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HON. H. C. LAUB 
DIES ONTUESDAY 

Denison's First Merchant Closes His 
Busy Life Work in His 

87th Year. 

FUNERAL SERVICE ON FRIDAY 

Brief Biography of the Notable 
Pioneer Whose Life Was Close
ly Identified with Community. 
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On the morning of Tuesday, Novem
ber 21, 1910, occurred the death of 
Hon. Clay Laub, who was at the time 

- of his demise the senior surviving 
resident of Denison. His residence 
here way almost coincident with the 
history of our city and during the 
more than half a century he was, at 
every moment, one of the most prom
inent, one of the most active and one 
of the most responsible and highly 
respected of our citizens. He was 
honored during his life with many po
sitions of trust and confidence and he 
~will be followed to the tomb with a 
•sorrow and an affection which are 
;both sincere and heartfelt. 

With little schooling he was a well 
educated, well rounded man. A man 
who accomplished much, who took a 
pride in his work, who loved his fellow 
men; a man who was sincere ana 
kindly and sympathetic; a man who 
made the most of the many talents 

•God had given him. Of the scores of 
men who helped to make this county 
and this city what they are today, 
his name will stand pre-eminent as a 

. doer of good and helpful things. He 
was our first merchant. He built the 
first store building in Denison. He 

-burned the first brick. He built the 
first school house in Denison. He 
built the first brick store building. He 

• built the first telegraph line. He was 
the first sheriff. He was the first 
surveyor. He summoned the first 
jury. He was the first county super-
intendent. Look which way we will 
to discover the beginning of things 
in this our county and the trail almost 
invariably leads us back to II. C. Laub 

: as "first." 

More than this, he was active to 
the very last, keenly intelligent, warm
ly alive to the events of the (lay, man
aging his business .affairs vviih the 
same strong personality that he 
showed when as a young man of 
thirty-one he first cast his lot with 
the people of Crawford county. 

Mr. Laub was born in Little York, 
Pennsylvania, April 18, 1S24. He was 
one of a family of nine, the son of 
William and Catharine (Snyder) Laub. 
His father was born in Heading, Pa., 
and was of the sturdy Pennsylvania 
Dutch stock and was a leading citizen 
of Gettysburg for many years, being 

. at one time treasurer of the county in 
which Gettysburg is located. His 

i uncle was a veteran of the war of 
•1812.* His mother was born in Lan
caster City, l*a., and was of German-
!lrish origin. 

Mr. Laub's early days were spent in 
Gettysburg, but at twelve he began to 
earn his own way. For more than 
four years he worked on a farm and 
then, taken with the spirit of ad
venture, he ran away and went to 
Maryland, where lie worked until he 
was eighteen. He next returned to 
his home at Gettysburg and there, for 
a few weeks, he received the only 
"schooling" that he experienced dur
ing his busy life. After the brief 
school life he learned the trade of 
shoemaking and followed this occu
pation for four years. He must have 
been doing something else during 
these years however, as he gave up 
the bench and the last and commenced 
teaching school. He taught for four 
years in Pennsylvania and then, dis
satisfied with the opportunities afford
ed in the east, he decided to strike 
out for himself in the glorious west. 
It was in 1851 that lie first came to 
Iowa. His first stop was in Musca
tine and it is characteristic of the 
man that the very first day he got a 
job teaching school. After two years 
as a pedagogue in Muscatine he began 
his career as a merchant by opening 
a store at Cedar Rapids. This venture 
did not prove very successful. (Mr. 
Laub had ups and downs all through 
his business career, but no amount 
of adversity ever discouraged him.) 
Next we find him at Scotch Grove 
on a forty-acre farm eight miles from 
Cedar Rapids. Then he farmed for a 
year or so in Benton county and final
ly he came to Mason's Grove, in, 
Crawford county, in 1855. He came 
here for the purpose of farming and 
his first step was to buy a tract near 
Deloit. But he soon found that the 
people needed merchandise and he 
went into partnership in a little store 
in Deloit. It was about this time that 
Mr. J. W. Denison, in the interest of 
the Providence Western Land com
pany, was endeavoring to found a town 
on the Boyer valley in the center of 
Crawford county. He tried to start 
a store, but the men he employed 
proved incapable or dishonest. Mr. 
Laub had about decided to build a 
store in Marshall's Grove, about a 
mile northeast of Denison, but Mr. 
Denison dissuaded him and traded 
the stock he had here for Mr. Laub's 
'.and and our pioneer merchant finally 
located here in 1857. He built a store 
building. Twelve by eighteen were 
the dimensions. He went to Chicago, 
bought goods and brought them la
boriously overland by ox teams. The 
store was a success from the start, 
as the settlers were in great need of. 
"store goods" ol' all kinds. But the 
next spring the store had to close. 
The goods had all been sold 
—on credit—rand there was no money 
to buy more. The pioneers were hon
est, however, and with the next har
vest the money came in and the store 
was re-opened. For years Mr. Laub 
was the merchant prince of western 
Iowa. Denison was his central place 
of business, but through partnerships 
he extended his interests in every di
rection. During this period he was in-

