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WASHINGTON LETTER

GOSSIP OF THE CONGRESS WHICH
HAS JUST CLOSED.

NOT RICH IN REPUTATIONS

But Few Men Have Developed in the
Estimation of the Public—
New Office Building for
Senators.

Washington.—The adjournment ol
congress leaves Washington once more
In the deserted and
deadly condition
which always char-
acterizes the town
when abandoned to
its own devices.
The hotels, which
for six months
have been packed
to the roof, will
soon resemble the
barn-like inns ol
a sumnier resort
during the dead
days of winter.

There is no town
on the continent which can empty itself
more speedily than Washington of the
transient visitors who give life to it
while congress is here,

The sessionof congress which has just
come to an effd has not been rich in the
making of reputations. If any one man
has grown greatly in the estimation of
house and senate it is Speaker Cannon,
who, in a single gession, has enrolled
among the little group of really great
speakers who have presided over the Ge-
liberations of the house. There are not
mary of them. Clay, Colfax, Blaine,
garllsle and Reed are the names which
oceur easily to anybody with 2 historical
bent of mind, and it1sa high tribute to
_Cannon that at the close of an unusualiy
short and uneventful session, there
should be many who are disposed to
group him with the historie lights.

Both repubiicans and democrats unite
to sing Cannon’s praises. He is as high-
1y regarded on the democratic side of the
house asamong his cwn party associates.
Even the most hopeless partisans are
forced to admit that they have no com-
plaint to make against the spealer on
account of his conduct in the chair. So
free from partisanishp has he been that
the house has been treated several times
to a spectacle hitherto unprecedented
since the creation of the committee on
rules. That commitlee more than once
has made reports providing special or-
ders for legislation in which the repub-
licans and democrats on the committee
united in unanimous action. If this had
happened in the administrations of Reed,
or Crisp, or Henderson, it would have
been thought that the heavens were
about to fall.

Speaker Cannon,

The Democratic Leader.
Another man who has gained a repu-
tation in John Sharp Williams, the new

s

democratic leader
of the house.

Willlams was
ocomparatively un-

"known outside the
house membership
Jefore the mantel
of leadership fell
on his shoulders at
the beginning of
this congress. He
had been a member
of the house for
several terms and
had made some lijt-
tle stir by occea-
sional 'clever
speeches in which
he treated the republican majority with-
out gloves. But that he had the qualities
of real leadership was hardly suspected
except by some of his intimates until the
time came when it was necessary to
pick out somebody to assume the re-
sponsibility laid down by Richardson, of
Tennessee.

Williams rose to his opportunity in a
way to delight his fellow democrats in
the house. He has shown tact and bril-
liancy has kept his lance poised for any
possible vulnerable spots in the repub-
lican armor, and at the same time has
maintained personal relations with the
republican leaders which give him in-
fluence on the majority side of the house.

Williams is a rather curious product
of democratic generation. He was bern
in Memphis, Tenn., and his father was a
confederate colonel, killed at Shiloh.
Then young Williams, with his mother,
moved to his mother's old family home-
stead in Yazoo country, Mississippl. He

~still maintains himself there during the

rececses of congress as a lawyer and a
cotton planter. He is one of the most
highly educated men in either branch of
congress. As he himself expresses it, he
“received a fair education' at private
schools.

Congressman Wil-
llams,

New Offices for Senators.

The senate has made up its mind
that it shall not be outdone by the
house in the mat-
ter of office accom-
modations for Its
members. An ap-
propriation has
been made for a
new building to be
erected just across
the way from the
cenate end of the
ecapitol, which Is to
be used as an of-
fice building for
senators.and which
will cost, when
completed, fully
$3.000,000. It will
As the People Imag- pe in keeping with

*ined It. the architecture of
the capitol, and, with the new house
office building, and the congressional li-
biary, will complete & group of monu-
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mental structures on Capitol hill which
will not be exceeded in beauty and dig-
nity by any other group of buildings in
the werld.

