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How Nicknames Happen 
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i t 'Y ES,  wo named l i im Maoli in .  for  his  
1  grandfather ,"  said the fond young 

mother  of  the l i t t le  tow-head l iy  her  s ide.  
•Whin he goes to  school  the boys wil l  he  
sure  to  nkUuame him Match,  and that  
would be horr id .  We've forestal led them 
by nicknaming him Mae ourselves ."  

This  was said once upon a  t ime,  so long 
ago thai  this  handsome hlomle lad has  grown 
into a  s ta lwart  man.  On Mnchin 's  f i rs t  
day of  school  the boys looked a t  him once,  
then,  scorning al l  previous names or  t l ie i r  
f ract ions,  they dubbed him Wli i tcy.  Whitey 
Sul l ivan l ie  remains to  this  day to  al l  save 
his  disappointed mother .  

Sul l ivan boy the second was chris tened 
amy.  

Wifm 

That 's  short  and easy to  say,"  the 
r inother  announced with renewed hope.  Hay 
remained al l  safely through the grades and 
grammar school ,  then fond hopes were again 
shat tered.  This  son became a  s tar  on the 
high school  footbal l  team and because l ie  

chew the rag" as  the other  fel-
_ a  ;  _ the  s tout  quarterback once cal led 

, | f i^ |^ai iSSi |5§l i ini  Si lence.  In  a  week the whole school  
i  ,  knew him by this  nickname and in  a  see-
~-Vt <md week the nickname was nicknamed to  

and this  form became Ray's  used-name 

;  K  -  Now. wherefore  must  nicknames come 
J '  t l  into the world ' ;  Why must  sol id  and st ib-

v int ia l  names s ink into obl ivion while  new 
# : ;%Sl !^l i^£i ig(-oinages usurp their  places? 

seem l ike "put t ing the car t  be-
horse,"  but  see f i rs t  what  a  niek-
ani l  then why i t  is  so natural  for  

bestow them. 
\  nickname,  says the book of  words,  i s  

,1 'er ived f rom an ekename,  for  so i t  was 
1  

t  ,  sad in the Engl ish spoken several  centur ies  
ago.  Si  i l l  ear l ier ,  th is  term was an eke-

'  name.  Do you see the der ivat ion? Eke 
1 - J ' • means to  piece or  spl ice  or  f i l l  out :  to  

lengthen,  complete  or  sui t .  Thus we say to-
Mlay,  " l ie  manages to  eke out  a  l iving."  

Very wel l ,  then,  a  nickname is  a  name 
- which ekes out  our  other  names and makes 

them more sat isfactory.  Being already r ich 
| iu  two to  four  names apiece,  why should 
la t iy  of  us  need eke-namesV John . lames 

SaSlicndei ' sou I t ivers ,  for  instance,  would seem 
jSj i to  make any addi t ional  name superf luous.  

s |§!  Why' . -  I t  is  just  an old s tory over  again:  
f j j i ;p! i ic l ;nanies  are  given today just  as  "han-
t |Sldles"  were given long ago when our  name-
If t less  ancestors  became named.  When one 

. - .said John,  did he mean John,  the son of  
• ' . J . l i l ies :  John,  the ta l les t  man for  miles  

t fearound:  John,  who l ived by the r iver :  or  
f i fe  John.  who t i l led the soi l?  To dis t inguish 
"""them I here  arose the appel la t ions John 

Jamison.  John Longfel low,  John Rivers ,  and 
, . , ! (<l i i i  Farmer.  

, :sK Kasv enough,  von say.  But  consider .  
imSi, | f | l | ( 'us tom tixei l  these names.  Instead of  

•  ^meaning each individual  man whom the.v 
i®4| lsui tcd.  these designat ions came to  be faul­
t i ly  names,  as  t ime went  by.  Surnames,  or  

s i re-names,  were handed down from father  
to  son.  f rom son to  grandson,  and eventual-

'  '  Iv to  John James Henderson Rivers  and to  
$$ftyou and to  me.  The Mr.  Rivers  of  today 
'"Wk.  l ives  upon a  prair ie ,  far  awav from any 

ip 's t ream. Mr.  Jamison 's  own father  was Jer-
,15 'Semiah.  Our  f r iend Longfel low is  short  and 

plump.  The descendant  of  the  old Engl ish 
|  farmer is  a  physician.  

