
IN A FIRE BALLOON.
THE SENSATIONS EXPERIENCED BY
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T THIS time ev-
/ ery year tie maln-
agers of county
fairs and circuses
mI nay be sure that
Sth ey will receive
letters with gor-
goons printed
headings, togeth-
er with litho-
-graphed posters
exhibiting men
and ,wouien in

tights in the act
of plunging from
a height. These

indicate that the balloon season has ar-
rived and that the 'aerhnaut and para-
chutist is preparing for his season's
work. -owever ilulch romance there
may appear in lballouoning, it is nt hing
less than a trade, and a dliftiilt ione. r(e-
quiring long years of training and cxpe-
rience for its mastery.

In the first place it difTers ftr nt tiher
occupations in its constallt exc itensull,
To the aeronlaut each ascellt Ii•siti- a
fresh danger, and it is on this ceounit.
perhaps, that comparatively few engage
in it.

Few people who witness it balloon as-
cension comprehend its fascinaitions. its
perils or its methods, and only lthse
Who have made the trip into the clouds
can accurately describe its accompany-
ing sensations. Professor 1 artinser
MbuKim, all aeronlaut of experienlce, i .i \y.es
it as his opinion that the scrn.autl lives
a lifetime in the few brief nis'mint:s of
his voyage. To those interested in
aerial iavigation ai descripti 'n of the
airship is necessary. The smatierial eml-
ployed in the construction coisists of
a superior quality of sheecting, the
lbreadths being stitched together firmly,
with the edges felled. The averag-e
balloon being 150 feet in circumference
and 75 feet in height requires 800 ,or
more yards of clo'th. .At the month of
the balloon ai hoop the size of ai wagon
wheel and made o(f wood is attached to
keep the Umoutih open while the hot ail
is being forced into it, and this orifice
remains open during the ascension. The
inside of the fire tallosn is coated with sa
sizing .,f glue. whiting, allum and other
inoncolnustibles, as ai precaution aga:inst
sparks. which, with the hot air, arise
frequently to a height of thirty feet
during the inflation.

On being released, the balloon rises at
first slowly until at al:sot ia height of
fifty feet, when its velocity is st the rate
of forty-five miles an hour. At the ex-
piration of two minutes the lasloun his
attained an altitude of a mile iand a
half: then it colnnlnce's to sail with tl:-
air current which strikes it. This drift-
ing about continues fur i period of foulr
minutes. when the escaping hot air
causes ai gradual shlrinling of lthe 1al-
loon and its consequent descent. The0
unique sensations of the aeronault ibegin
with thIe umoment lie monsts the tra 'p,.z
bar attachedl to the luasllen. iraslping
the ropes, the feeling is much like tlhat
of being seated in a swing. For the first
1l)00 feet there is a realization of the
ascent; objects bliow sppear smaller aind
snlmaller until gradlually 1hey fade from
view. At a height of 201) feet the air,
rushing past with trementdous velocity,
gives one the impression of Is;sllin~g iut
of the car window of a limited express,
the soulnds of earth die away in a ntir-
mur, and it is then tihat tlhe allhoon
seems stationary, the earth falling away
frosmt it.

Looking downward from the height,
all surfaces appear level, mointaiiis and
valleys are alike and the world lonks as
if spread out and flattened by a rolling
pin. Roads and rivers resolve them-
selves into narrow ribbons; forests,
fields and meadows are clumnp cf green,
red and black, with green as the dom-
inant color. At two miles earth is hlst
to view. as in a fog. Presently the bal-
loon begins to sail, driven by in air cur-
rent. There is now no apparent inotion.
The aeronaut experiences a feeling of
oppression, the air, deprived of its vital
principle, exhausts at each inspiration;
ringing sounds are heard in ears, and
one can, so to speak, hear the stillness.
The breath comes in quick, successive
gasps that do not satisfy the lungs. It
is like going to one's death.
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INFLATING THE BALLOON.

