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Tennesseo’'s Partnor,
FProm the Orerisnd Moothly.,

. 1 do not think that we ever knew his real
mame. Our ignorance of it certainly never
gave us any socisl inconvenience, for at
Bandy Bar in 1804 most men were christen:
od anew. Some times these appelintives
were derlved from some distinctiveness of
dress, as In the case of *Dungaree Jack,” or
from some peculiarity of habit, as shown in
*‘Baleratus Bill," o0 called from an undue
proportion of that chemical in his daily

; or from some infelicitous alip, us
exbibited in “The Iron Pirate,” & mild, in-
offensive man, who earned that bhaleful title
by lis unfortunate promuncistion of the
term “‘lron pyrites.” Perhiaps thismay have
been the beginning of & rude hernldry, but
I am constrained to think that it was because
& man’s real name, in that day, rested solely
upon his own unsupported statement. **Call
yourself Clifford, do you ?" Baid Boston, ad-
dressing o timid new comer with infinite
scorn; “‘hell is full of such Cliffords " He
then introduced the unfortunate man, whose
name happened to be really Clifford, ns " Jay-
bint Charley,” an unballowed inspiration of
the moment that clung to Lim ever after.

But o return to Tenncssec's Partner,
whom we never knew by any other than this
relative titte. That he had ever existed as a
scparste and distinct individuality we oLly
learned later. It scoms that in 1853 he Jeft
Poker Flat 1o go to San Francisco, oatensi-
bly to procure a wife, Hec never got any
farther than Stockton. At that place he
was attracied by n young person who walled
upon the table where he took his micals.
One moming he mid something to her which
cansed her to smile not unkindly, to some-
what coquettishly break a plate of toast over
his upturned, serious, simple face, and re-
treat to the kitchen, He followed her, and
emerged a few moments later, covered with
more toast and vietory. That day week they
werc married by e Justico of the Peace, and
returned lo Poker Flat. I am awarc that
something more might be male of this epi-
aode, but I prefer to tell it as it was current
ot Bandy Bar—in the gulches sod bar-rooma
—where all sentiment was modified by »
strong sense of humor. .

Of their magried felicity but little Is known,
perbaps for the remson that Tenncesee, then
living with his partner, one day took occa-
sion o say something to the Lride on his
own account, at which, it is sald, she smiled
not unkindly, and chastely retreated—this
time as far as Marysville, where Tennessce
followed her and where thicy went to house-
kecping without the aid of & Justice of the
Peace. Tennessee’s Partner took the loss
of his wife simply and scriously, as was his
fashion. But, to everybody's surprise, when
Tenncasee one day returned from Marysville
without his partner’s wife—she havieg
smiled and retresled with somebody clse—
Tenncssoe's Partver was the first man to
shake his band and greet him with affection.
The boys who had gatherad in the canyon lo
see the shosting, were naturslly indignant,
Thelr indignation might have found vent in
sarcasin but for a certain look in Tennecsse's
Partner’s eye that indicated a lack of hu-
morous sppreciation. In fact, he was a
grave man, with a steady application to
practical detall which was unpleasant in s
difficulty.

Meanwhilo s popular fecling against Ten-
ncssee bad grown up on the Bar. He was
koowa (o be a gambler—he was suspected
to be a thief. In these suspicions Tenncs-
sce's Pariner was cqually compromised ; bis
continued Intimacy with Tennessce after
the affuir above quoted could only be ac-
eounted for on the hypothesis of & copart-
nership of crime, At last Tennessec's guilt
hecame flagraut. One day he overtook a
strangoer on his way to Red Dog. The stran-
gér allerward related that Tenncisce be-
guiled bim with intercsting ancedote and in-
cldent, but illogically concluded the inter.
view in the following words: ‘And now,
young masn, I'li trouble pwu for your knife,
your pistols, and your money. You see

* your weppings might get you into trouble
in Red Dog, and your money's a temptation
to the evilly-disposed. 1 think you said
your address was Ban Francisco. I sball
endcavor to call” It may stated here that
Tennessce had & fine flow of humor, which
no busincss pre-occupation could wholly
subdue, !

