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COURIER—Supplement.
AN ACT 

fo Aid the Construction of a 
Railroad to Montana.

-,>, en* te<1 by the Législature of the Territory of Montana:
►  'option 1. 7 That for the purpose of securing ratiroad communication with the 
_mi States, the Territory of Montana, in the form and manner and upon the 

^ t̂iiiions and rontingencics hereinafter in this act provided, hereby accepts the 
< 1 * 1 ,  Oliver Ames, E. Atkins. Sidney Dillion, Jay GouîrT F ^ W d o ï  
S S  S Richardson, and R«»y»l M. Bassett, to build a railroad into said Terri- 
ÜÎ made on the 23,1 day of Dec., 1876, at New York city, which said offer and 

is u  follows, to wit:
Küthe lion Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Montana:
1 Wt submit to you the following proposition, to-wit:

i,t That we will undertake, in consideration that auch a Subsidy as herein- 
lf,er named is voted, to bu Id a narrow gauge road of the width of the Utah North 
»in H ilrond, starring at Franklin. After obtaining a survey of the contemplated 
rouf to run the road to Montana, and -to terminate at-a point in Montana as far 
m,rth ss the mouth of the Big Hole river, and said railroad to be completed at the 
" of one hu. dred miles per year from and after the commencement of the aamc.

2d. That the said rond shall be aupplied with all the necessary rolling stock to 
i. «iif. (justness of ihe snid road as it progresses.

3.1 That the ssid road, will be called the Utah Northern Extension Railroad 
and t.e constructed as aboye named, in consideration of your Territory granting to 
the individuals or incorporation building said road, bonds to Ihe amount of $1.500,- 
ooo. basing the entire length of the road at 800 miles, which would be built under
and pursuant to pn'jtosition. t

4 h That tue amount of bonds to which the said subscribers or corporation 
.hall he entitled, when the whole road is construcied, shall be issued and placed in 
escrow in the city of New York; but only to be delivend in accordance with the 
provisions heiemafter contain' d.

5th. That said lionds shall draw interest at the rate of 8 per cent, per annum 
r avatde in New York city semi-annually; provided, that interest shall only be com
puted from the time of each delivery thereof, to the parties engaged in the construc
tion of said road. . . . . .

Cth. That the construction of said road shall commence at the said point min
tin'<d—Franklin—and continue towards the said designated terminus; and that 
from the «aid pla< c of commencement to the said terminus line in Montana, there 
pliall be delivered and paid over, upon the construction and opening for freight and 
n«s-eiigers, of every twenty miles ol said railroad from said starting point, the pro 
ra ts  proportion of bonds, that is to say, $5,000 p -r mile.

7th. The deposit".y of the said t*onds shall be in the city of New York, to be 
fixed and agi c d  upon by mutual consent of parties in interest, and the work of 
constructing said ro*d shall lie commenced within sixty days after the bonds be 
d. posited as above stated. 1 he foregoing proposition is made in good faith and 
with the intention of building the said road if the aid asked for is granted by your 
Territory. We are satisfied of our ability to construct the road witbin the time and 
in the nianmr aoove named.

All of which is most respectfully submitted to your Honorable Body to act

UP°D itcd at New York, this 23d day of December, 1876.
OLIVER AME8,
E. ATKINS,
SIDNEY DILLON,
JAY GOULD.
K. GORDON DEXTER,

S. RICHARDSON.
R o iA L M . b a s s e t

President U. N. U. R. C.
But subject to the variations in this act provided :

Sec. 2. Ti at for the purpose of aiding in the construction of said railroad, to 
run from Franklin, in the Territory of Idaho, to and into the Territory of Montana, 
to a point witbin five miles of the. mouth of Pipestone creek in Jefferson 
county, and upon the West hank of the Jefferson river, nnd to the town of Helena, 
in the county of Lewis and Ctarke, the sum of $l,700,t)00 is hereby contributed by 
the Territory of Montaua, to be paid when the coupon bonds of said Territory 
sh;dl become due, which are hereby authorized to be issued it: the manner and on 
the sente terms provided in this act:

Provided, That none of saiu bonds shall be delivered to any corporation, per
son, or persons for any purpose whatever, except upon the terms anti in the man
ner provided in this act ; but this section is subject to the variations contained in 
section 21 of this act.