Looking upward, the horizonis bound-
ed by the big black ball-the balloon-
dark against the milky opaqueness of
the atmosphere. The airship is swaying
and swinging, while the clouds, floating
: a contrary direction, produce a vague
giddiness. There is, however, no time
for tremors. Seconds seem hours, the
mind and memory traveling with elec-
tric flight. Conjectures, recollections
and retrospections flash across the bewil-
dered brain as one reels through space.
Suddenly the top of the balloon comes
in contact with a cloud, there is a slight
jar, and the next instant all is enveloped
in fog, from which the aeronaut emerges
soaked with spray. And now for the
spectacle! Sublime, dazzling. Moun-
tains of iridescence, fleecy white clouds
tinged with creamy pink, like the

plumage of the cockatoo. Swirling
combinations of color, blending and
shifting as in a gigantic bubble. Golden
greens, that melt into purple and bronze
and crimson, with the sun dissolving
and overflowing upon their tops. Won-
derful tints, such as artist never dreamed
of. To comprehend color it is necessary
to have seen the magic canvases of the
clouds. The balloon sails on and drops
slowly away from this pan.orama, once
more into the colorless atmosPhcre.

With the descent. earth appears to rise
and the balloon to remain fixed; and
now the operator is occupied with one
idea. speculation as to where and how
lie will reach earth, for distance is in-
calculable and perspective a myth. The
ball.-,on is the sport of chance, and is
liable to depo--it its passenger anywhere
from the top of a church steeple to the

buotltom if a ditch. The •eronaut takes
his lifet in his ,wn landus when he ascends

with the aiirhip. Should it take fire.
burst ill tidtilr, or coul off too suddenly
in striking a icld current, the result is
collapse and disaster, for there is no
safety valve to the fire balloon.

The -aer-matt is invariably an enthn-
siast: until hlie meets with an accident,
after which discretion ,ecomies tlc blet-
ter p1art f lhis valor and hie is content to
Srally substitutes for an ascension. Aftel

a fews yvars he is apt to, retire altogether
sand llceave to others the hazardous occu-

pation. UpI to a period sof six years ago
there lunlibered Slnt twenllty aeronautsiil
the country, and these were inll grt de-
1iianld at countys fairs., settlers and sol-
diers' reinions and upon legal holidays,
riutl celebratious being conisidered in-
complete without the during lalloonist,
who, for the tihe besings. -was of tmore
isniportance thian the plret:ident and entire
senalte. anutd, it lliay lte aldded. thalt no
occupation is mare conducive to conceit

ain self sufliciency lhan that of the
aertonaut. There is less profit in tlhe
business now than f -rmerly; the novelty
of tile ordinula try alon ascension no
longer exists for Atmericans. RIealizing
this. nearly every tieroatnt lnow' mlakes
the Stclsattional parachute descent.

On reaching the desired altituide this
is tifected iby cutting the connecting
rupe. There is a rapid fall, the resist-
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ance of the air forcing open the para-
chute, which is inotlhing einre thliani a
ribl-es umnblella twenty-eight feet in di-
anwter. The operator on cutting loose
darts downward, is if fired from a cata-
pult. until within a few hundred feet of
earth, when lie is sustained by the para-
chute. Should this fail to operate, death
is in-vitable. Abroad the balloon is still
an attraction, and especially in Mexico.
Australia and the West Indies. Profes-
sor McKiim, who has toured tlhe civilized
world, is one of the few experienced
aer, ants who find it difficult to aban-
don the profession, about which there
exists a fascination, even in the danger.
Taken all in ail it is as great a game of
chance as ever played bly man, with this
difference--that the aeronaut htis no op-
ponent, and should he fail no one is
gainer through his defeat.

MxARIE PETrnAvSKY.

Where Fisth Are Plentiful.
Fresh fish, especially of the smelt va-

riety, are a drug on the market in the
state of Washington just now. Some of
the rivers are choked in their most nar-
row parts by the finny inhabitants. A
fisherman can stand on the bank in
matsny places, and with a few sweeps of
a connmmon dip net get more fish than he
can carry away. Thousands of pound;
have been salted. Old residents say
that this is the most phenomenal run of
fish they have ever seen.

Royalty W1ill Stay Away.

The big race meeting at Ascot thi;
year will probably not be as well attend-
ed as unsual, as owing to the death o"
the Duke of Clarence no member of the
royal family of England will be present.
The queen is sincere in her grief over
the loss of her favorite grandson, and
has gone to the length of ordering that
tihe royal stand at the Ascot track be
kept tightly closed, with all the blinds
closely drawn, during the progress of
the meeting.

The Question of Weight.

"How to Reduce Your Weight or In-
crease It," is the title of a valuable work
recently issued by Celia Logan, who has
gained repute both as an actress and as
a writer. Having a tendency to embon-
point, sIhe has tried various reduction
methods, and the story of her personal
experience and final triumph over a su-
perfluity of flesh is highly entertaining
and instructive.

