
I "Return of 

SHERLOCK 
H O L M E S  

By A. CONAN DOYLE, 
Author of "The Adventures •' Shcrlqck Holme*," 

"The Hound of the Bukerrllles," "Ti>» Sim 
of the four." 

"The Sign 
"A Study la Scarlet." Etc., 

ILLUSTRATED 
BY F. D. 9TBBLE 

*K 
v 
•j 

. t 

"Well, Mr. Holmes, it le difficult for 
ne to refuse you anything, for you have 
been of use to the. or twice 
In the past, you,j» Kooji 
fur# #t '^otlaQjfl' itara/f.dttd Lestrade. 
"Afftbe.fl&me ttfne I must remain, with . 
Hiy'Jjjrrebnor,'' aij'd 1 «m bound to "warn 
hln$'tflat anything he may nay will ap­
pear in evidence agninRt him.?'' 

"I wish nothing' better," sfiid our 
#Hcnt. "All 1 ask is that you should 
bear and recognize the %'bsolute^truth." ' 

I<esirade looked at hit; watch. '.'I'll 
give you half an •botjr,">«ald,tie.'- * 

"] must explain first," said McFarlane, 
•that 1 knew nothing of -Mr.! .Jerias 
Oldacre. His name was familiar to me,t 
for many years ago my parents w^rje 
acquainted with bi'm, but they drift.ed: 
•part. I was very much surprised,' 
therefore, when yesterday about 3 
o'clock in the afternoon he walked into 
my office in the city. But. I was qtilf 
more 'astonished when he told me the 
object of his visit. He had in bis band 
•everal sheets of a notebook, covered 
with scribbled writing—here they are— 
and he laid them on my table. 

".'Here is my will,' said he. 'I want 
yon, Mr. McFarlane. to cast it ipto 
proper legal shape.- 1 will sit hei'e' 
while yon do so.' 

"I set myself to copy it, and ydii can! 
Imagine my astonishment when I found 
that, with some reservations, he had 
left all bis property to me. H^ was a, 
atiange little ferretlike man, with 
white eyelashes, and when I looked up 
at him 1 found hisr keoa grayeye^:. 
•xed upon me with an Mjbsed expres­
sion. I could hardly bflBfc'e § pay own, 
•enses'as I,read the terms'of tie will,' 
but he explained that he was, a bach^-. 
lor with hardly any living' relation,' 
tbat he had known my parents in his 
youth and that he had always heard 
of me as a very deserving young man 
and was assured that bis money would 
be in worthy hands. Of course I could 
only stammer out my thanks. 

"The will was duly finished, signed" 
and witnessed by my clerk. This is it 
on the blu« paper, and these slips, as I 
ba ve expla ined, are the rough draft. Mr. 
Jouas Oldacre then informed me that 
there won1 a number of doourrcute-r-
buiJding leases, title deeds, mortgages, 
scrip, and so forth—which it was netv: 
essary that. I should see and under-
•ttnnti'. He said that his mind would 
not.be easy until the whole thing was 
(Kittled, and he begged- trie to com'e o\it' 
to his house at Norwood that night, 
bringing the Will with me, and to ar­
range matters. 'Remember, boy boy. 
not: :Oiie word to your parents about 
the affair until everything is settled. 
We-will keep it as a litfle. surprise for 
them.' He was very Insistent ujpon 
this -.point and made me 'pt;6mis6 it 
taithfully. 

"You can Imagine, Mr. Holmes, that 

"I will not be sure, but I believe that 
It was only half down. Yes, I remem­
ber bow be. pulled It up In order to 
swing open the window. I could not 
find my stick, and he said, "Never mind, 
my boy, I shall see a good deaI of you 
now, I hope, and 1 will keep your stick. 
until you corne back to claim it.' I left 
bim there, the safe open and the papers 
made up in packets upon the table. It 
was so late that I fould-not *get hack 
to Bl'ackbeatb, so I spent the night at 
the Anerlfy A.vjns, and 1 knew nothing 
'•more until 1 read of this horrible af-. 
fair in the morning." . . 
•'"Anything more that you'would like 
to ask; -Mr; Holmes?" said TJestrade, 
whose eyebrowte had gone' up; YfnOe or 
tW{ice during this.remarkable explana­
tion. 

