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LOIIC USED TO " 
EARTHQUAKES 

Holdsn Gate Metropolis Has 
Been Shaken Often 

In the Past , 

PRESENT WORST EVER KNOWN 

Some of the Skyscrapers and Other 

, Buildings Destroyed — Magnificent 

* City Hall in Ruins—Fires Ar

rested by Dynamite—Earth* 

quake of 1868 Described 

by Mark Twain. 
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i HE recent disastrous earthquake 
extending over so large a part 
of the Pacific coast region and 
wrecking such an extensive 

section of the city of San Francisco 
•was not the first of these catastrophes 
•known in the western metropolis, 
though by all odds the most damaging. 

For many years the municipal au-
thorities refused to permit tall build
ings in the city because of the fear of 
earthquakes, several of which had al
ready been experienced. Finally the 
Interdiction was removed, however, 
'and a number of skyscrapers resulted. 

Prior to 1890 there was hardly a 
building in excess of five stories and 
only a few of that height. Today there 
Is one eighteen stories bif,'h and quite 
a number from twelve to fourteen 
stories. 

In the spring of 1898, about 10 o'clock 
one night, the city had a seismic shock 
that put to test its high structures. It 
was the worst earthquake since 1SC8, 
when for eight or nine blocks on the 
main street (Market) the ground was 
cracked open several inches. 

In the upheaval of 1898 the tall build
ings were given a fearful shaking, and 
some of their occupants were made 
dizzy and sick. The structures were 
uninjured, and ever since that time 
there has not been so much question 
of the safety of high buildings of mod
ern construction—that is, buildings of 
structural iron frame and facings of 
pressed brick, terra cotta or stone. 

It was M. 1-1. De Young, the proprie
tor and editor of the Chronicle, who 
was the pioneer in this respect. He 
met with opposition from the munici
pal authorities fourteen years ago when 
he decided to erect a ten story house 
for his newspaper. It was believed to 

' be a dangerous undertaking because of 
the earthquake fear, but Mr. De Young 
won out and thereby set an example of 
enterprise to other wealthy men who 
have since built more tall buildings. 
For instance, I>. O. Mills, the New 
York banker, who owns a great deal 
of San Francisco property, has one of 
the tallest and finest structures in tlio 
city. 

Claus Spreckels, known throughout 
the country as the sugar king and the 

ries, the eight storied being most nu
merous. 

The Call and Examiner buildings 
were almost totally destroyed In tlio 
earthquake and many other skyscrap
ers wore severely shaken, cracked and 
damaged 

One of Ihe chief buildings which col
lapsed was the new postoflice. Thin 
was a substantial structure of granite, 
costing to exceed $5,000,000. Whil,1 

not striking from an architectural 
standpoint, the postofiice was impress
ive from its innsslrcness. 

The Postal building was badly dam
aged, and the operating room was a 
wreck. Power of every kind was de
stroyed, and there were no lights, ei 
ther gas or electric. Neither the Pal
ace hotel nor the St. Francis was de 
stro.ved as far as the framework goes, 
hut the inside plastering and decora
tions were greatly damaged. 

The business section of the city from 
Market street to Mission street and 

Otbtr imposing edifices, many of 
which have been more or less severely 
injured, are the Hotel St. Francis, the 
Palace hotel, the H«ll of Justice, the 
Mutual Bank building, the Pacific Mu
tual Life building and the Callaghan 
building. The greatest property dam
age resulted in the manufacturing dis
trict and the greatest loss of life in 
the tenement house district. 

'.The chief street of the city is Mar
ket, running diagonally for many miles. 
The destruction of many of the depart
ment stores and other business blocks 
oi> Market and Mission streets was al
most complete. Fire added to the hor
rors of the situation, and, as the water 
mains had been burst by the shock, 
the fire department was helpless. The 
flames ate their way along Market 
street, aud other fires started In differ
ent parts of the city. 

As the earthquake occurred but a 
little after 5 o'clock In the morning, 
practically the entire population was iu 
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IDry Goods and Millinery  ̂
All the late Novelties in Millinery now on hand at the low
est possible prices. Come in and look our line over. WE 
SELL IT CHEAPER. 

* 

Novelties in Turnovers, Belts, Neck Ribbons, 
Ginghams, Percales, Wash Goods now on hand 

Union Suits, Long Sleeve Vests, Hosiery, 
Corsets and Gloves# 

Special in Dress Trimmings 

THE CALL BUILDING, ALSO DESTROYED. 

from the bay back was almost com
pletely wrecked. 

