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THE GQVRNOR SPEAKS 
Important Extracts From Gover­

nor's Message. 

FAVORS TWO CENT FARE. 

Primary Laws Are Urged and Railroad 
Legislation is Demanded.. 

Below we give a few extracts from 
the message of Governor A. B. Cum-
jnins. The docubent is an import­
ant one to the people of Iowa and 
states the well-known views of the 
Governor in a statesmanlike and 
firms manner. We regret that lack 
of time and space prevent editorial 
comment in this issue or the publica­
tion of the message in its entirety. 
The following is what the Governor 
haB to say on a number of important 
questions, y „ •. *' * 
Enlargement of the < Pure Food Law. 

Last year the general assembly 
adopted a measure intended to pro­
tect the people from fraud and im­
position in the sale of adulterated 
and unwholesome food. It is now in 
operation and I believe that it will 
accomplish great good. 

Those who are vitally interested in 
the live stock industry feel that sim­
ilar protection should be extended to 
live stock food. I have examined the 
subject with as much care as has been 
possible under the circumstances, 
and have reached the conclusion that 
their views are sound. I therefore 
recommend the enactment of a law 
with respect to such foods, having the 
general scope and purpose of the act 

•of the Thirty-first general assembly 
relating to pure food. 

Railroads. 

Inasmuch as I feel compelled to 
make a series of recommendations 
that touch, directly or indirectly, the 
railroads within th^state. I must be 
allowed a brief preface. There has 
"beep/ within the last . three or four 
years, so much discussion concern-
ingthe relations of ^the railroads to 
the people, that those who manage 
railroad property and those who own 
railroad stocks and bonds seem to 
fear that there exists a violent pre­
judice -which will result in' unjust 
legislation. I cannot believe that the 
fear is well founded. The discussion 
has been the natural outcome of the 
marvelous increase in commerce, and 
the plain attempt of railway mana­
gers to reap the largest possible profit 
from the unparalleled traffic of the 
time. These managers, while they 
admit as a mere abstraction, the pro­
position that a railroad has not the 
liberty or license of private property, 
cannot and will not accept it as a 
rule of conduct. They still believe, 
apparently, that they have a right to 
capitalize not only present earnings, 
but hopes for the future. They can­
not and will not, save theoretically, 
recognize that all persons and all 
localities must be given the use of 
transportation . facilities upon like 
terms under like conditions. 

There is no dispositon upon the 
part of the people generally or of any 
legislative body to take away from 
railway corporations the management 
of Iheir property, or to denv them 
full and adequate compensation for 
the service they render. I say to 
'you. and I hope you will bear it in 
mind when you come to consider the 
recommendation^ I shall make that 
you could not inflict a more fatal 
blow upon the people of this state 
than to adopt such legislation as 
would deprive bur railroads of the op­
portunity to earn a fair profit. We 
are as dependent for our' material 
well being upon the transportation 
afforded by the railroads as we are 
upon the air we breathe for the con­
tinuance of life. Railroads will not 
and cannot serve the people efficiently 
unless they are reasonably compen­
sated for, the work they do. The 
spirit of confiscation is not in the 
people of Iowa, and it is not in this 
general assembly. The railway com 
panies may dismiss all fear of injury. 
It is incredible that the- calm wisdom 
of this or any other legislative body 
in a country like ours will impose 
such restrictions upon the use of rail­
road property as will render it 
either unprofitable in operation or 
unfairly interfere with the cpntrql of 
ita owners. The whole history of leg­
islation upon this Subject proves con­
clusively the truth of my assertion. 
Notwithstanding a)l the acts that 
have been passed regulating the op­
eration and limiting the compensation 
of railroads, whether by the states or 
the United States, the railroads have 
steadily grown in mileage and increas­
ed in revenue until their excessive 
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stocks and bonds aggregate nearly 
one-seventh of the entire wealth of 
the nation. Experience has abundant­
ly shown that, with the privileges 
granted to them by the law. they can 
take care of themselves much more 
effectually than legislatures and con­
gresses can take , care of the people. 

Concluding, this general review, I 
come to specific things^ 

Passenger Fares. 