Sec. 3. Timt such railroad shall be built from the said town of Franklin, along 
and over the nearest and most practicable route to a point within five miles ot 
P.pcslone creek, in the «.ouoty of Jefferson, on the west side of Jefferson river, 
w n ln n  three years from the 1st day of Julv, 1877, to the poiut named in section 2 of 
this act, and shall be built of good and substantial material, and of a gauge not less 
than three feet in width, Su<-h railroa^ shall be finished from said town ot Frank
lin to the terminus aforesaid within three years from the first day of January, ▲ .  
D. 1878. . -

Sec. -1. Tiie bonds that tnav be issued under the provisions of this act. shall be 
coupon bonds of the Territory of Montana, payable at the. city of N«w York, in 
the Stale of New Volk, twcuiy y*ars from the date of ilieii issue, and at any time 
within ten yiajs after the nafe t , f  their issue at the pleasure of said Territory. Said 
bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 7 3-10 per cent, per annum, aball be dated as 
hereinafter provided, and shall draw interest from the date thereof. There shall be 
attached to each bond a coupon for each installment *of interest thereon, and the 
interest shall be due and payable on the 1st day of January of each year at said city 
<«f New Yoik. each coupon which is due at the lime of delivery of said bond, shall, 
before the delivery of the bond be detached therefrom, returned to the Treasurer 
of die Territmy and by him be cancelled and destroyed in the presenc,- ot the Gov
ernor, and all interest which shall have accrued upon any coupon, but which cou
pon is not wholly due. shall be endorsed upon such coupon before delivery; or if ihe 
parties named in section 1 of this act prefer. they may pay to the Treasurer of the 
Territory the accrued interest on such coupon, and the same shall be delivered in 
that case without endorsement thereon-.

Sec. 5. Said bonds shall lie signed by the Treasurer and Auditor of said Mon
tana Territory, and shall be sealed and countersigned by the Secretary ot said Ter
ritory, and when thus issued shall be deposited by the Treasurer of said Territory 
with the Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company in New York city, or such person t r

Kreons, company, corporation or association as the Governor and Treasurer of 
nntana. and the persons named in section 1 of this set, who nisy accept of the 

Urms thereof shall agree upon.
Sec. 6. The bonds herein provided to be issued by the Territory of Montana 

•ball be procured by the Auditor of said Territory, and be shall have the same litho
graph« d or engraved at the lowest possible cost, which shall be paid out ot the gen
eral fund of said Territory liy warrant drawn by said Auditor upon the Territorial 
Treasurer. Said bonds shall lie of ihe denomination of $1.006 each, and 500 of said 
bonds shall be dated Joly 1. 1877; 500 of said bonds ahull be date.i January 1, 1878; 
200 of said bords shall be dated January 1, 1879.

S<c. 7. The railroad herein provided for shall he constructed by the corpora
tion or association of individuals undertaking the same by s<étions as follows: The 
first section to commence at the said town of Franklin, and terminate at or mar 
Fort Hall, in the «Territory of Idaho, and shall be 50 miles in length, and thereafter 
each section northerly on aaid road aball be 25 miles in lengih.