continued on Page Twelve.) 

W. J. SCRIVER 
IS TO RETIRE 

Tenders His Resignation as Manager 
of Stewart Lumber Company 

After 25 Years' Service. 

TO TAKE EFFECT DECEMBER 1st 

O. A. Patterson Also Resigns—It is to 
be Hoped Both Gentlemen Will 

Remain in Denison. 

One surprise follows another in the 
changes taking place in business in 
Denison, the last being in the man
agement of the Stewart Lumber com
pany. For more than twenty-five 
years W. J. Scriver has represented 
the company here and at several 
other places like Charter Oak, IJte, 
Dow City and Buck Grove, the busi
ness of the several places being under 

Scriver's relations with the Stewart 
Lumber company existed, and so 
prominent iiave they been, that the 
community has come to look upon the 
two names as inseparable. 

It develops that Mr. Scriver, a few 
days ago, tendered his resignation as 
manager of the company, to take ef
fect at once, and that after the first 
of December he will havo nothing 
more to do with the active manage
ment of the affairs of the company ,i 
although retaining the pecuniary in
terest which he has held in the com
pany. We also understand that Mr. 
O. A. Patterson, who has ao ably 
assisted Mr. Scriver in the manage
ment of the business here and else
where as bookkeeper, has offered his 
resignation and will probably, in the 
near future, sever his connection with 
the company. 

We are not advised as to the plans 
of these two gentlemen, whether they 
will engage in business hero or go 

ARRESTED FOR 
GRAND LARCENY 

It Is Said Pearl Servoss, of Denison. 
Has Been Arrested at Logan for 

Larceny of a Pocketbook. 

HIS BAIL IS FIXED AT $500.00 

In Default of Which Servoss is Con
fined in Harrison County Jail 

at Logan. 
A startling report came here the lat

ter part of the week that Pearl Ser
voss, a sou of George Servoss, of this 
city, had been arrested at Logan, 
charged with the crime of larceny. It is 
said that young Servoss was a passen
ger on the C. & N. W. railway on the 
train that passed through Denlauxi on 
Thursday afternoon about oneio'clock, 
his destination being Missouri Valley, 
and that when the train arrived at 
Dow City a Miss Nellie Jones boarded the general management of Mr 

Scriver. So long, in fact, have Mr. Ht for Dunlap, where on alighting, sh£ 
missed her pocketbook, and immedi
ately returned to the car, thinking she 
would find the pocketbook in the seat 
which she had just vacated. She was 
disappointed, however, and told the 
conductor of her loss and he began an 
investigation which led him to sus
picion young Servoss, and he wired 
ahead for an officer to meet the train 
at Logan. 

The sheriff of Harrison county was 
on hand when the train arrived at Lo
gan and promptly arrested Servoss, 
who first denied any knowledge of the 
pocketbook, but upon a move on the 
part of the sheriff to search him, ad
mitted he had it and produced it. 

It is said there was in the neigh
borhood of $36.00 in the pocketbook. 
The young man is still in jail at Logan, 
having failed, up to this time, to se
cure bail. We hope it may turn out 
that the circumstances will not show 
a criminal intent on the part of Mr. 
Servoss, and that his parents may be 

elsewhere for that purpose. It is sin-1 spared the humiliation of having their 
cerely hoped tint nothing will ^on convicted of stealing the money. 
pire to cause their removal from Den- f \ 
ison. Both families are socially prom
inent and popular with Denison peo
ple, and it would be a distinct loss to 
the community if either should de
cide to move from here. 

