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SILVER'S STORY

TOLD IN FOUR CHAPTERS-LIGHTS
AND SHADOWS OF THE AGES.

The Night of the Middle Ages and the

Dawn of the ltenaissanee-The First

Itift of Light Came with the Inflow of

Silver---Ilnsafe to Tamper with Nature's

Laws -,'Fixing of the Ratio.

IlL.
During that singular period commonly

called the Dark Ages the light of civili-
zation became almost entirely extin-
guishled, andl when we consider the
heights to which enuliglltenment attained
in Rome under the C(esars, whose mag-
nificent mastery of the mechanic and tine
arts found expression in the noblest tem-
p]les ever erected by human hands; whose
law codes have been the patterns for the
government of the most advanced of the
modern nations; whose schools of phi-
losophy solved some of the deepest prob-
lems of nature, and whose poetry and lit-
erature in general have been the models
of the ages, we can but wonder that man-
kind with such a mighty hl-ritage should
IIave sunk so low throughout Christen-
domr for six or seven centuries that it is a
fact, that but for the Arabians, a Moslem
race, who preserved the arts and sciences
of the ancient world, the

Lessonlls of (i;lrerel ad o el

wIiould have been lost to us. Sonme
imighty force must lhave been at work to

cast suil' an eclipse )ver the intelligence
of the Saxon race for so long it period of
time. What couild it have been ? It was
the dearth ofi money,tle lifeblood of coim-
Iercee, the want of which arrested inter
liamiOe ofl commlodities between the seat-

Tcred IRations, andl so ctonfined menem to
themnselves, compelling them to imlper-
fectly supply their own wants and cutting
off the broadening and satisfying infilu-
ences of reciprocal iltercourse. There
was ino growth but, on the contrary, a
suspension of the racial forces which can
only expand by interdependence and in-
terchange. The

First Ritft of Light
followed the crusades, which opened a
pathway to the wealth of the Orient,
while to some extent the credit system,
inaugurated at Venice and Genoa in 1171,
brought on a revival through the intro-
duction of exchanges in the form of
paper.

No truth is more firmly established
than that the eclipse of the D)ark Ages
was caused by the want of money, for the
iproof lies in the wondrous awakening
which came with the Spanish conquests
in the New World anid the pouring into
the lap of benighted Europe of the reju-
venating floods from the silver mines of
Potosi. Singular, isn't it, that the twi-
light of the Middle Ages began with the
dlemonetization of silver by Rome in 221
A. D.; that its full midnight was upon
the world when nearly all the

Actual Money Had Disappeared;

that the first dawn of the Renaissance
should have come with the crusades,
which opened a way to the treasury of
the East, and that the full day should
have burst forth in its broadest splendor
when the retrieving flow of the white
metal found its benificent way from the
long-sealed vaults of the mysterious
lands of the Incas and the Montezumas
into the empty veins of perishing com-
merce in the Old World.

Does not this imperfect outline of
events that have actually passed teach a
lesson of highest significance to the world
today? Is it not reasonable to suppose
that what has been may be again? Mod-
ifications may come, it is true, with new
and reformed conditions, but there are
psychical laws which are as immovable
as the procession of the equinoxes and
cannot be defied. What good purpose
has been served by the ruthless destruc-
tion of one-half of the world's money as
represented by silver, which, as we have
seen, has through the ages come down
side by side with gold in the service it
has given to man since Abraham pur-
chased

The Cave of 1Iachpelah

wherein to lay the dust of Sarah? Dis-
credited but once by the effeminated syb-
arites of decaying Rome we have seen
how the act contributed to bring upon the
world its deepest chapter of gloom and
how its restored use brought back to
fainting civilization the pulse-beats of
health and opened the way to the grand-
eurs of the modern world. Where is the
wisdom of committing agaisihtat fatal
act? Has not one experience been
enough, even though it is argued that
man's almost universal conquest of the

world and his subjugation of the ele-
ments renders a repetition of the expe-
riences of the Dark Ages impossible and
therefore the horrid night of those awful
ages cannot fully return?