The two new buildings will trans-
form what has hitherto been regarded
as an unsightly section of the city into
a spot which will be worth traveling
thousands of miles to sce. Each of the
new structures will occupy an entire
square, now filled with old houses and
defaced by glaring billboards. Under
the new arrangement each senator and
representative will be accommodate
with a fine suite of rooms, handsomely
furnished and supplied with every com-
fort that any working statesman could
desire.

It is not so many years since a great
outcry went up over the country be-
cause the senators had bought an old
hotel, known as the Maltby house,
where those who could not be supplied
with rooms in the capitol kept their
secretaries and their records. Columns
were written about the rugs, and sofas,
and private baths with which these
rooms were furnished, and many peo-
ple throughout the country imagined
that the senate was lavishing the
money of the taxpayers in oriental
luxury.

But times have changed.
by building is out of date. Those sena-
tors who are condemned to occupy
rooms there regard it as a hardship,
and there are mutterings already about
‘he dilapidated condition of the place.
But it is seen now that a senator, or
a representative, for that matfer, is en-
titled to at least as much consideration
in the choice of his working establish-
ment as a lawyver burdened with half
the business. As it is, many repre-
sentatives ara compelled to lease
rooms outside the capitol.

With the inerease in population of
the country, the statesman in Wash-
ington finds his work and responsibll-
ity thrice cor four times as great as in
the days of the seventies.

The Malt-

Ire of the Clerks.

Representative Gillett, of Massa-
chusetts, who got all Washington

about hiscars when
T e he caused an in-

crease of the hours
of labor to the gov-
ernment clerks, has
made more trouble
for himself. He is
chairman of the
house committee
on reform in the
civll service com-
mittee, which or-
dinarily has very
little to do, and he
has devoted him-
self this winter to

: ~ - making a record
Aroused the Ive of fora hithertoinnoe-

the Clerks, uous body.

He has reported a bill by which it is
proposed that after the 30th day of
June, 1907, every office ir the classified
service held by a per n who is then
over 70 years of age shall become va-
cant, and that after the 30th day of
June, 1907, every office in the
classified service shall become vacant
when the person holding it becomes 70
years old.

As if to add insult to injury, Gillett
has also reported it as the opinion of
the committee that such retired clerks
should not be pensioned.

To show the injustice of it, some of
them have prepared a list of members
of the house and senate who will be
over 70 years of age on June 30, 1907.
That list includes the name of Speak-
er Cannon, whom nobody would aec-
cuse of being superannuated. In it,
also, are the names of the following
United States seunators: Morgan and
Pettus, of Alabama; Teller, of Colo-
rado; Platt and Hawley, of Connecti-
cut; Cullom, of Imno}s: Allison, of
Towa; McEnery, of Louisiana; Hale and
Frye, of Maine; Hoar, ¢f Massachu-
setts; Burrows and Alger, of Michigan;
Cockrell, of Missouri; Gibson. of Mon-
tana; Millard, of Nebraska; Gallinger,
of New Hampshire; Platt and Depew,
of New York; Mitchell, of Oregon;

| Quay, of Pennsylvania; Bate, of Ten=

nessee; Proctor, of Vermont, and Fos-
ter, of Washington—24 in all, near}y
one-third of the senate.

The Price of Land.

Thomas F. Walsh, the Colorado mil-
lionaire, has just bought for $250,000
three lots of land
two blocks from
the white house,
which sold 100
years ago for $700,
and whi¢h up to
the middle of the
century were val-
ued at less than
$10,000. So great
has been the In-
crease in value in
real estate in the
District of Colum-
bia — an increase
which many real
estate experts be-
lieve is only just
begun.

The city of Washington is growing
to the northwest with a rapidity which
attracts the attention of all observers.
Fifteen years ago the business center
was on Pennsylvania avenue, between
Ninth and Fourteenth streets. At that
time F street, two blocks to the north,
was chiefly occupied by residences, Ten
years ago the center of business had
been shifted from the avenue to F
street, and almost every residence had
been transformed into a shop.