"Not until 1 have been to Black-
heath.'". • > 
' ''Yoii mean to Norwood." said I/es-

trade. 
. "Oh, yes; no .doubt that Is what I 

must have meant," said Holmes, with 
his enigmatical smile. Lestrade had 
learned by more experiences than he 
would care to acknowledge that that 
razor like brain could cut through that ! 
which was impenetrable to him. 1 saw 
him look curiously at'my companion. | 

"I think 1 should like to have a word 
with you presently, Mr. Sherlock j 
Holmes," said he. "Now, Mr. MoFar- ! 
.lane, two of my constables are at the 
'•door, and there is a four wheeler wait­
ing." The wretched young man arose 
'and with a last beseeching glance at us 
walked from the room. The officers 
conducted him to, the cob, .but Lestrade 
remained. 

Holmes had ' picked up the pagfett 
which formed the rough draft of the 
will and was looking at them with the 
keenest, interest upon his face. 

"There are some points about that 
document. Ijestrade, are there not?** 
said he, pushing them over. 

The. official looked at them with a 
puzzled expression. 

"I can read the first few lluiw and 
these in the middle of thf second page 
and one or two at the end. Those are 
as clear as print," said he, "but the 
writing in between is very bad, Imd 
there are, three places where I cannot 
read it at all." 
; : ''What do you make of that?" said 
Holmes. 
. "Well,, what do you make of1 It?" 

"That it was written in a.train.. The 
good tori ting ^presents stations, the 

(bi)d (writing movement, -and the very 
bad writing passing over points. A sci­
entific expert would pronounce at once 
that this was drawn up on a suburban 
line, since nowhere save ..in -the- imme­
diate. vicinity of a great City could 
there be so quick a succession of points. 
Granting that his whole journey was 
occupied in drawing up the will, then 

Oopyrlght by Collier's Weekly. 

"HE TOOK OUT A MARS OF DOCUMENTS, WHICH 
OVER TOGETHER." 

WE WENT 

1 was not in a humor to refuse hiiu the train was an express, only stopping 
anything that he might ask. He was! once between Norwood and London 
my benefactor, and all my desire was bridge." 
to carry out his wishes in every par­
ticular. J sent a telegram home, there­
fore, to say that 1 had important busi­
ness on hand and that it was impossi­
ble for mc to say how late I might be. 
Mr. Oldacre had told me that he would 
like me to have supper with him at 'J, 
as he might not be home before that 
hour. 1 had some difficulty in finding 
bis house, however, and it was nearly 
half past before I reached it. 1 found 
Jum"— 

"One moment," said Holmes. "Who 
opened the door?" 4 

"A middle aged woman, who was, I 
suppose, his housekeeper." 

"And it was she, I presume, who 
mentioned your name." . 

"Exactly," said McFarlane. . 
"Pray proceed." 
McFarlane wiped his damp brow and 

tben continued his narrative: 
"I was shown by this woman into"a 

Bitting room, where a frugal supper 
iWas laid out. Afterward Mr. Jonas 
Oldacre led me into his bedroom, in 
iwhich there stood a heavy safe, Tills 
he opened and took out a mass of. docu­
ments, which we went over together.' 
It was between 11 and 12 when "wo 
finished. He remarked that we must 
not disturb the housekeeper. flow­
ed me out through his own French.wln-
dow, which had been open all' this 
time." 

"Was the blind down?" asked 
Holmegj, - j; 

Lestrade began to laugh. 
"You are too many for mo when .you. • 

begin to get on your theories, Mr. 
Holmes," said he. "How does this 
bear on the case?" 

"Well, it corroborates the young 
man's story to the extent that the will 
was drawn up by Jonas Oldacre in his 
journey yesterday.: It is curious, is it 
not, that a man should draw up so im­
portant a document in so haphazard a 
fashion, it suggests that he did not 
tliiiik it was going to be of much prac­

tical importance. If a man drew up a 
will which he did not Intend ever to be 
effective he might do it so." 

"Well, he drew up his own death 
warrav.t' at the same time;" said Le-
sti'iide. .. 

"Oh, you think so?" . • ' 
'.'iion't you?" 
"Well, it is q\iite possible, but tho 

easa is not clear to me yet." 
"Not clear? Weil, if that isn!t clear-

what could be clear? Ilere is a young 
man who learns suddenly that if a cer­
tain "older man dies he will succeed to 

fortune. What does h^ do? . lie says 
nothing to, any one, but he arranges 
that he shall go out on some pretext, 
to see his client that lliglit,'." lie \v(ii't4 
until the only other person in-the house 
is in bed,, and them in the solitude of 
the man's room he murd'crs liini, 'burns 
his body in the wood pile and departs 
to a neighboring hotel. - The; blood 