We understand the business of the 
company will be conducted iu the fu
ture as it has been in the past. Mr. 
A. A. Hoet'er, who is temporally ir 
charge oi" the business, will remain 
long enough to enable the company to 
secure a permanent manager for the 
place. The compahy has long en
joyed the confidence of the commun
ity, and its business trausactions?*have 
been of an extensive character. 

A RARE TREAT. 

The State University of Iowa Glee 
Club to Appear in Denison on 

Decerrber 30th. 

Dr. Johnson entertained a few of Ills 
gentlemen frends at a smoker on Sat
urday evening. Whist was the amuse
ment of the eveuing. and a most en
joyable time reported by those pres
ent. 

J. V. Barborka visited friends in 
Omaha Sunday. 

Announcement is made of the ap
pearance in Denison on December 30th 
of the S. IT. 1. Glee club, composed 
of 25 members picked from 2,500 stud
ents at the university. The fact ct 
the coming to Denison of this excel
lent organization is all the more ap 
predated from the fact that in select
ing members from the entire 2500 
students Denison has two member-;. 
Mr. Rowland Philbrook and Mr. Wilk
inson, a son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Wilkinson, of Goodrich township. The 
entertainment promises a rare treat, 
and a full house will no doubt greet 
the club. 

Russell Lyon called on friends at 
Manilla on Sunday. 

JENSEN SELLS MEAT MARKET. 

Disposes of Same to George Selander 
and Takes in the Selander Farm 

Near Denison. 

A real estate deal of large propor
tions was consummated a few days 
since, when C. M. Jensen traded his 
meat market to the Selander heirs 
for their farm of 240 acres, a mile 
north and west of Denison. The 
change means that C. M. Jensen will 
retire from the Broadway meat mark
et and will be succeeded by George 
Selander, who will have charge of the 
business. 

We understand that Mr. Jensen will 
take charge of the farm after the first 
of March and manage the same, either 
from here or by later moving onto 
the farm. 

The Selander people will take 
possession of the meat market on 
the first of December. Mr. George 
Selander is a bright and active young 
man, and we have no doubt but that 
he will make a success of his new 
venture, assisted, as he will be, by 
the other members of the family, who 
will co-operate with him in the man
agement of the market. 

THE PIPE ORGAN RECITAL. 

Proves Brilliant Affair and Most En
tertaining—Very Large 

Audience Present. 

The pipe organ recital at the Meth
odist church on Friday night was a 
brilliant performance, and proved even 
a greater success than was antici
pated. It was, without question, the 
finest treat iu a musical way that Den
ison has ever enjoyed. The conditions 
were all favorable for making the oc
casion a great success. A perfect 
orj:.an, a performer of tiie highest ar
tistic merit, magnificent singers and 
a large and appreciative audience, all 
conspired to make the affair a rare 
treat. Mr. Kreiser captivated the 
music-loving people by his superior 
performance. Mrs. Thomas, of Omaha, 
sustained her enviable reputation, and 
Mrs. B. J. Sibbert in singing ' I Wiii 
Kxtol Thee, O Lord," added to hc-i1 

already well-earned popularity as a 
anger. Denison has much to be 
proud of. but it is especially proud of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Voss for the dona
tion of the pipe organ which will add 
so nn.ch to the entertainment of the 
city for years to come. 

Mr. lirr.adliurst and family, of Oma
ha, will \isit here Thanksgiving with 
.Mrs. G. \V. Heston. Mr. Broadhurst 
will be remembered as a young man 
who \\as practically raised in Deni
son, being something of a protege of 
the Heston and Wheeler families. We 
understand the plan is to have some
thing of a reunion of the two families 
with the Mroadhurst family on Thanks
giving. Mr. Broadhurst's old friends 
will be glad to meet him. 

Mrs. Henry Stuck, of Vail, was a 
shopper in Denison Friday. 
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Flour is Now Being Handled by Leading 
in Every Good Town in Crawford Co. 

The standard of quality that has always been maintained in Wizard Flour has 
made die demand for it so great that every progressive merchant has felt his need 
of having it»in his grocery department. Below are a few of the best dealers in 
Crawford County that now Jiave Wizard Flour in stock: 

Kiron 
Johnson&Sanders 

Schleswig 
H. W. Schmidt 

Dow City 
Herman's Store 

Ute 
The Barnard Co. 

Ricketts 
J. H. Detlefs 

There are a few towns where we have agencies established that are not mentioned here because 
owing to certain conditions Wizard will not be carried in stock by our agent for a short time. After it is 
we will inform our customers so that they will be able to buy it at the most convenient place. 