It Is Not a Horn.

Few persons know that the so called
"horn" of the rhinoceros is not horn at
all, but merely a protuberance of ag-
glutinated hair. Cut in two and ex-
amined under a microscope it will be
found that it is made up entirely of lit-
tle tubes, precisely like the hair strac-
ture.

THE BARD OF AVON.
JUNIUS HENRI BROWNE WRITES OF

THE REAL SHAKESPEARE.

Above Everything He TWas Preactical.

His Actual Life Alnlost Unknown-He
Did Not Keep the Comunandments-His
Plays the Result of Unaided Genius.

[Special Correspondence.]
NEW YORK, March 31.-The wonder

of Shakespeare's genius increases with
the passing years. Three poets only
have been compared with him--Homer,
Dante, Goethe. But what are they, sin-
gle or combined, to himn? Shakespeare
stands, and, it should seem, must always
stand, alone, ulnapproached and unap-
proachable. The language in which he
wrote-our rich, sinewy, nervous Eng-
lish-must be immsuortal, were there no
other reasons, from the mere fact of his
writing in it. If all the English classics
were irretrievably lost, except Shake-

slpeare's dramas, these alone would prove
English to have lesen the imaster tongue.
He appears to have coprelhended hluman

nature completely, and he has expressed
his coimprehension in words so vivid,
picturesque and beautiful that they can
never die. Ils works are an insipired
abridgemient of the history-mental,
moral and spliritual-of mankind. lie
has set the weaknesses, the virtues and
the passions of the lihumans family to im-

perishable music, which will echo, to
the last, through the galleries of time.

No marvel that it Ias been maintained
that his writings are the product of niminy
minds. How could one misi d create uiii

intellectual world and endow it w5itih

typical inhabitants? It is almost iinpo'-

sible to answer the question, but to pre-
susppose anythiting else aipproa'shs the ab-
surd. Through'ut the lplays u ev crred-
ited to Shakespeare, with perhaps one
or two exceptions, uini the s;iull lilatch-
less expression and quality of ste thtght.
There is every rteasoll fl'or li,,ving that
they mUlust hllave come from a singllle inas-
ter brain. Two brains that eold have
so sounded the detllhs of IIihe soul, so
interlpreted its p]ssiis. are nit to , be

discovered, even in the E:liz;itetlthi era.
The conviction of the unity of those

mighty drlllas is overwhehin\ellldllis Il
irnesistible. Unless we 'cep'lt Shalie-
speare as their siole ut lsor'. Nv'e are lanlded(

ill chas; dri'ven to dispesration by )ay
number of lpposite helrie s.

More learned iland insetniious li -ilse
has been writtein lby the critie's of iand
oininiientitsirs oi1 the ptot thtsn would

make a good sized library. .A:d it is
still written, and will be forfuture rages,
in every civilized land. \',ho would
understand him should go dirc1 to his
i lr;;,S.

]c:•ellntially G•to[h1ic, origi nlal, iudi-

vidcual, rule defying" as his genius is, it
(compels sympathy and astdiration froli
every large, penetrating mitlt. Being
iorthern antd Tentonui, it does not ap-
peal to the Latin or Slav rice"s gnerally,

ibut their intellectual giants ar, draw<l

to him instinctively. The French. withiii
their nicety of art, their verbal nesa '-

tlns, their spick and span plhrases, I i
not as a eln'otple apprtciate himi. oltainr,
prodigiously gift d andit versatil ash
was. called hint ia rbarian. I' i theil

contrary of 'Corneille andi Racine, and
all the grander for sio being. bunt lat-
terly the leading tlitnkers and scholars
of France have gTrowl to his height,
while repelled by his inck of ferm.
Taine speaks of his eixtrirdinary chari -
acter of mind, all powerful, exce'ssive,
equally master of the sublimel and the
bias''e; the tmost creative that has ever Ii-
gaged in the exact copy of the details of

actual exis titen; I, ltaillue ln etic, itl-
moral, inspired. superior to reasiii byv the
sullden revelations iof his seer's itliadi .s.

Comnentltators set coatillne to dispute
whether the lpet was liarneid itr uitn-
learned; whether lie had inTre in3R'illt-
tion or msiore observation; whether lie
was a pure gentitus or a patiett laborer.