•talne in ami jilgo -<«;ieDe 
stick are very slight, ft Is probable 
ttijit he imafitaied his , crime " to be o 
bloodless oncfland hoped that if the 
body were consumed it .wonld bide* all 
traces of the method of his death, 
traces which for some reason must 
have pointed' to bim. Is not all this 
obvioiifc?" * 

"It strike# me, my good Lestrade, as 
being just ' a trifle tod' obvious," said 
-Holmes. "Yo'ii do not add imagination 
to your other great dualities, but if 
you could for one -moment put your­
self- in the place of this young man 
would you choose the very night after 
the will bad been'made to commit your 
crime? Would' it not seem dangerous 
to yon to make so very close'a relation 
between the two Incidents? Again, 
would- you «choose an occasion when 
you. are known to -be in the house, 
when-a servant- has let you 'in? And, 

.finally, wo.tild you take-the great painn 
t0:C0nc€saji.jhe-b0dy- and yet-leavib your 
own sticb' an.a sign that you were the 
criminal?',Confess, Lestrade, that all 

• this is vej^Vimlikeiy."1" 
"As to, the stick, -- Mr. Holmes, you 

knpw. a« weJU as J do that a criminal 
"is often flurried and. does such things, 
which a. cool man would avoid. .He 
•was very likely afraid to go back to 
-the room. Give me another theory,that, 
would'Bi'^he facts.." , 
' "1 could very' easily giye you half a 

dozen," said Holmes. "Here, for ex­
ample, is a very possible and eyeu 
probable one. I make you a free pres­
ent'6T it. "The oider man is showing 
documents which are of evident value 
A passing tfn hip" sees' theljn. through liiie 
window." the blihd'of which is duly half 
down. Exit'the solicit^.' Eilterythe. 
tramp. He seizes a stick, which; he 
observes there, kills Oldacre and • de­
parts after burning the body." 

"Why should- the tramp burn the 
b o d y ? "  . . . .  

For the matter of that, why should 
McFarlane?" ' 

"To hide "some evidence." _" ' 
"Possibly the tramp wanted to hide 

that any murder at all bad been com­
mitted." 

1 "And why did the tramp take noth­
ing?" 

! "Because they were papers that he 
cbjuld not negotiate." • 

I Lestrade shook bis head, though it 
seemed .to me that his manner was 
less absolutely assured than before. 

' "WelJ, Mr. Sherlock Holmes, you 
may ltiok-Jlpr your tramp, and while 

' you are-fipding him we will hold on to 
otir maiir(vtThe future .will show which 

j Is right. Just notice this point., Mr; 
Holmes—that so far as we know none 
of the papers were removed and .that 
the prisoner is the one man ..in the. 
world who had no reason for removing 
them, since he was heir at law and 
would come into them in any case." 

My friend seemed struck by this re 
mark. 

|. "J don't mean to deny that the evi­
dence, is in some ways very strongly hi 

' favor of ypur theory," said he- "1 only 
j.'.wish to point out. that there are other 
theories possible., As you say, the f»: 

• iuh will decide. , Good morning! 1 
dare'say that In the course of the day 
•1 shall'drop in at Norwood and see how 
you are getting on." , 

j ^lieii the detective departed my-
friend, rose, aiid made his preparations 
for the day's work with' the alert, air, 
of a man who has a congenial task be-' 

' fore him. ... • ••. 
"My .flint, movement, Watson," said' 

he'as he bustled into his frock coat, 
"must, as .I said, be in the direction- of 
Blackbeath." 

"And why not. Norwood?" ; : 
"Because we have , in this case. one 

singular incident coming close to the 
heels of another .singular incident. The 
police are making the mistake of con­
centrating their attention upon the 
second because it happens to be the. 
one which is actually criminal. But 
it is evident to me that the logical 
way to approach the case is upon 
the first incident—the curious will, so 
suddenly made and to so unexpect­
ed an heit. It may do something to 
simplify what followed. No, my. dear 
fellow, I don't think you can help me. 
There is no prospect of danger, or I 
should not dream of stirring out with 
out you. I trust that when I see you 
in the evening, I will be able to report 
that 1 have been able to do something 
for this unfortunate youngster who has 
thrown himself upon my protection." 

It was late when my friend returned, 
and I, could see by a glance at his hag 

| gard and anxious face that the high 
hopes with which he had started had 
not been fulfilled. For an hour be 

I droned away upon.bis violin, endeavor-
| lng to soothe his own ruffled spirits. At 

; last he flung down the Instrument and 
plunged into a detailed account of his 
misadventures. 

