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:iny borse at the hedge and leaped Into

\\1 Awdre) \\l‘l remuln ln my
el §lave n- care,” He added in a

digds

I did; Mhm mm at.the start...whispes.whieh.could.not reach.the cape,

The hedge caused a little trouble to
some of the troopers, and, my wish
being to bring as many of them as I
could away from the Grange, it was

my cue to lot them think that they |

could catch me, but this had conse-
quences of o different kind. Those who
could not take the leap stopped te
empty their muskets after me,

then, finding the gate, they
streaming through.
Old Noll had little relish for

from an accidentally well aimed shot,!
came ripping and singing close to hig
ears. he shook his head and plunged
forward as though impatient to be out
of range.

It was a new sensation to play the
part of the fox in the hunt, but I had
no qualmsg about the result.

I went easily across the great park,
therefore, dropped into Winthrop lane
at the end, rattled across Twinbury
common and skirted the three cornered
copse, being careful all the time to

|

tain's ears. *“I know the secret of this
statue and shall tell it unless Mistress
Awdrey purchases my silence in tne
way I have told her. :
I could have struck him for hls meun,
cowardly threat, but I masked my
temper, ‘ -
“Probably she will put herself in my

and jpands, Sir Burton, seeing that she I3
came affianced to me.”

“If she.does not wish to ruin her

the father and you all, she will tell you
shooting, and when one of the balls,!

rather that she is affianced to me, Siv
Geoffrey. A word from me and this
thing will be known.' And I am in
deadly earnest.'”

But the game was not lost yet for all
that. I knew that my ruse had drawn’
off nearly all tht troops and that if I
could but smuggle Master Lovelace out
of the .statue he could get away easily
from the house with one of my men to
act as guide.

I stood a moment as if thinking in
great perplexity, and then, giving Aw-
drey, who was very pale and fright-

keep as much in sight of the hounds ns: ened, a significant pressure of the hand

the fast darkening evening would al-
low.

Once I played a trick on them and
let them come almost upon me. [ had
breathed old Noll up the steep side of
the haunch, and once across it 1 dis-
mounted and waited for my pursuers.
On catching sight of me the men raised

“!ou HAD BETTER TAKE SIR BURTON'S
ARM.”

Eé l.ch a shout of exultation as brought'
-all the laggards spurring up, and they | room opened. As soon as the captain

.dashed toward me, making sure of!
their capture.

ly

that lay on my arm, I released it.

“I see no other course, Awdrey, but
to. comply. You had better take Sir
Burton’s arm and go to the ballroom.
We must set things going or the whole
county will think we are mad.”

His face lighted with trilumph as he
held out his arm and my sweet Awdrey
placed the tips of her fingers upon It,
while I turned to Gorham and, under
pretense of giving him some directions
about the evening’s arrangements,'
whispered that he was to get the pris-.
oner out when I had cleared the hall
and send him away with my man as
guide.

I exchanged a few sentences with the
captain, who stood plucking moodily at
his mustache, and then went after Aw-

All the guests were now in the great
ballroom, and, signaling to Awdrey to
come with her partner to me, I took
my stand close to the door of a smnll
room that lay between that and the
dining room. 1 maneuvered so that
Sir Burton stood between me and the
door, which I placed ajar, and then my |
plan was ready.

‘“This Is a serious matter, Awdrey,”
I said, “and I think Sir Burton and I
had bot'ur talk it over together.”

I bhave no wish for your interfer-

ence, Sir Geoffrey,” he replied insolent-
“I can manage my own affairs.”

* “But -this s more my. &ffair than
ybnrl." I'retorted. And before he knew
what'I, was intending I linked my arm
| in his and pushed him' roughly through
the door and clapping my hand on his
mouth, forced him through into the
dining room beyond. Then I freed his
mouth, and he did precisely what I
had reckoned on hls doing.

He sent up a cry for help, shouting
that there was treachery, and called
for Captain Hilary, who came running
In from the hall, on to which the dining

entered I slammed the door . behind
him, and this gave Gorham his cue to

But I was ready, and, picking my! gt and, setting my back:to the door,

way along the zigzag sides of the fir;
wood there, I carried out the plan I had

formed. At the bottom of the valley,'

between the haunch and Dandy Chine,
lie the Quagmire woods, as nasty and
.dangerous a bit of country as the name
.could mean, and into this I purposed to
lead them by degrees. Noll and I knew
the way well enough, but it was an-
other case with the fellows who were
after me. I led them on, keeping in
gight till they were well into the mijd-
dle of the woods, and when I reached

I turned upon the two men, |

“This Is a private quarrel between
Sir. Burton Prendergast and myscif,
Captain Hilary, and you will have the
goodness not to interfere.”