Any stock feeder can through our agent in his town, get special prices on Feed and Mill stuffs. We 
are in position to furnish quantities of the best fat producing ground feed at prices that will interest you. 
If wehave no agent in your town write us for information as to prices. 

Geo. Menagh & Co., Proprietors of the Eoyer Valte > A ' . P 

COURT ADJOURNS 
FOR THE WEEK 

The McKim Inheritance Tax Case 
Came on Tuesday and Occupied 

Considerable Attention. 

JURY WILL BE HERE MONDAY 

Number of Motions Attacking Plead
ings in Various Case6 Have 

Been Considered. 

The district court has been in ses
sion since Monday noon, but it is ex
pected an adjournment will be taken 
over Thanksgiving till Monday. 

Judge Church returned on Monday 
noon from his homo at Jefferson in 
order to hear a number of fragmentary 
matters and to clear the deck for jury 
work on .Monday. A number of mo
tions attacking pleadings in various 
cases have been considered by the 
court, and two or three probate mat
ters tried. Mrs. Margaretha Topf had. 
a claim against the estate of Margaret 
Healy, confined in an insane asylum. 
The guardian refused to allow the 
claim and a hearing was had before 
the court and a claim, amounting to 
about $850.00, was allowed and ordered 
to be paid. The inheritance tax case, 
:ii the McKim estate, was also heard 
by the court on Tuesday, occupying a 
large portion of the day. In this case 
the state is seeking to enforce the 
claim for taxes against the land own
ers and those who purchased land of 
uie estate at partition sale. The de
fense is that the purchasers had no 
notice of the claim of the state and 
.vere, therefore, innocent purchasers. 
The contention of the state is that 
here is no such thing as an innocent 

purchaser; that the taxes become a 
lien upon the property of the decedent 
immediately following his death, and 
hat they remain a lien until the taxes 
ire paid. The case was submitted to 
the court and the decision as 
o whether the purchaser acquired 
he land free of the lien for 

.axes will be rendered later. The 
ase, in any event, will probably 

be appealed to the supreme court, as 
.t involves a new question and one iu 
.vliich the officers of the state are 
.aturaiiy anxious to have the supreme 
jourt pass upon. 

The jury will be here on MonJay, at 
. liich time a number of jury cases 
liii be ready for trial. It is expected 
aat there will be enough work to oc-
•upy the attention of the court all of 

.iext week. 

BUYS SIOUX CITY PROPERTY. 

C. L. Voss Purchases Lindholm Block 
in Sioux City for a Consideration 

of $59,000. 
Charles Voss has purchased the 

Lindholm block in Sioux City, which 
is located at Fifth and Douglass 
itreets, the purchase price being $58t-
)00. Only a few days ago Mr. Voss 
;old his last holding iu Sioux City 
•tal estate, but on Tuesday he was 
again the owner of Sioux City proper-
y. The building was erected in 1894 
jy P. L. Lindholm, who a few years 
igo sold it to Dr. F. A. Hizzel, of Los 
Angeles, and it was from the doctor 
the block was purchased by Mr. Voss. 
through his agent, E. K. Selmser, of 
Sioux City. 

It is a four-story brick building 
with a frontage on Douglas street 
of 75 feet and a depth on Fifth street 
of 150 feet, the building now beiug 
occupied by the Lindholm Furniture 

....i-aiiy. The purchase appears to 
be an excellent investment for Mr. 
t'oss, as it brings a rental which 
unouuts to a little better than S per 
•ent on the investment. 

nson. He*.a 

Close Season on Thanksgiving Day. 

The Denison Normal football team 
. ill close a most successful season on 
I'hanksgiving day, when they play 
the Bucna Vista college eleven. The 
college team has won athletic fame 
his season, \\hich is not oniy a credit 

to themselves, but to the town as well, 
i hey have been playing teams rank-
ng in a high class in the state and 
ave put up a high class of football, 
ith the result that all the teams 

net and conquered have expressed 
hemsclves as being fortunate in meet-

i'.'.c Denison normal eleven on the 
gridiron. Their games have all been 
;'• an and interesting ones and each 
ne has been a victory for them. The 
Lena Vista team has also done very 
u'd work this season, which gives 
omise that Thursday's game will be 
exceedingly good one and the col-

bays ask the co-operation of Dea-
people by their attendance at the 
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