
sawg&B 

B^Mj»^i(^»^»«tM^^-J'^^^4H$Mj»^i.v.i«^*K l*,^j *C» »T?« «$»»fr4»»fr-»$**|* *$»»t* *•!* *$*&*tw *$"£*{* *1* 'ft "•* 4* *$•• 
>444*<''-v £44*4*-H»444^*4'»S *;•>U.,v,;,; ^ 
fe.»>«j.^-»j,-^*j,*i;v-' > • •• • A. 

5IHII:;s' * -$' * ^~~~~_'E6s — * '; S^RV.  

:<T  
if Ball 1 

By ANNA KATHARINE GREEN, 
•The Mystery of Agatlia Webb," "Lost Man's Lane," Etc. * |j 

B ^ fi 
wK44***^*<T* 
$£*4 4 44 v £ •£ •*• ' 
fijtfTYYl'I 'f Author of ' »*s.«r< •:• <• -> •:• •:• «;• 
M|*4«i«444**s *4<4 

s||Ull4 ' Copyright, 1903, by the Robbs-Alcrrill Company 

f̂ v ** *1* v *i* *i' •J**** *t' **''t* vt* i* »t* v-v -t« *»* 't* ** *»' *t* *1' *i"I* •{• .*• •** »j» **< *j* *!*•*' !*• »*• »t. >*• '*< <fr 't**i**̂ * 
'I* •!• •!* 1- •*>-*•'% -!- !• ;• -' -!- :• •'. :• ..'• •'< • ;* -I- r • .; 

i  "I have visited the old house ninny 
Jmes during my sojourn in tnis little 
iottnge. The Inst time was, as one of 
Piu" number has so ulily discovered. 
\  the most memorable night in its 
lltery; the one in which Mrs. .lolltoy's 

tivrkuble death occurred there. The 
rest roused in me by the une:-:-

cied recurrence of the old fatality at-

f '  s'Hr. Cuncin 
i-

I tenthti£' two Lltrary hearthstone reached 
I Its culmination when I perceived one 
knight the giiiit  of a candle burning in 
j | the southwest chamber., i  did net 
jffjknow who was responsible for tbis 

"hght, but I strongly suspected it to be 
Mr. Jeffrey, for who else would dare 
to light a candle m this disused house 
Without first seeing that all the shut
ters were fast? 

"I did not dislike Mr. Jeffrey or ques
tion his right to do this. Nevertheless 

was-very angry. Though allied to a 
| ,oore. lie was not one himself, ami the 

'fence in our privileges affected me 
i'oiigly; consequently I watched till 

;n»ie out and upon positively rec

ognizing his figure vowed in my wrath 
and jiVtlcus indignation to visit the 
old house myself on the following night 
and make one final attempt to learn 
the secret which would again make me 
feel myself the equal of this man, if 
not his superior. 

"It was early when I went: indeed it 
was not quite dark, but. knowing the 
gloom of those old halls and the al
most impenetrable nature of the dark
ness which settles over the library the 
moment the twilight sets in. I put in 
piy pocket two or three candles, the 
(candles, sirs, about which you have 
|nade such a coil. My errand was two
fold—I .wanted first to s^e what Mr. 
* .  had been up to the night be-

i '/ . .and next to spend an hour over a |  Once these 
in book of old memoirs which in j interrupted 
iing the past might explain the ; 

' i  -lit .  You remember a door leading j 
~4 dm library from the rear room. It j 
t  |l>y this door I entered, bringing : 

_ji!e £j 'otn. |the kitchen the chair you j 
••nvard found there. j 
T knew \\-here the volume of meiy- j 

;  speak of was to be found—you t  

'  rf*?- I see—for it  was my hand ; 

______ >3M£»+t»4+2« •£> +t*+v«-«Si «?> it* S> 
lo its place and as hastily blew out the 
candle. Then, with every intention of 
flight, 1 backed toward the door by 
•which I l::ul entered. But some im
pulse stronger than that of escape 
made me stop just before I reached it.  
I  could see nothing—the place was dark 
as Topliet—but I could listen. The per
son— Mr. Jeffrey or some other—was 
coming my way, and in perfect dark
ness. I could hear the faltering steps 
—the fingers dragging along the walls; 

i then a rustle as of skirts, proving the 
j intruder to be a woman—a fact which 
I greatly surprised me—then a long 
! drawn sigh or gasp. 

"This last determined me. The situ-
I ation was too intense for me to leave 
j without tirst learning who the woman 
! was who in terror and shrinking dared 
I to drag her half resisting feet through 
i these empty halls and into a place 
; cursed with such unwholesome mem

ories. I did not think of Veronica. Xo 
j ouo looks for a butterfly in the depths 
:  of a dungeon. But I did think of Miss 
j Tuttle— that woman of resolute will.  
[ Without attempting to imagine the 
|  reason for her presence, I stood my 
|  ground and barkened till the heavy 
|  mahogany door at the other end of 
'  the room began to swing in by jerks 
|  under the faint and tremulous push of 

a territicd hand. Then there came 
' silence—a long silence—followed by a 
1 moan so agonized that I realized that 
, whatever was the cause of this panting 
|  woman's presence here, it  was due to 
|  no more errand of curiosity. This 

j whetted my purpose. Anything done 
j tn this house was in a way done to me; 

tomorrow and afterward the whole 
world," gravely returned the major. 
Then, as an ejaculation escaped the as
tonished millionaire, he impressively 
added: ' 'A perjury which allows an in
nocent man and woman to remain un

der the suspicion of murder for five 
weeks is one which not only the law 
has a right to punish, but which all so
ciety will condemn. Henceforth you 
will find yourself under*, a ban, Mr. 
Moore." Time amply verified this 
prophecy. Mr. Moore is living in great 
stylo in the Moore house and drives 
horses which are conspicuous even in 

; Washington, but no one accepts his 
invitations, and he is as much of a re
cluse in his present mansion as he ever 
was in the humble cottage in which his 
days of penury were spent. 