“There is treachery afoot!” shouted
Sir Burton, mad with rage, *“The pris-
oner you want Is in the hall concealed

. In the statue, captain, This Is a trick

the sudden turn by Dead Man's corne:}

I gave Noll his head, and away we flew
along the narrow track, leaving the
men floundering in the quagmire, call-
ing to onc another and shouting and
oathing tinely.

We were soon clear off, and, urging
the old Lorse
headed in the direction of Hardinge
and rattled home at a pace which
would have surprised the soldiers In-
deed could they have seen f{t.

Once at Hardinge I changed my cos-
tume rapidly, while another horse was
saddled, and then galloped back
through the night to Lanston. I was all
anxiety to know how matters had sped
‘there in my absence and hoped indeed
that Master Lovelace had already been
released and was away with young
‘Gorham, as I bad arranged.

But 1o my chagrin my ruse had been
but partly a success. Captain Hilary
and Sir Burton were still at the
Grange and in the hall awaiting the ro-
turn of the troopers with their captive.
A number of the guests had arrived
and were grouped about in the rooms
and ball looking mightily ill at ease
and uncomfortable, while Awdrey was
far more distressed than before and
had bLeen weéping.

“You have been away, Sir Geoffrey 7"’

(. sald the captain.
“] am not aware that I am your pris-
oner or  accountable to you for my
“movements,” I answered brusquely.
“I think you have carried this farce far
enough. In truib, I siall hold ycu re-
sponsible for the outrage to which I
have been subjeeted. Because I chose
to leave here and gallop to Hardinge
for a change of costume your fellows
forsooth, must neceds come cla‘tering
after me, firing their muskets and ae-
tually putting my life to the hazard,
You'll find them now hard stuek in the
bogs on the other side of Muttlebury
haunch. But the thing Is intoerable.
Come, Awdrey, let us go to the guests
and leave this gentleman to do his
will.”!

The captain's face darkened as I sald
this, while Sir Burton Prendergast
gave me an ugly, sneering look. And

to cheat you of him.”

“Let me pass, sir. I shall hold you
responsible,” sald the captain to me op
the insmht, speaking very angrily.

“Responsible for what?” I exclaimed.
“The man's mad. Does hie mean that
he and you have been all this time in

| the hall there and he has given you no

when Awdrey put her hand on my arm '
she showed in her fingers a slip of a |

note and whispered, “Take it. Dan-!

ger.”
“This farce has gone far enough, su
Boeflrey, as

inkling of the story he now tells? You
don’t believe that, surely?" I said, hold-
ing my place at the door and listening
with all my ears for some sound that
Gorham had done his work. i

“Let me pass, sir!” cried the officer,
drawing his sword. “In the name of
the king let me pass!"” |

“Do you draw upon an unarmed
man?” I exclaimed, and as I spoke 1
heard a sound from the hall which
seemed to show that young Gorham
had succeeded. |

“If you hinder me further your blood
will be on your own head. Will you
let me pass?” said the officer flercely.

“Do you mean you would murder me
for a cock and bull story such as Sk
Burton Prendergast’s?” I asked, delay-
ing him to the last safe second. “The%
door there through the anteroom s
open, but if you prefer this it is noth-
ing to me.”

He dashed out sword in band, and
Sir Burton was following him when Il
lald my hand on him and barred the
way.

“I have a reckoning with you,” I said, |
for I wished to give time for Master |
Lovelace to get clear away, and words
between us grew hot and fast untll‘
Captain Hilary came back and de- |
manded that Sir Burton should come
and explain the secret of the hiding,
place. I let him go then and followed. |

Then Awdrey and some of the guests
came out into the hall, and a pretty |
scene of cross purposes followed. Sir|
Burton Preudergast asserted that the
horse was the hiding place, and he and
the officer tried vainly to discover the,
opening until Captaln Hlilary, losing'
all patience, declared that he would'
have the statue hewn in pleces if the
secret could not be found.

“But there {8 nothing in it,” I said for
the twentieth time, and at length, when
I saw Gorham among the rest and a
glance told me all was well, and fear-;
ing, moreover, that the statue would
’rully be destroyed, I myself opened
t.

““Yom can see for yourself,” I sald.
And while Captain Hilary thrust his
. head into the opening a smile ran
round the faces of the guests, who

you say,” cried Prender- eame erowding forward In curlosity at
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‘£aid'the latter, trying to blull it off..

. it seems I was wrong.”

‘ the interfering bully found himself

. tricked, but cannot lay finger on ‘the

.near to causing serious mischief.

| said shortly.

| me. Tonight I do not make it a per-

I give you my honor that I will horse-

| drey, blushing rose red. But before she

' join the dancers.
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. Thecaptain. nushad‘.,“ ith, yent.lgu at
cult’::g s0 sorry a figure and was in
doubt. whether to vent his anger on
me or on Sir Burton.