V'V'VmMeh Mother*. I 
There is one tiling that Fveneh moth­

ers do not do enough. That it) to, sep­
arate from their growing boys, toiisend 
them -\t© the school of llfje outside . 
home and into situations'where they 
ipust look after themselves. The moth­
er's happiness is complete onty with 
iter children around her/ Let life not 
keep them too much apart. From this 
arise too fearsome ideas of distance 
awl a too timid attachment to the natal 
soil or the maternal' city. 

The difficulty is that it is - very re­
luctantly admitted among the French 
that the time must come for the 
nestling to use Mb own wliigs. i have 
seen most excellent parents worry 
themselves nearly to death because a 
daughter will not acquiesce in their 
Ideas or wish to accept the husband 
ol their pboij?e. To a son or-a daughtei 
very devoted but independent ,U is of-' 
ten said, "You -love me- no longer:" ' 

•iktt'if .\ye,MaVe. .tojiicheii hefe^ipipii a 
somewhat delicate point/the igbod will 
and love of the French ^mothers are 
above all praise, even if' sometimes 
farsightedness and breadth of ni'ind be 
somewhat lacking—Charles Wagner in 
Cosmopolitan. 

Mifs. An then Aldrich of Ute spent Mon­
d a y  i n  D e n i ^ ' o n .  . . . . . .  ,  f :  

Rev. Father M. J Farreflly spent yee-
l rday-.in Logan. . ..' ... 

Mr. C. W. Payne of West Side-was a 
Denison shopper on Tuesday. ' > 

Hank Cummins got away from 'his 
strenuous duties at Arion long enough 'to 
give Denison a visit on Monday. 

Mr. Ed. Brogden.and wife left on Tues­
day for a visit at Ainswertb, Nebraska. 

Miss Gertie Hunter of 'Red''t)ak ip io 
Denison visiting her sister, Mrs, D., W. 
McAhren, ' '-i 

* n •* « i • ->?Sv 

Mr. W. J. Scriver purchased, .fine 

driving horse from Char.ter Oak parties 
this week. It is a fine bay and is warrant­
ed to get over the country at a lively clip. 

Hatrliluit iPravctDim;. 
The Chilean frog, known also as Dar­

win's frog, Is unique in its method of 
hatching eggs. The female is not ab­
normal, but the male has a large pouch 
which underlies- Its whole body1 and is 
connected with its mouth by two open-' 
Ings, one;,, pn either side of its tongue. 
When his mate,i has-laid, her-eggs this 
devoted parent takes them Into his fore 
paws' and places them, inside bis mouth. 
_whenc€! they ,presently pass by the two 
passages' into 'tbtf expectant, pouch. 
Here they remain in warm and safe se­
clusion until; 'they are -hatched and 
emerge as newborn • tadpoles to the 
light. The breeding habits of the mid­
wife frog are: not less singular. He 
winds*the strings of. new laid eggs' 
round his bind legs and vanishes into 
a convenient hole till they are .hatched. 
The Surinam toad, places eggs one;by 
one In hexagonal. cells formed in the 
back of the mother toad, whence in due 
time they hop out, riot tadpoles, but 
perfect toads.. . . , 

(To be continued.) 
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The l£uNe of WorimWI Dentil. 
According to a scientist, the immedi­

ate cause of death 'in all hut very ex­
ceptional cases, such as accident, Is the 
poisoning of' the' nervous centers by' 
carbonic acid, Which accumulates in tin-
blood owing- to the failure ol the ar­
rangement, for its-'removal: '"This' gas 
Is an anaesthetic," he' explains, "and 
has, indeed, been employed- as such, 
both locally and otherwise. This -prop­
erty of- carbonic acid may be termed a 
merciful provision of nature. Normal 
death is a painless .occurrence; usually 
preceded by gradual loss of conscious­
ness entailing-no more-suffering than 
going to sleep. The accumulation b'f 
this merciful gas oftea induces muscu­
lar contraction or spasms, which- are-
preceded by loss of consciousness, 'but 
'which may have suggested to urn'ctltical' 
observers that tjjejr moribund subject-
w a s  i n  a g o n y .  i • .  