;C OMKTIMKS our  family names sui t  us  
wel l ,  sometimes,  as  you have not iced,  

they cover  us  but  poorly.  Many persons,  l ike 
'&J nr . 'Farmer,  wear  names that  are  mist i ts .be-

cl i l j  queat i led to  them wil ly-ni l ly  by those who 
SSti  a re  dead and gone.  
,!'5SJ Supplementing our  hand-me-down fathers '  

I t ;  names we have one or  more "given" names 
he- towed upon us  before  our  personal  char-

- i ic ter is t ics  can be known.  These gif t  names 
|S |  again,  may be apt  or  not  apt .  Who can he 
""sure  that  the infant  Ernest  wil l  be  an oarn-

\  c- t  man' . -  Wil l  baby I 'a t r ic ia  develop into 
a  dignif ied,  patr ic ian matron ' ;  I  to  you not  

-  know Lily 's  and Blanche 's  who are  bru­
net tes  and ol ive 's  with golden hair ' ;  I / .aak ' .s  
who are  solemn ani l  not  laughing ' ;  

Being doubly or  t r iply named without  
I t?  our  own vol i t ion,  and cer ta inly without  
" parental  consul ta t ion of  a l l  the  host  of  folk 

wil l  know us before  we die ,  what  fol-
Tl ie  publ ic  s teps  in .  saying that  

iwfnl  names are  out  of  fashion,  of  
unbecoming to  our  pecul iar  person­

al i t ies .  or  of  a  sound or  length not  pleas­
ant  to  the ear  and tongue of  the  speaker .  
In  other  words,  instead of  Using our  ready-
made names,  we must  have new ones cut  to  
order  f rom our  individual  measurements .  
But ,  however ,  the  pat terns  ani l  t r immings 
of  names may vary from generat ion to  
generat  ion.  we shal l  see,  t i le  weave of  the  
mater ia l  changes l i t t le .  

When you went  down the s t reet  yesterday,  
did you hear  your  neighbor  address  Mr.  
Farmer,  who is  a  doctor ' ;  He cal led l i ini  
Doctor ,  or ,  more l ikely Doc.  Mr.  Jamison 
is  known to  his  f r iends as  Sunny because 
of  his  contagious smile .  Mr.  Longfel low 
turns  around if  a  voice shouts .  "Stop there .  
Fat ty!"  Mr Rivers  is  Red Rivers  to  Ii  i s  
i ronies .  

A very cumii ioi i  source of  nicknames is  
r  '  that  of '  occupat ion.  Just  as  our  ancestors  

worked ani l  earned for  themselves  and 
gave to  us  a  her i tage the names Baker ,  
Smith.  Waggoner ,  l i icrmacl ier .  Oanlner .  Ful­
ler .  Weaver .  Webster .  Carter .  Fisher ,  I tar-

"" "  I ' .cr ,  Turner .  Fowler .  Mil ler ,  Mil l i ter .  Mason.  
Shepherd and hundreds of  their  kind.  so.  
among the nicknames we hear  today are  
Iwagnu.  for  i l ie  fe l low who t i l ls  our  re­
f r igerators :  l ' rof .  for  the man teacher  of  
a lmost  any rank:  Cap.  for  the leader  of  
even civi l ian organizat ions:  Butch,  and s i  
on to  the end of  the  l is t .  