‘* “There whs some one there, 1 know,”

“Do I understand tlmt you make an
insinnation of falsehood against me,
Sir Burton Prendergast?’ I asked, fac-
lng bhim and speaking sternly. “This
matter is now personal to me.” And,
not relishing my stare and having no
stomach for a quarrel, he flinched and
with a shrug of the shoulders said to
the officer:

“I am very sorry, Captnln Hilary, but

“What do you propose to do nexx:.
captain?” I asked. “We are at your
commands, but you will understand
that our Christmas keeping is not like-’
ly to be the merrier for any- prolonging
of this matter.”

“I shall hold you responsible for this, |
Sir Burton. You have kept me here
while things have been arranged for |
the prisoner's escape. I withdraw my |
men and shall make my report.” Thus,

prostrate between the two of us and in
danger of kicks from us both. “If the
prisoner was in concealment there and
you knew it you have prevented my |
capturing him. Why didn’t you tell me,
sir?"”

I smiled at this turn, but it was not
our cue to let the captain believe we
had ever concealed any one.

“Rest your mind easy and do not
blame even this meddling mischief
maker causelessly. We have no one at
the Grange whom we wish to conceal.”
And this was true, for by this time
Master Lovelace was well on his way
to the boat.

Captain Hilary went away then,
grumbling and smarting with the irri-
tation of a man who feels he has been

proof, and as soon as he was gone I
signaled to Awdrey and Gorham to
lead the guests away while I detained
the cowardly traitor who had come so

“A word with you, Sir Burton,” I
“You have acted tonight
the part of a coward and a spy, and in
doing it yon have cast imputations on

sonal matter, but tomorrow, if you are
still in the county of Sussex, or if with-
in six months you show your face here,

whip you first and shoot afterward. Yon
know whether I am a man to keep my
‘word.”

He turned pallid with fear, said not
a syllable and without more than: onc
snenking, furtive, frightened look at
me slunk away and the next m
left the country for his health's sake;!

I was still loitering in the hall when
Gorham came and told me how he had
managed to get Master Lovelace away, | pu
and as I was praising him for hls
smartness Awdrey came.

“Is all safe now, Geoffrey?"”

“Yes, sweetheart; you can dance,with
a free heart.”

“A ‘free’ heart?’ she echoed, playing
on my words and smiling.

“So far as all that is concerned.”

‘“*All that’ was very terrible while {t
lasted. But you did splendidly.”

“A penitent had to earn his forgive-
ness, Awdrey. Is it earned?”

*Not quite earned yet. You gave me
up. very readily to Sir Burton, youn
know,” she cried and withdrew, the
hand she had slipped into mine, moved

Tl
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“LET ME PASS, S8IB!" CRIED THE OFFICER.

some paces away and stood glancing
at me, demure in face, but with eyes
al} alight with smiles.

“How can I earn it? I did what I
did for the best.” -

“You are bad at guessing riddles,”
she laughed.

“She’s under the mistletoe, Geoffrey!
Don’t you see?” cried Gorham from the
doorway, with a laugh,

“Marplot, Gorham!’ exclalmed Aw-

could turn to run after him I bad
caught her in my arms.

“It is Christmas eve, sweetheart, and
I am a clown of a penitent,” I whis-
pered as I kissed her.

“You deserve to be punished for your
' dullness,” she protested.

“Then glve it me back, Awdrey.”
And I held her happy, blushing face
close to mine.

“If I do it's under compulsion.”

“That's a new name for mistletoe,”
cried Gorham again as he ran off to

We lingered & moment for that which
was under nefther mistietoe nor com-
pulsion and then followed him, forget-
ting all about the recent crisls and as
bappy a pair of lovers as all Bussex
enld find that merry mon. /
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We have taken great pains in selecting our stock, and we
now claim to have the finest, best and largest stock of

Jewelry, Musical Instruments, China
= Silverware Lver Brought to Denison

Tuft’s Silverware

Shopping Suggestions

We Would Call Especial Attention to the Following:

Better than Sterling, in beautiful and artistic designs.
Something special —Silverwear in sets and special

pieces for the -table, Silver and Ebony Toilet Sets; beautiful China, handsome Plates,
Auzerian and Rozane Vases, Japanese ware, Jardinieres, Mirrors and Triple Mirrors, fine

Hand Bags, Music Rolls,

Eastman Kodaks, Parker Fountain Pens, handsome Albums, fancy

Stationery, Victor and Edison Talking Machines, a magnificent line of Cut Glass.

adialies

Central Burner Parlor Lamps

Light like electricity; a new invention; prices
from $2.75 to $8.00.

Pianos, Organs, Guitars

and all manner of small musxcal instruments.

