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approach of a large city and then we 
were in the midst of the dirty, dis
reputable, busy, romantic, beautiful 
fun-loving New Orleans. 

E D I T O R I A L .  

Back this morning from the Sunny 
South. A delightful, fairy trip, 
every minute of it and such a busy 
one that we did not keep our word to 
write as we went along. We find 
that such a promise is ever so much 
easier to make than to keep. We ex
pect nevertheless that our readers 
shall get some enjoyment from the 
trip and for the next few issues we 
hope to impart some of the warmth of 
the Southland to the chill December 
days of Iowa. We shall leave the 
"moralizing" until the last and shall 
at present content ourselves with at
tempts to describe some of the pic-
tores we saw of the South. 

1 , We left Denison on Wednesday 
evening Nov. 28th. We went right 
through on the Illinois Central with 
but two hours stop in Chicago, reach
ing New Orleans on 'Friday morning. 
Four days were spent in the Cresent 
City and then we visited the chain of 
pretty resort towns that lie along the 
gulf coast in Mississippi. Gulfport. 
Bay St. Louis, Biloxi and Scranton 
were among the cities visited. This 
trip included a delightful sea voyage 
of sixty miles from Gulfport to 
Scranton, one of the most delightful 
portions of the journey. We re
turned to New Orleans last Friday 
evening and on Saturday morning 
started for the North. This gave us 
a day trip through Mississippi and 
we reached Chicago Sunday noon. 
Six o'clock saw us again speeding on 
our way, and on Monday morning we 
walked up the hill in Denison. So 
much for the bare itinerary of a most 
delightful vacation. We were more 
than anxious for our first glimpse of 
the. Sunny South. All the day before 
we had been travelling through Illi
nois and we had turned in for the 
night just after we crossed the great 
bridge over the Ohio at Cairo. It was 
dark then but we could see the wide 
waters of the Ohio under us, the many 
lights of the busy river town, which 
was the scene of Graift's activities 
before he became the great leader of 
the war. and off in the distance we 
could see lights of steamers on the 
broad bosom of the Mississippi. But 
Illinois is too much like Iowa to be 
of special interest to the Hawkeye. 
The country is more level, the towns 
look older and more unkempt as one 
gets farther south, still to a great 
extent it was the same old story of 
brown fields, skeleton acres of corn 
and naked trees such as we had left in 
Iowa. 

On Friday morning, then we were 
alert bright and early and found our
selves just about to cross the line 
from Mississippi into Louisiana. The 
dark green of the southern pines 
first caught the eye and then as we 
eagerly pressed our faces to the pane 
we saw the tangle of forest that 
characterizes this section. The air 
was balmy, the grass was green, all 
about us were the waters of the 
swamps, oozy, slimy looking swamps 
which must have been the home of 
myriads of reptiles. On every little 
hummock waved the bright green of 
the wild palms and here and there 
were little huts set up on stilts to 
keep them out of the swamp. Ma
laria seemed to be written large all 
over everything and we still wonder 
how any human being can be tempt
ed to live there. Hammond, La., 
seemed to be high and dry and beauti
ful however and there was an evident 
attempt to make the place attractive. 

» The chief industry is the lumber 
production and there were evidences 
.of this work on every hand. The 
land grew wetter and swampier as 
we neared New Orleans and soon we 
came to the dreariest, wierdest for
est we have ever seen. The naked, 
trees of Iowa look ghostly enough, 
but imagine miles of dead gnarled 
spreading trees from every limb of 
which hangs a ghost-like drapery of 

>' grey-black Spanish moss. Imagine 
all this with a tangle of dead under
brush, a few green palms from three 
to six feet high, and all of this com
ing out of a bed of slime and .water 
and you have a picture of Louisiana 
as it is for the fifty miles before you 
enter New Orleans. If this is the 
condition now, what must it have 
been fifty years ago' No wonder 
that the escaping slave found nothing 
but death and starvation awaiting 
him. That was our first view of the 
"Sunny South" and it was a most 
disappointing one. Soon however, 
and after passing between two wide 
lakes, we came to higher ground 
where there were evidences of truck 
fanning and the other signs. the 

ONE WAY OF DEALING WITH 
TRUSTS. 

The siap trust in England was 
very much of the nature of a soap 
bubble, for after a brief, glittering 
existence of three weeks it suddenly 
broke. With a capital of $50,000,000 
it did seem as if it could crush out 
the independent firms which refused 
to join, and that people would have 
to buy of the trust or go unwashed. 
Evidently they preferred to remain 
unwashed, for they stubbornly de
clined to buy. trust soap. At least 
the retailers did and they were sup
ported by the public. One result 
of this boycott was to make the bus
iness of the trust fall off 90 per cent. 
Ar a further consequence of this ex
perience the promoters are now sad
der and wiser men. 

