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.Men  K n o w  or  lucnan i  uuruun  umi  
n igh t  tha t  l i e  was  a  marked  man .  The  
sec re t  work ings  of  a  sec re t  c lan  had  
h im on  the i r  p rosc r ip t ion  l i s t .  Some 
one  had  a t  l as t  found  th i s  unwear ied  
and  doggedly  pers i s ten t  young  fe l low 
in  (he  way .  In  the  way ,  he  was  a  
menace ,  a  danger .  He  mus t  he  re ­
moved  f rom ou t  the  way .  I !e  cou ld  
no t  he  boughL f rom i t—he  should  be  
warned  f rom i t .  So  now h i s  home—• 
h i s  work  room and  h i s  r es t  room,  the  
f i r s t  by  many  hours  da i ly  the  moje  in  
use ,  wi th  a l l  i t s  fu rn i sh ings  of  bache­
lo r  p la inness  and  u t i l i ty ,  tha t  ye t  had  
he ld  a  cur ious  charm for  some men .  
f r i ends  and  c ron ies  l ike  Langford— 
was  burn ing  tha t  he  migh t  be  warned .  
Could  any  one  say .  " Jesse  Black  has  
done  th i s  th ing?"  Would  l i e  no t  b r ing  
down proof  o f  gu i l t  by  a  re ta l i a t ion  
s t ruck  too  soon?  I t  would  seem as  i f  
he  were  an t ic ipa t ing  an  unfavorab le  
verd ic t .  So  men  reasoned .  And  even  
then  they  d id  no t  a r i se  to  s tamp ou t  
the  ev i l  tha t  had  endured  and  hugged  
i t se l f  and  sp i t  ou t  cor rup t ion  in  the  
ca t t l e  count ry .  Tha t  was  rese rved  fo r  
—another .  

They  ta lked  of  a  match  th rown 
down a t  the  cour t -house  by  a  t ramp!  
l ike l>—when i t  was  pas t  midn igh t ,  
when  the  f i re  b roke  ou t  wi th  the  wind  
a  p ie rc ing  ga le ,  and  when  no  vagran t  
bu t  had  long  s ince  l e f t  such  co ld  com­
for t  and  had  s lep t  these  many  weeks  
in  sunn ie r  c l imes .  Some a rgued  tha t  
the  windows  of  the  cour t - room might  
have  been  le f t  open  and  the  s tove  
b lown down by  the  wind  t ea r ing  
th rough ,  o r  the  s iove  door  migh t  have  
b lown open  and  remains  of  the  f i re  
been  b lown ou t ,  o r  the  p ipe  migh t  
have  fa l l en  down.  Hut  i t  was  a  l i t t l e  
odd  tha t  the  same people  sa id  Dick  
Gordon ' s  o f f i ce  l ike ly  caught  f i re  f rom 
f ly ing  sparks .  Dick ' s  o f f i ce  was  two  
b locks  to  wes tward  of  the  cour t -house  
and  i t  would  have  been  a  brave  spark  
and  a  l ive ly  one  tha t  cou ld  have  made  
headway  aga ins t  tha t  nor thwes te r .  

/  CHAPTER XIX.  
The  Escape .  

The  l i t t l e  county  sea t  awoke  in  the  
morn ing  to  a  s t range  s igh t .  The  
s to rm had  no t  aba ted .  The  wind  was  
s t i l l  b lowing  a t  b l i zza rd  ra te  of f  t he  
nor thwes t  h i l l s ,  and  l ine ,  i cy  snow was  
swi r l ing  so  th ick ly  th rough  the  co ld  
a i r  tha t  v i s ion  was  obs t ruc ted .  Bui ld ­
ing  were  d i s t ingu ishab le  on ly  as  shad­
ows  showing  fa in t ly  th rough  a  heavy  
whi te  ve i l .  The  the rmometer  had  gone  
many  degrees  be low the  ze ro  mark ,  i t  
was  s tead i ly  g rowing  co lder .  The  o ld­
e r  inhab i tan t s  sa id  i t  would  sure ly  
b reak  the  record  the  coming  n igh t .  

An  immense  f i re  had  been  bu i l t  in  
the  s i t t ing- room.  Th i ther  Mary  and  
Ivouise  r epa i red .  Here  they  were  
jo ined  by  Dale ,  Langford  and  Gordon .  

"You  should  be  ou t  a t  the  ranch  
look ing  a f te r  your  poor  ca t t l e .  S i r .  
l . angford , "  sa id  Mary ,  smi l ing ly .  She  
cou ld  be  l igh t -hear ted  now—since  a  l i t ­
t l e  sec re t  had  been  whispered  to  her  
l a s t  n igh t  a t  a  tea  par ty  where  no  
t ea  had  been  d runk .  Langford  had  
grav i ta ted  toward  her  a s  na tu ra l ly  
a s  s tee l  to  a  magne t .  He  shrugged  h i s  
b ig  shou lders  a i jd  l aughed  a  l i t t l e .  

"The  Scr ibe  wi l l  do  every th ing  tha t  
can  be  done .  'Hones t ,  now,  d id  you  
th ink  th i s  t r i a l  cou ld  be  pu l led  of f  
wi thou t  me?"  

"But  the re  can  be  no  t r i a l  to -day ."  
"Why no t?"  

-  "Did  I  d ream the  cour t -house  burned  
l as t  n igh t?"  