Personal  appearance or  t ra i ts  of  character  
w o n  for  our  forbears  the cognouiei is ,  Long.  
Blue jacket ,  Smiles ,  Young,  Older ,  Elder ,  
Wild,  ( ioodenough.  Brown,  and others  f i -
mil ia ' -  lo  os .  Among our  acquaintance we 
recognize as  nicknames of  th is  c lass  Car-
juts ,  p .nektop,  spot ty ,  High Pockets ,  . . .Hog,  

parenta  
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Rusty,  Sissy,  Peg,  Squeoze- 'em-hard,  Crip 
(cr ipple) ,  I la ldy,  Bul lhead,  Rosebud,  e tc .  

Place of  res idence la id  i ts  name upon the 
famil ies  of  Hil l  Field,  Meadows,  London,  
Bank,  Van Buren (from a town in Holland) ,  
Washington (from Wessyngtot i ,  in  England) .  
Monroe (Mont  Roe,  I re land) ,  and perhaps 
upon your  dis t inguished relat ives .  Cut  s im­
i lar ly  to  these are  the l ie lp-out  names Chin­
ese Gordon (who won i l ls  fame as  a  gen­
eral  in  a  war  there ,  l ied River  Mose.  or  
Texas Tom. Nat ional i ty  is  re la ted to  place 
and we have famil ies  of  French,  Spain,  Eng­
land,  and nicknames such as  Dutch,  Swede 
and Mexico.  

Endearment  is  a  motive leading us  to  give 
addi t ional  names to  our  chi ldren and to  
those we love.  Thus Pet .  Honey,  I tear ie ,  
Babe (a  name by which  a  grey-haired wom­
an,  the youngest  of  her  family,  is  yet  
known to  an ent i re  vi l lage) .  Sonny,  Laddie ,  
Lassie ,  and names with a  diminut ive end­
ing,  as  Sal ly  and Wil l ie ,  are  common in 
family circles .  

Terms of  respect  are  bestowed upon those 
wel l  known to  us  for  their  character  or  
abi l i ty .  In  so new-naming the great  and 
good,  we feel  more near ly  drawn to them. 
They appear  to  be of  a  humanity l ike to  
our  own and we deem ourselves  more 
worthy of  respect  in  honoring them. Father  
of  His  Country,  Man of  Sorrows,  Martyr  
President .  Maid of  Orleans,  are  names to  
take off  our  hats  to .  

We must  be lazy—or perhaps we ta lk  so 
much that  we have not  the t ime to  pro­
nounce long words in  their  ent i re ty—for we 
manufacture  many nicknames by the cur­
ta i l ing of  "real"  names.  Margueri te  is  
cal led Margery,  Madge,  Marg.v,  or  Ri ta ,  as  
the fancy s t r ikes  us .  I torothy becomes 
Dora,  Dotty or  Dot .  For  s ta te ly  El iza­
beth we subst i tute  Lizzie ,  Bessie ,  Beth,  Lis-
bet l i ,  or  Bet ty .  Andrew col lapses  into Andy 
and Eheneezer  to  Eh.  

Deris ion or  contempt  is  a  f requent  cause 
for  re-naming,  of ten unfair ly ,  as  witness  
the terms Sheeny and Dago when appl ied 
proui lscously to  al l  Jews and I ta l ians .  

A MOXG miscel laneous sources  of  nick-
names are  animals ,  plants  or  rocks,  wi th  

which a  person has  a t  some t ime been viv­
idly associated.  Rank,  business  t ransac­
t ions.  bat t le ,  char i ty  and habi ts  a l l  have 
set  their  s tamp upon the doer .  Surnames 
of  these or igins  are  Drake,  Brant ,  Wolf .  
Hogg,  Bruin,  Daw and Swan:  Rose and 
Pease:  Clay.  Stone and Fl int :  King.  Pr ince,  
Pope and Bishop:  Purchase and Price:  Pray,  
Crowder ,  and the l ike.  With these things 
in  mind we form Buffalo Bil l ,  Cayuse Hank,  
Stonewall  Jackson,  Prosperi ty  Robinson,  Ad­
versi ty  Hume and Fight ing Joe Hooker ,  Oc­
casional ly  a  fr iend of  a  family voices  Uis  
protest  against  i ts  c l i i ldrens '  chr is tened 
names by addressing the youngsters  ac­
cording to  their  i iersonal  name-preferences.  
So a  cer ta in  Pear l  was cal led Pol ly  by an 
aunt  who l iked the Pol ly  in  "Pol ly  (( l iver 's  
Problem" and a  l i t t le  boy,  Granvi l le ,  was 
Teddy to  a  neighbor .  