F street is still the center, but with-
in another flve years it will have lost
its prestige, for places of business are
encroaching almost daily on  the
streets farther north and west. Within
ten years the busiuess center wilp be
H street, and Connecticut avenue, from
Fourteenth sireet west to Seventeenth,
a neighborhood which unt{l within the
last three years was regarded as the
swell residence section of the town.

LOUIS A COOLIDSM

Soclety After Capitol
Lots,
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OB MADEMDSELL

DAINTY AND SEASONABLE FASH-
IONS FOR THE YOUNG MISSES.

PRETTY SUMMER FABRICS.

OQut of Them the Bright Girl May
Construct Attractive Garments
for Her Own Wear—
About Hats,

ANY chances of maxking
dainty little garments for
herself fall to the lot of
the modern girl, now that
really pretty materials are
obtainable so cheaply, and

now also that fashion seems to look so
kindly upon the many charming modes
which are eminently suitable from the
very fact of their simplicity, to the
special requirements of mademoiselle,
Just now, when the summer season is
almost upon us with its wealth of light
and dainty materials for charming and
inexpensive gowns, seems an appropri-
ate time to say something to the girls
along that line.

To the girl who is going away for
the summer to the seashore or lake
or mountain resort, or the girl who is
to spend the months at home, some-
thing quite new and very pretty in
the way of a dainty dressing jacket
should prove specially interesting, It
is just such a jacket as this which our
artist has illustrated in one of the ac-
companying sketches, and although the
design is an exceptionally preity one,
the jacket might nevertheless be very
successfully attempied by a clever
home dressmaker, such as many of the
girls of the present day have proved
themselves to be.

The material suggested for the dress-
Ing jacket in question is one of the new
patterns In Viyella, with little bunches
of flowers In pale shades of pink and
green, scattered over an {vory-white
background. The jacket is prettily
gathered on cords all the way round,
the cords going across the bLack and
front, and also along the top of the
sleeve. The collar is of fine muslin or
lawn, with white embroideries. It is,
of course, detachable, as it will proba-
bly need to be washed more often than
the jacket itself. If embroidered lawn
is not forthcoming the collar might be
made out of two embroidered hand-
kerchiefs, cut across diagonally, so that
they make four points. This collar is
finished in front in quite a new way,
with large buttons covered with rib-
bon, and sewn in the center of ribbon
rosettes, which are then finished with
loops and ends. The sleeves are drawn
into a band of embroidered lawn. and
finished with kilted lawn frills, and ro-
settes and loops of ribbon to match the
trimming in front.

This delightful little jacket for smart
occasions, but for those who prefer
something of a simpler kind the same
idea might be carried out very success-
fully in floral Viyella, without any rib-
bon trimming, and with collar and cuffs
of plain cream Viyella, outlined with
feather-stitching or narrow cream silk
washing braid. The petticoat which
has been sketched with this dressing
jacket would be very suitable for early
summer wear, made in fine white al-
paca, a material which is not used as

W
A DAINTY DRESSING JACKET,

often as it might be, I think, for smart
but  useful summer petticoats, The
three full flounces, at the hem, are
sewn on to a deeper flounce, which
should be protected underneath by a
second thickness of the material sim-
ply hemmed. These flounces might
have three little tucks to border the
hem of each, or, if a still smarter effect
Is aimed at, each flounce might be
adorned with three rows of white satin
baby ribbon. '

An idea which might appeal to some
girls would be to have the petticoat it-
self of white alpaca, and then arrange
the deep flounce and the three small
frills in white glace silk, so that the
effect is that of a silk skirt, while the
cost Is considerably less, and the dura-
bility considerably greater. This idea
might be carried out, of course, equally
well in colors, as in white, with the ad-
vaniage that the colors, unless very
pale shades were chosen, would be far
more economical than white.