" I f  you  d id ,  we  a re  a l l  d reamers  
a l ike . "  
• "Then  how can  you  ho ld  cour t?"  
,  "We have  gone  back  to  the  t ime  
when  church  and  s ta te  were  one  ami  
inseparab le ,  and  cour t  convenes  a t  10  
o ' c lock  sharp  in  the  mee t ing-house , "  
he  sa id .  

l ion i se  was  look ing  whi te  and  mis ­
e rab le .  

"You  a re  no t  con templa t ing  runn ing  
away ,  a re  you?"  asked  Gordon .  _ . "This  
i s  unusua l  wea ther—rea l ly . "  '  

She  looked  a t  h im wi th  a '  p i t i fu l  
smi le .  

"1  shou ld  l ike  to  be  s t rong  and  
b rave  and  endur ing  and  capab le—like  
Mary .  You  don ' t  be l i eve  i t .  do  you?  
I t ' s  U 'ue ,  though .  But  1  can ' t .  I 'm  
weak  and  homes ick  and  co ld .  1  ought  
no t  to  have  come.  I  am not  the  k ind .  
You  sa id  i t .  you  know.  1  am going  
home jus t  a s  soon  as  th i s  cour t  i s  
ovur .  1  mean  i t . "  

There  was  no  mis tak ing  tha t .  Gor ­
don  I K ve i l  h i s  head .  His  l ace  was  
whi te .  I t  had  come sooner  than  ho  
had  thought .  

Al )  Gie  records  of  the  work  ves te r -
" i l ay  had  been  burned .  There  was  no th­
ing  to  do  bu t  beg in  a t  the  beg inn ing  
aga in .  I t .  was  d i scourag ing ,  un in te r ­
es t ing .  But  i t  had  to  be  done .  Da le  
re fused  pos i t ive ly  to  ad journ .  The  
ju rymen were  a l l  he re .  So  the  l i t t l e  
t r ame  church  was  barga ined  fo r .  I f  
t he  f i re -bugs  had  thought  to  pos tpone  
even ts—to  ga in  t ime—by las t  n igh t  s  
work ,  they  would  f ind  themse lves  verv  
g rea t ly  mis taken .  The  church  was  
long  and  nar row l ike  a  count ry  school -
house ,  and  ra ther  roomy cons ider ing  
the  s ize  of  the  town.  I t  had  prec i se  
windows—also  l ike  a  count ry  school -
house—four  o i l  t he  wes t  s ide ,  th rough  
which  t i i e  f ine  snow was  dr i f t ing ,  four  
oppos i te .  The  s to rm kep t  few a t  
home wi th  the  excep t ion  of  the  people  
from across  the  l ive r . .  There  were  
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enough  s tay ing  in  the  town to  f i l l  t he  
room to  i t s  u tmos t  l imi t s .  S tand ing  
room was  a t  a  premium.  The  en t ry  
was  c rowded .  Men  no t  ab le  to  ge t  in  
p loughed  back  th rough  the  cu t t ing  
wind  and  snow on ly  to  re tu rn  presen t ­
ly  to  see .  i f  t he  s i tua t ion  had  changed  
any  dur ing  the i r  b r ie f  absence .  So  
«11  the  work  of  yes te rday  was  gone  
over  aga in .  

So  c lose  was  the  pack  of  peop le  tha t  
: l i e  f i re  roa r ing  in  the  b ig  s tove  in  the  
midd le  of  the  room was  a l lowed  to  
s ink  in  smoulder ing  qu ie t .  The  heavy  
a i r  had  been  unbearab le  e l se .  The  
snow tha t  had  been  brought  in -  on  
t ramping  fee t  l ay  in  l i t t l e  mel ted  
poo ls  on  the  rough  f loor ing .  Men  for ­
go t  to  ea t  peanu ts  and  women forgo t  
to  chew the i r  gum—except  one  o r  two  
ex t remely  nervous  ones  whose  j aws  
moved  the  fas te r  under  the  s t imulus  
of  hys te r ia .  Jesse  Black  was  te l l ing  
h i s  s to ry .  