A mispronunciat ion by a  chi ld  of  i t s  own 
name in baby days may fol low i t  through 
l i fe  as  fond relat ives  adopt  the l i t t le  one 's  
own version.  A beaut i ful  Maude In this  
way came by the name Nurdy.  

Opposi tes  may appeal  to  our  imaginat ion 
as  humorous.  In  our  town a rotund paper  
hanger  is  dubbed Sl im,  while  his  bean-pole  
r ival  is  Fat .  

Pusszles  that  keep us  guessing while  away 
many winter  evenings.  When in such a  
mood,  decipher  the causes  for  the nicknames 
in  t i l ls  hi t -and-miss  col lect ion:  Snapper ,  
Dusty,  Dinky,  Buck,  Fr iday.  Muggsy.  
Scoops.  N O'clock.  Tinker ,  Snowbal l ,  Rare 
Old Bird,  Porry-Miss-Pins ,  June.  Jel ly ,  Big 
Chief ,  Wien,  Toots ,  Cl inch.  Chick,  Rooster ,  
P .  L.  Then make up a  l is t  of  your  own 
and t ry  to  beat  the pr inted one.  

Nicknames wel l  known bring to  mind fam­
ous rulers ,  authors ,  ar t is ts ,  soldiers ,  and 
scient is ts .  The fathers  of  this ,  that  and 
the other  are  legion.  A few are:  Herodo­
tus  (his tory) ,  Chaucer  (Engl ish poetry*.  Ho­
mer (songl .  Abraham (Hie fa i thful) .  Hippo­
crates  (medicine) ,  Joe Mil ler  ( jes ts) .  Izaak 
Walton (angl ing) ,  and Satan ( l ies) .  

Queen El izabeth of  England was proud of  
the sobriquets  Good Queen Bess  and t i l t"  
Virgin Queen,  but  her  s is ter  Mary could 
scarcely have desired the t i t le  she so r ichly 
meri ted by persecut ing her  people ,  that  of  
Bloody Mary.  Their  fa ther ,  the  eighth of  

was BlulT l la l .  George the 
ar iner  George,  while  the next  
the Firs t  Gent leman of  Eu-

A New Series of Stories 
Starts Next Week 

WE plan to give you next week the first of a series of short stories 
that eonie under the general title of "The -lustifier." We've 

told you something; about them already, promising you stories of absorb- : 
ing interest. We feel certain that the stories will measure up to every 
promise and more. Their conception is unique. The writer creates a 
man who in his younger days was greatly wronged by business pirates/-5 

and robbed of the fruits of a great invention. lie sets aboiut it later io 
acquire a fortune, and when he has acquired it, he uses it to bring justice 
down upon the men who robbed him. lie does more—he sets himself 
up in the role of a "Justifier," to whom others appeal for justice, and in 
his sensational, outlaw way he undertakes to grant the appeal. He move-
mysteriously, and when he moves he does so with startling results, amaz­
ing the world with his cunning and audacity. There is an abundance ; 
of adventure in the stories and also just enough of the other qualities!' 
of lmmor and pathos to relieve them of too much soinbreness. Tin­
stones are by Fred White, a prominent English writer. While the Morie-, 
form a series, each is distinct and complete, and may be read alone. --

OXCE upon a time a prominent club invited a congressman-elect and 
his defeated rival to make addresses at its annual banquet. The 

latter spoke first. Two men among the members were astounded when 
they recognized in his wonderful oration eloquence borrowed from a 
prominent French orator. The whole club was astounded when the con­
gressman-elect, who arrived after his rival had spoken, arose and »av" 
almost word for word the same address. That is the interestin<; climax 
of a very interesting and humorous story told by John Richelsen in next 
week's magazine under the title, -With Cribbed Thunder." 