This exploit was his lsst, Red Dog and
Sandy Bar madc common canse sgainet the
highwayman. Tennessce waa honted In
very much the same fashion as his prototype
—the griesly. As the twila ckwed around
him, be made & desperate dash through the
bar, emptying his revolver at the erowd be
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obliged to justity, in thelr verdict, the pre-
vious irvegulnrities of nrrest snd indictmant.
The law of Sandy Bar wes iinplacable, bat
not vengeful The excitement and personsl
feeling of the chage were over, With Ten-
ncesee sufe in thelr hands, they were ready
1o listen patiently 10 any defense, which
they were slready satisfled was insufiicient.
There being no doobt In their own minds,
they were willing to give the prisoner the
benefit of any that might exist. Securein
the hypothesis that be ought 1o be banged
on genecral principles, they indulged him
with more latitude of defence than his reck-
less hardibood scemed to ask. The judge
appesred to be more anxious than the
prisoner, who, otherwise unconcerned, evi-
dently took a grim pleasure in the responsi-
Lility he had crested. I don’t take any
hand in this yer game," hind been his invari-
able, but good humored, reply to all ques-
tions. The judge. who was nlwo his cnptor,
a moment vagucly regretted that he had not
shot bim *‘on sight” that moming, but pre-
sently dismissed this human weskness ns
unworthy of the judicisl mind. Neverthe-
Jess, when there was s fap at the door, and
it was said that Tennessee's Partner was
there on bebalf uf the prisoner, he was ad-
mitted st once without question. Perhaps
the younger members of the jury, to whom
the proceedings were becoming wksomely
thoughtful, hailed him as n relief.

For be was not, cortainly, an imposing
figure. S8hort and stout, with s square face,
sunburned into a preternatural redness, clad
in » Joose duck * jumper,” and trousers
stroaked and splashed with red sofl, his as-
pect under any circnmstances would have
been quaint, and was now even ridicnlous,

As he stooped to depoait at his feet a hea-

vy carpei-bag he was carrying, it became
olwions from partially developed legends
and inscriptions, that the material with
which his trouscrs had Leen patched had
been originelly intended for a lesa ambitious
covering. Yet he advanced with great
gravity, and, after having shaken 1the
hand of each person in the room with lahor-
ed cordiality, he wiped his scrions, porplex-
ed fuce on ared bandana handkerchief, a
shade lighter than his complexion, lald his
powerful hand on the table to steady him-
self. and thuz addressed the judge:
“I was passin’ by," he bogan, by way of
apology, “and 1 thought I'd just step in and
see how things was gittin’ on with Tennes-
see thar—my pardner. It'sa hot night. I
disremember any such weather before on
the Bar."

He paused s moment, but nobady volun-
tecring any other metcorological recollec-
tion, he ngain had recourse to his pocket
handkerchief, and for some moments mop-
ped his face diligently.

“Jlave you anything to ray In behalf of
the prisoncr ¥ sald the Judge, finally.

“T'het’s it,” said Tennecssee's Partner, ina
tone of relief, *‘I come here as Tenncasec™s
pardner—knowing him nigh on to four year
off and on, wet and dry, in luck and out o'
luck, Iis ways ain't allers my ways, but
thar ain’t any pin'ts in that young man—
thar ain't any liveliness as he's been up to—
as I don't know. As you sez to me, sez you,
confldential-like, and between man and
man—sez you, ‘Do you know anything in
his behalf ¥ And I sez to you, sez I—confi-
dential-like, as between man and man—what

‘should a man know of his pardner?”

“Is this all you have to say®" asked the
Judge, impatiently, feeling, perhaps, that
a dangerous sympathy of humor was begin.
ning 10 humanize the Court.

*“Thet's eo,” continued Tennessee's Part-
ner. “It ain't for me to eay anything agin'
himm. And pow, what's the case? Here's
Tennessoe wants money, wants it bad, and
doesn’t like to ask. it of hisold pardner,
Well, what does be do? e lays {or a stran-
ger, and he fetches that stranger.  And you
‘ays for Aim, and you frtclics Aim; and the
honors Is easy. Aud I putil to you—leln'
» fair-minded man—and the gentlem»n, all,
a8 fair-minded men, if this isn't s0 ¥

“‘Prisoner,” sald the Judge, inilerrupting.
“have you any questions to ask this mun

*No, no,” continuned Tcnnessse's Partner,
bastily, “I play this yer hand alowe! To
come down to the bed-rock, it’s jost this: —
Tennessee, thar, has played it purty rough
and expensive-like on a stranger and on thip
yercamp. And now, what's the fair thing?
Soms would say more; somo wounld sayless.
Here's seventeen hundred dollars in conrse
gold and & watch—it's sbout all my pile—
und eull It square!” And before a hahd
counld be raised to prevent him, he had emp-
tied the contents of tho carpet-bag on the
table.