As it tian lie tmust ever reutai it a tinys-

tery. For all that is known of him
personally, he might have lived thou-
sands of years ago'. liis individuality
is well nigh asobscure as thaIt f Iunteit
who pre eded the historic periit. There
is no authentic record of his birth, but
it is probable that both birth and death
occurred April 23, in 15l and 1016. I is

areints' namtes have been preseirve i.
and the namie of his wife, whom he
wedded from trgency. He left. Strlut
ford-on-Avon, his native la'e:' went to
London; iswas tia indiefneret ctor'; wrote
his dramas for the theater with prosit;
returned to Warwickshire in 1prospe rous
circunnstanices, and it a few years lied
there, is supposed, at the age of fifty-
two. eyond these leaditng facts and a
few others, the rest is chiefly- conj'c-
ture. Not a lihe of his manuscript is
preservedl, except three or four of his
signatures. His sole monumensi t is his
plays; but they are eterinal.
The poet, with data so limited, with a

repisuttioni so ov'trshadowillg. has natu-
rally been idealized, not mentally-that
wotuld be superfluous-but personally,
characterally, morally. His so named
portraits are innumerable and familiar
to everybody, but there is no good reason
for believing any one of thetm authentic.
We like to think of him tas the author of
"Hamlet," Macbeth" and "Othello"
should look, and so we have him to a
degree in the Chandos portrait. which is
no portrait at all, Could we see himt in
the flesh today, ihe would not answer to
our imagining; hence we should incline
to pronounce him an imposter. Natmure
seldom incases transcendent genius in a
very attractive body-she is not bountte-
ous enough for that. lie may have been
like so many geniuses-very plain, un-
welcome as the postulate is.

Of his character we can form no con-
ception really, albeit we infer it to have
been gentle, generous, lofty and wholly
practical, despite his grand idealism.
This idealism, as often happens, was in
his writing, not in his daily round. He
was apparently sad, 'o, by tempera-
ment and experience; he was intense,
passionate, fond of pleasure, especially
in his younger days; trying to forget his

brooding thought in excitation of the
senses. We cannot help believing that
the personage, Hamlet, was to a certain
extent autobiographic-borrowed from
his ideal and intellectual side. Dramatic
as Shakespeare essentially and invari-
ably is, he would seeim to have lived
what Hamlet acts-to have put into his
speeches much of his own mental expe-
rjieuce.

The poet certainly was not moral, as
morals are understood now., hough suf-
ficiently moral, perhaps, for his time.
All men must be judged by their epoch,
by the light it diffuses.

We must renmember that Queen Eliza-
beth, good Queen Bess, as she has been
styled, was anything buit good, to our
way of thinking. Sihe was vain as a

pe.ace.: she was perfidious, nmercenary.
suspicious, selftish, irresolute, untruth-
ful. cruel. She swore like a piratel; she
struck her courtiers; shIe freqleItly lie-
haved after tile imanner of theli most vul-
gar virago. 1er rildcenling qualities
were intellect, learning, courage, force.

Shiakespeare lbyv no means kept or tried

to ke.ep the citllnl;undtinIlets. 1let would

have 1been ii wiiarning. not tlit exampIiiie,
to Staiday schle~Is and Yunug Men'si

Christian associaitins of today. Of this

we tity btie reasonlably sltrl' fromt his

sonneits. which are usienerally rcegardsd
a.s auttobiogtraphic, apart front concelid

cirelnnistani'ies if his iareer. lie drank
to exctess at times', as was the i<issisin in

thes Sixteenth tltui Seviiteetllih 'i'tnl'ries
iin (reat lCri;ain i Is well as sli the l'Cll-
titst . lliLttetlilts'rilillts'' s s i vice i.f llthe

had vSer little to di eitlhr in town I r

ci Iti''. The tradilt in at SL ratfotrd is

that cin the last night ''f his life lihi ha:1d
been t vrcsn i \'ivial wilth sle of his
Is sits's1 islsillattiillls in the village, aiii
going hI'nis' at a liti' ]hlI', lie fi ll into a
,lith' , anitd Wtas fouili there dead in the

I10oru1n11.