Color in the Blood" is a story based on"that ever interesting 
» question of the mixture of the races. It is by Lewis Worthing-

ton Smith, a writer of prominence and the author of several plays. The 
story is dramatic and strong throughout. , > s* 
f - -  l '  K ^ ^ 

Anastasia Was President" is a delightful little hunior-
** ous story dealing with the activities of a woman's club. Ir 

was written by a woman, Elizalx>th L. Stocking, and she ought to know 
whereof she writes. In addition there will lx? various special articles of, 
vital interest in next week's number. 

the  Henry 's .  
Thinl  was 1 
CJt 'orm 1  was 
rope*.  

The tfrrat  Duke of  Well ington,  for  his  
mil i tary prowess,  won the nicknames Iron 
Duke ami Aehl l les  of  Knjr iaml.  The contr- i -
( l ie t lon,  Li t t le  ( i iant ,  designates  the Ameri-
ean Stephen A.  Douglass ,  who was short  of  
s ta ture ,  hut  lonj?  on abi l i ty .  

f \ tTK presidents ,  beinj?  inueh in  the publ ic  
eye,  have eol leetei l  many sobriquets ,  re­

spectful  and otherwise,  neeordlng to  the po­
l i t ical  aff i l ia t ions of  the donors .  Jefferson 
was the Sajre  of  Montieel lo ,  indicat ive of  
his  sa^ael ty  and of  his  res idence:  "and also 
Long Tom. Madison wrote  our  const i tut ion 
and Is  honored as  i ts  Father .  Monroe,  be­
cause he was the las t  of  the  execut ives  
to  wear  the formerly s tyl ish cocked hat .  
Is  Last  Cocked Hat .  

Old Man ICloquent .  for  J .  Q.  Adams,  is  
self-explanatory.  When Ocn.  Jackson came 
to fame and presidency,  he accumulated 
a  choice assor tment  of  nicknames al l  indic­
at ive of  his  s t rength.  The Creek Indians 
feared him as  the hero of  New Orleans,  
while  his  soldiers ,  admir ing his  endurance,  
said he was as  toi i^h as  hickory and spread 
his  renown as  Old Hickory.  

Van Huren 's  enemies  must  have been 
largely responsible  for  his  supplementary 
names,  for  they are  Li t t le  Magician,  Wiz­
ard of  Kiuderhook.  Whiskey Van,  Pol i t ical  

Grimalkin,  Weasel ,  and Sweet  Li t t le  Fel­
low.  

Iudian warfare  brought  Win.  Henry Har­
r ison to  prominence.  The success  of  Tip­
pecanoe l ives  in  memory as  his  sobriquet .  
Hard Cider  aud Lop Cabin were names 
showing his  i>opular i ty  among the fron­
t iersmen of  the then west .  

Tyler  and Polk have in  turn been named 
Young Hickory,  though the former was also 
cal led the Accidental  President .  Taylor  was 
Old Hough and Ready or  Old Bueua Vista ,  
in  remembraucc of  his  exploi ts  in  the Mexi­
can war .  Fi l lmore,  f rom his  personal  ap­
pearance aud careful  dress ,  has  been s tyled 
the American Louis  Phi l l ippe.  A mispro­
nunciat ion of  his  name made Pierce,  Purse.  
Huchannan was the Bachelor  President .  Old 
Buck,  or  Old Publ ic  Funct ionary,  or  North­
ern Man with Southern Principles .  Lin­
coln is  endeared to  his  nat ion as  the Kai l  
Spl i t ter ,  1 'ncle  Abe.  Honest  Abe.  aud Fath­
er  Abraham. Sir  Veto was Johnson,  who 
used the veto power to  an extent  hi ther to  
undreamed of .  rncondi t inual  Surrender ,  a  
phrase of  his  own.  Hero of  Appomatox.  
American Caesar ,  o ld  Three Stars ,  t in* s ign 
of  his  rank,  and the Si lent  President  were 
one and al l  t ' lysses  S.  Orant .  