The stand taken by the British 
retailer in the matter of the soap 
combine is being followed with grati 
fying results by the retailers of 
central Massachusetts with reference 
of the oil combine. If this method 
were only followed generally through
out the country it might prove the 
easiest, simplest, and most effective 
method af solving the trust problem. 

Certain it is that the people intend 
to be freed from the domination of 
corporations which use their great 
wealth and power to crush legitimate 
competition that they may control 
the market and compel the consumer 
to pay an unreasonable price for com 
modities. many of which are neces
sities of life. 

NEWSPAPER POSTAL RATES. 
Newspaper men are sometimes 

alarmed on account of statements 
made that the Post Office Department 
is going to curtail their privileges 
which they now possess. The rea
sons invariably given are that the 
privileges of postal rates is often 
timeB abused and also that as the De • 
partment has a deficit each year it 
cannot afford to let the papers have 
the cheap rates they now enjoy. That 
the postal laws are oftentimes misused 
by unscrupulous people is doubtless 
true, but it is unfair to expect th° 
reputable and responsible newspaper 
publishers to suffer for the wrong* 
doing of others. 

As to the deficit which faces the 
Department at the close of each fiscal 
year we have a good deal of sympa
thy with the authorities. 

The newspaper is a great educator, 
diffusing throughout the country in
formation of all kinds for the benefit 
of the people and conserving the in
terests of law, morality, and order. 
To put a tax on knowledge would be 
both a blunder and a crime, and most 
certainly higher postal charges on 
newspapers could ,be equivalent to 
such a tax. 

IBARTCHER BROS. 

OPERA HOUSE OUTLOOK. 
There is grave danger that the 

opera house project will fall through. 
Practically enough money has been 
subscibed to build the opera house 
but the difficulty seems to be to make 
a suitable, arrangement with the 
Germania Verein which owns the 
present opera house. It would be a 
source, of-great .future regret to this 
society it any action of its own should 
block the citizens in their enterprise 
and generosity and public spirited 
ness. The present opera house was 
built very largely from funds given 
or loaned by business men who are 
not now owners of any part of the 
stock. Under the circumstances we 
think the matter should be looked at, 
not entirely in the light of a strict 
business transaction, but as a mat
ter for the public good in which the 
members of the Verein could well 
afford to make a sacrifice if necessary 
tu promote the project. It is true 
that for the past few years the opera 
house has been a paying venture and 
the indebtedness has been largely re
duced. It would not be a paying 
venture however if another opera 
housewere erected, althought it might 
cut down the revenue of new build
ing. We understand that the Verein 
has offered to sell the opera house for 
$8500. $1500 payable in cash, to wipe 
out the outstanding indebtedness and 
the balance payable in stock in the 
new concern. It would cost in the 
neighborhood of $2500. to move the 
present building and get it ready on 
a new foundation. The lot on which 
it would be moved costs $2100. This 
would make the opera house corner 
cost the new company $13,100. before 
a stone had been laid for the new 
building. In return for this they 
would have an empty lot with an 
old stone foundation which must be 
removed and rebuilt and which would 
be hardly deep enough for the pur
pose and an old frame building suit
able only for dances and exhibition 
purposes. The above is simply a 
statement of fact. If a new opera 
house is built the earning capacity of 
the old building would at once be re
duced by one half, so that it would 
be barely self-sustaining and would 
sell for but little more than the value 
of the land upon which it stands. We 
do not believe that after mature con-
sideraton any member of the Verein 
will wish to stand in the path of 
progress and that some agreement 
will be made which will be fair to 
the men who are willing to put up 
their cash in order to provide our 
city with a suitable place for public 
gatherings. 

SECRETARY SHAWS' LAST 
REPORT. 

Secretary of the Treasury Leslie 
M. Shaw haB filed his last official re
port. It is a' carefully compiled 
statement and will be reviewed with 
interest by all Americans who like 
to keep informed concerning the work
ings of that vast and complicated de
partment of government which deals 
with the finances of the nation. 

The report shows that the total 
revenues of the government for the 
fiscal year of 1906 were $762,386,904.62. 

The total expenditures amounted to 
$736,717,528.01. 

The difference between receipts 
and expenditures means a surplus of 
of $25,669,322.61. 

Secretary Shaw appropriately out
lines some of the most notable ac
complishments of the five years in 
which he has been at the head of the 
treasury department. 

