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THE MASTER KEY

By John Fleming Wilson

A ,
| By special arrangement for this paner a photo-deama corresponding to the
installments of ‘*The Master Key'’ may now be seen at the leading mov-
By arrangement made with the Universal
Film Manufacturing company it is not only possible to

read “The Master Key'* 1 this paper, but alio after-
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pictures of our story.

g CHAPTER XXIII.

8ir Donald Faversham Volunteers.

his search for.the Hindu,
who had bouzht the idol con-
tygning the plans of the woth-
er lode of the “Master Key”
mine, Joiir Dorr had recourse ugain to
the pawnbroker,

That individual's curinsi(_\' ivas arous-
el by now, und be asked a great many
questions, which John-'g u;\\'crud eva-
rively.

Wlhen it eame to getting n deserip-
tion of the Hindu the bioker could give
but few details,

e Inid emphasis on the fact that he
sold rugs and that he looked like any
oue of a dozen East Indians frequent-
ing a Pacitie port. e knew of no ad-
o o a
\With this Dorr had to be content, and
be returned to Ruth to discuss with
her what thiey shonid do nest.

It Wilkerson gets it sbere is an easy
way to get bim,” be said in the cours
of their conversation.

*How " ( ded Ruth

“Have hiina el as [ {rom
Justice and teld tor the connty sheriil
and the warrant that 'om Kane swore
out,’ he replied.

ath  considered this thoughtfully
and shook head.

“it woull mean our going 1 to
th

zitive

5
e mine and all kinds of trouble,” she
said wisely. “DBesides, we wonldn't be
apy vearer the papers father wianted
me to have,”
rThat Is very

true,” John agreed.
af in reserve in ead
we discover that be bas the idol. Our

nly plan, then, is to teace this Hizda,

“hat will be a bard §
\h_\ nor - put dctm tives on
trails”

I don’t think any detective conld do
better than wyself,” was the reply.

“But you can’t do it ali,” she argued.
“You can't be looking for this peddler
and keeplng an eye on \Wilkerson and
seeing to e at the same time.”

The seeing to you is the pl 1test
P of the jobt he said langhingly.
“1 refuse to delegate that to any one.
Of cour you're quite right, though,
aboeut it's being too big an afair for
me to handle alove. 1 think {1 ask
Xverett to join us. Maybe he ean suz-
gest something.  I'll wire him, and
then we'll take a trip down to the wa-
ter front aud interview our Inunchman
aziin, He seemed to me a preuy level
headed chap, and he'll maybe be able
to put us on the track of the inda if
Le took a steamer for the north, as 1

trougly suspect he did.”

Ruth could not understand why the
peddler siionld do this, aud Dorr ex-
pliined that the Hindyn evidently had
sreit store on the idol, as be had
vot only paid cash, but had given a rug
as well in exchange,

Ie wouid kopow that the thing was
wor lhlw-‘ as an article of mwerchan-
5 went on. *In the nest place,
he wasted o time ln setting posses-
sion of it once he saw it 1 hiave no
doubt that it is (1 in his cyes—a
god, 1t was stolen aggome time from

the

“Se2inyg to you is the pleasantest part
of the job."

a temple. What more natural than that
he should see the chance of a great
reward for doing w picus duty and re-
turning 1t to its natdve places”

“But that's all
 kisted practically.

“1 know it.,” he' admitted, “Dut a
good guess is better than nothing to
work on. . Let's go and sce our sikipper
person.”

The launch captain received {hem
genially and listengd to John's story.
At its finish he ed with John that
it was very likely that the Indian had
recognized n native god and wouald re
store it to 1ts own temple.

“I've visited those eastern ports a
good deal’” he told themr. *I know
Loys on a lark from the ship will do
just that trick—run off with’an idol
for a curiv—and ! kpow the fuss the
heathens make about it too. ‘They'll
o uny length to ger back a tirst chop
god.”

Refore they left Im promised to Keep
an ere open for the Hindn and iaform
them if he zot the smallest elew. With
this they had to be saristied, in-

quiries elsewhere develened nothi
helprul.

Everett arrived on the evening train
and after dinner listened to the story
of their adventiives with areat intet
When he Lad asked o few questions
he and Jolin lvoked at each other
Tinally Bvereir spoki.

“It mizht take )
lode witheut the o

guesswork,” Ruth in-

ias

-

's to lecate that
t plans,” he

thoughtfully. =1 don't doubt 1l
father, Miss Rutlh, spent i

hour snd dey prospeciing oy
we must have the plans if it's in the
bounds of pussibility to recover them,
1 think you will have to jind your
Hindo."

| “There is the question of ¢
John suid sob “It has

he mine.”
alrendy

“But Mrs. Grundy insists on the maid.”

|
|

| been allowed to 2o pretty much to
roin, Tom Kane wonld do Lis best, of
conrse, bug aciually we are iooking for

"lx; bird in the bush when we have one
|ln the hand.”