The most conspicuous buildi'.ivt in 
San Francisco, the city hall, is almost 
totally ruined. It cost from .<!(;.()i 10.000 
to #7.000.000, took twenty-live years in 
construction and was surmounted by 
a dome feet high. It was thought 
to be very solidly constructed, being 
built substantially of brick, with the 
walls covered by cement. The interior 
of the dome was decorated with ex
pensive marbles taken from tile Pa
cific coast mountains. 

Another very fine building, which 
cost over §5,000,000, is the splendid ho-
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CITY HALL, WHICH WAS WRECKED. 

PS® 

richest San Franciscan, owns a build-
ling seventeen stories high, commonly 
known as the Call building. On three 
of the corner sites, where Third street 
Intersects Market, is located the great 
! Spreckels building, the home of the 
'Call; the De Young building, the home 
of the Chronicle, and the Hearst bulld-
*lng, occupied by the Examiner, the 
three great Pacific coast newspapers 
having contributed handsomely to the 
"building development of Ban Francisco 
in recent years. The ctty bow has Its 
sbare of tall balldlnga, one being eight
een stories in height. The major part 
of them are eight, ten and twelve sto-

tel.erected by Mrs. Herman Oelr'.c'.is 
on fashionable Nob hill. Mrs. Oelrichs, 
who is a daughter ol' the late Senator 
Fair, has shown fine taste iu tha ar
chitectural plans of Fairmont, the ap
propriate name of the new hotel. Seca 
from the bay this structure, with Its 
classic outlines, makes the beholder 
think of a Greek temple. White and 
graceful, It looms above the busy mar
ket places, the great wholesale district, 
the crowded business section and pic
turesque Chinatown, which, by the 
way, is fast disappearing owing to the 
encroachments of commerce aud the 
dwindling of the Chinese puliation. 

bed. Men and women rushed wildly 
forth in their night robes and tied ill 
panic through the streets. Many were 
caught by the falling root's and walls 
and in the. poorer districts the tene
ments collapsed like eggshells, crush
ing and suffocating their inmates be
fore they had time to escape. Iu many 
cases fire finished the work of death 
catching the victims as they were 
plnued still alive under the debris. 

To arrest the spread of the tire along 
Market street many buildings were 
dynamited. 

Tlie track of one railroad was de
pressed four feet or more for a dis
tance of three miles. At one point In 
the city the earth cracked open for a 
distance of six feet, leaving a yawning 
chasm of fathomless depth. 

The destruction of all telegraph wires, 
except one belonging to the Postal 
union, made it almost Impossible for 
the stricken city to communicate with 
the outside -world. The severe injury 
to the Western Union and Postal of
fices, also the Associated Press, greatly 
added to the difficulty. 

The practical destruction of six . or 
eight blocks, coupled with the Immense 
loss of life and damage to property 
throughout San Francisco aud the en
tire coast region, makes this the worst 
earthquake disaster in American his
tory, exceeding even the historic 
Charleston earthquake of a few years 
ago. 

San Francisco has suffered from 
many slight seismic shocks, one of 
them occurring about a year ago. At 
that time a long article appeared in 
one of the papers, signed by a pro
fessor in one of the observatories near 
by, stating that there was no partic
ular danger from these tremors of the 
earth's surface. The coast region, ac 
cording to this writer, was newer than 
parts of the country farther east and 
was therefore settling. He said peo 
pie should feel no alarm, as nothing 
serious was liable to happen. 

Evidently the earth's crust in the 
Golden Gate region has been doing 
some more "settling." 

The most severe earthquake San 
Francisco has known prior to the pres 
ent one was in 1S0S. Quite a little 
damage resulted, though nothing re
motely comparable to this. It was the 
1S08 shakeup that was made famous 
by Mark Twain. The most surprising 
tiling the genial Mark saw at that time 
was tiie opening up of the ceiling of 
his room, the lips of the orifice work
ing to and fro like a mouth and a brick 
slipping through aud held in suspen
sion, like one lone tooth on the jaw of 

! an old man. 
| The last earthquake that occurred in 

San Francisco was in January, l'JOO. 
! Several distinct shocks were felt early 
| in the morning, causing the vibration 

of buildings all over the city. The 
! chief building affected was the St. 

Nicholas hotel, which was severely 
shaken. The walls collapsed iu cer
tain parts of the structure, guests were 
thrown out of their beds and furniture 
was destroyed. 