''NI ati" I ina'.ine siime idealizer of
the pl'eit e iixcliing; d' y}oli tant 1o
intimate that such was the fat' of thle
'grea'est of lih wrld's diraltutist.? That

is all inf;aonu libel-t-h, story is irered-

It is nuit e;asant to believs',. I almiit.
N ,thing is itleasant that la~isiifis li'stit

ti'sli's. iBut it itay libe tiri' s. iertis-

less. (l.reat i i'ni i i , is -t ti allit " s r 'lts-
iiii 111011t 1 and tl' sti haiii pi alt •I s

I lte t o Ctllllltt il S it llsit e y i di'ilt's
bait lie belonged to ;tnd relresented his
tin. That Ile perished in a ditch was
aln ac('iden and his nmisfortun'. It d',s
n,,t tally with the poetic side of his nl-

tore. but it does with hi,, vctu;l, his
pr 'sat id' si,. E' ven Shiakespeare was lnt
always at ti s high level Oft his creati,,

In r'tgar'l to le-arninig, it is alt~gethelr
ipribabll that hlie was withut it in the

tiet'•ep d i•'is'e . lie waSts s-nprt as' ly it-

t' elli t. W'ithtot knt whidP s .it , st-.

1it' Wl k w wherei o 10 ',,l" whi t hei'all -

ed. Evcery cue of his thirty--,vyen pin}s.
nt',w 'ir,1iti to iiim, was directlyiaktn,
ias it, pl t ait d cha'lri' t'ii ', f' li i si
earl'ier wiork-Plutarch ;ltil U 'scca''i'
and the English ctlr nle'tr'' tt's I-Vi itz l
msst freely- drawn pln. Allhngli 1I.
nitust lave Lectn sict'l ill i- nti i , hi
adoptet'l what lIe flmlt to his hanid. Ilt
the <1evel'opliut Of his personage;s h"
prayved his s tIsil, dillt s g 'i1ss l iis' -

f'rmiiii' "henti cl mqpletl1}". lining thtqlfrls' tli ih ualut l int, si e t + Ht l:utilii g. ' lt -

visma sl .n Vture W;is 'sii•i' list l cit'i d ;rtisna

ally ans d labriutsly hei' got lv iictuinit.

tHe had small ineed of books; hie was il-
uminiaii:cted frotm within.
lie 'iioul inut ltave •lt.irviil toi a

tglo t extent. H.[is inin;t inal• i

bunlded anl yevt .ver(. in re'Istrainllt. His
vast intellet was all iem'aiin andl
clairvtoyant; it pci trated the ttithtest
tiarkniss wtith l'irsts tof irradiati•on. If
ever inall had comtnanuling and con-

tullllllnte enlllis-genius thailt was inhl-
p.end,,nt of effort and painslaking-h-llt
manLt was Slinkespatre. Vtlldelrfull to

everybi dy else, he was nt11 iin the loa t
witderful to himt self. e li hatd n i'"

for hi.sI olr:e•s beyond their tprtseta-

thuoullht of Irepl;tation lll-t1S lever to

have occnrr'ed to limn, alt" this denotes

a C '(llscioulsneSS of t'apaciLty 11illll aSll'-

ably ,above perI',rmance. The first and
last thing that strikes any one who at-
tempts to solve his enigtima is his uniform
and extremle practicality,

Atllazin ;as are his poetry iand his ac-
quaintance with huan lllll atll lltre, they Ire
not more so than his imperial ability toI
write. Nttithi-tanding that Ite has sel-
dtlll prodntecld a speech witullilt nlllet-
verbal flowi, he still remaints the s\tvr-
eign tmaster of expression. Nobody has
been able ifter the greatest elaborationl
to say half so, well what h•I said apipaLr-

ently without reflection sad at white
heat. By the mlagic of his plen lie laktes
us sete ant feeil what hle portrays at the
saitme tile that he floods its with despair
in aly effort of ours tot imitate hint.

The world is divided as resipects ex-
pres-ion t into mankind ranid Skakespea;re

JUIritt lit.nI. hiRowi,:.

Norwaty's North Pole EIxplecdition.

So far back as history extends, thte
Norsetaitt has ixent not only the pirate,
let the pioneer of the sea. He thas led
in all sorts of discovery and adventure,
and therefore it is not to be wondered at
that the residents of Norway delight to
retain their ancient prestige and are
proud of the fact that the expedition
which their countryman, Dr. Natnsen, is
to lead next year, as they fondly hope,
to the north pole, is a purely Norwegian
undertaking. The officers and ti en are
to be natives of Norway, the money is
being found by the Norwegian govern-
ment, by the king and by private citi-
zens, and the shitp is bring built in Nor-
way. But there is a grain of comfort
left for the all pervading Scotch, for the

trusted with the task of building the
specially constructed vessel which is to
carry Dr. Nansen and his companions to
the north pole is Colin Archer, whose
parents were both of Scottish birth,
though hlie himself was born in Norway.
Mr. Archer is famous throughout Nor-
way for the excellence of the work
turned out from his yard, and there is
no doubt that everything that skill can
do will be done to make the vessel per-
fect.