In my message delivered to the 
Thirty-first* general assembly, 1 had 
the honor to recommend the passage 
of a law that would require railway 
companies to "sell mileage books 
good for J000 miles and upwards, at a 
flat rate of two cents per mile, good 
until used;" and I said in that con­
nection. "if purchased by the head 
of a family, there is no reason why 
it should not be used by any member 
of the family;" and again 
man who travels little is at 
at too great a disadvantage as com­
pared with the man who travels 
much.'' -

A bill embodying this recommend­
ation passed -tbe house of representa­
tives. but in the committee of the 
senate, counsel for the railways con­
tended that it was unconstitutional, 
because it authorized discrimination. 

The argument seemed to be con-, 
vincing, and although I do not concur 
in the conclusion, I feel impelled to 
lay aside the remedy then proposed. 
It must be assumed, therefore, that 
if those who travel little are to be 
relieved of the unjust burden which 
they now bear, the relief must come 
through a general reduction of all 
passenger fares. There is much 
reason to believe that, in the western 
country at least, passenger traffic at 
the present rates is less profitable 
than freight traffic at the present 
rates. The representatives of the 
railway companies, during the last 
session, insisted that the average act­
ual rate paid by passengers in Iowa 
was not more than two cents per mile, 
some of the roads showing a fraction 
higher and some a fraction lower than 
two cents. In making this compu 
tation, arbitrary division .of certain 
large expenses was assumed, and as 
I understand it free transportation 
was not included. ' > 

This condititon has been brought 
about by the railroads themselves, 
through mileage books, credentials, 
and other reduced rates to privileged 
classes. When it is remembered that 
the vast majority of those who travel 
a great deal pay but two cents per 
mile, and that the travel of all those 
of our people who pay three cents 
per mile is necessary to bring the 
average up to two cents per mile, the 
extent of travel which pays less than 
two cents per mile assumes tremend­
ous proportions. Granting, for the 
moment, that it would be unfair to 
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reduce the^ revenue from passenger 
service asingle penny, it is still man­
ifest that ,the adjustment is hopeless­
ly wrong. It costs the railway com­
pany just as, much to carry a passen­
ger who has purchased a 2.00® mile 
book, per mile, as it does to carry a 
passenger who has bought a single 
ticket for }00 miles; indeed. I think 
the former costs but*little more, for 
the use of the mileage book entails 
more expense in the maintenace of 
extensive bureaus for identification, 
auditing and rebating than the sale of 
tickets 'at stations. The only advant­
age derived by the railway company 
is the interest upon the payment in 
advance, and this does not warrant 
any appreciable reduction in the rate. 

If.the practice of making low rates 
for excursions, conventions meetings 
of associations and the like, is unpro­
fitable. the railway companies can 
easily abolish it. For my part I can 
see no justice in the custom which 
compels the farmer and his family or 
the merchant and his family, as they 
go from place to place, either for 
pleasure or for business, to pay a part 
of the cost of carrying men to conven­
tions or to gatherings of any kind, 
and much les* can I.perceive the wis­
dom of making our people pay, as 
they move about engaged in their 
ordinary affairs, for losses incurred 
in making trainload afer trainload.of 
pleasure seekers to points of enter­
tainment or samus^ment. or land 
seekers, as they journey to distant 
states in the hope of finding riches 
that they could more easily discover, 
at home. . 

These things, hnvever, are entire­
ly within the control of the railway 
companies. If we give them an op­
portunity to take two cents per mile 
from every one who rides upon their 
trains in Iowa and they avail them­
selves of the opportunity as they can, 
their revenue fr,om the passenger 
traffic will not be reduced a single 
dollar; on the contrary, according to 
universal experience, it will be in­
creased. If on the other hand, the 
railway- companies, with the right to 
demand two cents per mile from all 
who travel, find it advantageous, by 
reason of ulterior and extrinsic bene­
fits, to reduce the rates under certain 
circumstances below the maximum, 
and thus diminish the average rate 
actually received, they cannot assert 
that the law has done them an in­
justice. I stand firmly upon the pro­
position that the travelers who are 
now paying three cents per mile are 
paying the fares of other travelers 
who are abundantly able to, pay their 
own; and the burden is laid upon the 
people who are least able to tear it. 
It is a discrimination which cannot be 
defended, and which ought not to con­
tinue. It will not ^be forgotten, 
either, that the prohibition against 
passes already in force, and an en­
largement of the prohibition or which 
I shall speak presently, and which I 
hope will shortly be in force, will 
add niateiially to the revenue of the 
railway companies and will help 
greatly in maintaining the average at 
or above its present point. 

