low, and Darrall between them as they
A poor precaution. If he had desired his liberty
he might easily have secured it; so heavy was
their sleep from the faticue of travel, that they
were soon oblivious to all mundane things.

The gravity of the charge against him, wus
suflicient to keep Wallace wakeful during the
arly hours, and though the handkerchief, with
the infinitesimal drop of blood upon it actually
had ne bearing whatever upon it, he realized
that in the inflamed state of public opinion it
might serve as an important circumstance linked
with whatever proofs they might succeed in
bringinz against him—of political antagonism.
Since it was the only tangible evidence which
could be presented before the jury as a clue to
the mystery of Steale's death, connecting him
with it, it might serve to hold him for trial and
detain him from Marguerite's side.

slept

After thinking the matter over carefully, he
decided in his own mind—since it had no real
bearing on the case—that for his own preser-
vation there woenld be nothing wrong in poss-
essing himself of this supposed elne in order to
prevent its being brought into court.

It was a hazardous undertaking, yet succes
ful, so deep was the slumber of the officers

Rising cautiously from the bed he quietly secured

this bit of evidence and throwing it upon ths
glowing coals watched it burn to ashes; then
returning to his bed, he was himself soon lost

in the deep sleep of exhausted natnre,

At daylight he was aroused by the deputy and
after a substantial breakfast they again toolk the
road, Darrall composed and cheerful; no incident

occuring to delay their progress toward the
Capital.

Luckily the handkerchief was never misscd
until nearing their journey's end, the deput:

making an discovered
its loss.

No suspicion arose in his mind as to what hid
become of it. He took it for granted that it wis
dropped from his pocket, as such things cfien
are. He rezcarded it himself as of but little value
as evidence, since the origin of the stain
been so readily accounted for by both

inventory of his pockets

had
\

Darrall

and his wife, separately and apart from euach
other, without the slizhtest opportunity for
collusion.

“You see,” extending his hand to the latter
“I am likely to have a need for your services
of which neithier of us thought when we spoke
together.

“Yes. No words I feel are necessary to assure

you of my willingness to serve yon again.”
A serious distnrhance, however, arose when the
loss was reported. and the officer was compelled

1o make the journey over the same road the
following day in a fruitless search for it.
Upon their arrival in Frankfort., Darrall im-

mediately summoned his friends, Judge Randolph
and Sothern.

By this time Judge Randolph bad arrived
Greeting his young friend cordially he expressed
4 deep sympathy with him, in the unfortunatc
sitnation which had been developed.

Both Randolph and Sothern seemed greatly
impressed with the gravity of the case. Knowing
#s much as they did of the issue of the challenge
upon which Steale’s death followed so quiclil
they were keenly apprehensive of the danger to
Darrall if that circumstance should become
known-—whether he were Innocent or guilty of
the charge- particularly just at this time while
the excitement was still so intense over party
issues.

“His own words replying to your challenge—
an acknowledgnent of the justice of your cause
—taken in conn ction with what I already knew
of the man, gave me some hint of course how the
matter stood. 1 am preparcd to serve you, trust-
ing implicity in the truth of whatever you may
confide to me,” said Sothern.

“You remember 1 told you the day of his death,
that old story of his youth? When yvou asked me
his object in using a false name, I only hinted
to vou of the rumors rife at the time because
I had too deep a regard for the voung girl, whom
he was said to have wronged to say anything
that would keep alive that old story of the past.
Knowing then the character of the man, I
thought I could guess the probable cause of your
grievance.”

“You can testify to this in court, sir, of your
own knowledge?” asked the Judge.

“l can, with further details if necessary
believe I can bring others to prove it.”

“But my friends,” answered Darrall.
case can never come to conrt At the

and

“The
inquest

vou will find that they have not a scrap of ev
idence against me."
“Sarve the fact that
answerced the Judge.
“That fact, until this moment, was known only
to you, that man, my wife, and myself. He couid
never have confided it to another for his own
sake.” ’
“The Challenge?”
“Ie refnsed,”
as I osaid
believe he
least within

Marguerite is your wife.”

asked the Judge.

answered Sothern, “his excuse,
Lefere of such a nature that I do not
counld have confided in another; at
the few hours intervening between
my visit and his death. Besides, he was out of
town the next day, I have learned, and the ban-
quet following so clese, 1 hardly think he had
mentioned the challenge.™

“The
Judge.

“Has been destroyed: the
came from the scratch of o thorn upon 1y
finger,” showing them the “Believing |
was doinz no wreng, I secured it and watched it
burn to ashes  Theyv think it lost upon the road

bloed stained handkerchief?” asked the

little

1'0Se

stain upon it

Scaln.

"‘They found him in t
shrubbery to one smé“?

and have sent the deputy to scour the country
in search of it,” answered Darrall.

“That is well,” said the Judge.