'TIS THE STEEL AGE.
SOME OF THE WONDERS OF MOD-

ERN BRIDGE BUILDING.

The Great Structure Soon to Span the
Historic River Thames-Other lridges
of Note to De Found in IEngland and
Anmerica.

It has been tritely said that while the
art of bridge building is ancient and the
science of bridge building is modern,
the skill of the present engineer has be-
come the special flower and glory of our
age of steel.

The earliest timber bridge on record
is that which was tlihrown over the
Rhine by Julius ('i-car; lont long ages
lefore the Chinese built stone bridges
of great miagnitude antd first introduced
in their constructiou the irnilncile of
the arch. (One of tlihtse is fu'r miles
long, seventy f(et high Inid iaIS :'•
arches. Lhe Romtlans full owi', I. andl
nothing in the way of nil o-en lridges
up to fifty years ago equailed the onie
built by the ]imperor Trajan, A. D. 10I.
over the Danube. uring thlie last liwo
centuries somie verb" betiful I ridges
havli been creetcd in IlFrance. anll inl
Venice there are no ftve-r tlhan f .t t
In G(reat Britain lihe ari hu-1t k pace

with its progress onl thl- C'ontilnet, the
most ancient btrid,,e being t hat at ('roy-
land. Lincolnshire. said ,ut- have let-in lnilt
in s60. The bridge over the Trent at 13nr-
tun, in Staffordshir-, was built in the
Twelfth cenlitury, It owas 1.,1 i feeli t 'i

Old Londtln bridge was b -un in the
rcigu of II: ry II in 117, I and iis ierec-

.- 1. K
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Tlile TOWiER BRttiGtE:.

tin ccclpied eighty-thre y ears. After
blaillg served( its p-uII' Pmore aI]n (50

years it gave plate oll the ]'tes'nr lilit-
tioti, Wi ch was il.-"n ill 1i21 - a2
niished in 1831. This is but ore of six-

teen of lhe finest r.hitectural works ,1
their kind in the world that 1pan1 the
Thames.

The first metal b1ril-e iin 1ntlainL wasD
rlit ed in 1779 over the Sexrt'. inult it is

a curious circumslltsnllce tlUnt Thouila:4

Paine was a S c i es'-.ful t 'ntriver of an
iron briidge, whtich iin 177 hIe piropqosed

ic c tStrlct wit nhut iayn inrni pieris ove-

the Sbehuy]kill in Philad.lphia, as the
-tritili was apt to- be chokeid with i. in
the spring freshtts. His br-ckers ibenili
ing 1 anlkrul pt however, ti St11ru tiure
was not finished and the materials were
ntidi in Englanhdi. This work was long
Lrtardte as a; great triulntlth f irt. it-
span being- 2Bi feet hlingwith 'i ri:;, of ,1'

Sui tnis-ion bridges were .' ,,,ted ii
A tler•'ica s early os 171st !y ;i `.1'. Fin-

lay. who in 1501 took out ;t patent.l, nd
in 1lS1 eigt tbridg ies had blt rtn built on

his pltan. iubseql, ntly, in '1igi a chainf
cable uspensiot lridge was luilt aires.-
the tlraits of t et nai which until lthe
il' xxn l 1a 1 txx1 i'8r li0 it n xitini uHtt

'il it l great rlad from Lonlitn •tit li si n.u
,lMo y beautiful . -,pel(silt i ridti ge. halit
csinle been irected it Grea.tt itritaiid in

(on lt 11CoHtinent. Thit- iotst rHuarkaxlte
wine suspensioln brit e its tlll*lt•c, itlltitl-
coll't of its dimciitsixos a'il height, is
that of Freybtl g. in 5wi:z-rland. whichx

has a span from pier ,to pier of s:l feet
andi is luspeelied at the hight ,f 1te7
ft it above the river whicr flows iun-
der it.

