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Ricketts Is Devastated 
The Fire Demon Destroys Prosperous 

Crawford County Town. 

The Business Section Is In Ruins. 
Energetic People will Rebuild at Once and 
Flourishing Town will Arise from Ashes. 

BLOCKS OF ICE SURVIVE THE FLAMES 

neered with brick. 
The awful story of the fire is soon 

told, for in little over an hour it was 
all over. It would appear that MV. 
Kuhlman was awakened at mid-night 
and looking out saw that the residents 
and restaurant where Peter C. Pet­
ersen and family were sleeping was 
on fire. It did not take him long to 
rush over, past the intervening brick 
veneered building and give the alarm.' 

Review Artist Presents Pictures of Burned District 

Showing Ice Still Intact After the Fierce Blaze. 

A great calamity came upon the 
town of Ricketts in the northwest 
part of the county on Tuesday night. 
May 14. Of the entire business part 
of the place north of the North-West-
ern railroad only four buildings are 
left standing after the fire which raged 
on that eventful night. For the first 
two days after the affair the people 
were numbed by their misfortune, 
then hope for the future came and 
new buildings are to spring up and the 
little town will be on its feet again. 

Ricketts is a town which came into 
existence when the North-Western 
road was laid from Wall Lake through 
the north part of this county to a 
connection with the Sioux City, and 
Pacific at Mondamin. It is in the 
heart of the German settlement and 
while it did not have the growth of 
Schleswig. the sister town to the 
east, it enjoyed a fine trade and its 
business men were most hopeful for 
the future. It had grown to have 
about 200 people with two general 
stores, yards of the Green Bay Lum­
ber Co.. and the Nye Schneider Co.. 
dance hall, hotel, saloons, a strong 

^.^ui^^^iar;ness shop; 

tHe' never to l^e 
forgotten day- ; was. cold and there 
was a tendency to rain and sleet. As 
night came on a storm of snow began 
to fall, accompanied by a strong wind 

from the northwest and the people 
retired early to their beds and by 
mid-night there was practically no 
one stirring. But in fifteen minutes 
after, not a person was in bed for the 
cry of Fire! Fire! had aroused them 
to intense activity and a night of 
terror had set in. 

The pictures of the bur ned district 
given herewith will make the account 
quite intelligible to our readers. The 
main street of the town runs north and 
south and the fire was on the east 
side of the street. Beginning at the 
south end of the block, which adjoins 
the railroad track the buildings came 
in the following order. One story 
saloon owned by Paul Voss. two story 
hotel owned by Voss. residence oc­
cupied by Gustav Rickert his son-in-
law, another residence owned by Voss 
and then an ice house, also oa land of 
Voss, then came a pool room and bar­
ber shop owned by Geo. Krohnke, 
rented by L. Goodrich, next the re­
sidence and restaurant owned by Peter 
C. Petersen, now the saloon owned by 
Petersen, adjoining a two sttfry frame 
used:£or a barber shop and /dance hall 
on aioond .floor; all bwijed/ by Peter-

all her own. found shelter in the 
room or Dr. Feuster on the opposite 
side of the street. Of course every 
house in the residence portion of the 
town, which happily was not injured, 
was opened to the unfortunate ones, 
and there thev are today. Goodrich 
the barber rescued his chair and a 
few tools and opened up business in 
the little town jail or calaboose, but 
the rest of the business men had 
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View of Ruins at Ricketts-^tiooking South. 
Intact after the fire.) 

(Ice is shown 

brick Veneered building Occupied by 
the German State Bank. All the 
buildings were wood except the bank 
and saloon of Petersen which were ve-

nothing to do with and no place to 
go. On Friday a roof wa's put over 
the pile of ice owned by Voss and 
Peterson, the tons of ice standing out 
cpld and seeming not melted at all 
by the intense heat was one of the 
curious features of the scene the next 
day after the fire. 

Paul Voss had recently been offered 
$10,000 for his buildings and four 
lots. He had $2,500 insurance. The 
Krohnke barber shop was worth $900 
and insured for $600. The Petersen 
property was worth over $7,000 and 
he had $1,200 insurance. The two 
story dance hall and harness shop of 
Kuhlman was said to be worth $6,000 
and had $2,000 insurance. 