"Along  toward  the  1s t  o f  l a s t  Ju ly ,  
1  took  a  h ike  ou t  in to  the  Ind ian  coun­
t ry  to  buy  a  few head  o '  ca t t l e .  1  
t r ade  cons iderab le  wi th  the  ha l f -
b reeds  a round  Crow creek  and  Lower  
Bru le .  They ' re  a lways  fo r  se l l in '  and  
i f  i t  comes  to  a  show-down never  hag­
g le  much  about  the  luc re—it  a l l  goes  
fo r  snake- ju ice  anyway .  Wel l ,  I  l anded  
a t  John  Yel low Wolf ' s  shan ty  a long  
about  noon  and  found  the re  was  o th ­
e r s  ahead  of  me .  Yel low Wolf  a lways  
was  a  popula r  cuss .  There  was  Char ­
l i e  Nigh  th i rd ,  Pe te  Monroe ,  Jesse  Big  
Cloud  and  two  or  th ree  o thers  whose  
mugs  I  d id  no t  happen  to  be  on to .  
Af te r  our  feed ,  we  a l l  s t ro l l ed  ou t  to  
the  cor ra l .  Ye l low Wolf  sa id  he  had  
bought  a  l ike ly  l i t t l e  bunch  f rom some 
Engl i sh  fe l l e r  who  was  sk ipp ing  the  
count ry—starved  ou t  and  homes ick— 
and  hadn ' t  pu t  ' em on  the  range  ye t .  
l i e  sa id  J  R was  the  Engl i sh  fe l l e r ' s  
b rand .  1  d idn ' t  susp ic ion  no  under ­
hand  dea l in ' s .  Ye l low Wolf ' s  a lways  
t rea ted  me  whi te  before ,  so  1  ba r ­
ga ined  fo r  th i s  he re  chap  and  th ree  o r  
four  o thers  and  then  pu l led  ou t  fo r  
home dr iv ing  the  bunch .  They  fed  a t  
home for  a  spe l l  and  then  I  dec ided  to  
pu t  ' em on  the  range .  On  the  way  1  
fe l l  in  wi th  Bi l ly  Brown here ,  l i e  
was  dead  se t  on  hav in '  the  lo t  to  f i l l  i n  
the  ch inks  of  the  two  ca r  loads  he  was  
sh ipp in ' ,  so  I  up  and  le t s  h im have  
' em.  I  showed  h im th i s  he re  b i l l -o ' -
sa le  f rom Yel low Wolf  and  made  h im 
ou t  one  f rom me,  and  tha t  was  a l l  
the re  was  to  i t .  He  rode  to  Velpen  
and  I  tu rned  on  my t ra i l . "  

I t  was  a  s t ra igh t  s to ry ,  and  appar ­
en t ly  damaging  fo r  the  prosecu t ion ,  i t  
cor robora ted  the  a t t es ta t ions  of  o ther  
wi tnesses—many o thers ,  i t  had  a  
p laus ib le  r ing  to  i t .  Two b i l l s  o f  sa le  
rad ia ted  a tmospher ic  l ega l i ty .  I f  t he re  
had  been  d i r ty  work  i t  mus t  have  or ig -
in ted  wi th  tha t  renegade  ha l f -b reed ,  
Ye l low Wolf .  And  Yel low Wolf  was  
dead .  He  had  d ied  whi le  se rv ing  a  
te rm in  the  pen i ten t ia ry  fo r  ca t t l e  
rus t l ing .  I ' nc le  Sam h imse l f  had  se t  
the  sea l  upon  h im—and now he  was  
dead .  Th is  ins inua ted  charge  he  
cou ld  no t  answer .  The  f ina l i ty  o f  i t  
seemed  to  se t  i t s  r t amp upon  the  peo­
p le  ga thered  the re—upon the  12  good  
men  and  t rue ,  a s  wel l  a s  upon  o thers .  
Ye l low Wolf  was  dead .  George  Wi l -
l i s ton  was  dead .  The i r  sec re t s  had  
d ied  wi th  them.  An insc ru tab le  fa te  
had  lowered  the  ve i l .  Who cou ld  
p ie rce  i t ?  One  migh t  be l i eve ,  bu t  who  
cou ld  know? And the  l aw requ i red  
knowledge .  

"We wi l l  ca l l  Char l i e  Nigh tb i rd , "  
sa id  Smal l ,  complacen t ly .  

There  was  a  l i t t l e  wa i t ing  s i l ence— 
a  brea th less ,  pa lp i t a t ing  s i l ence .  

" I s  Char l i e  Nigh tb i rd  p resen t?"  
asked  Smal l ,  cas t ing  ra ther  anx ious  
eyes  over  the  pae j ;ed ,  in ten t  faces .  
Char l i e  Nigh tb i rd  was  no t  p resen t .  At  
l eas t  he  made  no  s ign  of  coming  for -
ward .  The  face  of  the  young  counse l  
fo r  the  s t a te  was  immobi le  dur ing  the  
br ie f  t ime  they  wai ted  fo r  Char l i e  
Nigh tb i rd—whose  dark ,  f rozen  face  
a t  tha t  moment  tu rned  toward  the  
co ld ,  spark l ing  sky .  and  who  would  
never  come,  no t  i f  t hey  wai ted  fo r  
h im t i l l  t he  las t ,  d read  t rump of  the  
la^ t  d read  day .  

There  was  some mis take .  Counse l  
had  been  mis in formed .  Nigh tb i rd  
was  an  impor tan t  wi tness .  He  had  
been  repor ted  p resen t .  Never  mind .  
He  was  probab ly  unavoidab ly  de ta ined  
by  the  s to rm.  They  would  ca l l  Jesse  
Big  Cloud  and  o thers  to  cor robora te  
the  de lendan t  s  s ta tements  — which  
they  d id .  and  the  s to rv  was  sus ta ined  
in  a l l  i t s  pa r t s ,  ma jor  and  minor .  Then  
the  de tense  res ted .  

Kichard  Gordon  a rose  f rom h i s  
cha i r .  His  l ace  was  whi te .  His  l ean  
l aws  ve ie  se t .  His  eyes  were  s tee l ,  
l i e  was  any th ing  bu t  a  lover  now,  th i s  
man  Gordon .  Vet  the  s l im l i t t l e  cour t  
r epor te r  wi th  da rk  c i rc les  o f  home­
s ickness  under  he r  eves  had  never  
loved  h tm ha l l  so  wel l  a s  a t  th i s  mo­
ment .  His  vo ice  was  c lea r  and  de­
l ibe ra te .  

