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California is ?Us .tlies in ka~lgtband shout
200 in width. It has an area of 188,08G
aqare miles, equal ia extent to ten of the
mnailer Eastern State. Tbo formation of
tbhle contry is strange and varied. Mona-
tains the most steep and barren ; vales the
most fertile and beautiful; de•rtL the most
sterile; spacious bays; magnlcent rive*,
broad prairies and pcturesque lakes abound
in sUi parts of the btae.
* SOIL AMID cLIWATI.

The soil and climate are eminently adapt.
ed to the growth of all the various kinds of
fruits and vegetables. The hardier fruits
succeed well in all parts of the State, and
along the southern coast oranges. lemons,
figs. pineapples, andotbhe spedCsof tropical
fruits are raised. The soil and climate seem
to be well adapted to the cultuire of the grape
and the manufacture of wine. Three hun.
dred varieties of grapes have alnready been
cultivated; anong which are thel choicest
wine-producing grapes of Europe. The
vine in Calirornia is notsubject totheodlum
or grape disease, frequently o destructive
in other countries, nor is it liable to mildew.
The vineyards seldom or never yield less
than 1.000 pounds rer acre, and 9t•00pounds
have been produced. The crops are regular
every year and as there are neither severe
frosts nor hail, from thebuddingof the vinci
until the grape is gathered, they are not lia-
ble to the accidents and dmwbacks attend-
ing them in other places. The number of
vines planted in vineyards in this State is
over 80,000,000.

acrlav.

California has the most beautiftul and pc-
turerque scenery of any State in the Union,
and can cmnpare with the rugged mountains
of Switxer.and thebeautiful landscape views
of Southern Italy, and the barren wastes of
Northern Russia. The most lovely spot
which one can visit is the Yosemite Valley.
This valley is a dell of matchless cliffs and
cascades, with more scenes of grandeur and
beauty than can be found in any other part
of the world. Shut in closely b perpen-
dicular walls of rock, from 2,000 to 4,000
feet in height, it has, within a radius of five
miles, five cascades, one of which is 2.000
feet high. Across from the Yosemite Falls,
on the southern side of the valley, is the
Pyramid Rock, so named from its resem.
blnce to the famous Egyptian pyramids.
At the head of the valley is abeautiful sheet
of water, called "Mirnr Lake," which cov-
ea about 12 acres. The northern side of
this lake washes the footof the North Dome.
a huge rugged mountain of rock crowned
with a dome-like knob, 8,080 tlet high; and
near the southern edge of the lake is the
South Dome, a still higher mountain, tow-
ering above all the peaks in the vicinity. The
next great wonder is the "UBig 'rees." These
mammoth productions of nature are situated
in Mariposa county, and form a grove of
427 trees. The largest of these are 30 feet
in diameter, and 380 feet in height. Stran-
gern, in visiting the State. seldom lose an

pportunity to see the famous " Geysers."
•ey are situated in the northern part of
Sonoma county, in the middle of a ravine,
around which the action of volcanic erup-
tions have left their indelible marks. The
drive from Foss' Station across the " Hog's
Back" is one of the most exhilerating and
grand rides that it is possible to enjoy. The
chief features of the (eyemrsare the "Steam
Pipes," "The Devil's Punch Bowl," or
"The Witches Cauldron," and the " Indian
Baths." The first of these derive their
names from an orifice about ten inches in
diameter, in the hill-side, from which arises
a large volume of steam from a height vary-
ing trom 100 to 180 feet. The DeviPs Punch
Bowl is a large hole, six and a half feet
across, in the hill-side. The liquid in the
cauldron is black and thick, having a strik-
ing resemblance to coal tar. It is always
beiling, and the vapor from it deposits black
bowers of sulphur on the rnwksaround. The
indian Baths are certitlied to be a sure cure
for all the ills that fiesh Is heir to. and inva-
lids from all parts of the world visit the
Geysers to try their healing qualitites.

AGKU t' LUVRAL.

Of the 40,000,000 acresof land in the State
only 1,000.000 are cultivated, and of the re-
mainln 89,000,000 ono-fourth has a very
thin soi, or not fertile because of the pres.
ence of alkaline sulstances; one-half is too
remote from market, even where the soil is

ood, and the remalnderlsowned by persons
who bhold It only for speculation. The larg-
est tracts of tillable land in the northern part
of the State s the Scott•nd Shasta valleys,
each about thirty-five miles long and seven
wide. They are at an elevation of nearly
4,000 feet above the level of the sea. The
agricultural land of the Sacramento Valley
comprise 8,000,000 acres or S0,000 square
miles. The general soil is a sandy loam,
which produces large crops of wheat, barley

and oats without irrigation. The bottom
lands along the Feather river are far richer
than those on the banks of the Sacramento.
SBx-tenths of the whole tillable land in the
State are used for the growing of wheat,
barle and usts. As a fruit-growlng State,
California stands at the head. In nopart
of the world do fruit trees grow so rapidly,'
bear so regularly and so abundantly and
produce such large sud flruit.