For a momanit biis Tife -wad ‘In’ JeoPardy.
One or two men sprang to their feet, several
bands groped for hidden weapons, and a
suggestion to “throw Lim from the window”
was only over-ridden by a gesture from the
‘Juige. Tenncwen Jaughed, ' Avd,: spper-
ently oblivious of the excitemint, Tennes-
soe's Purtner improved the opporiunity
mop his face again with his bandkerchief]

When order was restored, and the man
was mads to Wnderstand, by wse of -forcible
figures and rhetoric, that Tenneascc’s of:
fens® ®ould not bs pariomed by mere

swayed the tribunal, and wis perplezed
with the idsa that be had not offered enoagh.
Then he turned to the Judgs, snd saying,

]'uy who folt Abrmaciven W0 .9pme sxtest

“This yer is & lone band. played slone, and

o e

mythical personege any wavering determin-
stion 'of Tennctoeo's fote; and ot ®hé bredk
of day he was marched, closely guseded, to
mettitat the idpof Marleys Hill .

How he mot it, bow cool bs wea, how he
refused to s8y anyibing, how weré
the arrarigements of the cominsties, were all
duly reportod--with the addition of 3 warn-
ing moral and example to all, futurs gvilk
doers—in the Tiad Dog' (Rarion by its editér,
who was presont, and %o whose vigorous
Enghish L cheerfully refer the reader. Bub
tlie beauty of thas tidsutemer mornfng, the
Llessed amity of earth, and air, and sky, the
swekened life of the fres woods and_hills,
the joyous renewal and promise of Nature,
and sbove all, the influits Serenity that
thrilled throngh esck, was not reported, sa
not being & portion of the social lesson,
And yet, when the weak and foolish™ deed
was done, avnd a life, with 1ts possibilitics
and responsibilities, had plnedf out, of the
wisshapen thing that dangled between earth
and sky, the birds sang, the flowers bloom-
ed, the sun shone, a3 cheerily ssbefore; nod
pomibly the Red Dog Clgrion waa right.

Tennesscu's Partner was not in the group
that surrounded the ominous tree. But s
they turned to disperse, atiention was drawn
t the singnlar appearance of 2’ motfoniess
donkey-cart halted st the side of the road.
As they approached, they at once recognized
the venerable “‘jenny” and the two-wheeled
cart s tho property of Tennesses's Partner
—used by himin carrying dirt from his claing
and a few paces distanf, thé owner ‘of the
equippage himself, sitting under a buck-eye
tree, wiping the perapiration from his glow-
ing fuce. In answer lo an inquiry, he maid
he had come for the body of the *‘discased,”
“if it was all the samo to the committec.”
He didn't wish “to hurry saything;” he
could “wait.” He was not working that
day, and when the gentlemen were done
with the “‘discased” be would take him. “'Ef
thar ls any prescni,” bo added, in his sim:
ple, serious way, ‘‘as would care to )ine the
fun’l, they kin come.” Perhaps it was from
a sense of humor, which [ have already in-
timated was a feature of Sandy Bar; per-
haps it was from something even better than
thet; but two-thirds of the Joungers accept-
el the invitation at once.

It was poon when the body of Tennescee
was delivered into the hauds of his partoer.
As the cartdrew upto thefatal tree, we notic-
ed that it conlainud s rough,oblong box—ap-
parently made from s section of sluicing—
half filled with bark and the tasscls of pine.
The cart was farther decorated with willow
and made fragrant with buckcye blossoms,
When the body was deposited in the box,
Tennessee’s Partner drew over It a picce of
tarred canvauss, and gravely mounting the
narrow seat in front with his feet upon the
shafls, urged the little "donkey forwand.
The equipage moved slowly on, st that de-
corus pace which was habitual with ‘jenny’
even under lese sulemn circumstances. The
men, half cariously, balf jestingly, but sl
good-humoredly, strolled along beside the
cart; some In advance, some a little in the
reas of thebomely catafalque. But, whether
from the narrowing of the rond or some
present semse of decorum, as the cart passed
on, the company fell to the rear in couples,
keeping step and otherwise assuming the
external show of a formal procession, Jack
Folinsbee, who had at the outset played a
funeral marcli in'domb show npon an im-
aginary tromlone, desisted, from a lack of
sympathy and appreciation—not having per-
baps your true humorist's capacity to be
conlent with the enjoyment of his own fun,

