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By A. Conan Doyle

(Continued from last week )

“It's all going wrong, Watson—all as
“wrong as it can go. I kept a bold face
Defore Lestrade, but, upon my soul, I
Delieve that for once the fellow is on
the right track and we are on the
wrong. All my instinets are one way,
and all the facts are the other, and I
much fear that British juries have not
yet attained that pitelr of intelligence
when they will give the preference to
my Lheories over Lestrade's facts.”

**“Did you go to Blackheath?"”

““Yes, Watson, I went there, and I
found very quickly that the late la-
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Mr. Holmes, when I heard a shocking

-story of how he had turned a cat lonse
in an aviary, and I was =o horrified at
dis brutal cruelty that I would have
mothing more to do with him.' She rum-
amaged in a bureau, and presently she
produced a photograph of a woman
-shamefully defaced and mutilated with

- p ress D v about it which hold out some hopes for
: : 2 9. She wished her hand had withered talking any more about it, Watson. | [.estrade imagines. Take your break- (yl?“;:\.x.. ,:"‘,::‘nﬂ:hg::\hl-\-qpl:(‘;\l ri:l;:;n :‘hf,l:: our client.'

4 knife. “That is my own photograph.’ | pefore she had done so. She had gona | But unless some lucky chance comes | [mst. Watson, and we will go out to- YR NSRRI B

ahe said. ‘He sent it to me in that

:Ziven you now, since he has left all his
properdy to your son.’

g S ; : the way, Lestrade, who made this re- | there ig one really serious flaw in: this
hall. She bhad been awakened by the “Surely,* said I, “the man’s appear- | in his more intense moments he would : i . { H
“‘Neither my son nor 1T want any- alarm of fire, Her poor, dear master % ld ] 41 j D permit hitﬁs\lf u .f 1 3 1 " : markable discovery ?” evidence to which our friend attaches
5 s " > . Ue HASLEE | anee would go far with any jury.” g € o food, ang 1ave 7 2 (R 2SN B . = eaa ot
thing from .Jonas Oldacre, dead or | paq certainly been murdered. Ead he 2 It was iue bousekceper, Mrs. Lex-! 8o mnuch importance.

alive!” she cried, with a proper spirit.
“There is a GGod in heaven, Mr, Holmes,
and that same God who has punished
that wicked man will show in his own
good time that my son's hands are
gulltless of his blood.’

“Well, T tried one or two leads, but
«could get at nothing which would help

big modern villa of staring brick stand-

But she wna as close a8 wax.,

bhad let Mr. McI'arlane in at half past

to bed at half past 10. Her room wan

the best of her belief, his stick in the

any enemiex? Well, every man lad
enemies. but Mr, Oldacre kept himself
very much to himself and only met
people in the way of business. She had
seen the buttons and was sure that
they belonged to the clothes which he
had worn last night. The wood pile
was very dry, for

it had not rained :

5 |
Yes, she

eyes which only goes with guilty
knowledge. However, there's no good

later have to endure.”

“That is a dangerous argument, my
dear Watson. You remember that ter-
rible murderer, Bert Streveus, who
wanted us to get him off in '87? Was
there ever a more mild mannered, Sun-
day school young man?”

“It (8 true.”

“Unless we succeed in eatablishing

there {3 one curious little point about

od thing and wmay possibly cut (n a
very different direction from that which

for It was one of his peculiarities that

kuown him to presume upon his Iron

strength until he has fainted from

pure (nanition. *“At present T canno
spare energy and nerve force for diges-
tion,” he would say in answer to my
medical remonstrances. 1 was not sur-
prised, therefore, when this morning he
left his untouched meal behind him and

his

“What a providential thing that this

hat from the peg! Such a very natural

pressed exeitemeut as he spoke, “By

ington, who drew the night constable's
attention to {t."”
“Where was the night constable?’
“He remnined on guard in the bed-
room where the crime was committed

{80 as to see that nothing was touched.”

“Bui why dido’t the police see this

mark yesterday?”

there is no doubt

“And yet there are singular points

“I am delighted to hear it,” said I’

that, my dear Watson. The fact Is that

“Indeed, Holmes! What (s It?”

“Only this, that I know that that
mark was not there when I examined
the hall yesterday. And now, Watson,
let us have a little stroll round in the
sunshine.”

an aiternative theory this man I8 lost. | started with me for Norwood, A erowd “Well, we had uo particular reass» »
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1t up at last, and off I w e s which can now be presented against!pound Deep Dene House, which was hall, Besides, it's not in a very promi ~
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wood AT ALY T s T bim, and all further investigation has | just such a suburban viila as [ had piv- [ uent place, a3 you see. "
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This place, Deep Dene House, is a Rl flashi T rom Einsidc 1t Sa b asy strengthen it Y Yo | tured. Within the gates Lestrade mat No. no—of course not. I supposc &

ing back in its own grounds, with a
iaurel clumped lawn in front of it. To
Ahe right and some distance back fron
the road. was the timber yard which
‘had been the scene of the fire. Here's
-a rough plan on a leaf of my notehook.
“This window on the left Is the one
“@hich opens into Oldacre’s room. You
veam dook into it from the road, you see.
“That is about the only bit of consola-
‘tlon I have had today. Lestrade was
wot there, but his head constable did

nothing of the papers nor of Mr. Old-
acre's private affairs.
“*So, my dear Watson,
port of a fallure. And yet—and yel”—
he clinched his thin haods in a par-
oxysm of conviction—“I know Iit’s all
wrong. [ feel it In my bones. There
Is something that has not come out,
and that housekeeper knows it. There
was a sort of sulky aeflance in her

there's my re- |

those papers which may serve us as the
starvting point for an inquiry. Oun look-
ing over the bank book I found that the
low state of the balance was principal-
ly due to large checks which have been

r made out during the last year to Mr.

Cornelius. I confess that I should be
interested to know who this Mre. Corne-
lins may be with whom a recired build-
er has such very large tragsactions. Is
it possible that be has had a hand in
the affair? Cornelius might he a bro-

us, his face fAushed with victory,
manner grossly trinmphaunt,

“Well, Mr. Holmes, have you proved
us to be wrong yet? Have you found
your tramp?”’ he cried.

“I have formed no conciusion what-
ever,” my companion answered.

“But we formed onrs yesterday, and
now it proves to . : correct, S0 you
must acknowledge that we have been
a little in frout of yon this time, Mr.
Holmes.”

“You certainly have the air of some-

that the mark was
there yesterday 2"

Lestrade looked at Holmes as if he
thought he was going out of his mind.
I confess that I was myself surprised
both at his hilarious manner and s
his rather wlld observation.

*I don't know whether you think th:
MceFarlane came out of jail In

Jead of aight in order to strengthie:

the evidence against himself,” s
Lestrade. I [eave It to any exp
in the world whether that is not (I

OwnH alr"’"f 1

Do you pin your hat to“ your
own hair? Can’t do it?
Haven’t enough hair? Jk must
be you do not know Ayer’s ‘
Hair Vigor! Here’s arflintro- {

the honors. They had just found lE.'E.E” Bu‘n ker, but we have found no serlp to cor- | thing unusual having occeurced.” said Hl:f;‘k ;)f his |r2-:1rl'l;b.;'|l Al duction ! M.SY the acquaint-
great treasure trove. They had spent rt‘w'nlnnl with Ih.-:«-v I:.m.:.? payments. | fiolmes. 55 t is [ut:qt ionably > { anca resuu ina heavy OW(h
dhe morning raking among the ashes ["alling any other indication, my re- Lestrade laughed loudly. his thumb.
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