The chet iloaustry of the State has been,
and Is, mining. From the mines almost

every known mineral substance is procured,
such as gold, silver, copper, quicksilver, coal.
tinand enad. The snnual yield of the old
mies is over $40.000,000, while the quick.
ilver amine average about •,800i000. In

Calersas county,' thirty•*ve mifks' .•rom
Stockton, are mines of carbonate and sul
phuret of copper. Durina the At three
months of 1861 400 tons or oe were take
tnW of the mesi being shipped
tob pmtn staroer
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and estabished a separate empire. When
the news reaced Calif rnal the Governor
took the oath of allegiance to the Mexian
Empire, and the severance of Cllfornia
from Spain was effected without a streaue.
On the d of July, 1846, Commodore BlSt
arrived. In the Unitd States frigate Savan-
nab, at Monterey, and fve days after bhe
hoisted the Stars and Stripes over the city.
A proclamation was then read, in spanish
and English, declaring Californal benc-
forth a portion of the United States. On
the 15th or July, 1846, Commodore Stock.
ton arrived at l]onteay on the United States
frigate Congress. Commodore Sloat theb
returned Est, leaviugCommodore 8tockton
in command. Onlte 7th of January, Com-
modore Stockton, with 00 men, repaused
1.O00 Mexicans near Los Angeles, and three
days afterwards raised the Stars and Stripes
over that town. On January 18th, a tasty
was drawn up, signed by Major P. B Besc-(
Ing, Captain Louis McLane and Colonel W.
II. tussell foa the Americans, and Jose An-
tnalo Carrillo and Augustin Oliviera for the
Californians, which was approved by FrP-
mont, Military Commandant of California,
and by Andres Pico, Commandantof Squad.
son and Chief of the National Forces of
California. By this treaty the Americans
agreed to protect the life and property of
Californian or Mexican ofilcersand privates,
whctber they took up arms while on parole
or otherwise All paroles were canceled and
their conditions annulled and all prisoners
of both parties released. And so the war
was ended

aBot s ran AsJUc.
On the 28th day of February, 1840, the

steamship California, the first that bad ever
passed through the Golden Gate, arrived in
the harlbr and laded her passengers at the
foot of Telegraph lii. On the 5th of April,
1838, the first chikl was born in Yerba Bu-
ena, Rosalie Leese, whose father was the
first American merchant and her mother a
sisterof General Vallejo. In January, 1847,
San Prancisco had a populaton of 800. By
the middle of March, 1848. the population
amounted to 850, and on the 8d of the fol-
lowing month the first school was opened.
On September 9th, 1840, the population was
estimated at 2.000, while to day it exceeds
150,000 inhabitants, an example which had
never been set by any city in the world. On
th•e morning of the 24th of September, 1840,
a fire broke out in Dennison's Exchange, a

nambling saloon on the south side of the
Plaza, and property to the value of over a
nillion dollars was destroyed. On the 4thof May, 1851, a fire broke out near the same
site and destroyed three millionsqg property.
In ten days after the burnt district was re-
built, but on the 4th of the following month
manother fire broke out, destroying pr rtyvalued at four millions of dolmers. To-day,
the eighteenth anniversary of the admission
of the State into the Union, the city of San
Francisco holds a mighty and enviable posi-
tion among the commercial cities of the
world. Seated by the sea, midway between
Europe and Asia, on the road that Atlantic
sails most naturally take to reach China and
Japan, with a harbor unsurpassed by any in
the world; connected with the East by agigantic belt of iron, and to the Westbythe
mnanificent ocean steamers, which theener-
gy and enterprise of our citizens has placedIn these waters, it requires no enthusiasm tomake the dullest inquirer of her destiny an-
ticipate a wonderful future for San Francis-
co, and onsequently to the whole State ofCalifornia,
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drat requesee.
O'Connell was amazingly powerful at

times; but one of his most effective displays
was a silent reply to a youthful member,
who had made an attack upon him that was
quite unique. The almost breathless assail-
ant was so much frightened at his own au-
dacity that, after a few stammering senten-
ces, he broke down, and making various
wild and voiceless gestures, tumbled upon
his seat amid a chaos of sounds. The shout-
ing having subsided, the great Agitator rose
and looking at the greatly agitated member
with so comic a smile that uproarous lkutb-
ter was the result; then shaking his head as
much as to say, "The poor fellow has quite
nough," lie turned quietly to the speaker

and began to to talk ablout "something
else." Better acting was never seen on any
stage.

Parxc AaTHun.-A IHalifax correspond-
ent describes the Prince: A tall, lithsone
figure; a head not too large; fair, smooth
Saxon hair; forehead narrow between the
temples, but not weak; light blue eyes;
nose decidedly acquiline; a fine, sensitive
mouth, smiling and showing glimpses of
pearly teeth; a rather well-formed chin;
soft side whiskers; the whole ph y
frank and pleasant, but not abands and
reminding everybody of the face of the
Prince of Wam whea be arrived hereat the
sace age. This was PriLce Arthur, minus
-an aaouat of. his astine The latter con-
sisted of an exquisite black silk tile, which
he held bewitchingly in his left hand; adark
blue double-brestud coat, with a marrow
black-velvet collar, buttoned acro his
chest; a linnen "standing" llar, of the
latest London cut; a dmtaltl kercef,eov-
ering the bosom, and confined bya goklde
pin; trousers of a gray and black mixture

and boots fitting perfectly to his feet ok
which any dandy might be proud.
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