The way led through Griszly canyon—by
this time clothed in funeral drapery snd
shadows. The redwoods, barying their
moccasined foet in the red soil, stood in In.
dian file along the track, trailing an nnconth
benediction from their bendisg bonghs npen
the passing bier. A hare, surprised Iato
Lelpless innctivity, sat upright aad pulsating
In th? ferns by the rondside, as the corfege
went by, Bquirrels hastened to gain a se-
cure outlook from higher boughs, and the
bivelays, spreading their wings, futtered
before them like outriders, until the out.
skirts of Bandy Bar were reached, and the
solliary eabin of Tenncwee's Partner.

Viewed under more favorabie circumatan-

The unpicturesque site, the rude and un-
lovely outlines, the unda¥ory detatls, which
distinguish the nest-building of the Califor.
nis miner, were all here, with the dreariness
of decay superadded. A few paces Irom
the cabin there wasrh Fough enclossire, which
in tho brief days of Tennessce's Pariners
matrimonial felicity, had been used as &
garden, but was now overgrown whh fefn,
find that what we bad taken for;s rocent
attempt at cylti , Wwas tbe broken soil
shou no;zi'ri'x' ol
The cart was balted before the enclosure;
and, rejecting the offors of seslslance with
the samie sir of simple, seif-rellance by had
displeyed 1 b, lenneese !
a0 6 FOGGA tofh o I DAY sod do-
posited ‘1, unaldid, within the shallow
served as & lid, and mounting the little
mound of carth besjde It, took off his hat
and slowly mopped ‘his face with his band-

. [ Rerchief’ ° This ‘the: chowid’ felt war s fro-
. | liminary to ¢ sposch, sad they disposed |

varionsly o stainpe and bould-
#rs, and et expsciant, '
__“wrooi - ball” begin ‘Tensdisids Part-
‘ner, slowly, “has boon runnin’ fres all day,
7hiat's ‘the matural thing for hite 6" dot

condition to go home, what can his best
friend do? Why, bring -him home! And

w %ed up o fra q‘;ﬂns,

tupsibla~dreny. Aaabis the mind of thet | Resiagieg

ces, it wounld not baye been a cheerfal place. |

rabbed | tsmmeadily tu hisslsbre, snd went
om: “It aln't the first time I've packed him

his work
shovel upon his kness snd his face
in his red bundans’ handkerchief, But It
was argued by others that you  cosidn’t tall
bis face frot bis handkerchie! at that dle-
tance ; and this point remsained undecided.
In the reaction that followed the feverith
excitement of that day, Tennesses's Purtner
was hot forgotien, " A secret Investigation
had cleared him of any compliciiy In Tem-
nessee’s guilt, and left caly a swspiclon of
his genorel sanity. Bandy Bir made s point

uncoath, bat well-mesnt kindnceses. Bt
from that duy his rude bealth and great
strength soemad to visibly decline; and when
the rainy scason fairly set in, and fhe tiny
Fgvese bindes were beginwing to peep from
the rocky moand above Tennesses's ghave,
ke took to his bed,

One night, when the pimes beshis the cab-
In were swaying in the storm, -and traillng
thelr slender fingers over the roof, and the
roar and rush of the swollen river were
heard below, Tennewee's Partner Mfted his
head ‘from the plilow, saying: *“Ivs time 10
go for Tennessee; I must put *‘Jinney’ in
the cart;” and would have rissn from his
bed but for the restraint of attendant,
Btruggling, he still parsued hia singular
favey: * “There, now—steady, *Jinney'—
steady, old girl. How dark it is! Look oul
for the ruts—and look out fur him, too, old
gal. Bometimes, you know, when he's blind
drunk, he drops down right in the tril,
Keep on straignt up to the pine on top of
the bill. -Ther—I told you so!--thar he is
—coming this way, too—all by himself, so
ber, and bis face a-shining. ‘Tenmessee!—
Pardoer ™

And 20 they met.
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