Sec. 8. The corporation or association of individuals who shall accept the 
terms of this act and undertake the construction of said railroad under the provi 
•ions hereof ahull not be entitled to recieve any of the bond-« of —id Territory 
herein provided for until th<y shall have constructed and placed in good running 
order, with the full equipment of engines and rolling stock, section No. 1 of said 
road, anJ when the said corpora'ion or association of individuals undertaking the 
construction of said line of ro<«d shall have completed said section No. 1, and 
equipp'd the same with sufficient engines and rolling stock, and shall desire to re
reive a portion of the aid hereby gu ranteed, they shall make application for the 
same to the Governor of the Territory In writing, who, upon receiving such written 
application, shall st once designate three commissioners, who shall be citizens of 
the Territory of Montana, disinterested, Impartial men, whose dotjr it shall be to 
so. at the expense of said railroad corpora ion or association ot Individuals, and ex
amine and measure that portion of said line of railroad which m*y he completed 
and make report in writing to the Governor under oath, of the result of their ex
aminations, and if they shall find on radii examination that a«id road as construct
ed c< mpli< a wiili the requirements ot 4ht* act, they shall so state in their report to 
the Governor. Upon receiving the report o f said commissioners made to the Goy«r- 
nor under oath, that the said corporation or association of Individuals hts coinpHea 
with the provisions of this act and has completed section No. 1 of 
« quipped Ibe same as n quired by this sc», tlie Coventor shall immediately tbereaner 
make bis order on the Territorial Auditor, directing him to order the pera^  orper- 
*ons, association, company or corporation with whom said bonds ara •epositeai 
delivery, to deliver to the persons nam'd in section 1 of this act. or the five or nm 
who may accept the tame, or their assigns, the anrouol of aaid bonds to 
may be entitled, less any coupons tor interest which may be due, aod **-/*"*“■*” . 
which may be doe at »he da'e of each order, and less 25 per cent, of *“•  n

centum <

wuicu may ue uu e n  iu e  un-c o i  su cu  vruer, w u  n i»  **» p®* r, __
«aid bonds reserved as security, and thereupon ibe Auditor slia’I d e l iv e r  to the 
enKir such order, who shall deliver the seme to the agent or representative o isa  
railroad corporation or association of individuals or ther •—if“*-_ .v ilf J?.?iiinlr 
shall be asc ruined by dividing the said rant of $1,700.000 by38U and | hentnffi p y

------ lent by the number of miles in said first section, the renmiPiof »  P«r
of taid amount to be retained on deposit as hereinafter f

Territory, as an assurance of future good faith upon the part of —id 
association of individuals and their compliance herewith “P00 
«ni Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company, or other depository bT
6 Ol II is act, of the order <»f the Auditor of the Territory a f o r e ^  endorwo 
the Governor with bis approval. The —Id Fermera Itoao and Trost 
other depository, shall detach fr—s —Id bonds nil coupons inter
(*ste of —id order and shall endorse upon any coupon not due but upoo' JVL. -hieb  
«•». had partially accrued at the data of —id order, the amonnt of^Jn,
*t thedate of said order had accrued and the amount ^  tb.n

of the treeauryof
____ date of said o n K
thereupon auch bonds —

earn** snail not ne enoor—a inereoa as a i m — - .--------------. M narty
specified in said order shell, I—a the detached coufK—O —ddlve—a p -jy
UM thereto That thereafter w b « 1w sold eorjmndlaB or—edoot^^ ^

«•hall have completed the -eond aectiua of mid rrart they ■ m y g w r » ^ || 
-r for the aid they are entitled to and r this set. aad

are 
—tit 
Vidua |a 
Govern.-'

dfce thereon, being the 25 and 15 per cent reserve, — shore provided, shall be folly 
paid over to mid company in the —me manner — hereinbefore provided. The said 
p—t due coupons to be detached, and those partially due to be paid or endorsed as 
above provided, and if more bonds shall have been deposited with the —id Farm- 
er*’.Loan and Trust Company, or selected depository, than are necessary to pay the 
aid herein granted, the mum shall be returned to the Auditor, and shall by him, in 
the presence of the Treasurer and Governor, be registered, cancelled and destroyed 
Arne lif **un,et*’ fcnd report thereof shall be made to the succeeding Legislative