A scene which came to the eye of 
the reporter will give one an idea of 
the feeling of the women and child­
ren whose homes are gone. A young 

looking-at the ruins when 
— fifteen came un, they shook 

a fierce wind, the driving snow but ad-1 hands and then both began to cry vio-
ding desolation to the scene. Mrs. j lently. It was pitiful indeed. Mr. 
Kuhlman was overcome with terror Petersen was found with his face all 
and was helpless for nearly an hour, i covered' with cloth' to protect his 
Mrs. Petersen and six children, not burns. Many people came over from 

Even then Petersen and wife and 
children came near being smothered 
in flames. Indeed Petersen had a very 
narrow escape and at this time his 
face is a mass of burns. The fire had 
caught in the wash room of the Peter­
sen restaurant and soon it was doom­
ed. the harness shop and dance hall 
had now caught from the heat al­
though there was the brick veneered 
building between and it was on the 
side from which the wind was blow­
ing, but the brick could not stand 
the heat on both Rides and the Peter­
sen saloon began to burn. From now 
on nothing could save the balance of 
the block, all hough the chemical en­
gine was brought out and the entire 
population of the town was ready to 
render aid. The barber shop and pool 
room, building over the ice cellar, two 
residences, hotel and the sajoon down 

Charer Oak five miles away, but could 
be of no help. 

The Northwestern depot, the Nve 
Schneider Co's. big elevator and 
sheds and ofiice of the Green Bay 
Lumber Co . across the track to the 
south did not catch fire although in 
danger. The brick of the veneering 
of the bank building at the north end 
of the burned block grew very hot. but 
kept the fire out. On the corner 
north of the bank is the post-office, 
and a general store of Timm & Son. 
Opposite the post-office and store the 
one story office of Dr. Fuester. On 
the other side of the street from the 
Voss property is the store of Mr. 
Baack and the blacksmith shop of Mr. 
Wulf. The residence portion of the 
town is to the north and east of the 
burned district. 

What for the future? It has been 
decided that the town will immediate­
ly put in a system of water works. 
All the property owners expect to 
rfebuild in some shape and even bet­
ter than before. There is a call for 
teams and carpenters and masons, and 
part of these will have work the bal­
ance of the season. There is much 
clearing up to do before there can be 
any building. The loss has been great 
but the people have true grit and 
great hopefulness and in a short time 
the lots will have buildings again 
erected on them. It will be many a 
year however before the terror of that 
night of May 14th will be erased from 
the memory of those who witnessed 
the fire and who found themselves 
houseless and with out clothing ex­

cept what was hastily put on in the 
cold pitiless driving snow. 

Dr. Fuester will this week move 
his headquarters to Schleswig. He is 
the old time physician of the German 
settlement of Crawford and Ida 
counties, and has been at the bed­
side of hundreds of the sick and dying. 

There seems no clew to the origin 
of the fire. Mr. Petersen says he came 
in about nine, put out the lamp and 
went to bed and he dose not know 
how his building caught fire. He is 
one of the worst sufferers by the fire. 
He disposed of a good farm for the 
Ricketts property and has only $1500 
insurance on an $8000 property. Be- , 
sides he is badly burned on his face. *•. 

Paul Voss will immediately put up 
a temporary building and start his 
hotel and saloon. He expects to make 
the new permanent building of brick 
two stories high and to cover two lots. 

The two merchandise stores are 
still there and the blacksmith shop, 
also the hardware store and two lum- -
ber yards, and so the necessities of life 
are at hand. The people can wait 
tor the saloon and pool halls, but 
there is need of a hotel and places 
for the homeless to live. 

DENISON GIRL WINS PRIZE: 
Miss Bessie Gillett whose excellent 

cartoons are familiar to Review read­
ers was awarded a prize of ten dollars 
last week by the Chicago Record-
Herald in their cartoon contest. 
Miss Gillett's friends are congratu­
lating her and have faith that with 
perseverances she will make a fine 
reputation as a cartoonist. ' 
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View of Ruins at Ricketts—Looking North. (Showing Bank 
and Residence District Uninjured.) 

You ought to try a sack of 

Wizard Flour 
Everybody uses it  1 

: $1.25 per sack. 
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Send us your orders for 

Fresh Berries, Fruits 
Vegetables. 

Our stock is always 
frest. 

WE PAY CASH FOR BUTTER A!\D EGGS 
Broadway and Main Street Dcnison, Iowa. 

White Lead, 
Boiled and Raw Lin­
seed oil. Greases of • 
all kinds. 