A beautiful
of

WATCHES

Diamonds, Diamonds, Diamonds

selection of choice gems
the first water.

in all styles, makes and prices
Clocks in greatest variety.

PEST

prices. Call'and see them.

—We have a beautxful lme
of handsome'Framed ‘Pictures on
which we are making very close

MAIN STREET

We invite an inspection of this wonderful stock, and our
guarantee goes wnth every article sold.

J L Warbasse

;; / DENISON

PUBLIC SALE.

The undersigned will sell at farm
5 miles north and 1 mile west of Defi-
ance and 10 miles south of Denison

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20, 1905,
the following described property at 12
o’clock m. .

42 head of good cattle, 25 milch
cows, high grade Short-Horns and
Polled Durhams. Five of these cows
were fresh during the month of Octo-
ber, one in November and two will be

fresh in February, the remaining num- | 5

ber will be fresh in the spring. ' Five
two-year-old heifers, ten calves, two
bull calves. One of the sires of these
calves weighs 2500 pounds. = Both
sires are registered animals. Nearly
all the cows offered in this sale are
giving milk now. They are all good
COWS.

Free lunch and hot coffee at 11
o’clock.

Terms—Sums of $10.00 and under,
cash. Sums over $10.00 a credit of
twelve month’s time will be given on
approved notes bearing 8 per cent in-
terest from date. No property to be
removed until settled for.

D. WEATHERBY.

Jess McAhren, Auctioneer.

Sears McHenry, Clerk.

PUBLIC SALE.

The undersigned will sell at public
sale in sectionl 18, Washington town-
ship, one mile west of Buck Grove
and four miles south-east of Arion,

WEDNESDAY. DEC. 27, 1905.
Commencing at 10 o’clock a. m.,
following described property.

One gray mare 6 years old, one
horse, 6 years old, one bay mare com-
ing 8 years, two bay colts coming 2
years and one black mare. Nine young
cows, two cows coming 6 years old,
four yearling steers, 1 yearling heifer,
three spring steer calves, two spring
heifers, one thoroughbred Short Horn
bull. 55 head of hogs.

McCormick binder, in good condi-
tion, mower, Moline wagon, Deering
hay rake, cultivator, Sterling disc,
Rock Island riding plow, Black Hawk
corn planter 100 rods wire, fanning
mill (new), Hoosier Force feed seed-
er, 3 section lever drag, set work
harness, spring wagon, top buggy, De

the

Laval separator. Corn in crib, 20 tonsl

hay in barn..

FREE LUNCH AT NOON.
TERMS—$10.00 and under cash;
$10.00 or over bankable note for one
year bearing 8 per cent interest from

date.
GEO. HESTER.
W J. McAhren, Auct.
S. McHenry, Clerk.
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Fine Fresh Meats Delivered Promptly to Any Part

Call Them Up On Either Phone,

RR2 0GR 20R 200200220822 200080220R 0000000082008 0000 08 #¢

:

City,

Bros.

YITITITYITNYIY

Denison, Iowa.
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A Few Farms Fr Sale at Baroains

water, $70 per acre.
110 acres 2¢ miles from Deloit.
$65 per acre.

' 280 acres 14 miles from Denison.

214 acres, good farm, 4 miles from Denison, only $50 per acre.
65 acres, good farm, good improvements and orchard. Six miles

from Defiance.

$65 per acre.

very easy terims, %60 per ac:re.

Other fari’ in Monona County,

124 acres, 41 miles from Dow City. Good farm, good improvements,

160 acregoo farm, Monona County, $40.00 per acre.
240 acre gnod farm, Monona Connty $42.50 per acre.

e1al farms near Sioux City, 240 up to 720 acres. cheap.

400 acre improved farm in Kaneas, abount 150 miles from Kansas City.
Good farm in good conntry. Cheap for sale or trade.

Romans Bros.,

Good improvements, fine land and

Elegant improvements, fine land,

120 acresup at low prices. Al-o sev-

DENISON,
I O WA

Monument Maker

Let us make
Estimates on
anything you
may desire,

The best of
workmanibip.

A Guarantee
that amounts to
Somett.ing.

R. L. HILL

Artistic Designs

in Granite and Marble.

Denison, lowa
BDETEIEIDBVSB DB

M. L. TcElwain
Veterinarian

Thirty-five years practical experience.
Licensed to practice under laws of the
state of Iowa.

Headquarters at Savery Livery
Barn, Denison, lowa

All calls given
prompt attention

Home Phone
C.C. No, 333

jﬁ", Early Wisers | ghanpyain's Cough Remedy

Poland ,Chin;
Males

For sale at half their value. Sired
by Look Over Perfection, by Ac-
robat, he by Proud Perfection.
From my best registered sows.
Ready for immediate use.

W. A. McHenry,

Denison, Iowa.
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