in
the bed the temperature will rise very
rapidly for several days until it reaches
amaximumtemperature,after which the
temperature gradually recedes. When
it has fallen to about 80 or 90 degrees. it
is ready for the seed. The depth of ma-
nure depends upon the climate, purpose
for which it is to be used, and the length
of time heat is required. L. H. Bailey
says: ‘“Hot beds which are supposed
to hold two months should have about

i 215 feet of manure. For a light hotbed,

to be used late in the season, 6 or Sinch-
es may be sufficient.”

By bearing in mind these general di-
rections and the cross-section shown
here, one may easily construct a hetbed
that will make pessible earlier and bet-
ter vegetables at but very slightly in-
creased cost and trouble.—M. L. Merritt,
in Prairie Farmer,

CARE OF DAIRY ANIMALS.

The milk of any animal suffering
from disease should not be used for
food in any form.

The milking stable should be as free
from dust as possible at the time of
Feed dry fodders after the
milk is removed from the stable.

Brush the udder and flanks with a
stiff brush to remove the dirt and loose
hairs. Sponge off the udder thoroughly
with clean water, leaving it moist,
but not dripping wet.

Ensilage, turnips, etc., should only
be fed immediately after milking, so
as to allow time for the elimination of
the volatile products of these feeds
from the system of the animal.

Use only clean tin milk pails. Reject
all rusty or patched tinware in the
milk business. Unless seams and joints
are extra well soldered, it will pay to
have an extra coating over all the
seams, and the joints well flushed.—
Farm and Fireside, -

GOOD ROADS QUESTION.

Thoughtful People Everwhere Agrag

That It Bears an Important Res /

lation to National Life.

The following communication to thd
president signed by more than 60 off
the prominent men of the state o
Maryland, comprising county, .schoo
and road commissioners, touches upony
some vital points in the problem off
road improvement: ‘‘The element
that have hitherto constituted th
American race which has made our
country great are the ones most likely‘!
to keep it great. To leave the frui
of our toil to be enjoyed by our chﬂj
dren’s children is a more pleasing pros
pect than to look forward to a time
when they shall vanish from the
homes we created and their places by
taken by the progeny of those wh
may come into the house after wi
have swept and garnighed it. Now,
large families are bred in the country.,
The city kills them. It has been
proved that five generations of ecit:
life suffice to wipe out any family thal
receives no new infusion of country,
blood. We therefore applaud you
statement that ‘it is a good thing to
encourage in every way any tendency,
to check an unhealthy flow from the
country to the city.” To that end yom
point out the most effectual means:
‘No one thing can do so tuch to offsed
the tendency toward an unhealthw
trend from the country into the city!
as the making and keeping of good
roads.” But why are country roads
bad? Because the entire burden of
building and repairing them has im
most cases been thrown on the farm-
ers, whose means are not sufficient for
the task. This is unjust. Good roads
benefit not only the farmer who hauls
his produce over them, but also the
city to which it is hauled.” Every large
city far exceeds in wealth the country
area which supplies it with food and
which in turn is supplied by it with
manufactured goods; yet the poorer of
the two partners, city and country,
has to bear the expense of keeping up
the highways of communication be--
tween them. What can be more evi-
dent than that the cost of a public
necessity should be shared alike by
those who profit by it? Above all, the
paramount need for large families is a
national need, and hence every section
and every class of the nation is inter=
ested in having prolific families kept
prolific by inducing them to stay on
the farms. Under an equitable sys-
tem, therefore, the state and the ration
must cooperate with the country in the
care of roads. This principle is em-
bodied in the Brownlow bill, which
provides that the national government
is to bear a portion of the expense of
road improvement. It is certain that
this aid, instead of lessening, will
greatly increase the amount which
farmers spend for roads, since thewt
can get increased aid only by increas-
ing their own expenditure. Moreover,
a given amount of money spent under
this system of cooperation will pro-
duce far greater results, since it will
be devoted in large sums to perma-
rent improvement under expert direc-
tion, instead of being wasted by inex-
perienced men in annual patchwork,
annually swept into the ditches’”
There can be no question that, as here
pointed out and as stated by the pres-
ident in his message to congress, the
road question bears an important re-
lation to our national life. Our grade
school system and our free rural mai
delivery have undoubtedly come to
stay. In no other way can the rural
population be given the educational
advantages now enjoyed by the cities
or be supplied with a proper means of
communication. Their rights to both
are unquestionable and their main-
tenance will necessitate better roads.—
Prairie Farmer. i

LIQUID MANURE TANK.

A Method of Saving and Distributing
Liguid Fertilizer That Is High-
1y Recommended.,

A large cistern is used by George L.
Clemence, of Worcester county, Mass.,
to catch and hold the liquid manure
from his cow stable.

THE BARBEL ON THE WAGON.

is about full, it is pumped out into a
large cask, which 1is placed on a
wagon, as shown in the {llustration.
Attached to the rear axle is a fan-

shaped Dboard with a number of
grooves. The liquid is let out through
a gate and flows onto this board,

where it is distributed over an area
six feet or more wide. The barrel is
fastened to the wagon by a heavy
chain which goes around it.—Orange
Judd Farmer. \

!
)

First-Class Farm Butter. )
Better butter ¢can be made on the
farm than at the creamery, if the samd
care is given, The advantages possesss
ed by the farmer who makes dairy bute
ter are that he can feed his cows on
the best foods, use more care, and work
with cleaner surroundings. A large

uniform, as the milk comes from many,

the ehurning-and manipulation of the

product by inexperienced pessons—+

idland Farmenr,

When the cistern.

proportion of creamery butter is not. i

sources; but dairy-butter is injured ixt
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