Un,. of the must wvnel,.rful achieve-
rixnt:i of unsgi ecring l . i th list'eel

bridge across T he Firth f t Fort hl. in ••ct-
ulan. It has the lingest span;, the great-

emt win ht and thu greatest length of
any yet built.

The structure shown in thi illustra-
tio, whitcht tusands of wUs 'rk iie are i
lienow hurrying to completion, will be
known as the Tower bridge. inasimuch
as it will cress the Thamles near the
Tower of London. It is one of the most
remarkalle undelrtakings of the kint in

txistence, spamning as it does what is

perhaps the busiest waterway un earth.
The peculiarity of its cons trction con-
sists in two huge leaven s wei bghing 90-
tols, eatvh of which is raised and lowered
to a level thirty feet above high water,
sonmewhat after.the manner of an ancient

hdrawbrdge, trius affording passage fi.r
river acraft. They are shown in the cut
open. A hundred feet above this bridge
olevel is anlother roalay for the aiel'm-
lnudation of foot passengers, who are to

be lifted to it in elevators rumning
through the towers whenever the lowet

portion of tlhe bridge is open and travel
is impeded. The cost will be 's3,500i000.

A project is now under disceussionl for
spanning the Hundson river with steel
wire suspension cables that will support
a highway fifteent feet loftier than the
great Brooklyn bridge and large enough
to acco2n0fodate six lines of railroad.
Its span, as contemplated by the engi-
neers, will be 2,850 feet long and 150

feet above the water. Compared with
the Brooklyn bridge its length, includ-
ing anchorage, will be 0,500 feet; the
formner measures 3,700 feet. Each an-
chorage of the North River bridge will
weigh 600,000 tons, while that of the
trooklyn bridge weighs only 60,000
tons. The cost is roughly estimated at
$t16,000,000.

Among other suspension bridges in
the United States is that at Wheeling,
which has a span of 1,010 feet; at Niag-
ara, with a span of 821 feet and a road-
way 250 feet from the line of the river;
at Pittsburg, with a span of 1,345 feet; at
Cincinnati, with a total length of 2,220
feet and a span of 1,057 feet. Other ex-
amples of advanced bridge architecture
and engineering are to be found in
many other sections of the country, and
the improvements continually made
show that American skill is fully abreast
of that of any other people in the world.

HOW THEY RAISED THE MONEY.

The Manner in Which Otiego's Library
P'romoters '"Cot There."

Otsego was never suspected of being
among the most enterprising towns of
MIichigan, bunt its talented women have
lately given it national fame. It has
about 2,000 people, two big paper mills
and a chair factory, and according to
one vexed citizen it also has "more rich
men who do nothing for the place than
any other two thousand town hi the na-
tion." However, thiat is a comlnon comil-
plaint with those who have more enter-
prise than mnonly.

Early last year forty Otsego Indies
organized into the Ladies' Library asso-
ciation, raised moinv in all the ways
known to the sex, such as socials, fairs,

. .L j- iIN

datn es, readings, etc., and built a very
pl t Iy str turl'e ait a coist of t2,00()i.
Thily wlere but forty dollars in debt, mad
iw,,yt touing ladies started out ,t raise the
llltlllllt. \ hen theyi called on Mr. N.

NV. Mills, iwhoie wife is pre.'ident of lihe
is -li;at' in, l', j, cularly 'fiorai l irve
ci s ii -t h ]fo) r hi: :it.t -11i1i d t-• s pL.tLijili-
ta-ken iop. Then iMr. Balrdten, otwerl oif
tlls- if the luaper mills, rainid lihe offer
. , t tifty eonts, ;nd ltus ci, t rilbutl i sd nc-

Th,' lIidies Cti-itor, l1hat lids w•uldl
d, ]fri:t jo: .-l iti a litlke Of, that sort of
thintu was quite ein,,uth. Thes ret -o- d
that each of the forty- shouhlt rai- a dul-
In ii s, ine novel wtay, lbut not by kis-
ing. The plan weas carried taut and the
reporlts alue at1 the Illefl'.1i t ill tl toWV1i
hall created no (ind of •fti. Thi little
city hal a jubil- 'ov"er it. Miss Maeggi