Our other illustration represents one
of the latest and prettiest versions of
the coat and skirt costume, a simple,
but becoming style, which is likely to
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\2e worn al! the summer through, since
ol ag Ghsie yrigte Ll

there can be no longer any doubt that
the neat, semi-fitting, and occasionally
even light-fitting Eton coats and bole-
ros will quite take the place of the
loose Russian blouses and pouched
fronts, which have been popular now
for such a long time. This pretty
dress should be made In a fine smooth
cloth or soft tweed in a pale shade of
pastel green, the coat arranged with an
applique and strappings of white box-
cloth, and further adorned with small
dull gold bu.iong arranged in groups
of three.

The coat {s cut with the prevailing
slope on the shoulder, where the seam
is hidden under a strapping of white
standing cloth, and at the wrists.there
are those full ruffles of fine lawn, which
are also to be seen on most of the new
walking costumes for the late spring
and early summer. Deep ruffles of lawn
or lace, chiffon or mousseline de soie,
are everywhere asserting themselves,
and mademoiselle may be glad to
know of this fact, so that she may pro-
vide herself beforehand with a goodly

THE LATEST COAT AND SKIRT COS-

TUME.

stock of these dainty dress accesscries.
These lace rufiles, by the way, are most
satisfactory when they are made up on
special little bands of their own into
which they can be gathered or folded,
so that they are complete in them-
selves. The band can then be tacked
quite lightly into the sleeves and the
whole thing can be easily removed to
be washed or cleaned. Girls who may
chance to have nice little pieces of real
lace given to them, from time to time,
as some lucky girls do, should make a
point of collecting and saving them
carefully, with a view to the manu-
facture of these dainty ruffles in the
immediate future.

But to return once more to our
sketch, whence I have wandered to give
this little disquisition on the subject of
ruffies, the style of the graceful walk-
ing skirt is well worth noticing care-
fully. The wide flat pleats, which are
outlined with tailor-stitching, run
downwards from the waist, and give
the effect of an overskirt, bordered
along the edges by lines of stit™ing
and groups of dull gold buttons. These
pleats come only at the sides and back,
leaving a plain panel down the center
of the front, and the skirt is finished
near the hem with double box-pleats
to form a flounce. At the waist there
is a wide rucking belt of white soft
kid. drawn through a large buck}s of
dull gold.

In the matter of hats, mademoiselle
will have a wide choice this summer.
and she must indeed be very difficult to
sult if she is not able to find something
that will be specially becoming to her.
The hats with turn-down mushroom
brims.are not to be despised by any
means for country wear, since they
give a good shade to the eyes, while to
the average girl they are quite sur-
prisingly becoming. For morning wear
they are pretty trimmed either with a
very wide frayed-out ruche of glace
silk or else with choux of soft satin
ribbon, arranged round the crown in
graduated sizes. For morning wear,
also, the straw hats, trimmed only with
straw, are very appropriate. Sometimes
the straw is Arranged in the form of
loops and bows. rosettes, or buckles.
In other cases the straw is worked up
into the close semblance of bunches of
small flowers, tiny roses and rose-buds,
for example, {inted in various colors
to fnatch the straw hats upon which
they will be used for trimmings.

ELLEN OSMONDE.

The Important Comma.

A Philadelphia business man thinks
he has an exceedingly bright office boy,
and nothing pleases him better than to
tell how he acquired the youngster's
services. A short time ago he posted
in his shop window a notice which
read as follows: “Boy wanted about 14
years.” A lad of that age, with little
that was prepossessing in his appear-
ance, came into the office and stated
that he had read the notjce.

“Well, do you think you would like
to have the position, my boy?” asked
the merchant, gazing patronizingly
over the rims of his spectacles at the
unabashed youth.

“Yes,"” came the prompt response, “J
want the job, but I don’'t know that I
can promjse to keep it for the full 14
years."”

Then the merchant remembered that
he had left out a comma on ais sign;
but he told the boy he might mave the
position.—Philadelphia Telegraph.

Just Before the Battle.
“This bread isn't fit 1o+ a dog to
eat,” growled the husbhar.t.
“Very weil, my dcaz,” replied his
wife, “don’'t eat it, tnen."=—Chicagec
Daily News.