C ' V \  v S . ' - V -
Freight, Kates 

What I have already|said is suffi­
cient in so far as the income of the 
railway companies is concerned. The 
railroad commission has already ad­
equate power to fix schedule of maxi­
mum freight rates. The schedules 
and classifications announced in 1889 
have not been changed. essentially 
during the eighteen years that have 
since intervened. In the meanwhile, 
the manufacture and commerce of the 
country have been revolutionized! ai^l 
I believe it to be true that the pres­
ent adjustment of rates is grossly un. 
fair to the manufacturers, farmers, 
stock producers and distributers of the 
state. They do not have a fair and 
even chance in the struggle for bus­
iness. It may be worth your while 
to institute an investigation, which, 
with your plenary powers, might 
develop many things which the rail­
road commission cannot discover and 
which would greatly aid in the read­
justment of rates. As you know, it 
is the almost invariable custom of 
railway companies, in bringing ship­
ments of any kind into the state, to 
make rates to the state line, and 
then add the rate of the - Iowa dis­
tance tariff to the point of destina­
tion. This practice results in great' 
hardship to our manufacturers and 
distributers in their efforts to com­
plete with their rivals situated be-
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DENISON, IOWA. 

Bank, Church and Office Furniture 
r A Specialty* 

Estimates Gladly furnished. See my 
i\ your orders. 

work before placing 

First Class Workmanship Guaranteed. 

Machinery compa'ny'twenty-nine cars 
of bar steel having a total weight of 
980.741 pounds. 

"Distance from Chicago to Fair­
field 256 miles. y : f 

"Distance from Chicago to Bur­
lington 206 miles. 
' "Distance from Burlington to Fair­
field 50 miles. 

"Rate from Chicago to Fairfield 13 
cents per 100 pounds. 

"Rate from Chicago to Burlington 
5 cents per 100 pounds. 

"Rate from Burlington to Fair­
field 13 cents per 100 pounris. 

"Rate charges for hauling these 
twenty-nine cars 206 miles S490.37. 

"Freight charges for hauling these 
twenty-nine cars 50 miles $784.59. 

"In this particular case the freight 
for one-fifth of the entire distance— 
the part in Iowa—is $294.22 more 
than for the other four-fifths of the 
distance—the part in Illinois." 

"In 1906 the Iowa Malleable Iron 
compjany of this city shipped in 1,597 
long tonfl of pig iron. Most of this 
if not all came from Chicago. 

"Rate from .Chicago to Fairfield 
$2.40 per long ton. 

"Rate from Chicago to Burlington 
$1. per .long ton. 

"Freight from Chicago to Fairfield 
on 1,597 long tons $3,832.80. . . 

"Freight from Chicago to Burling­
ton on 1,597 long- tons, $1,597. 

"Freight charged from Burlington 
to Farifield. 1,597 long tons $2,235.80. 

"Freight on 1,597 ton for hauling 
fifty miles in Iowa, $2,238.50. 

"Freight on 1597 ton for hauling 
206 mile in Illinois $1,597. * 

"In other words the freight charges 
for hauling 1,597 ton of pig iron fifty 
miles in Iowa are $638.80 more than 
for hauling the same tonage 206 miles 
in I'linois." 

I understand perfectly that nothing 
you could do would affect a through 
rate, but if it is to be the settled 
policy of the railroad to make the in­
terstate rate, so far as' Iowa people 
are concerned, by adding the local 
distance tariff from the state line to 
the point of destination, it is possible 
to so adjust our rates that less injus­
tice Would follow their application in 
that manner. 