11 Jll tbdaeKsd the arntD of a law itu-
dit sho hald been 1:1l.t y cue t aill
chad hit 111• i dollar. 1]Lr trettu7t0.Itt- i'itc t :

i
d ili ti er• ; * sie-tiiS.t i

Mrs. N. "-. Mills hoik a step laidder
iiil Witash ,i -tii tot, inow.. it, the Chi-

ca- price till sh had i'trned a d(,lbtr.
),rs. 1. W . Trav'is nd Mars. I. L. )ill, rnit I \N "I t ;' i i tilt- Ni','t- itiL. ui lir-

ili f.till tt p'nl- y t1 p iito tii• t • tsl. Tit
l<w,'ll ryell,' ri rll ;I , l,- thati tlheo,,r : was
litit -,ll Atl iie 1.,,ll y Vii 1: '." Mi<s
Hattie il-ci ,llt 1,.s rnvd a dollar spdilititi
Win ti- Mr<, (l Gesl ' i'ii-,ill Nh'la -ke,bl,,i•i ( hit' 1.1 it,, itg itl- f i f hom it-

ailh leL l. ill, iii' t' - l ,,\ l t t h• i t 0111 llll f, .

h uarders at it- h, hotl, ;Ind I;~ r it f till
Mits ('reu-sait <,ld t •-rotin;r polim to- the
i tilt r. Si 1iiE, intr," t'o;ts tra~is , the
fillwas ,ia ill of a I s•11 andi -li ew i ,-

Sl )S'I of hok:s i", ihe Iibrary are 1li
order.

A KING IN AMERICA.

S11' Is froi l the ti ilbltlt t - udiltns t lut li:•

His mt ajle sty T n rll,, ing I'f ri-

-ill lit ltlll it' h i l /t,• .,

itt u-sit :l]']c] lalit is -I l I tit i-tII tll i i>

t•ri and i ill lin:ti : i tot nt io d i
anrtsisit--'-,'-lt- ilt
til, buit he, t ils i i t

:tll the st1un,. Hist-tor fi ite lilisi

tll in•verh s it w1ll. has :got rich on s tis
t i, tw and is visitin lht t It t itd tiatn:

to l'TlT all 11 llne ItitI ab i it 1til WOtlt i rsf l

1115 i; perhaps the o.ulv mtoed rn mon-

archs ho maketitlt Irlsi titlpe tlli of -

ligiot, for each slrbj'ect wlt lbsnts -tilt-

self frtls chur'h wlitshout glad oti ist

itth d fiour ei llll ei lutit ()ther txt es si- ,-
light, mutt paid iai c. ,crnats, which 'ut-
sold to tralu erlI ,is sotl i Il :t il culg I i-
Xmnulateso. The people nhare ''hrs tiai s,
and far more lpe•eenl s than (iilbert
islanders generally. t They arSt suppose1l
tohave resnlttod fron a fuiot of Chine•-•
Kanakas, Malays a std itlit not, -ani the

king. looks very muc-h litke an ortlinuar
mulatto.

li-s name is an English adaptation of
his native title, which: his interprcter
spells K1nor'a. le has pie wife, aM1d
she is regent in his absence. Whilce in
San Frianisco Ite wasthg t he ut of the

Seatain with wh•lt hie 'fae, as dwere
ilie nephewt, Pri.nce Antci var, ilthis il-

tirprlter, it otld pilot known simply as
Jack. The king spreak. s nu isngli l. The
Gilitert islands nmlther sixteenti, lyiug
on both sides of thil eiiator. iabout 1hIt00
mttiles southw, t tf gnulusuii. The can-
pule art, semlibararitths, built KiIg Tunt-
lbranio lives in a trice tfratn house, is
greatly impressed by the genius of th,
Amerians who trade It his one wharf.
and intoeds to visit the principal citi,,s
of the United t ted S tts to e ideas for thu,
advancement of his people.

aom pnted a Sural Thing.

The manager of a small theatrical
company traveling in the northwest,
having recenwtly sodThe "pen tine" on
his rofe i book, wrote to the proprietor
of ai hall in a little village in the State
of \Washingthn to arrange for a date.
The followiing rcply naused him to give
up the idea of playing that particular

Yours to hand. I won't play on chairs no
more. Your linmpany will hav to iendl me ten

Dollars fmr ono tight aila supply their own
kI'errosean anl luml ps. They will iLlst hat 1o
build thair own staige, |Kecaus the hast cum-
pan}y br'oku it do,) n. Their ain't li m•uney in
plaing on shairs in this town, and I wont a
shure thing.

Got in a Second Vote.

Some of the French-Canadians who

have adopted the United States as their

home are proving remarkably apt polit-

1of giving him an extra vote,