8ec. V  !♦ shall be the duty of the parti— named in section 1 of this act, or 
five or more of them, to signify to the Governor iu writing tbeir acceptance of tho 
proposition herein contained and of the terms and conditions hereof, and of their 
acceptance ot this agreemeot on or before tire 25th day of March, 1877, and unless 
they shall do so. or unless they or some one of them before said date shall, by tele
graph or mail, notify the Governor that five or more of the persons named in section 
one of this act have accepted the aid herein specified, on the terms and conditions 
herein imposed, it shall be his duty oa the first day of April, 1877, to issue his 
proclamation to the office! s of the various counties and the electors of the Territory, 
notifying them of such failure, and if no such notice shall have been sent to the 
Governor as in this section provided, no election for the approval or disapproval 
hereof shall take place, anything in section 15 of this act to the contrary notwith
standing. . . . . .  ,

Pec. 10. The County Commissioners of the several counties shall, from time 
to time, levy a special tax a* may be apportioned by the Auditor in the same man
ner as other taxes sre now levied, sufficient in amount to pay the annual interest 
that may from time to time accrue upon the bonds so issued, as also to provide for 
the fioal payment of —id bonds, less any sum which may be in the Territorial 
treasury, 'applicable to such purpose, and the Auditor shall signify in writing to 
the Boards ol County Commissioners of each of the various organized counties of 
the Territory, the sum of money which said county shall raise therefore, determin
ing the same by reference to the assessed valuation ol property therein for the pre
ceding year, and it shall be the duty of such Board to levy a sufficient tax to pay 
the same, which shall be levied and collected as other taxes are levied and collected, 
and they shall be paid into the T* rriiorial treasury.

Sec. 11. That the bonds reserved by tlic Territory upon the first section of 
said road, and the other amounts of said bonds re-erved from time to time upon the 
other sections, as security for the ultimate completion of said road, according to 
the terms hereof, shall be deposited with the Farmers’ Loan and Trusty Company of 
New Yoik, or other depository, as the depository and trustee of this Territory, to 
be delivered by said bank, person or company, when under the provisions hereof 
said person or railroad corporation shall be entitled ther to and at that time and 
not before, it shall be ibe duty of the Auditor of ibis Territory to give said corpor
ation au order therefore as herein provided. But if said corporation shall in any 
particular fail to do or perform the things herein required, within the terms 
herein limited, it shall not be entitled to have or receive the bonds so deposited, nor 
any bonds not delivered a» the time such failure shall take place. The said bondi 
shall be registered by the Treasurer in a book to be kept by him for that purpose.

Sec. 15. That nothing herein contained shall prevent the said corporation 
from building, if they elect, an independent line of railroad from the town of Og
den, in the Territory of Utah, immediately or ultimately. But the provisions of 
this act shall only apply to such portions of said road us shall be constructed from a 
point North of an E«st and West line running through the town of Franklin, but 
if said persons association or corporation shall not construct —id railroad from Og
den to Franklin, they shall obtain possession of and attach to the road nerem pro
vided for, and as a part thereof the Utah Northern Railroad; aod the same shall be 
operated from —id northern terminus in Montana to Ogden — a single road, and 
with only one rate of freight for each class of freight transported on the entire line 
of —id railroad. The parties named in section 1 of this act, or any five of them, 
may for the purpose ol constructing —id road, organise themselves into a body cor
porate ander any laws of the United States thereto authorizing them, or they may 
sign and acknowledge the certificate required by section one of an act of the Legr*- 
•alive Assembly of the Territory of Montana, entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for Hi«, 
formation of railroad corporations in the Territory of Montana,* passed in 1873, 
before any officer in —id act mentioned, or before any person in any other State or 
Territory of the United Suites commissioned by the laws of this Territory as com
missioner of deeds in each State or Territory, and upon filing the —me — is In —id 
act provided, —id corporation shall be a body corporate thereunder, and may pro
ceed to construct and operate said road. , . . .  _____.

Sec. 13 The commissioners named in this act shall make their report, ana 
take and snbscribe their oath thereto within the limits of this Territory, and if the 
same is false they shall be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall be 
punished as is provided by law thereior. . . . .  . . . . . .  .. _  .

