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FORT BENT@\T AND T}IE CARROLL
ROUTE.

An attempt was made, 1n theyear
1868, to establish a town near the
m{}uth of the Musselshell river,
which was to be the terminus of a
new wagon road from the mining

regions of Montana to the Missouri.

According to Montana custom-—
and a most ridiculous custom 1t is
—the single log cabin erected was
r*alled Kercheval city, There was
saving power in the misnomer,
towever and after a sickly exis-
tence of a few months Kercheval
‘ity-died, and the Missouri river
mdermmmn‘ its site, soon gave it
free burial in its surging flood. In
1868  the attempt was repeated,
under other auspices, and this time
- the town enjoyed a temporary pros-
- perity, which its modest and appro-
priste title of Musselshell entitled
it t¢, but the project again fell
thrOUgll. Carroll is therefore the
third rival of Benton that has
sprung up in that region; with the
design of intercepting the ascend-
ing boats, and diverting trcmspm

tamon from the route by which it

naturally flowed from the time that
’\/Iontanct came into existence.
These three efforts to open a
route through the Judith  basin,
with a view toattracting thefr e1ght—
ing business of the Miss@uil ‘were
evidently made for the reason that
between Benton and Carroll numer-

ous shoals and rapids forbid all
navigation except during the sea:

80N of high water, while boats may
ascend freely to Uamoll from Aprll
to October.  Carroll therefore en-
joys a boa,tmg season twice as long
as that possessed by Fort Benton,
and it is to profit by thigs fact that
Carroll and its pr edeuebsorq ha,v

been created.

_ From this showing thore. a*}pearb
to be some reason for the existence
of Carroll, and perhaps a fair pros-
peet for its perranence. and pros-
perity. There is one faet, however,
which is generally overloeked ar
misunderstood. It will cost much
less to remove the obstructions to
the free navigation of the river to
Benton than to build the bridges,
make the cuts, and perform other
lahors necessary to make the Car:
roi! route.a good wagon road; and
if this proposition is true, thei 13
no adequate reason for the exis-
tence of tho Carroll route, for all
things being equal, it will certainly
be cheaper. “to transport goods by

water to. Benton. and thence by

land to Helena, than by water to
Carroll and thence by land to Hel-
ena.  Upon this point no. argu-
ment 18 neecessary.

The Missouri 18 as 6apable of;

navigation to Fort Benton as to
Oarroll
fined to certain points, ‘and.if these
were removed, boats
arrive at and :
from the first o [ay to the
October, brin ging rw@ ;
one hunglred miles rer
heart of settled Montana:
qumll were . the highest

The obstmctmns are cons

,_could '-hkealy'
_._._;Qbstmcted by 'mall rocks, which|

Sl The bhoﬁmn bar an thque
gravel bar stretching across the
river just above the mouth of Shon-
kin Creek. Only twenty inches of
water at low stage. Could be im-
proved by a wing-dam thrown par-
tially across the channel, deepen-

ing the water for the remainder of
thfa distance. Sufficient rock close
at hand. Ixpense $400.

2. ' Marion bar, where the steam-
boat Marion was wre(,ked in 1836,
about five miles above the c-o_a.l
‘banks, below Benton. The wreck
was the result of accident, and the
bar is no barrier to free navwatwn

3. Lone Rock rapids, “about
eight miles below the mouth of the
Judith. A series of diagonal bars
throws the channel against the
south bank, where it i1s obstruocted
by a considerable rock some twelve
feet in diameter. . The rock can
not be passed in low water, but
could be removed by blaxtmw dt
cost of §200.

4. Gallatin rapids, dbouf twenfe

miles below the mouth of the Ju-
dith, where the steamer Gallatin
sank, in 1867. The boat was sub-
sequently raised. . The rapids are
about half a mile in length, render-
ed dangerous in low water by a
number of small rocks scattered
over the bottom of the stream. The
rocks could easily be lifted and re-
moved to the right and lefs. thus
opening a safe nd dpep channel.
Expense $500. ,

5. Island I‘dpl(]'* four miles be-
low Gallatin rapids.; Several small
rocks obstruct’ the channiel, which
could be removed as in the case of
the Gallatin rapids. Expense $400,