'  Your  honor .  I  a sk  permiss ion  of  
the  cour t  to  ca l l  a  wi tness  in  d i rec t  
t e» t imon>.  I  a s sure  your  honor  tha t  
the  s ta te  had  used  a l l  e f fo r t s  in  I t s  
power  to  ob ta in  the  p resence  of  th i s  
wi tness  before  res t ing  i t s  case ,  bu t  
had  ta i l ed  and  be l ieved  a t  the  t ime  
tha t  he  cou ld  r .o t  be  p roduced-  The  
wi tness  i s  now here  and  I -cons ider  
IIJS testin«£)nv of Tlie utmost iniDor-

t ance  in  th i s  case . "  

Counse l  fo r  the  defendan t  ob jec ted  
s t renuous ly ,  bu t  the  cour t  g ran ted  the  
pe t i t ion .  He  wanted  to  hear  every­
th ing  tha t  migh t  th row some l igh t  on  
the  dark  p laces  in  the  ev idence .  

" I  ca l l  Mr .  George  Wi i ! i s ton , "  sa id  
Gordon .  

Had  the  s t ra in  c razed  h im?  Louise  
covered  he r  eyes  wi th  he r  hands .  
Men  sa t  i s  i f  dazed .  And  thus ,  the  
cynosure  of  a l l  eyes—stupef ied  eyes— 
Wil l i s ton  of  the  ravaged  l . azv  S .  th in  i 
and  worn  bu t  ca lm,  na tu ra l  and  scho l ­
a r ly - look ing  as  of  o ld—walked  f rom 
the  l i t t l e  a i i t e - roon^  a t  the  s ide  in to  i  
t he  l igh t  and  knowledge  of  men  once  !  
more  and  ra i sed  h i s .  hand  fo r  the  oa th ,  i 
No t  un t i l  th i s  was  t aken  and  he  had  

Ea t  qu ie t ly  down in  the  wi tness  cha i r  
d id  the  t ens ion  snap .  Even  then  men  
found  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  focus  the i r  a t t en­
t ion  on  t i l e  enormous  d i f fe rence  th i s  
new wi tness  mus t  make  in  the  case  
tha t  a  few moments  before  seemed  
se t t l ed .  

Mary  sa t  wi th  sh in ing  eyes  in  the  
f ron t  row of  wroder i  cha i r s .  I t  was  
no  wonder  she  had  laughed  and  been  j 
so  gay  a l l  the ,  d rea ry  yes te rday  and  j 
a l l  the  wois /e  to -day .  Louise  sho t  he r  j 
a  look  of  pure  g ladness .  

Smal l ' s  f ace  was  lud ic rous  in  i t s  
d rop- jawed  as ton i shment .  The  l i t t l e  
l awyer ' s  f ace  was  a  s tudy .  A look  of  
de f iance  had  c rep t  in to  the  defend­
an t ' s  countenance .  

The  pre l iminary  ques t ions  were  
asked  and  answered .  

"Mr .  Wi l l i s ton ,  you  may  s ta te  where  
you  were  and  wha t  you  saw on  the  
14 th  day  of  Ju ly  l as t . "  

Wi l l i s ton ,  the  unfor tuna te  gen t le ­
man  and  scho la r ,  the  vanquished  cow­
man,  fo r  a  br ie f  whi le  the  mos t  im­
por tan t  man  in  the  county ,  pe rhaps ,  
was  about  to  uncover  to  men ' s  under ­
s tand ing  the  dark  secre t ,  h i the r to  ob­
scured  by  a  c loud  of  suppos i t ion  and  
hearsay .  He  to ld  the  s to ry  of  h i s  
v i s i t  to  the  i s l and ,  and  he  to ld  i t  we l l .  

ing on tne attorneys' tame ana oranK 
a little of it nervously. 

" I  move ,"  sa id  the  l i t t l e  l awyer ,  
" tha t  a l l  th i s  touch ing  upon  the  per ­
sona l  mat te r  o f  th i s  wi tness  and  hav­
ing  to  do  wi th  h i s  p r iva te  quar re l s  be  
s t r i cken  ou t  o f  the  ev idence  as  no t  
bear ing  on  the  case  in  ques t ion . "  

Al l  in  va in .  The  judge  ru led  tha t  i t .  
d id  bear  on  the  case ,  and  Wi l l i s ton  
p icked  up  the  th read  of  h i s  s to ry .  

"We rode  and  rode  hard—it  mus t  
have  been  hours :  day l igh t  was  coming  
before  we  s topped .  Our  horses  were  
spen t .  I  had  no  idea  where  we  were .  
F rom the  fo rmat ion  of  the  l and .  I  
j udged  we  were  no t  fa r  f rom the  r ive r .  
We were  sur rounded  by  b luf f s .  I  c an  
hard ly  make  you  see  how c lea r ly  th i s  
l i t t l e  r e t rea t  had  been  p!  p lanned  I t  
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Williston of the Ravaged  Lazy S. 

I t  was  enough .  Gordon  asked  no  fu r th ­
e r  ques t ions  regard ing  tha t  even t .  