I 1 see your poiat,” the promoier said
jpromptly. “My offer of day o still
| holds good. 'l tinance this matter to
the end, und I’ look after the mine
tov. So you ¢ian be care free so far as
that goes, John”

“You know I wonldn't take
myself,” Jolin begun awkwiardly
wis silenced by o smile,

The next morning they
tinished lreakrast when
caplain was announced.

The three of them found bim burst-
Ing with news,

“1 think 1 tocated your Hindun" he
told them. “He came down ag day
light this morning lookiug for a steam
er sailing for the north, The Ha
leaves at noon, and the steward gave
him a job in the galley

“But it might be anotber Hindn"
Ruth suzgzested.

The captain turned towand her 'u'«l
shook Lhis bead. I den't think $
possible,” be said. “He anslvered !hv
description clear down to the rugs
Besldes that, he seemed kind of nerv-
ous, and when one of the sailors joliied
Lim the man ne had a nit
sure he's your man,

“There's ouly one thing for you to
do,” Everett said promptly—"take pas-
re on that steamner yourseives to san
“rancisco. Dy that time you can e
pretty sure whether he's your mansor
not.”

This was agreed upon, and Ruth
started on lier preparations imimediate-
Iy, Everett insisting that she take her
maid with her

“But 1 don’t need her!™ Ruth protest

it for
and

wmd barely
the launch

ed. “She's so expensive tool”
“You arve merely n youngster,” Eve:r

ctt said quletly, “and you must have

R ST TR S

—

a woman traveling svith you, It is all
richt to do ns you like in the mines,
where no one would dream of spenk-
ine evil or thinking it. but Mrs, Grun-
1y insists on the maid.”

Johin agreed with Everett and de-
parted to Xet the tickets, in spite of
Everett’'s warning that he had better
send and get them

The result was that George Drake,
just landed from the mine and in
seirch of Wilkerson, found him shad-
owing Dorr.

ver
b} 4

Drmlke explained his coming by say-
ing that be had beard nothing from

either Wilkerson or Mrs, Darnell, and
e could be of no use at the “Master
Key."

“It's just as well,” Wilkerson said
silkily, *I have a dozen things to at-
tend to, and you can help. The first
is npot to let that man Dorr get out of
our sight or turn a hand unless we
Knowy it

In a tfew sentences filled with bitier-
ness he told the story of the findiuz of
the chest and the rtile search for the
plans and the abstraction of the idol
containing them.

When Wilkerson
and Ruth booked passige on the Hal-
cyon for San Franclsco and had in-
quired about the next sailings for the
Oriont e took Dralte aside and they
determined that this conld only mean
one thing—

Dorr was on the track of tbe idol.

“We'll follow them!™ he said savage-

found that Dorr

ly. “\We've spent too much to quit
now.”
Jean Darnell received Drake coolly

Wilkerson's explann
scheme without a

and listened to
tion of his new
word.

Her stormy eyes hoded no good to
some one, and Wilkerson feared she
wounld abandon him,

But the -ro was the tenacity of a ti-

gresn lu her passions, nud Do
could mot give up b
nor forezo the thot of posst
the wealth which had onee been To n
Gallon’s and which he had tried
conceal,

Shie ngreed to go, and they decid
to leave by train that evening, thus
eing in San Francisco in time to meet
the steamer and watch for Dorr's nest
movement,

Two days later Evereit again
Johm and Buth in the hotel in
Franeisco.

John's news was that the Hindu thoy
sought hnd undoubtedly been on the
Halevon and that John had bought &
steernge passage for Dombay.

“You onght to get the plans before
you zet to India.,” Everett said car-
nestly. “Yon'll tind yourself ina st e
Jand, where fr will be like looking
for a needie m a haystack to get boid
of your mar

Dore acknowledged this and outlined
his tentative plan of getting hold of
the idol during the passage.

“After all, we don't want the ido!
1 shiall try to persuade the min of this
and get him to let ne have the papers
conaealed in it.”

At this moment Sic Donald Faver-
sham was announced.

The entrancs of the Englishman who
had wade himself so attentive to Ruth
at the southern hotel awakeped little
enthusiasm in either Dorr or iverett
but for Luth's sake they pliyed the
civil part.

She, on the other hand, reccived Sir
Donnld with ew evidonce of lively
pleasure.

to

met
San

“We are this minute talking of 2o
ing over wo Indin, where you lived so
long,” she told him after the st

greetings.  “And yon are just the man
to teil us ail about ir.”