Denver and Return 
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\05 
ILL/miS CENTRAL 

. G. A, R. Special Service 
The Illinois Central, has arranged Special Through Ser­

vice to Denver for the accommodation of the friends ^^d' 
members of the Grand' Army of the Republic, and auxiliary 
organizations. Through Standard Sleepers, Tourist Sleepers 
and Free Chair Cars will be run via the Illinois Central fo 
Omaha, thence via the Rock Island direct to Denver., How­
ever tickets may be routed going via any direct route west 
of Omaha and returning the same, or via any other.'direct 
route to Omaha. ;' ' ' 

; .Tickets^ will, be sold at the above very low rate from* 
Denison to Denver and return from August 30th to Septfirti- 1 

ber 4th, inclusive, limited to September 12th, for return, 
with privilege of extension until October 7th, on .deposit of-
tickets and payment of fifty cent fe< 

For those who wish to go early Through Tourist ' 
Sleepers will start from Iowa points on Wednesday, Augiist 
3 0 t h ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  D e n v e r  1 1 . 5 0  a .  m .  A u g u s t  3 1 s t . .  '  

For the accommodation of G. A. R. members arid theri 
friends, Through Standard and Tourist Sleepers and Free' 
Chair Cars will leave Denison at 3:35 p. m., Monday,,Sep-! 
tember 4th, and be run through to Denver on special train, 
arriving there 10:00 a. m. September 5th. The rite p'eV 
double berth to Denver being only $2.00 in Tourist Sleepers 
and $4.00 in Standard Sleepers. Applications for reserva­
tions in these through sleepers should be made either direct 
or through your nearest Illinois Central agent to the • under­
signed, qn or before September rst. Illustrated folders des-. 
criptive of Denver and other Colorado resorts, and the 
route thereto, giving complete program of the National G. , 
A. R. Encampment, and information concerning side trips-
will be mailed on application to 

fl. J. Phelps, Division Passenger Agent, 
a_3° , , . ' .. • : Dubuqite, Iowa. 
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•• litieky. ••• 
A story, J^iajt. comes from Ireland re­

lates. to., the .-customt among farmers 
there cf depositing.money in the bank' 
in the (joint: names of-husband and 
wife, so that when one "dies' the sur­
vivor con drqw out the,-money without 
any legal formalities.;.=.. ,- • 

To a farmer who recently made ap­
plication for money deposited fdi- him'-' 
self and his' wife the manager asked: 
"Why, Tat, how can this fee? It is not' 
much more than a year since you came 
with a similar application on the-death' 
of your wife." 

"Well, your honor," was the reply, 
"I'm a bit lucky wid women."—Har­
per's Weekly'. _ . 

Bus, Cab and Transfer Line 
.1. MELTON, Prop. 

CALLS MADE TO ANY PART OF THE CITY 
BAGGAGE TO AND FRO.])I THE DEPOTS 

$ Prompt Attention to Transfer Business 

Call 'Bus Barn'-
Either pfibn 

Uead every page. 

L; M. SHAW, PRES. C. F. KUEHNLE, V-PRE8. C. L. VOSS CAKM. 

Business Conducted, BAM OF DENISON. 
Long and Short Time Loans at Lowest Rates. Interest paid, on Tiipc.Deposits '. 

, pccounts OP.BLL fi«pr>CHES OF 
BUSINESSCONBOCTEO 

Personal attention given to investments for local patrons. Business Conduct-
ed in English or German 

SIMS A KUEHNLE. 
LAWYERS 

Real Estate Loans at Lowest Rates 
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PURE ICE CREAM 
In this day of adulteration of food stuffs it is pleasant to find something that 
is absolutely pure—Such you will find to be the case with 

Bradbury's Ice Cream 
• • Moreover you will find that it contains about twice as much pure cream as 

,' much .of the so-called pure ice cream now on the. market. 

THE BIGGEST LOAVES OF BREAD Get your scales and you will find that Brad-
. b.ury's loaves run from 2 to 4 ounces more to the loaf than does the bread of 

• • • any other baker'in-the county. Don't take our word for it—weigh the loaves 
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THE; PALACE BAKERY M, M. Bradbury, Propr. 

We DEMPSTER 
Js a fair priec for a Rood hat. 

You need never pay rnort because yon 
nqerJ no better hat than the DEMlJSTKk. 
New styles are in. Select early while we 
have lull varieties—a Ltyle to suit every 
purchaser. 

DEMPSTERS are weather-proof. 
Sold by 

:C. C. Kemming. 
Douipiitor (Jo., (!liicugu. MuKoin, 

(KodoG 0)ys|iie|Dsiia (Huiire 
Digests wSnait ^011; eait* 
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The Place to Go 
is the place wh'er£ "you get your money back if 
thing is not all right. 

every-

B. C. ChatTiberliM, The Jeweler and Optician, 
is that kind of a fellow. 

The Case Corset 

is the Best Corset made, 
sale in Crawford County. 

We have the exclusive 
SARACHON 
S I S T E R S  

ft 3 
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