"And  now,  Mr .  Wi l l i s ton ,  von  may  
te l l  wha t  happened  to  you  on  the  
n igh t  o f  the  30 th  of  l a s t  Augus t  

Wi l l i s ton  began  to  te l l  the  s to ry  of  
the  n igh t  a t t ack  upon  the  Lazy  S ,  
w h e n  t h e  g a l v a n i c  S m a l l  j u m p e d  1 0  

his  fee t .  The  l i t t l e  l awyer  touched  
h im wi th  a  l igh t  hand .  

"Your  honor , "  he  sa id ,  smooth ly ,  "1  
ob jec t  to  tha t  a s  incompeten t ,  i r re le ­
van t  and  immater ia l ,  and  no t  b ind ing  
on  the  defendan t . "  

"Your  honor , "  in te r rup ted  Gordon ,  
wi th  g rea t  ca lmness ,  "we  in tend  io  
show you  before  we  ge t  th rough  t i i a t  
th i s  t e s t imony  i s  competen t ,  and  tha t  
i t  i s  b ind ing  upon  the  defendan t . "  

"Was  the  defendan t  tho ie '  
"The  defendan t  was  tho ie  
The  ob jec t ion  was  ovemt l  d  <. f  
So  Wi l l i s ton  to ld  b r ie t iv  bu t  to  the  

po in t  the  s to ry  of  the  n igh t  a t t ack  
upon  h i s  h i s  home,  of  the  defence  by  
h imse l f  and  daughte r ,  and  of  the  
burn ing  of  h i s  house  and  sheds .  Then  
he  proceeded :  

"Suddenly ,  some one  caught  me  
f rom beh ind ,  mv a rms  were  p in ioned  
to  my s ides ,  someth ing  was  c lapped  
over  my mouth .  1 was  f lung  over  a  
horse  and  s t rapped  to  the  sadd le  a l l  
in  l e ss  t ime  tha t  i t  t akes  to  t e l !  i t ,  
and  was  borne  away  in  company  wi th  
the  man  who had  overpowered  me ."  

He  paused  a  moment  in  h i s  rec i t a l .  
Faces  s t ra ined  wi th '  expec tancy  de­
voured  h im—his  every  look  and  word  
and  ac t ion .  Mary  vv; f s  ve ry  pa le ,  ca r ­
r i ed  thus  back  to  the  d read  rea l i t i e s  
o f  tha t  n igh t  in  Augus t ,  and  shud­
dered .  r emember ing  tha t  ghas t ly  ga l ­
lop ing .  Langford  cou ld  sca rce  re ­
s t ra in  h imse l f .  He  wanted  to  r ip  ou t  
a  b lood-curd l ing  S ioux  war -whoop  on  
the .  spo t .  

"Who was  th i s  man .  Mr .  Wi l l i s ton . "  
asked Gordon * . 1 - j 

.  " Jesse  l lhu  k  '  1  ' ' ' ^  '  
Smal l  was  on  h i s  fne i  s i ' v i i ' i .  i« ' ' i -

1  l a tmg wi ld lv .  |  
|  I ob jec t !  P lus  i s  a l l  a  fabr ica t ion .  |  
|  put  in  he re  to  p re jud ice  Hi"  minds  of  |  

the  ju ry  aga ins t  th i s  de lendan t .  i t  i s  I 
a  pack  o t  l i e s ,  and  1 move  tha t  r  !>. •  j  
s t r i cken  I rom the  record  "  ;  j  

The  l i t t l e  l aw\e i  bovved  h i s  h^ad  to  |  
the storm and shrugged up hU shoul­
ders .  Berhaps  ho  wished  tha t  he  n r  
Ins  assoc ia tes—one  or  the  un l io lv  a l - j  
l i ance  a t  l eas t—was  where  the  wick-d  !  
cease  f rom t roub l ing ,  on  the  f . i r  awav  i 
i s l ands  o r  the  deep  seas,  possialv or  
home on  the  l a rm.  But  h i s  oxpres - i i ' i t i  
t o ld  no th ing .  

"Gent lemen!  gen t lemen!"  expos tu-  j 
l a t ed  Judge  Dale .  "Gent lemen '  I  i a -
s i s l .  Th i s  i s  a l l  ou t  o f  o rder . "  Oul r  !  
one  gen t leman  was  ou t  o f  o rd*r .  bu t  '  
t ha t  was  the  judge ' s  wav .  Gordon  had  I  
r emained  provoking ly  cno l  u iu l» i -  r ' i  
t i r ade .  J 

Aga in  the  sof t  touch .  Smal l  Ml  
in to  h i s  cha i r .  He  poured  h im 'e l f  <  
vIurk of  waie j -  f rom the  n i t cher  suud-

was  in  a  va l l ey—one  of  a  i i ' .m ! rcd  
s imi la r  in  a l l  e s sen t ia l  re r :pe ( t s .  The  
gu lch  a t  the  bo t tom of  the  va l ley  was  
heav i ly  wooded  wi th  sc rub- f -ak .  co i -
tonwood .  woodbine  and  p lum t rees ,  
an i  th i s  t ang le  of  fo l i age  ex tended  fo r  
some d i s tance  up  the  s ides  of  the  
h i l l s .  In  the  mids t ,  o f  th i s  under ­
brush—a mos t  exce l len t  se r f  en—was  
a  t iny  cab in .  In  th i s  t iny  cab in  I  
have  l ived ,  a  c lose ly  watched  pr i soner ,  
f rom tha t  day  un t i l  I  e scaped ."  