It was thought as late as 17)53 that the
monarchical system was im pregnable and
that no force could shake it from its
seat; but the refutation of that sad error
came like

A Holt of Lightning

from a clear sky, and before the summer
(of that fateful year had passed the blood
of kings had flowed upon a public scaf-
fold and every throne in Europe trembled
upon its base. No man can foretell what
a day may bring forth and it is danger-
outs to tamper with the safe laws which
the experience of mankindrl has proven
beyond a dolubt are fixed as the firima-
nient in the economy of natoure's schelie.

Gold was first fixed at the mint price of
$20.67 per ounce by Sir Isaar Newton,
when master of the British mint in the
early part of the 18th century. lie in-
trorduced exact weights, silver coins hav-
ing come down through all the night of
the Middle Ages exactly to correspond
with the coins of lome, to whose early
wisdom rtmoderin coinage la'ws
are due, as also the system of
a lroperly adjustedl ti etal-
lism. Gold wans lixed to correspond in
value with silver at the ratio then preva-
lent throughout Europre. Silver was then
the measure as it had always been until
1873. The ratio was determined by di-
viding $20.0(7 by the governing number.

In 1780 Alexander Ilamilton, after
testing all the foreign coins, decided that
the Spanish milled dollar was the proper
basis for a unit of values and .Jefferson
agreed with him. The reasons for adopt-
ing ratios at variance with those preva-
lent in Europe, first at 15 to 1, then 16 to
i, l11 tlnever been understoold. It was a
mistake, as the first

1)rove Out Our Gold

by overvaluinug our silver, and the second
exiled the silver by overvaluing the gold.

In 18161 England adolpted the gold
standard as a result of the Nap)oleonic
wars, the manipulation of her finances
having fallen into the hands of money
sharks. The shock was so great through-
out the world that a paper issue became
at once necessary and only in this way
was a disaster averted that would have
destroyed the country. It was then
found that an issue of parper would
cheapen gold and the effects of silver de-
monetization were tsoroughly undier-
stood by the creditor classes, who then
and there laid the ground work of the
conspiracy which has ever since been
iplotting its way within the counting
rooms of the world's money lenders. It
was a source of mighty power through
which they saw they could control the
very destinies of the human race, and
from hand to hand the sceptre has passed
until America in this year of grace, 1806,
has become the final battle ground upon
which the struggle of the ages has
reached its ultimate conclusions. low
will it end?

TO r:E CO-NI-iurn)).
Li Isn't Loved.

The Chinese of this city universally
speak of Li Hlung Chang in terms of the
deepest contempt and loathing, applying
to him some very severe epithets. They
say he went over the Canadian Pacific
simply because he was afraid to go
through the United States. Some of them
say he sold his country out to the Japa-
nese and others that he has robbed his
people. It looks as though they gener-
ally believe that lie has tried to usurp
the power of the throne and that he has
grown rich at the expense of his country.

It is the farther testimony of the Chi-
nese living here that Chang has incurred
the hostility of the Six Companies and
that they would not shed many tears over
his remains if they were to be finally
stored in the collin which he brought
over with him for use in case of emer-
gency.

Judge Ilartwell's Veok.

In Justice Hartwell's court this week
Chas. Van Horn was convicted of the
charge of carrying concealed weapons
and was fined $50, in default of which he
was sent to jail for 25 days.

Eric Jansen, on a charge of vagrancy,
was discharged and Charles and Axel
Johnson, brothers, were each committed
to jail for 15 days on same count.

In the case of R. F. Fisher vs. Geo. M.
Hoffman, an action in which the defend-
ant was charged with an intention of
leaving the state for the purpose of de-
frauding his creditors, a jury found for
the plaintiff in the sum of $150 with costs.
The money still remains in the hands of
the court.

DEATH OF STERRETT HIGGINS.

Another Old-Timer of Deer Lodge Called
to HIls Final Rest.