My story ends here. The matter nev
er came before the grand jury. Suicide 
had been proved, and there the affair 
rested. 

T1IE END. 
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3 jRiUiad placcd it in its present con- ! 
^ucut* Quite tletei 'minod lo reread : 

r*Qcii portions of it  sis I liad long before 
] uui'kocl as pertinont to the very at-
• einpt I liatl in mind, I brought in the 
i andelabruui from the parlor and drew 
!>ut a table lo hold it.  But I waited a 

!4£e\v moments before taking down tiie 
|  book itself. I wanted lirst to learn 
Vliat Mr. Jeffrey had been doing up-

I Stairs the uiglit before; so, leaving the 
light burning iu the library, I proceed
ed to-the southwest chamber, holding 
an unlit candle in uiy hand, the light 
feebly diffused through tin; halls from 
BOine upper windows being sullicient 

I for me to see uiy way. Llut iu the 
I chamber itself all was dark. 

"The wind had not yet risen and the 
I shutter which a half hour later moved 
1 fio restlessly on its eivaking hinges 
Ihugged the window so tightly that I 
llmagiiiQd Mi'. Jeffrey '  had fastened it 
ItheHjjgbt before. Looking for some re-
Iceirtaclri iu which to sot the candle 1 
|now lit,(I failed to lind anything but an 

&inpty tumblar, so 1 made use of that. 
S$pt%en|ll glanced about me, but seeing 

' "iM' worth ,niy attention -.Mrs. .lef-
^'jSTeddilig illxings did not interest 
J BiJ -eyerything .eke'-; ulnmt i!;c 
^ jju ftlung n.>t> i i l  e i  i! r < • ovc-r-

v, i .ucii f. U Ui-i. mi- as im-
!--i.  Imrriod dov, nstaiiV a:?: !ni, 

.. iije rcaiuile bHrnlsig. bcUUid mf* 
ise I' sh'JVtiU wih.ii to letuvu-aifil 

t«- I  \hiid io •( - > i  i  > id 
t  liaV- heen v.-ritu a about i 

s '4 - : A--  '  
lot a srMiid (""i '-
•MFRWSWI vt». 

thr 

to I remained quiet and watched. But 
the sounds which now and then came 
from the remote corner upon which 
my attention was concentrated were 
very eloquent. 

"I heard sighs and bitter groans, with 
now and then a murmured prayer, 
broken by a low wailing, in which I 
caught the name of Francis. And si ill,  
possibly on account; of lhe w'ueranro of 
lliis name, i thought the woman near 
me to be Miss Tattle, and even' went 
so far as to imagine the cause of her 
n'.fforing if noL the nature (>r her re-
t ' iblltiou. Words succeeded cries and 
I caught phrases expressive of fear 
and sume sort of agonized hesitation. 

broken ejaculations were 
by a dull sound. Some

thing had dropped to lhe bare lioor. 
We shall never know what it was. but 
1 have no doubt that it was 1 lie pistol, 
and that the marks of dust to be found 
on the connecting ribbon were made 
by her own fingers in taking it again in 
her hand. (You will remember that 
these same lingers had but a few min
utes previous groped their way along 
the walls.) For her voice soon took a 
different tone, and such unintelligible 
phrases as these could be heard issu
ing from her partly paralyzed lips: 

" 'I must! 1 can never meet his eye 
again alive, lie would despise— Itrave 
enough to—to—another's blood —cow
ard—when—own. Oil, God, forgive!'  
Then another silence, during which I 
almost made up my mind to interfere, 
then a loud report and a flash so star
tling and unexpected that I recoiled, 
during which the room left^ed into 
sudden view—she, too, Veronica, with 
baby face drawn and set like a wom
an's—then darkness again and a heavy 
fall which shook the floor, if not my 
hard old heart. The flash and that 
fall enlightened me. I had just wit
nessed the suicide of the last Moore 
saving myself, a suicide for which I 
was totally unprepared and one which 
I do not yet understand. 
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you are nil nioilels of courage and 
magnanimity. Von would have laid 
yourselves open to every reproach rath
er than let a little necessary perjury 
pass your lips, lint 1 am no model. 
I  am simply an ohl man who has been 
too hardly dealt with l 'or seveniy lony 
years to possess every 'virtue. 1 made 
a mistake- I see it now-trusted a do;' .-
when I shouldn't—but if Iiudge had 
U<;t seen gliosis -well, what now'!" 

VY'e had, one and all,  with an invol-
treiary intjodso turned our backs noon 
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