The  defendan t  s t i r red  a  l i t t l e  uneas ­
i ly .  Was  he  th ink ing  of  Nigh tb i rd  
wi th  the  dark ,  f rozen  face—who had  
no t  answered  to  h i s  ca l l ?  

"Black  le f t  me  soon  a f te r .  He  d id  
no t  unb ind  me ,  ra ther  bound  me  the  
t igh te r .  There  was  no  one  then  to  
watch  me .  He  de igned  to  in form n ie  
tha t  he  had  found  i t  r a the r  inconven­
ien t  to  k i l l  me  a f te r  the  re l i e f  pa r ty  
rode  up .  a s  then  the re  was  no  abso­
lu te  su re ty  of  h i s  making  a  c lean  ge t ­
away ,  and  be ing  caught  in  the  ac t  
would  be  bound  to  be  unp leasan t . ,  ve ry  
unp leasan t  jus t  then ,  so  he  had  a l t e r ­
ed  h i s  p lans  a  l i t t l e—for  the  p resen t .  
He  gave  me  no  h in t  e i the r ,  tha t  t ime ,  
nor  e i the r  o f  the  two  t imes  I  saw h in i  
subsequen t ly ,  a s  to  wha t  was  to  be  h i s  
u l t imate  d i sposa l  o f  me .  1  cou ld  on ly  
suppose  tha t  a f t e r  th i s  t r i a l  was  wel l  
over  in  h i s  favor ,  and  fea r  o f  ind ic t ­
ment  fo r  a r son  and  murder  had  b lown 
over—if  b low over  i t  d id—he would  
then  qu ie t ly  pu t  an  end  to  me .  Dead  
men  te l l  no  ta les .  The  shan ty  i i i  t he  
gu lch  d id  no t  seem to  be  much  of  a  
rendezvous  fo r  sec re t  mee t ings .  1  l ed  
a  lone ly  ex i s tence .  My ja i l e r s  were  
mos t ly  ha l f -b reeds—usua l ly  Char l i e  
Nigh tb i rd .  Two or  th ree  t imes  Jake  
Sanderson  was  my guard . "  

Then  f rom the  doorway  came a  
loud ,  c lea r ,  r esonan t  vo ice ,  a  joyfu l  
vo ice ,  a  vo ice  whose  tones  fa i r ly  oozed  
rap ture .  

"Hel l i tv  damn!  The  Three ,  Bars  ' s  
ge t t in '  busy .  Mouse-ha i r ! "  

Judge  Dale  s t a r t ed .  He  g la red  
angr i ly  in  tha t  d i rec t ion .  

"Remove  tha t  man!"  l i e  o rdered ,  
cur t ly .  He  l iked  J im,  bu t  he  cou ld  
no t  b rook  th i s  c ry ing  con tempt  of  
cour t .  J im was  removed .  He  went  
qu ie t ly ,  bu t  shak ing  h i s  head  reproach­
fu l ly .  

" I  never  would  ' a '  thought  i t  o '  the  
jedge , "  he  murmured ,  d i sconso la te ly .  
" I  never  would  ' a '  thought  i t . "  

There  was  a  movement  in  the  back  
of  the  room.  A man  was  making  h i s  
way  ou t ,  s l ipp ing  a long ,  ca t - l ike ,  t ry ­
ing  to  evade  a t t en t ion .  Quie t ly  Gor ­
don  mot ioned  to  the  sher i f f  and  
s l ipped  a  paper  in to  h i s  hand .  

"Look  sharp , "  he  whispered ,  h i s  
s t eady  eyes  on  the  sh i f ty  ones  of  the  
sher i f f ,  " i f  you  le t  h im ge t  away ,  jus t  
r emember  the  handwr i t ing  on  the  
wal l .  I t ' s  our  tu rn  now."  

Presen t ly  the re  was  a  s l igh t  scuf f le  
by  the  door  aud  two  men  qu ie t ly  l e f t  
t he  improv ised  cour t - room.  

"Day  before  yes te rday ,  in  the  a f te r ­
noon ."  con t inued  Wi l l i s ton ,  " I  man­
aged  to  knock  Nigh tb i rd  down a t  the  
th resho ld  a s  he  was  about  to  en te r .  1  
had  sec re t ly  worked  a  c ross -beam 
f rom the  low.  unf in i shed  ce i l ing .  There  
was  no th ing  e l se  in  the  room I migh t  
use  fo r  a  weapon .  They  were  very  
ca re fu l .  1  th ink  I  k i l l ed  h im,  your  
honor  and  gen t lemen  of  the  ju ry .  1  
am not  so r ry .  There  was  no  o ther  
way .  But  I  would  ra ther  i t  had  been  
the  maker ,  no t  the  too l .  By  the  t ime  
I  had  made  my way  back  to  the  Lazy  
S  1  was  too  exhaus ted  to  go  fu r ther :  
so  I  c rawled  over  to  my ne ighbors ,  
t l f e  Whi tes ,  and  Mother  Whi te  made  
me  a  shake-down.  I  l ay  the re ,  near ly  
dead ,  un t i l  th i s  morn ing ."  

He  leaned  back  wear i ly .  