“Qoing to I e
onet, My wor N

“Yex,”" shie proceeded.
er o Hindu and his idol™

At this point John laughingiy eame
to the vescue and Wrietly explained the
object of their quest.

Sir Donald listened quietly, occasion-
ally glancing at th, whose beanty
wis enhanced by pretty exclte

At the conclusio the tale
nursed the end of his stick awhile in

Alated the bar

“We are art-

off

apparent perpiexity.
*Youn know, my dear-fellow,” he
said, addressing John, “that India is

a large country filled with millions of
different races. Even g = that
this man is a Hindo and that your
surmise about the idol is correct, I
don’t see how you are going to accom-
plish anpythi

*That is jhst where you can beip
ust" said Ruth impulsively N\

For the instast Sie Donald actually
blushed with embarrassuient.

Then he gathered himself together
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(o Nl of
by for him.
The two parted the
thouzh John counld not
expression of jealousy
But he knew that
were now  doubly
iried to 1

<

slowly round for the
open sea.

URING the !
Hongkong
thrown muci

D

(D
history of the “Miuster
the present search for

<

fons thu

mendous p
to be satistied would s

“], fear you will fine
iedin,” he
counntry is immense, it

rions, and yvet

to rour w
it 1 fear yon will nc
\whiat ron seek.™
I must
sald John quietliy.
tion about it"
“Many a man

zet th
L5 Y

BT
ot

has

“Mot g0 fast, youn
o that a thi

bas deiven him mad,
much interested my
the sake® of Miss
sporting standpoint, au
Ul do * best to It
They considered th
of taking the fdol ¢
du during the voys
vitood this after
shvee investigation
“Yon see,” he teld
fellow's vz
fram 2 tribe fa

the

et
(R

1 see, it

=

cerate lis image we

fuction of
In fact, w

“And the v
The
wlog
and Iy
the bow
suftly away
The' girl

Ve

of beh ilws

thio 1"-lh

amd went dnto detadls of what they LELOR Y jl]x:n.hn-‘.

must expect and the didiculties they : ’l ;Sil“

must encounter. 1 Fears
“If you could oniy go along!” Ruth R et l::cni

sald piaintively when he bhad got them

thoroughly discouraged. “Yon could
talk their borrid language and makp
them bebave™

“Hy Jove said the baronet, smiling.
“that's not a half bad idea! [ have
nothing to do, and I might as well s
the chaps io Indin again ¢ stay bere.

“Yon know, Sir Donald was 'in the
army there,” Ruth explained to Ever-
ot

“Brought up there,
od. “Know Iudia pretty well,
Iy believe 'l go with you if yon'll ae-
cept of my company. What a lark!™

Neither Jolin nor Everett received
this proposal with undue warn:th,
Roth found it delightful, and bLefore
any of them realized the serionspess
of the conversation cverything had
heen arrmnged,

Outside Faversham spoke to Doir as
man to man.

“1 don't wiant to thrust
you in any

Faversham ndd.
1 real

on
“1

myself
way," he sald brictly.

from his lfe.

Dut his fa
yet scll cont
a deeper fee
foss,

To be sure, he had Jo

1l

ling t!

1L assoeint
ion a you
givl, J

unmista

must have
pressiopanble
ments '-‘(-l‘u

short!y

is bound for,”

tio it John 1 ¢ that ¢
flindu was on hoard Lefore the last
i wis - east off and the big liner

ted into the stream and headed

CHAPTER XXIV.
“He !s a Prisoner!”

Sir Donald Jesrn

site of the mother lode.

At first he conid hardly believe that
w('h things counld Nappen. but slowly
ho cimme to understand

told John me

races of different speceh

sham warned hin, fand the east

I, not only

Ruth,

v uum l.xu I

other natives in the st

an aproar that we conld

1o the most serious t
I'hen your advice is

wed during the

the ¢

ul, Inexperienced,
wikenedsin him

tend with, Faversham did net und
estimate him as a possible rival wl
be allowved himself (o zo 5o far as con-
temp! ¢ warriage with Ruth,

le lked the youngz American, and
none Knew better than he the efiect

or

fudia .m'l installed in o very go .l LS

el
t hore till I discover
ust where that fellow

he
1

t of friends,
ain from an
to himsalf.

ath's interests
e ded and
wenrt.
1 10 next day
prep:

channel to the

ong  voyage to
e three were
1 toether, and
i in full the
ey mine and
the plans of the

that the tre-
t were fighting
top =t nothing.

1 it different in
iny times, “The
is ubited by
nd habits
over it all there

(& America
ot casily recover

e papers back.”
here is 10 ques-

refused to ec-

I
|

g lady!”