Deer Lodge has had its share of sad-
uess during the past few weeks and
again these columns are called upon to
chronicle the passing away of one who
was a familiar figure upon our streets for
well-nigh a third of a century, but one
who was still only well upon the thresh-
old of mature manhood. None may
know when the dread mlessenger conm-
meth and it is a truth as old as the world
itself that "in the midst of life we are in
death." Like a winged shaft came the
summons which called away to its final
rest the spirit of Sterrett HIiggins, but it
was a wish lie had often expressed to his
friends that it might be so and that there
should be no long agony of looking for-
ward to the coming of the end from a bed
of sicklless and suffering. Sad as was
the shock to his devoted family and many
friends it was merciful to hint, and so the
end ciame without It warninu sign.
About 10 days ago MJr. Iiggins, after

several months' of suffering from rheu-
nsatism, was confined to his bed, but
though enduring much pain it was not
thought his illness was of a serious na-
ture, but on the night before his death he
was very urleasy and members of the
falnily were with hinm t at rious timesr
during the night ministering at his bed-
side. About i o'clock in the morning it
hca\y fall in hiis room attracted the at-
tention of his aunt, Miss Sterrett, and oni
entering the chamber she found Mlr. Ilig-
gins lying upon the floor in the agony of
deatlh. Ielp was suimmonied and the
stricken imian was lifted tenderly upon
thlie bed, but life had flown.
Arthur Sterrett Iliigins camse with his

lparents to hlMonta:na frosn the southIern
states whilen a very yolung mlan. Soonl
after the arrival of the family he went to
a Irepar'atory school in Missouri and af-
terwards to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where
he eventually graduated from the law de-
partment with hish Ih nor.

After finishing his studies lie engaged
in thie plractice of law, first in Deer Lodge,
thlc Anaconda, then lPhilipsburg
and then Butte. lie was afflicted with
rheumatism for a number of years and it
was thought that the heart became af-
fected by the malady and thus caused his
death. Ile leaves behind, his ipareuts,
Dr. sand Mrs. WV. W. Higgins, of this
city, his brother Irwin of Salt Lake and a
sister, the wife of Lieutcntant Krause of
the regular army.
The funeral tooik place from the family

residence on Monday, IReverend E. G.
Prout p)erforming the rites of the Epis-
copal service, and ilesdamles It. I1. Davis
and (Capt. James II. Mills and Messrs.
Sant Beaumonot and Rev. E. G. Prout fur-
nishing tile music. Those acting as pall
bearers were: Frank Conley, John Iliel-
enberg, Jaimes Self', WV. W. Goodman, A.
If. Mitchell and Marvin Trask. The flo-
ral offerings were mitny and beautiful.

Mr. Iiiggins was of ia genial nature,
large hearted and generous to a fault,
and was universally spopular. The sym-
pathy of all goes forth to the bereaved
family.

FUNERAL OF MRS. ASPLING.

The I)Dut of One Who was IUniversally lIe-
loved and lespeclted Laid It Rest.
Tile funeral services in memory of

Mrs. Thomas Aspling last Friday were
very largely attended and under the
charge of Reverends A. B. Martin, Adam
Johnston and E. J. Groeneveld were
deeply and solemnly impressive. Never
were inmore elaborate and beautiful floral
offerings seen in this city, and the church
was a very bower of verdure in which
were blended the brilliant hues of flow-
ers, the golden glories of ripened sheaves
and the delicate tints of autumn leaves.

At 2 o'clock the casket was borne from
the house to the church, preceded by the
members of the youthful Sunday school
class of the deceased, more than 30 in
number, and followed by the immediate
relatives of the dead. The casket was
placed at the head of the center aisle di-
rectly beneath the altar. It was sur-
rounded by the most exquisite floral
pieces and was literally buried beneath
wreaths, crosses and other emblems.
Among the most elaborate and beautiful
of these was a sheaf of wheat bound with
autumn leaves, presented by Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Valiton. Surrounding the casket
was a large design in sheaves, leaves and
flowers, prepared by Mrs. Capt. J. H.
Mills, Mr. and Mrs. Harry McPher-
son and Mrs. Peter Valiton. Mrs. Sharp
of Butte and Mrs. Conrad Kohrs also fur-
nished many beautiful roses.

President Martin opened the services
with prayer and a few brief words, Mr.