B lack  s tood  up .  He  was  no t  l ank  
nor  l azy  now,  nor  shuf l l ing .  His  body  
was  d rawn to  i t s  fu l l  he igh t .  In  the  
ins tan t  be fore  the  spr ing ,  Mary ,  who  
was  s i t t ing  (dose  to  the  a t to rneys '  
t ab le ,  met  h i s  g lance  square ly .  She  
read  the re  wha t  he  was  about  to  do .  
Only  a  moment  the i r  eyes  he ld  each  
o ther ' s  bu t  i t  was  t ime  enough  for  a  
swi f t  message  of  unders tand ing ,  o f  
u t t e r  d i s l ike ,  and  of  a  de te rmined  wi l l  
t o  de fea t  the  man ' s  purpose ,  to  pass  
f rom the  accus ing  bfown eyes  to  the  
c rue l  ones  of  the  defendan t .  

Quick  as  a  Hash  Black  se ized  the  
cha i r  upon  which  he  had  been  s i t t ing ,  
sp rang  c lea r  o t  the  t ab le  and  h i s  l aw-
> e ra ,  and  landed  c lose  to  Marv ' s  s ide  
Wi th  h i s  ( -ban  a s  a  weapon ,  he  meant  
t o  f o r c e  h i s  w a v  t o  t h e  n e a t e s t  w i n ­

dow.  Mary ' s  d i l a ted .  I  uhes i t a t ing ly  
she  se ized  the  ha! ! -empi led  g lass  on  
the  t ab le  and  dashed  the  con ten t s  lu l l  
in to  the  p r i soners  l ace .  Bl inded ,  he  
ha l t ed  a  moment  m h i s  mad  rush  
Mary  s  qu ick  maneuver  made  Lang­
ford  s  oppor tun i ty .  He  grapp led  wi th  
Black .  The  c rowd went  mad  wi th  ex-
ritpnipfii 

(To  be  con t inued)  

Do you have backache occasional­
ly, or "stitches" in the side, and 
some.tjmes do you feel all tired out. 
without ambition and without energy? 
If so. your kidneys are out of order. 
Take DeWeitt's Kidney and Bladder 
Pills. They promptly relieve back­
ache. weak back* inflammation of the 
ladder and weak kidneys. Sold by 
I.amborn Drug. Co. 

a hot griddle cake 
on a cold morning with 

CORN SYRUP 
The health-g iv ing  essence of 

golden corn. Tastes good 
does f?ood. 

In air-tight tins, 10c., 25c., 50c 

CORN PRODUCTS 
MANUFACTURING CO 

W. A. McHenry, Pres. Sears McHenry, Cash. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

Denison, Iowa. 

Capital and Su! plus, $125,000 Deposits, $518,675.16 Loans. I534.7bl.34 

If your patronage and influence have, in. any degree, contributed to 
the success of our business, we thank you for*it. If as yet vou are not 
a customer, let this be your invitation to become one. We will en­
deavor to make it bwth agreeable and profitable for you«to dojbusiness 
at our Bank. Personal interviews are desired. 

Money to Loan on Long or Short Time. 

m. 

one 

PUBLIC SALE. ; 

The undersigned will sell at public 
sale on the John Gorman farm. 5 and 
one half miles southwest of Denison. 
3 miles north of Buck Grove and 4 
miles east of Arion, on 

TUESDAY JAN. 21. litOS : 

Commencing at 10 o'clock a. 
the following described property: 

7 head of horses, consisting of 
span of bay mares. 7 and S years old. 
weight 2200, 1 gray mare, (5 years old. 
weigh 1100, 1 iron gray mare, 4 years 
old, weight 1100, gray gelding 14 
years old. weight 14C0. 2 colts, one 
black mare, coming 2 yca-s old and 
the other an iron gray coming 2 years 
old, 40 head of cattle consisting of 7 
milch cows 1 fresh and (i coming fresh 
soon. 1G steers, coming 2 years old, 
6 heifers coming two-years old, 9 
spring and summer calves, consisting 
of 3 heifeis and <> steers, 2 bulls, 1 
coming three years old.and the other 
a registered Shorthorn coming 1 year 
old, 30 head of brood sows, consisting 
of 15 old sows bred to an old boar and 
15 young sows, bred to a young boar, 
1 old and 1 young boar. 

Machinery—hograck and wagon. 1 
new wagon box. 2 tongueless cultiva­
tors. three-section drag, 16-inch walk­
ing plow, li sets work harness. Em­
pire cream separator. No. 2. 5 tons 
of prairie hay, 3000 bushels corn and 
other articles. Free luneh at noon. 

Te^ms- -All sums of $10.00 and un­
der, cash; on all sums over $10.00 a 
credit of one year's time will be 
given on good secured notes bearing 
3 per cent interest. 

HOWARD BIGGS. 
McAhren & Smith Auctioneer. 

Sears McHenry. Clerk. 2-2t. 

HAY BY CAR LOAD. 
200 tons of good prairie hay for j 

sale. Will deliver at Denison for' 
S9.59 per ton Frank Kuester. Vir ' 
gil. S. D. 51-tf 

PUBLIC SALE. 

The undersigned will offer for sale 
at the old county poor farm, in Den­
ison township, 1 mile east of Arion 5. 
miles southwest of Denison. on 

FRIDAY, JAN. 17. 
Commencing at one o'clock sharp, 

the following property 7 head of 
horses. Consisting of 1 black mare 
coming 6 years old weight 1300: one 
bay mare coming 12 years weight. 
1300: one gray mare coming 11 years 
weight 1200; one bay mare coming 7 
years, weight 1400; one bay gelding 
coming 2 years weight, 1000 and one 
colt 8 months old. 