Our Stock is Complete 

Garden Tools 

Refrigerators 
E v e r y thing in 

^®li udw ti*e line. 
the 

S Compare prices GROCERIES Its the prices 
with others. Broadway v 

tha* QOUIlt 
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Talk is cheap, but when it comes to selling goods at the 
very lowest prices. We are the people that can do it. All we 
ask is a comparison of quality and prices and we are confident 
that we will sell you the goods. Every article we sell carries 
our guarantee with it, because we buy nothing but first class 
merchandise, and therefore every article we buy is guaranteed 
tous. - , •- ^ 
Prunes, extra quality, per lb 7c 
Tomatoes, extra standard solid pack, per can 10c 
Soap, best laundry, full 12 oz. bars, 8 bars for -5, ,. , . . 
n . -i -i i j. i i o. needing anything in the wrap 
Brooms, 4 sewed and made from good quality corn, each 24c , , ,7 

Others ask 30c for brooms no better. 
Salmon, Now is the time to buy your canned fish, per can 10c 
Peas, good grade, per 2 lb. can 10c 
Peaches, yellow crawfordt per 3 lb. can •••'•» 15 
Tea. Our teas are gaining in popularity every day. Why? 
Because we sell teas that suit the taste and at prices that are 
great money savers. 

•••;/: ${.00, 70, 60, 50, 40 and 30 cents per lb. 
\k?-, 
mm Coffees, our Wizard Coffee is the coffee that "takes the 

cake" when it comes to quality. Being sold' at a price to suit 
every pocket book. Coffees no better than this sell for 35c per 
lb. Try a package, per lb 25c 
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WASHING MACHINES. 
Are your washing days the days you dread? After your 

washing is done are you entirely tired out? We can make this 
day as easy as any other day in the week if you will get one of 
our new P. K. washing machines. These machines are made 
with a high speed heavy balance wheel, so that when the wheel 
gets started it has enough momenton so that a child can very 
easily run a machine full of clothes. 

Call and look over our line of washing machines before you 
buy. Our prices are money savers to you. Anything else you 
need in the laundry necessities will be found in our stocks, /a 

Jackets. 
In order to clean up our 

of Ladies Jackets in all  styles, 

we have cut every garment 

25 per cent.  If you might be 

line by next fall ,  now is the 

time to buy. Call and give 

them a look the next lime you 

are in town. 

Regular $10.00 and $12.00 Jackets, 
now i 

Regular $8.50 and $9.00 Jackets, w 
now. 

Regular $7.00 and $8.00 Jackets, 
now. 
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PERTCCTION 
CEDAR RAPES 

Seed Potatoes. 
Just received a carload of seed potatoes. 1 he .very best 

kinds and the choicest stock. Buy while they iast.  

Hi $ i .00 per bts. 

SHOES—Broadway. 
*  ^ 1  •  
SSi If you need a new pair of shoes and want to get a right up 
to date style and a pair that will  wear, give us a trial.  We 
have nothing but the best grades and guarantee every pair of 

w _* 1"* * i. J. i,  ̂ J, :-S, ' . 

them. |§§ llSilftlilll Slftsli 
" Our prices on Gents'  oxfords are certainly money savers 

Our.line of Ladies'  low cuts is complete. In Children's low 
cuts anil school shoes we are second to none. 

SKK US BEKORE YOU BUY '&0S. 
jfil iStSS 

HARNESS 

Underwear, Hosiery, Neckwear etc. 
Our line of muslin underwear is longer than any we have ever before 

shown. Our prices are the very lowest. 
Corset Covers, trimmed with lace, each 25c 
Skirts beautifully trimmed with val lace or swis.s embroidery. 
Gauze vests, good grade, each l'21c 
Gauze pants, per pair 50 and 25o 
In hose we have the best. All kinds, tan, gray, black and white, in 

lace and embroidery. Our lines of collars, belts and hand bags con­
tains all the very latest ideas and most popular shapes of the .season. 
Our prices on these lines will surprise you. 

Will you need a new driving harness? We carry the larg­
est liye of single and double driving harness in this section 
of the country. Anything you want is found in our stock, and 
our prices are always lower than anybody else on strictly high 
grade hand-sewed harness. Our stock of harness sundries is 
always complete. |  

Bits of all  kinds, Buckles and snaps, '  Sweat Pads, Buggy 
and Cattle whips, Lap Robes, Saddles, Collars, etc. 

SUN BON NETS. 
Wash tubs, Clothes baskets, Scrub brushes 
Mops, Wash boards, Clothes lines, etc., etc. 

If you have none, its time v< 
shapes and colors fro 

iu was <retting one. We have them in all 

12£c up. 

Remember us when you need anything in gasoline stoves. 
Our prices are always the lowest.  Call and look our line over 

2.75 to $28.00. 
Men's Straw and Felt Hats 

Our line is complete. Big, small,  new and every-day 
styles. Be sure and see our line if you want an up-to-date 
hat,  Prices from iocto$3.5o - . -E» 

The prices we sell our Gent's underwear 
and furnishing goods for are money savers 