“The burden will rest upon them to connect
me with his death, without one tangible clue so
far as I can learn. They cannot do it; and if by
any possible chance—from the causes you have
mentioned—they hold me for a trial, it will
be from these circumstances alone, out of which
they could scarcely make a case.”

“And these circumstances,” said Judge Ran-
dolph—evidently weighing them all carefully in
his own mind. “These circumstances if proven, as
I believe they can be from what you and Sothern
tell me—and there are others no doubt, of which

you have not yet informed me—would furnish
the most powerful motive for the deed, known
to the human heart. A motive my boy, strong

enough to prove any man guilty, perhaps, but
at the same time so strong as to acquit any man
before any jury in this state.”

“Well then my friends, if it should
that, I'd sooner die.”

come to

“l do not think it will come to that.” qy 8 betwee
interposed Sothern.  “Rather than takegitical st
chance of opening up this dead man's pasge€ bittern
<how him to the world in his true colors, § me acute
they find they have nothing =substantial § Judge R¢
which to rest the case, I believe the investig:rT well.
will be dropped.” Ieale‘s se

“The fact of the being terite, ha

arrest made up

slight a clue as the handkerchief is rathef€ one n
quieting. It locks to me as if someone bacly _'OE“'E to
all, acquainted with the old story and _\'our,l\ﬂo“'l.nl-i
ringe, has taken a long chance in havingleW of |
arrested, hoping—if no other clues are fo ‘nr(:h.for
to urge political grounds for your quarre§ tOWI t
they can succeed in picturing Steale a mar lowledse,
his political views, and efforts to bring arrall's
ained ha

to the people, ground down to the earth andg B
dened with debt, they will be ready to tur) lo.».t ' ’
rend you. If they charge that, this is bug' hem"“
beginning of an effort of the Anti Relief §S ho:n:..
to rid themselves of the whole administyat 'm.(“"
as they are beginning to assert, I am told-§ ™ .,hrt I
my boy, innocent or guilty it will 2o hard All of t
vou." 18 corone
: ! ik ef men 1
“I have thought of it all, and if ssolved: i
that issue, I'd sooner die, myself a nm::_\"m. I
53 1 s rey
that cause than any other.

arrall, w
The Judge shook his head. *“A noble seret of t
ment. 1

understand--but for an innocent mh the in

it com

die—" 1e challe
“Oh, my friends believe me, there :re tie had Kk
worse than death, Think of a man unabrould not

hold up his head; to walk erect among his fe The clof
men; to look the world square in the faciSsassin,
would be my case if, to save myself—I ¢lood-stair
this story to appear as an explanation pfound in ¢
challenge, and so divert attention an/f the tra
sympathy of the public to my wifed the ri

screen myself. No! Life at that nd there
wonld not be worth theGre €vel

ing I'he kn!

s ad prob

“I did challenge this uid, in

5 tuck to t
When he refused, I soug. . gent

force a challenge from h{,s no e
did seek to compass his |ifficult tc
because he had wrongedq the ri
and either he or I muspe infer
But I am no midnigh ';u}‘:x;o::s;
sassin. \\.hvn«-\'or it bes Only t
necessary in the managd) oq up
of my case, I will furnis®otel half
with all the pariiculagnd his

far as T know them. W osed evi
await the inquest. e produ
ufficient
ssinatic
1anded |

CHAPTER XVI.

The inquest held wupo
body of Col. Steale, so«
veloped the political cam
and its issues as the

The well known est:
ment of Darrell and S
formerly fast friends,

shat the
eople;

jased, u
ef and
In pri
ircums
ews frc

.\‘ll.\‘!:l‘ll]lllg.l() each othe messer
relation of tutor and be en
was dwelt upon. Severia@oor str
nesses were brought foilg A lett

to swear to heated peighat the
00k to
“Poor
Since
ed. S|
sreat m

controversies, between th

men in the coart roc
e,

it was true, that Steale, having recoznize
Darrall’'s wife the Marguerite of his early y
stung by love and jealous anger, had somet
transgressed the bounds of courtesy, often Snd &he
between lawyers—in those days as now—lea l]ed‘ E
olften to blows after court, and controversie 5

asks if

the streets. Izes not
Steale’s animus toward him, Darrall had “Tharn
been slow to perceive and, (though he dhljt were

understand the true reason) had been q““"uml day
resent. Such disagreements alone were nog (“S‘l
sufficient importance to hold a man, like D(Il“”‘.i": ]
suspected of such a deed.

With the calling of the last witness an eler ),
of real danger was brought into the case. the pris

In Steale’s Secretary then sworn, Sothern ji wae
ognized Steale's friend; the man who was 34 wag
him that day at the country post-office Whe’L‘llcn('c.
unmasked him. He knew Steale's secret. Wi iy 1)
he keep it? "m'\' re

His testimony was long drawn out, covei ) ¢
the friendly relations between Darrall and Sifa,,eq
until within the past year, of the enmity

should
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