38 head of cattle. Consisting of 7 
milch cows which will be fresh in the 
spring; 24 steer coming two years old 
in the spring, weight about 800 pirtmds 
2 two-year-old heiters with calf: 4 
calves. 2 heifer and 2 steers; 1 regis­
tered bull, weight about 1500. 

About 50 head of good, thrfty brood 
sows and shoats. 

Machinery and Grain—McCormick 
bindeir, U. S. planter. 3-section drag. 
2 Avery tongue cultivators, good as; 
new.- Canton riding lister, top buggy, 
road cart, McCormick mower, hay 
rake. 2 hay racks., 2 wagons, 2 walk­
ing stirring plows, seeder 14. and' 
16=-inch riding stirring plows, pulver­
izer. 180-egg Iowa Incubator, bob. 
sled. 2 sets harness, hand corn shell-
er. 2000 bushels good corn and some 
choice seed corn. 

Free Lunch at Noon. ! 

Terms of Sale---All sums of $10.00 
and under cash; on all sums over that 
amount a credit of one year's time 
will be given on good secured notes 
bearing S per cent interest. 

F. B. MICHELS. 
McAhren & Smith Auctioneers. 
Chas. Horn Clerk. - 2-2t 

PUBLIC SALE. 

The undersigned will sell at Public 
Auction on his place Section a. Good­
rich township. 1 mile north of the 
canter school house, on 

THURSDAY, JAN. 23 |§fl 
Commencing at 10 o'clock aT"m. 

the following described property: 
3 mules, one coming 4 years old. and 
2 coming 5 years old. 3 horses, one 
team coming 7 and S years old. 1 
horse coming 12 years old. 24 head of 
cattle, consisting of 9 milch cows; 
1 heifers 2 years old; -1 steers 2 years 
old; 4 steer calves and 2 heifer calves; 
1 high grade Shorthorn Bull coming 
2 years old; 23 head of hogs, among 
them 7 with pigs and 7 brood sows, 
the balance barrows; 12 dozen chick­
ens; M-Cormick self binder; McCor­
mick mower; McCormick hav rake; 2 
cornplanters with Si rod wire; stub­
ble plsw ; sulkv plow; 2 tongueless 
cultivators: pulverizer; seeder; one 
3-section harrow: 3 wagons: one two 
seated spring buggy ; hograck ; 2 hay­
racks; bob sled: 3 get double work 
harness, 1 brand new buggy harness, 
2 set fly nets; one 2-hob; cornsheller 
with 4 horse bower feed grinder; 
about 1200 bushels corn in cnb; about 
20 tons timothy hay and about 
bushels of oats and a number 
smaller arctiles. 

Terms: Sums of $10 and under 
cash; on sums over $10 one vear's 
time will be given on good security 
bearing 8 per cent interest. 

Free Lunch at Noon. 
CHARLEY RETMAN. 

McAhren & Smith, Auctioneers. 
Sears McHenry, Clerk. 2-2t 

PUBLIC SALE. 

The undersigned will sell at public 
auction at his place 3* miles north­
west of Denison. known as the old 
Bahr SO. on 

? MONDAY. JANUARY 20. 
commencing at one o'clock sharp, the 
following described property 

5 head of horses, consisting of one 
black mare 11 years old, weight 1600; 
bay mare 12 years old weight 1500; 
one roan mare, one sorrel and one 
bay mare. 

13 head of cattle 6 milch cows, 
3 heifers coming 2 years old. one bull 
2 years old. 3 calves. 

60 head of hogs. Four brood sows, 
two Duroc Jersey Boars. 54 shoats. 

Farm Machinery—Corn planter with 
80 rods of wire; mower: hay rake, 1 
riding and two walking cultivators, 
two 10-inch stubble plows. 1 John 
Deere disc, 2 harrows, two larni 
wagons. 2 spring wagons, 2 buggies, 
2 hay racks. Iowa cream separator, 
and manv trinkets. , . < 

Free lunch at noon. $ 
Come early and avoid the rush, s*'* 
Terms; Sums of $10 and under 

cash: on sums over $10 one year's 
time will be given on good security 
bearing 8 per cent interest. mi* 

S F. JF\ ̂  
J. W. Smith, Auct. 

150 
of 

How' s  This.' 
We otU-i On > tlundi uil Dollars Ituwnnl r«,r anv 

cum* ut Catarrh that i-aiiiim l>e oiired by H. ll's 
Catarrh Cum. 

... , F. .1. CUKNNF.Y ^ CO.. Toli'dn, O 
v> e, the uimeisi^ne<i. have known I-\ J. ( nennv 

for ihei lasl tittecn yeai-.s. ais<] believes hun )iei-
fectly honorable in all business transactors and 
financially able to cm rv on anv obligations made 
by his linn. 

WALD1NG. KINN'AN & MARVIN. 
tt ^ , Wholesale Drumfists, Toledo. O: 
Hall b Catan h Cure is taked internally, acting 

directly upon the blood and mucous surfaces of 
the system. Testimonials sent free. Price 7i» 
cents. So'd bv all druggist*. ^ r 

lake Hall s Family Pills for constipation. : '" i 