Those who bel ieved Hayes to  have been 
fraudulent ly  elected,  cal led him President  
de facto,  and his  r ival  for  oi l ice .  Ti lden.  
President  de jure .  Garf ie ld ,  the  Canal  Boy.  
f rom his  youthful  occupat ion,  was also the 
Martyr  President ,  the  f i rs t  of  our  lament­
able  assassinat ions,  and the Teacher  Presi­
dent ,  having been a  col lege professor  and 
presideut  while  s t i l l  young.  Arthur 's  Chris­
t ian name.  Chester ,  was shortened to  the 
famil iar  Our Chct .  

Cleveland rose to  prominence so rapidly 
as  to  wiu the t i t le  Man of  Dest iny.  Be­
cause Beuj .  Harr ison 's  fa ther  had not  a t ­
ta ined the prominence of  his  own father .  
Tippecanoe,  the  second President  Harr ison 
l ias  been r idiculously cal led the Son of  His  
Grandfather .  Backbone Ben was another  

name,  meri ted by his  f i rmness .  The Li t t le  
Major  was the murdered McKluley.  The 
Rough Rider ,  or a picture  of  a  big s t ick in  
a  car toon te l l  us  that  T.  U.  is  meant .  And 
Big Bil l  Taf t !  What  a  chance he now l ias  
to  get  uicknamed.  

Says t l ie  man across  the way,  "My grand­
father  was a  Knickerbocker  in  his  youth,  a  
I loosler  in  his  young manhood,  ami a  Hawk-
eye when he died.  Grandmother  was , i  
Buckeye,  fa ther  is  a  Sucker ,  and so am I.  
What  he meant  was that  his  grandparent  
was horn in  New York,  moved to  Indiana,  
marr ied an Ohio gir l ,  ami died in  Iowa.  
His  son l ives  In I l l inois .  The people  of  the  
s ta tes ,  taken col lect ively,  appear  to  catch 
nicknames even as  each of  the in­
habi tants  is  l ikely to  " take them" Indi­
vidual ly .  Among such are  Toothpicks 
(Ark.) ,  Gun Fl ints  (I t .  I . ) ,  Mud Heads 
(Tenn. l ,  Beef  Heads iTex.) ,  Tarheelers  (N.  
C. i .  Clam Catchers  (N.  J . ) ,  Craw Thumpers  
(Md.) ,  IOgyptians (southern 111.) ,  and Tad­
poles  (Miss . ) .  

our  nat ional  game of  basebal l  Is  respon­
sible  for  nicknames galore  of  teams ami 
players .  With them goes a  vocabulary of  
s lang pecul iar  to  i ts  devotees ,  but  there­
fore  widespread,  for  the bal l  fever  is  an 
epidemic from Maine to  Cal i foi l ia ,  f rom the 
Rio Grande to  the Canadian border ,  where 
i t  jumps the l ine.  Who wil l  bother  to  say 
the Cincinnat i  basebal l  team when he can 
say the Reds and mean the same? Giants  
and Cubs and White  Sox appeal  to  the fan 
more than N.  V.  Nat ionals ,  Chicago Na­
t ionals  or  Chicago Americans.  Character is­
t ics  of  the  ci t ies ,  their  occupat ions,  in­
s t i tut ions.  e tc . ,  show in such names as  the 
Brewers ,  Lunat ics .  Gems,  Mil lers ,  Sena­
tors ,  Angels ,  Cannibals .  Pirates ,  Indians.  
Packers  and a  cont inual ly  increasing l is t  of  
ot  hers .  

l.iH'omntor AtHxIn 
<'o!i<|Ut»rt'd at Ijtst. 
I'll use's Blood «£ 
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