Sec. 14. That nothing herein contained shall be construed to inhibit the Terri
tory from causing ad valorem taxes to be levied upon tha property of said railroad 
company within —id Territory as taxes are levied upon other property in th s Ter- 
tory. But all taxes so levied shall be paid by —id railroad corporation into the Ter
ritorial Treasure and no portion thereof shall belong to ln 8a ~
lory, anything iu the laws now iu force to the contrary notwithstanding, and the 
said taxes shall be set aside and constitute a fund for the payment .̂ *eJnferest
ai d principal upon the bonds authorized to be issued under the provisions ̂ ofthw 
act, as the —me shall becoiua due and payable. T he taxes upon said road shall be 
ad valorem taxes, and they shall be assessed and levied by the —me officers as other 
taxes are by law levied and assessed; but they sliall be kept separate and 
from the other laxes, and shall be reported by the county I n m m  of the several 
counties, iu which such property ot said road may be situated, to lh e  Ireatorer of 
ibe Territory, and shall be paid into the Territorial Treasury. That thep^rsons, 
cumpany or corporation receiving Ui# iiereiu grauied, shjül innke tn  y  -  
ports ot all ores aad bullion transported on —id road, and the n 'm esof thec”°*
signors tnereof, and ol ibe numoer of passengers transported thereon, and tha 
gross receipts arisiog trom such ores, bullion ud passenger traffic, and shall in the 
succeeding montli pay into the Territorial Treasury one-tweltth ol «he gross re
ceipts arising from the transportation cl said ores and bullion, and one twenty-fifth 
ot the gross proceeds trom such passenger traffic and the same shall be set aside to 
pay the interest on the bonds herein authorized to be issue.«, aud to constitute a
aii.king fond tor the ultimate payment o f —id bonds.

tec. 15 The County Commissioners of the —veral counties shall give uot.ee 
of the election herein provided lor, by publication in one or more “**•****”  P o 
lished witbin such county, at least teu days before such election or if uo newspaper 
be publish«, d therein, the tame shall be published in one 
published in the Territory, most likely to give R«e»{
Mod thev shall at tbeir March — ton, 1877, or if not then, they shall 
convene ̂ forthwith thereafter, and they or a majority of them shall cwuse pro
per poll books to be distributed, and provide for the bolding of such elecoou, bat 
tne failure of ibe County Commissioners in say county or counties to give said 
notice shall not be held to invalidate the —id election, but the —me is hereby ap
pointed io be held on the 10th day of April. 1877, between the hounof 8 oclock a. 
iu and 6 o’clock p. in., and all general and special laws apphcable to the conduct 
uf general elections, not inconsistent herewith, shall be applicable thereto.

Sec. 16 The votes that wv u  ai upon the proposition herein contained, after 
abstracts of th e -m e  shall have ' en made by the County Commissionera o t tha 
several counties, and such abstracts shall have been forwarded to the Auditor — 
afor. - id ,  shall be canvassed in the -m em anner that the vote for Delegate to Con- 
a re -  is canvassed under the existing laws. Those votes cast which read, “ Xmth 
and 8outb Railroad Aid-Yes,”  shall be held and interpreted to be an approval of 
ttiis act: and ihose votes wbicii read, “ North and South Railroad Aid—No* shall 
be held and deemed to be a disapproval of this act, and the —id votes cast thereon 
shall be counted aud canvassed accordingly.