3 fmpossible,”

I am
for
but from «
d I promise you

However,

ut FFaverst
what exten

Ruth, “I know
anid he comes
th of India.
looked upon
oman in spe-
spected by the
i To des-
)y mean

the captain
o should a
‘oub!
o wait?” she

.8 l{
wu’pm" (G
w that ll"ht
I were far in
wives foawm
uiwater,

enter of men's
v but she was
rieneed man be-
i1is own lieart

He had lved
not been alvot

10 eared to cou-
.

an Dorr to con-

ot with Dorr
< augd very
w's own sent
kuble=he was

| time,

| wind of st

e

and in the sccond place
ish government doosu’t
favor on stranze and nnstteched
ropeans stumbling about wmons

look*

you leave it to wme I th
not ouiy cin ascertain the exact ¢
where this fellow comes fromy. Lut the

z which
old ac-

Ruth to

. leaving Jolhn ¢
own dﬂ\[w
They occupied

ng. At last Fi
dinper one evening
face.

“I've found your and
something of the history of thein
he safd.

“And we can get it bac
qnired prompily.

Sir Donald shook his
“Not so rast, young lady!
“But that is what we ¢

went o
e fact of lI o matter is this," sald
the baronet—‘thut jmage w stolen

their time in sizht.
IRTI ne oo
with & smiie on his

«

le

Yoo
R

Ruth in-

head gently.

e for,” she

many, in

3 3 figo—~n great
1t is the tutelary deity of o
small eity on the © Bhala, and it is
about as saered an article as you conld
pick up. The people of that city think
that since they have lost their iny
the god Is angry with them, and for
some vears they hi n'c quictly L'und!:ct-

e spell of the cast which isied o search for it

“And this man wiil takeitto B (m(.l o
demanded Ruth,

“He has alre
stand  from some
know."

“Then what are we to
ed John,

“Bhala is some hundreds of miles up
country,” Sir Donald continued. “Part

I

natives

nnder-
1

¥ started,
of the

0% demind-

but poar

on

of the way we can go by rail,
£ the road we must tr 1\"l cith

fmt or by litter—ir we
“Of course w * said Ruth,
1 1 10 stop
hore, u T
now your India as 1 do, and even it

K
we accomplished our purpese we shoti
run double risk in gotting back.™

“The, ed the matter for
but Ruth refused to con
treat at this stage, and John,
ed though he was by the oth
dent siuc (“i'\'. cl)‘lll not bLelp feeling
that as an outsider he did not under-
stand the neeessity of the recovery of
thie plans, ¢

When e amd Sic Donakl talked it
over tlone the baronet wias even mor
insistent. %

Ie characterized the whole cxpedi-
tion as rash amd [I"lhl!_\' stated that
should the Dritish government
h a search immediate steps
n {o see that the Amerd
cans went no further.

Dorr was unconvineed and finally in-
timated that Faversham had not meant
what hoe said when be bad volunteerea
to help then. 4

Sir Donald shrugged his shouiders
md admitted himgelf helpless in the
¢ of such argumer n~

At least I can goal
I eon to save the yeung woman from
actual pe he remarked. ! by no.
Meinns mise to give you active as-
anee.

“I'll be sa
off once in awl

get

U

.

2 and do what

the

They made Bhal
safely, Ruth and John viewing the
novel sights t met thelr eyes on

¢ hand, S uas gen-

al guide and instru
On theqr arvival at the teeming city
ey were soon Instalied in inn out-
de l 16 conter and sou me distance up

i wasted no time in look-
vin people he Lin among
and was in a tion to
inform them that he had not only dis-
covered the temple, but that he had
arned that the idol had been recov-
ered and would be rvestored to its prop-
© r <hrine with due ceremony and greut
ivity.

“Phat will be just our chance.” said
John, “in the crowds we ouglhit tv be
siufe.”

[faversham tried to convince bim
that this was not =0, but Dorr insisted
so strongly that the Eunglishman yield-
od to his better judmmnent.

Sty to ger yow within sight of
the idol angway.” he consented. “But
mnxt iu\'~t l...h you obey my instruc-
U'lmr\\'i:x- we shall

ing up ce
the nittives

i

p

was that Ruth
Inte that night was wakened by Sir
Denald's rapping on her door.

When she had flung on some clothes
and opened she saw {rom his wunper
and his disheveled dress that all nad
gone well
t's true.” PFaversham toid Lern
“Dorr couldn’t resist what he thought
was a clinnee to get hold of the idol
He was captured, but 1 managed to

ot ::\\':1_\' by my knowledze of (the
and the hU of some natives
friendly t

.:un cnd lm!‘

won't harm him, bat if it gets ¢
h.- n-.lll\' intended to steal that imog

transs .n'\p"d
for (-“:llh

tvo, You wou

about what

possibhly.™
“But you will save him?"
In brer appeating beauty Rutl

v
il)\)..l Drug Co.

— e A — e e —————= B ——
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