Johnston followed with recollections of
the noble life of the deceased, and Mr.
Groeneveld in turn spoke of his own
early associations with one whose sweet
and lovable character was everywhere
universally recognized. Words of com-
fort were offered to the afflicted ones and
the glorious promise of the Christian life
portrayed in glowing terms.

More than fifty carriages accompanied
the remains to the cemetery where the
last sad rites were performed and all that
was mortal of a beloved friend, who will
be deeply missed and widely mourned,
were committed to the last sleep from
which there is no awakening.

The lmusic was furnished by a choir
consisting of Messrs. Beaumont and
Scharnikiiw and Mesdames hI. B. Davis
and A. II. Ilersey. Those acting as pall
bearers were: William Coleman, Peter
Valiton, S. E. Larabie, Lew. Coleman,
Sam Scott and E. S. Stackpole.

BRYAN'S CHANCES.

To"m u ,cTagu. Ietut.rns from the rErst an..l
Sizs . ')p the Situation.

Tom McTague returned on Monday
from the prison congress which assem-
bled at Milwaukee last week. In speak-
ing of Iris trip MIr. McTague says:
"Thle prison congress fails to umeet lmy

views in the characrter of much of its
work and personality. There is no ob.
jertion to the principle of reform whicli
it undertakes to farther, but too many
isms alend too mulch fanaticism have bIe-
coine imixed iIu with it. There is an ele-
ment iwho seen to only desire to carry
out their peculiar views against all op-
position. I presented a paper on the
Montana prison andl the successful chair-
acter of our system which will ap•pear in
the regular report of the congress soon
to be issued."

Mr. McTague states thiat while the
banking, professional andl commercial
classes are openly for gold, the great Ia-
boring masses are going to quietly gi-,c
hlleir vote for Bryan. This Ire believes to

be the case at Milwaukee, rand also iat
Chicago, St. Paul and Minneapolis, all of
which places he visited.
"In St. Paul you see only the McKin-

ley colors displayed," said he, "and to a:
less extent at MIinneapolis; but there is a
strong opposing under-current among the
people that will make itself felt when
election time comes, though little is
openly said for Bryan and silver. IIn
Milwaukee there has been but one dem-
onstration by the democrats and that was
on the occasion of Bryan's visit. The la-
boring people are keeping quiet, but are
sawing wood. It is my oipinion that
Biryan will be elected. Prominent re-
lpublicans in Milwaukee admnit that they
have a hard fight."

BOLD BURGLARY.
A Thief Blreaks Through anIl Steals it an

•'arly Hour WTVednesday Night.

Considerable excitement was caused
here on Wednesday night about ) o'clock
by a successful burglary of the store of
Smurr & Beaumont, followed by an at-
tempt to rob that of C. D. Kenyon. The
thief first effected an entrance to the
shop of Smurr & Beaumont by prying
open a window in the back end. He
broke open the money drawer, but se-
cured only a small amount of nickels and
dimes. He next forced lis way into
Kenyon's from a rear window and was in
the actof helping himself to the contents
of the drawer when lie was seen by .John
Smurr, who had in the meantinme discov-
ered the robbery in his own place.
AMr. Smurrat once gare the alarm when

the thief boldly dashed through one of
the front windows and started off towards
the north end of town, running through
the alley back of Bonner's and thence
through the Higgins corral, where,
though several citizens were in close pur-
suit, he made his escape. Thorough
search was made during the night which
was continued the next day, but without
avail. Word was sent in several direc-
tions and officers went to Garrison and
other points, bnut as the man was not seen
closely enough to identify hinm, it is not
probable he will be found. The amount
stolen from Kenyon's was small.

Now Photograph FIrm.

The proprietors of the Genelli studio
of Butte have purchased the photograph
gallery in this city lately occupied by C.
O. Reed and will take possession in a
few days. They will come prepared to
do the finest work in raised photos, plat-
inos in olive, steel and sepia finish, and
all the latest work in their line. The
new firm requests the people of Deer
Lodge and vicinity to keep their orders
for them.