Notwithstanding the expenditures 
of $10,000,000 to the republic of Pan
ama and $40.00.0,000 to the Panama 
Canal company for the right of way 
on which to construct the canal and 
$10,000,000 expended in preliminary 
work upon the canal -and the issuance 
of $30,000,000 in bonds for continuing 
the work of construction, the bonded 
indebtedness of the government has 
increased during the last five years 
$14,000,000, the annual interset charge 
has decreased $4,000,000. the money 
in the treasury to the credit of the 
general fund has increased nearly 
$50,000,000. while the total circular 
tion in the country has increased 
$600,000,000 and the per capita circu-
lation nearly $5. 

The history of the United States 
treasury department will do full 
justice to Leslie M. Shaw. Its ver
dict will not rest upon . the testi
mony of the carping critics who have 
no use for a man with enough brains 
and independence of character to out
line a policy and adhere to it to the 
end. It will give him rank among 
the ablest secretaries of the treasury 
who ever occupied the position. 

In the five years in which he has 
been at the head of the treasury de
partment Secretary Shaw has reflect
ed nothing but honor upon the state 
of Iowa, and his old neighbors v&ill 
wish him well wherever he goes or in 
whatever he undertakes. 
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Furniture 

The 

Imperial Automatic 
Morris 
Chair 

For Beauty and Comfort 
For Utility and Economy 

Upholstered in the BEST 
Chase Leather—-only 

$9.00 
• TrHFS^ we are the only people in Denison selling the 
• celebrated "Acme Hygienic Couch." The 

only real Comfortable Couch made and guaranteed Not to Wear 
Out, Come and see therrw 

Library and Parlor Tables 
Come and see something new in Li

brary and Parlor Tables. We have the 
latest and our prices are the lowest. r 

Rockers 
We have the prettiest and Best line of Rockers ever shown 

I - in Denison. You can not afford to miss seeing our stock 
before buying-

WATCH OUR WINDOW..and buy a fine Automatic, guaran
teed Daverport Sofa Bed at your own price. The price 
will be reduced 50c each day until sold. 

Bartcher Bros, Denison, lo. 
LEADING FURNITURE DEALERS 

•5^ 

Vears AQC in the 

With most commendable regularity 
Santos-Dumont announces about once 
a month that he has at last perfected 
his air-ship. Unfortunately it does 
not stay perfected, for an arm or a 
wing or a rudder or some other vital 
part gets out of order and the air
ship has to be again perfected. The 
cheerful optimism of Santos-Dumont 
and his perseverance should ultimately 
meet with success. 

Messrs. Jack Jones and Mike Burke 
of Denison, both old Defiance boys, 
visited with freinds here last Tuesday 
and were pleasant callers at the En
terprise office.—Defiance Enterprise. 

Colds 
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Quite frequently of late we read 
of railways and sugar and other trusts 
being fined thousands of dollars for 
giving or receiving rebates. All this 
is encouraging as it shows that the 
law can reach and punish for such 
illegal practices. But to effectively 
deal with such abuses something 
more than fines is needed. The fines. 
whether large or small, do not im
poverish the concerns that are found 
guilty or lessen the dividends paid to 
stockholders because the amounts are 
charged against the public and sooner 
or later the public pays them. And as 
for tbg_jnoral sense which should 
awaken Haw-breakers to a con
sciousness oi ^ their wrong-doing and 
cause them to voluntarily desist, that 
does not trouble them. If the giving 
and taking of rebates and the other 
illegal transactions indulged in by 
some corporations were criminal 
offenses honest dealing would soon 
prevail. , I Ayer's Pills increase the activity of 

,,wor' and thus a,d recovery-

There is a remedy over sixty 
years old—Ayer's Cherry 
Pectoral. Of course you have 
heard of it,probably have used 
it. Once in the family, it stays; 
the one household remedy for 
coughs and hard colds on the 
chest. Askyour doctoraboutit. 
" I have bad pneumonia three times, and 

Ayer's Cherry Pectoral has brought me safely 
through eaen time. I have Just recovered 
from my last attack, aged sixty-seven. No 
wonder! pralseit." —E.V. HIGUINB, Stevens 
Point, Wis. 
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PILLS. 
HAIR VIOOR. vers 
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Reliable 

Clothing jfrusinetfs 
there were fabrics called "satinets;" 
cotton and cheap wool woven together 
Ask any old clothing man ^bout "sati
nets;" he'll remember. ' • 

They were an awful fraud; they 
looked good, and they were bad. 

They were a reproach to the clothing 
business; made people afraid for years 
to trust the statements of the clothier. 

The revival of cotton mixtures, due 
to the high price 6f wool has brought 
the "satinet" period bacjk, in a modi

fied form. You cant tru^tany clothes 
offered to you now, unless they're all-
wool and guaranteed to ê. •, 

There is at least one concern, mak
ers of good clothes who will put their 
label on nothing but all wool goods. 

Hart Schaffner & Marx are one such 
concern; and we sell their goods. 
All-wool all right. i 

Brummer, 
Clothiers, 