MODERN FEEDING METHODS

They Cannot Be Put Into Practice
Without the Use of an Up-
to-Date Self-Feeder.

I have found a self-feeder almost in-
dispensable to the best results in finish-
Ing steers. Fig. 1 shows the frame-
work of the one I use. It is boarded
horizontally with matched drop siding.
Feeder is filled at d. The corn enters
leeding trough through slot 134 inches
wide and 10 or 12 fect long at floor line

I \

2
‘ R
| 279
|
| 2
| / \
. Fic 1. ue

| END VIEW OF FEEDER.

petween studding an sides, which are 2
et apart. These slots have drop
boards to close when necessary (ses
Fig. 2) as a new lot of cattle must not be
put on full feed at once. Trough, which
Is open entire length building, is built on
ands of floor joist, having no other sup-
port.

Trough is slanted from building to
edge, as shown at b, with beveled strip
on angle next outer €ide to avoid sharp
corner and collection of slcbbered feed
to sour and mold. Sufficient incline is

N 7 ;
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THE FEED GATE.'

glven lengthwise of trough to quickly
drain. This feeder may be readily
moved by team from place to place,
runners shown at ¢, substantially braced
by 2x6-inch pieces to 2x8-inch floor joist
Small door may be provided in end for
removing any left-over supply at end of
feeding season.—J. D. Gayle, in Farm
and Home, J

NOTES FOR BUTTER MAKERS

To Secure Satisfactory Results Cows
Must Be Well Fed and Utensils
Kept Clean,

Keep dairy cows in a good pasture;
give them plenty of pure water to
drink: give them plenty of pea vine
and other nutritious hays, and about
five pounds of cottonseed meal per day.

Keep the cow and everything used
in the dairy clean.

Strain the milk through two thick-
nesses of cheese cloth as soon as
milked. Skim by means of a separa-
tor. Put the cream into a refrigera-
tor where the temperature is 45 de-
grees. When the cream is sufficiently
sour, strain through a wire-gauze
strainer into a barrel or box churn.
Add suflicient butter color to give the
butter a nice straw color. Use a dairy
thermometer at all times and have the
temperature of the cream at about 56
degrees in the summer and 60 degrees
in the winter. Do not fill the churn
ever one-third full. Revolve the churn
crank just fast enough to cause the
cream to fall from one side of the
churn to the other with full force.
Stop the churn as soon as the butter
particles are about the size of wheat
kernels. Draw off the bulter milk and
wash the butter first in wold brine and
then in cold clear water. Remove the
butter from the churn, add an ounce
of salt for every pound and work un-
til the salt is evenly distributed.—
Southern Farm Gazette.

‘ Cost of an Improved Road.

Replyirg to an inquiry in the QGa-
zette as to the cost per mile of six-
inch gravel road surface laid with
rolter, S. C. Lancaster, of Madison
county, Tenn., referring to some road
laid in that locality, says: Part of
the material used comes from south-
ern lllinois, and part of it has been
obtained on the Tennessee river, about
60 miles east of us. A 12-foot road,
with gravel laid six inches in the cen-
ter and four inches on the side, after
roiling complete, costs, approximately,
£3,000 per mile. This varies somewhat
with the nature of the grading and
the distance the material is hauled by
wagons. This season we are arrang-
ing to haul our material from the cars
| to the roads with traction engines and
especially constructed steel cars, and
we expect to rednce the cost consider-
ably over team hauling, and hope to
be able to bunild a 12-fcot road for ap-
proximately $2.800 where the grading
does not exceed $500 per mile.

The Chinese are perhaps the most
| lightly taxed people in the world. Ip
China all the land belongs to the state,
und a trifling sum per acre—never al-
tered through long centuries—Is paid
asrent. This is the only tax in the coun-
try, and it amounts to about 2s. €d. per
l head ycariy,

————

A MIGHTY STEP FORWARD.

The General Introduction of the Tele-
phone Has Proved of Consider-
able Profit to Farmers.