At the present time there are no 
joint rates upon local traffic. The 
law gives to the railroad commission 
the authority, upon specific applica­
tion, to ' establish a joint rate, but 
there is no authority to prescribe e 
general schedule of joint rates. Tha 
constitutionality of th^ existing 
statute was at one time questioned 
but the case in which it arose was 
determined upon another issue and 
therefore the validity of the law is 
still undecided. I recommend the 
subject to you as one worthy of the 
most careful consideration. It is 
believed by very many of our manu­
facturers, as well as by a large pro­
portion of our general shippers that. 
the law should be amended so as to 
confer upon the commission as com-1 
plete power to establish a schedule of 
joint rates embracing all railroads 
and all traffic as it now has to pro­
mulgate a schedule of rates over 
single lines. , , *4- • 
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Let us make esti­
mates on anything 
in our line. 

Marble and Granite Monuments S 

Artistic Designs 
in Granite and Marble 

R. L. HILL, Denison. 

The best 
manship. 
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A guarantee that we 
make good. 
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1 The Broadway Meat Market | 
C. M. JENSEN, Prop. 

Has a well earned reputation for the best in 
% 

Fresh Meats, Fish, Oysters, Smoked, Meats * 
 ̂ Hams, Bacon and Sausage. 

i PROMPT ATTENTION TO PHONE ORDERS & 

L. M.SHAW. PRCS. C. F. KOEHNLE, V-PRES C. L. VOSS CASH. 

J 

General Banking 
Business Conducted, BANI OP DENISON. 
Long and Short Time Loans at Lowest Rates. Interest pa'"'' Time Deposits 

v  v ;  PCCOUDTS OF ALL Bff  f i r jCHE J OF ,  i  
BUSINESS CONfiUCTEO 

Pers:-nal attention given to investments for local patrons. Business Conduct­
ed in English or German 

- SHAW, SIMS & KPEHWLE. 
I.AWYIOIW 

Real Estate Loans at Lowest Rates 

50 Hereford ;Cattle50 
..Hann & Mayne Sale of Hereford Cattle.. 

' To be beld in Harlan, Iowa, Feb. 1st. in the heated sale pavilion. 34 females and 16 
males will be offered. They are of the Lord Wilton. Earl of Sliadeland. Cherry Boy, Ike 
77264 and Spartan Grove 2d 153707 blood. Most of the cattle in the Hann offering are sired 
by Ike 77284, au animal which took flrst in class and sweepstakes at New York State Fair, 

There are some splendid animals in this offering; of both sex. Sired and bred to prize 
winning bulls. This will be the best chance to get high class stuff at your own price that 
has ever been offered in this part of the county. Come and see. 

SEND TO 

F .  W .  H A N N ,  J  H a r l a n ,  I o w a ,  
FOR CATALOGUE 

, s Col. GEO. P. BELLOWS, Auctioneer 

without controversy: First that it is 
the duty of every railway ct mpany to 
provide itself with sufficient motive 

yond the state. To give poi"nt "to tnis!power and enough cars to carry the 
phase of the intricate subject I take! to,'b 

the liberty of giving you the sub- ' PromPtitude giving you 
stance of two letters which I received 
during the time I was writing this 
part of my message: 

"In 1906 there was shipped from 
Chicago to Fairfield for the Louden 

with reasonable 
and to furnish these 

facilities without discrimination to 
the shippers who ask fur them; 
second it is the duty of shippers and 
consigners to 1 load _ and unload cars' 

Continued on page C. 

Taken up by W. R. Doidge on the 
5th day of Dec., 1906,two bull calves, 

' one red and one red and white in East 
Boyer township. Crawford County. Ia. 

W. R. Doidge. 
Subscribed and sworn to by W. R. 

Doidge the 15th day of Dec. 1906. 
E. Gulick. J. P. 

Ed. Theobald. Auditor. l-2t pd. 

For Sale—Three good young mares 
John R. Robinson. v ..3-2t pd 

Cab* Bus and 
Transfer Line 

t Jas Tranter & Sons. Prop's. ; 

, * • Denison, Iowa. ' M# 4 •; •>.«,, • , 
Good Teams and Careful Drivers foi r 
Day or Night Service. Meet all trams 
and make party or special calls to any 
part of the city, day or night. ' *-
Crawford Phone 135 v Iowa Phone jo 