Sec 17 At the election herein provided for the ballots or voles shall contain 
the w ords,N orth  and 8«.oU. Railroad A id -Y t ;’’ or “ North aud South Railroad 
Aid—No ”  ’’ and th e —me rules, regulations, liabilities and penalties presented 
tor the conduct of other elections, and liability of officers thereof, and electors 
within this Territory, shall be observed and enforced at the election herein provided 
far- and the iudges at auch election aball iruly certily and forward the result cf such 
eketfon, \ogethw-with the poll books and ballots socast. to the Board of Gounty 
Commissionen to tlie county sea», ot said county, within two days after »be -m e  
shall have been counted and certified; and the County Commi—loners shall, within 
tan davs thereafter, forward a correct abstract of the votes cast on said proposition 
at such electon to Ibe Aucltor of the Territorv, and upon the failure upon tha part 
of any officer or officers hereto named to perform the duties prescribed by fois act 
he or they shall be deemed guilty ol a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, 
aiaU forfeit and pay a fine of not less than $5,000, nor exceeding $10,000, and be
itnnriaoned in the county iad not leu than six nor more than ten mor.'.hs. . ,imprnmned in the^county ja ^  ^  cJut upun ine question hereuy submitted
•hall twin anpro va/vfthU act. ta the manner and form provided in sections 16 and 
17 it shall be ibe duly of ibe Governor of the Territory to sDnoonoeeuch fact by 
nriiH •  mat io u to be DUbiisbed in one ot more newspapers published In the Territory, 
PÂ ^ ^ î r d l h l s T t  shall be a contract of binding force upon the Territory 
0? Mon?rai S ^ . o  uVm .he corporation or suocia-ion of individual, accepting 
toe sambas Kreta provided, for the fulfillment of which contract, in every par- 
tivnUrma Ra the good faith and credit of the people of Montana Territory it

p,ed£*!- 19 TL. t io c a -  this act shall be ratified and cot firmed by the electors of 
ihU 'IVriilorv in the manner herd!« provided, and the —id persons or corporations 
lhall »lanifv^U or tbeir scceplane« uf Ibe term, ol this act as herein provided, the 
^ r o f Ä m n o r p r t ^ . ^  contract a.«d folly eqnl^ with all n e c r a ^  
Miline stock at least one hundred miles of the said road, before the first day of 
?  * » n  i«78' and In ca— of failure to do — t !l rights of such corporation
under the provtsions’of this act shall be d«emed and held forfeited, and It shall have 
î!nUfortberPcîsim upon this Territory for any bonds herein provided for, andjf any

°  ___•hull thereafter flap— wtthool one hundred additional miles thereof shall
E  c iS S lS S  i ^ n i p S S T o r  if the «aid road shall not be wholly completed to 
iuM?ih*to terndBos betore January 1st. 1881. then and in »bat c a -  the Territory 
ItLlTbe absolved from all liability to deliver —id hoods not delivered at the time 
£ S  foilureatadl takepbee. and - id  time limited shall be deemed of the esience of

lbte|oc.t 201, Any county or incorporated city desiring to bndge, grade or fur- 
ntati dM for a branch or extention of said road may,by the duly qualified electon 
nn-mrf contribute thereto upon tho proposition nnd conditional contract entered 

not excreting $2,0.0 per mile of the distance, which contract shell bo
Tf f f S j  " 'c o n o n u i  d , ,  u d  b , C o « lj

ÎWmiLtoners if of a emuty. which contracta shall be of ao validity onto- ratified 
fotim manaer*provided by such oonodl or Board of County CommMaucra by tha 
L t - r iT ïm Ï Ï « t j  or eouaty. and tha method of st-h submission shd , -  B -r  as 

ïnraciicsbli. ha the sa m t-  la provided la thta act for the submission hereof, 
3 ^  « T « « ! tied ion u  U k«»ta y jfU te « n *  a i t , .  Uw«
?ü.■it«-««hi« nr general rlnrtitms shall he— applicable to election ofl—n  of au taeor- 
SSfltod^dty ? T to  aoounty on suchdoctioas -  they aretoayeeerai election 
£fo ïï2d . aed all the penalti« and resUictkms thereby imp—ed shaU be applicable

10 I t .  » - I .  I .  IM (OTHOI.« FrorMw i.l, IM. m* urn-
• • le a se d  made upon the hypothesis aod pnoumpttan that tha dtatano# belw—•  
rn n M h w n  orFnmklin toa point wlthioS miknof the & J 3 g £ S
Zuehaforssaid and lo the aaid town of Helena by tho mod t j » d t practicable

___a  «X. ___1J J t . . ___skua« tiara nm llaa  rairanmsl ira é m

•  *