In 1004 there was a severe seismic 
disturbance In Los Angeles, which was 
felt throughout the city und for a 
radius of several miles around. 

ALL COLORS AND KINDS. 

We solicit a share of your patronage and will sell you the 
Best Merchandise for the Lowest Price. Yours for business 

DENISON, 
IOWA. 

West Side 
Miss Emma Suhr visited at the 

home of Miss Frainer in Carroll, last 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Mrs. C. L. Patterson spent Monday 
in Denison this week. 

Mrs. R. D. Barr and Miss Bess 
Chase were Denison visitors Satur
day. 

Miss Charlotte Anderson spent Sat
urday and Sunday at home this week. 

Mrs. C. \V. Payne returned home 
from Camanche last week. She re
ports her mother much improved. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Hall and child
ren of Boone, are visiting relatives 
in West Side this week. 

F. J. Gary, Geo E. Spottswood, F. 
F. Brown C. A. Boock, W. L. Spotts
wood, and A. J. Kelly were the del

egates who attended the county con
vention at Denison Monday April 23. 

M. R. Hueschen was a Denison cal
ler Monday. 

• Mrs. M. Knowles, formerly a re
sident of West Side, is visiting at 
the F. J. Gary home this week. 

Cement walks are being put in this 
week along the south side of Kelley & 
Siemens store and in front of the re
sidences of Patterson, Spottswood, 
Kraft, Wiess, and Graves. John 
Truesdal, Geo. Campbell and John 
Scheldorf are doing the work. 

E. J. Peters and Claude Peters left 
Sunday for Lincoln, Neb. where 
Claude has secured a position with 
the Dierk Lumber and Coal Co. E. 
J. Peters went along to visit his 
brother Martin who is manager of the 
above company at Lincoln. 

CITY REAL ESTATE BARGAINS. 
Entire Block. Block 6, east of Grace 

Park, is for sale. Will sell in lots 
or as a whole. One-half block has 
two good houses. Other half no build
ings. Will sell at a bargain to quick 
buyer. Inquire of 

M. Wiblishhauser. 

PAINT YOUR ROOF 

Implements and iron works of all 
kinds with Acro-Elastic Carbon pamt. 
It is fireproof, waterproof, and is 
guaranteed for five years. Paint the 
inside of your chicken houses with it 
and prevent mites, lice and vermin. 
In bulk $1.00 per gallon. 

Lamborn Drug Co., 
Netx Door to Postofiice. 
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Merchandise and 9riee ffaUC ei I 
the S)eni#cn 'Clothing %q. kr fff9 6f | 

Below we quote you prices on a few lines of merchandise J 
as space is not sufficient to enumerate our large and complete IS? 
stock of Clothing, Furnishing Goods, Hats, Caps Trunks, &c. IB 

Men's S\iits 
in worsted and cassamere, the 
latest shades and styles, at v' ;'-

$7.50, 9.00, 10.00, 12.50, 15, 

16.50, 18.50, 20.00 and 22.50 

There is nothing new in the Clothing 
line that we did not get onto as to qual
ity, style and lit. The styles are simply 
marvels this spring—everybody will 
know that you have a new suit. The 
make-up is so entirely different—they 
are beauties and lit like a glove. We 
have looked into every detail of manu
facture and there is nothing that we 
could add to them to make them better. 
This is a broad statement, but call and 
see for yourself and you will agree 
with every statement here made.r»^. 

In all our lines you will find a 

Complete Assortment 

our Cravenetts 
and Top Coats 

are beauties and range iu 
price from j * 

$6.50 up to $22.50 

our Hats 
are varied in style and color and 
are the newest and best that the 
maker affords. Prices from 

50 cents to $3.00 

In our Shirt Departm't 
.you will find all the; new >hade* 
and makes. Prices "r 1 

50c, $1, $1.50, $2.00, $2.50 
• made by good, reliable shirt 

manufacturers and are protect- J r 
ed by 

MY , OWN GUARANTEE 

In fact this store has never shown such good and complete 
lines since its opening. ' 

OUR MERCHANT TAILORING DEPARTMENT under the 
efficient management of W. R. Kirkup. is always busy. If in 
need of anything in this line you will do weil in looking our 
line of samples over. 

YOURS FOR- SPRING MERCHANDISE-

Denison Clothing Co. CHAS. C. KEMMING 
Proprietor. 
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