The time is not far distant when
nearly every farmer will have a tele-
phone in his house, to be used, not
only in his business, but for conven=-
ience and pleasure as well. About five
years ago the wholesale introduction of
the 'phone in the agricultural district
commenced, and now it is considered
an essential part of farm equipment by
at least a half-million farmers. It is'
particularly useful to large farmsand
cattle ranges and to the truck farmers
near the large cities and in the south.
The advantages are many, and the cost
is slight. The telephone enables the
farmer to keep in closer touch with the
markets than even the daily papers
permit. He is thus able to take ad-
vantage of a rising market and send
on his produce or stock, or hold off in
the face of declining prices. Out in
Illinois last year buyers from outside
began to clean up the broom corn at
$60 a ton, when a telephone manager
called up the farmers on his line and
told them the market was rising rapid-
ly. The result was that before the
season ended they got $240 per ton for
their crop. The telephone is of great
benefit in time of danger from frost,
as it enables the farmer to receive the
frost warnings disseminated by the
weather bureau from 12 to 36 hours
in advance of the threatened freeze.
Information of this kind to be of value
must be received at the earliest prac-
ticable moment, as it takes time to
prepare to figsht frost, and a few hours’
delay may mean the loss of an entire
season’s profits. The telephone on
the American farm has come to stay,
and its advent marks a distinct step
forward.—M\lidland Farmer. -

VOTED FOR NATIONAL AiD.

Senate Committee Will Report in Fa-
vor of Uncle Sam Helping Im-
prove the Highways.

The friends of national aid to road
improvements have achieved their first
general victory in congress. The sen-
ate committee on agriculture has de-
cided to repert favorably on the Gal-
linger-Latimer bill, which is a dupli-
cate of the biil introduced in the house
by Representative FBErog/nlow. The
vote is reported to have stood six to
one in favor of the measure. Four
democratic senators, Bate, of Tennes-
see; Money, of Mississippi; Simmous,
of North Carolina, and Latimer, of
South Carolina, and two republicans,
Fosfer, of Washington, and Quay, of
Pennsylvania, voted for a favorable
report. The only vote in opposition
was that of Senator Proctor, of Ver-
mont,

Before voting on the bill the com-
mittes adopted several amendments af-
fecting the distribution of the road:im-
provement fund among the states.
One, which was insisted upon by Sena-
tor Foster, of Washington, provides
that $100,000 is to go to each state, and
that the balance is to be divided in
proportion to population. Another
amendment provides that in making
the distribution according to popula-
tion the cities of over 10,000 shall not
be counted. This amendment is like-
ly to provoke strong opposition, on
the ground of injustice to those states
which contain large cities. It will be
charged that this provision amournts
to very much the same thing as “tax-
ation without representation.”

On the whole, however, this report
must be considered as a great forward
step, and an indication that ultimate
success will be achieved in the near
future.

3

ACCURATE LAND MEASURE.

It Is Quite Easy to Make and More
Effective Than the ‘“Stepping-
Off"” Method.

Having much land measuring to do
requiring greater accuracy than just
“stepping it off,” I made the- simple
affair shown in cut. The manner of
construction is there made plain. Use
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USEFUL LAND MEASURE.

hard wood pieces; five-eighth or three-
fourth by one inch is heavy enough.
Have lower roints exactly five feet six
inches apart. Round head of handle.
Grasp top lightly in hand, holding at
side, whirl handle to bring rear poirt
to front, moving off in direction to be
measured, Continue to revolve meas-
ure, changing points in advancing. It
takes three lengths to the rod.—Roberf
Fredericks, in Farm and Home.

Feeding Cows in Summer.

For summer feedng, while a com-
plete system of soiling would be profit-
able, still with the present scareity,
inefliciency and high price of labor,
most of us will pasture our cows in
sumuier. We all ought to prepare for
a dronght by having on hand plenty
of soilng crops to supplement the
pasture. For this purpose nothing is
as cheap as corn silage, but even with
this. a succession of other soiling
crops will pay well. Rye, clover, peas
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and oats, sorghum and corn make a e
goca succession.—Farmers’ Review, o™
.~