IN THE ENEMY'S COUNTRY.
C. EI. Sackett Iteturns from New York

and Talks About the Outlook.
Our fellow townsman, C. E. Sacketf,

returned on Saturday from a visit to his
old home in New York state and a rep-
resentative of this newspaper, desirous
of learning tile result of his observations
during his absence, called on him at his
office in the court house a day or two ago
and asked him to present his conclusions
to the people of Deer Lodge county
through the columns of TItE N•E
NOIR'r IIWERT.

"I found opinions in New York state
greatly divided," said MIr. Sackett, "but
there is no doubt that the free silver
sentiment has gained enormously in the
East during the past few months, and ex-
cept that in the case of a few fanatics, It
is no longer denounced as a 'craze.' No
other public question is at all discussed
and everywhere groups of men may be
seen in cities, villages and hamlets argu-
ing upon its mansy phases pro and con.
The democrats and l•ppulists of western
New York will, in my opinion, support
the Chicago ticket loyally, while there isquite a sprinkling of silver republicans
to be found there.

"It is impossible to tell how far the
silver crusade has conquered in the state,but Bryan's wonderful personal cam-
paign is certainly exciting admiration,
and his versatile and dignified style of
presenting the silver side of the contro-
versy is setting the people to thinking
very earnestly upon the subject. Of
coulse the bankers treat the whole thing
as madness, as also do a portion of the
commercial classes, but the great masses
are not so disposed to treat it, and since
they constitute the voting strength, as
they determine the question, so will the
national verdict go.

"In Westtfield, New York, I was re-
quested to address the Bryan and Sewall
club of the town, and did so, illustrating
my remarks, which aimed to present
only the unvarnished facts, by means of
charts showing the ellfects of demoneti-
zation upon all forms of property and
the steadiness of the ratio through 400
years, notwithstanding the great dispar-
ity of the production of the two metals
during that period. I was most atten-
tively and respectfully listened to
throughout. There is great lack of in-
formation upon the subject in the eastern
states and silver literature should be sent
as rapidly as possible."

"What is the main industry of the re-
gion of New York visited by you?"

"Grape culture almost entirely. West-
tield is a town of but 4,000 people, yet
700 carloads of grapes are shipped from
it every year. Until the past year hard
times have not been seriously felt in that
part of the state, but prices have now
fallen there as elsewhere. Grapes are
selling at 614 cents per basket of nine
pounds, considerably less than a cent a
pound. The people are anxious to know
the cause of the depreciation; hence they
want information, and plenty of sound
arguments in behalf of bimetallism would
in my opinion get the full vote of the
agricultural classes, though 1 believe a
majority will cast their votes as it is for
the champion of constitutional money.

Mr. Sackett makes this forecast on the
election: "The Washington Post con-
cedes these states to Bryan: Alabama, 11;
Arkansas, 8; Florida, '4; Georgia, 18;
Louisiana, 8; Mississippi, I; Missouri,
17; South Carolina, 9; Tennessee, 12;
Texas, 15; Virginia, 12; Colorado, 4;
Idaho, 3; Montana, 3; Nevada, 3; South
l)akota, 4; Utah, 3; total, 138. It ad-
inits that if fusion is effected in the fol-
lowing states they are also safe for the
Bryan ticket: Kentucky, 13; Kansas, 10;
Nebraska, 8; Indiana, 15; North Caro-
lina, 11; total, 57; grand total, 195. To
this should be added Minnesota, 9; Dela-
rware, 3: Maryland, 8; California, 9; states

with a total of 29 votes which are classed
as doubtful by the Post but which are
reasonably sure to go for Bryan, and we
have the Iull number necessary for A
choice, 224.

"North Dakota, 3; Washington, 4; VWy
omting, 3; total, 10; should be put in the
Bryan columun and give him safe a major-
ity. IIis chances for carrying Illinois
are also good and it is a safe prediction
that he will be elected by a pronounced
majority."

"Whether wed consider the sustained
ability of Bryan's addresses, his gentle-
manly endurance of slander and misrep-
resentation, his unsullied public career,
or the magnetism of his unaffected cor-
diality to the sweat-stained masses that
greet him at every depot, we cannot avoid
admiring him as a sturdy specimen of
American manhood."-Rev. Herbert N,
Casson.
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