6. Dauphin rapids, three miles
below Island rapids, the chief obs-
tacle to thonaVIgahon of the Up-
per Missouri. TFor some two hun-
dred yards the channel is divided
into two by a bar, the north chan-
nel having the deepest water. 'The
upper end of the main channel is
broad and shallow, the water flow-
ing over a bed of soft and broken
slate rock for a distance of more
than a hundred yards, over which
a boat can not pass.in: low water.
This part of the channel could be
deepened by removing the slabs of |
slate rock to the head of the small
channel, thus increasing the flow
through the main channel. Below
the reef the channel narrows and is
broken by numerous boulders, over
which the water rushes with great
impetuosity. These boulders could
be readily lifted out, rendering the
channel deep and safe. A little
blasting might be necessax; in re-
moving thc slate rock, - though
pmbably not. ‘Total expense of
improving. Dauphm I‘apldn not tD
exceed $2000. .

1., From Dauphm to. Magple
rapids, a distance of about twelve
;zmles, the channel is occanmnally

Ex-

M | p-.la raplds Esimu(zr in
=thee Gaﬂa.«tm dlld to bfa»

\g_onall'v acro%
e sputh | :}:uml;

| not the public journals of the_ Per:
mtgrv ‘{ake hold Qf: the matter and

romprcssuw the river into a par-
row chinnel about twenty feet wide |1
in low water. The chalmel 18
abundantly deep, but needs to be
widened by removing the loose
rocks from the north bank. Ex-
pense $300.

10. At Cow lIsland the stream
1s divided' by the Island and two
bars: at its lewest end into two
ehannels, each about twenty inches
deep at low water. A dam should
be thr‘own across one of the c¢han-

nels, thereby deepening the water

in the other.
rock near by for the UquO e.
pense $400.
11, 'Busiek’s bar, two 'and ‘4
half miles below Cow Island, has
about twenty inches of water at
low stage. A wing dam on either
side of the stream would incrcase
the depth sufficiently on the othe
Rock near at hand.  Expense '5{54{}0
12, At the head of ‘Grand 1is-

- There: 13 sufficient
Ex-

\land a bar rcdu’c;:es the water to fift|

teen inches at low stage. By clos-
ing'the chute north Of the island,
or baﬂdmg awing dam in'the main
channel, plenty of water would ‘beé
secuared. Rock would have to be
brought some distance, but' the' ex-

£500.

13. near the lower en l r)f Gmnd

island, the main channel is divided

into two by Hammond istand, with
The channel between the

should be closed, ‘which would af-
ford abundant water'in the other.
Expense $500. i
14, Chippewa island,
miles above Carroll.
island there is a succession 'of bars,
affording about twenty inches of
water at low stage.” The remedy
is-a - wing-dam to increase the depth
of water. Rock would have to be
brought some distance, but the ex-
pense ought not to exceed $R800.

By the above showing, which is
made upon excellent authority, it
appears that the Missouri river ca
be ‘rendered navigable-fo Benton
for as long a season as it is to' Car-
roll, at an expense of about §7,400,
not inclusive of a boat and appli-|
ances;, which, if not furnished by
the Gov ernment would cost proba-
bly: an additionsl sum of $5000.
A wagon road by way of the Ju-

sixteen

dith basin could not be built for
the same money; but if it could, it
is not worthy of’ comparison with
the nver‘mute, which forsix months
of the year would deliver’ freight!

within one bundred and Foxiv mlles_
of the metropolis of Montana. Until|

the Territory has railroad communi |
cation, such aroute is the best that-
Meontana can have, and even with

a railroad, it would alw ays prove a

powerful auxiliary to her prosperi-
It :should be an object of Ter-

1'11:01'1&1 cm}cern to have the river

improved at once, and we earnestly |z
|eommend it to-our delegate to Con-{
gress, as one of the mc}o«t important
thation

and beneficial emcrprlqea
Id engage his attention.

‘Below ' the

sufficient for the purpose, and this

g a leﬂl sum to expend consider-
ing the permanent benetit that will
m;\ult It is strange that an effort
was not:made lonfr ago to secure
the consnmmatmn “of s0 irnportant
an enterprige. -
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- Ne. 2.

SUN RIVER VALLEY.

The entire population of Bun
River valley seldom exceeds two
hundred persons, and in: this num-

{ber are included about forty resi-

dent families. . The floating or
transient population is therefore
much smaller than that of our own
town and vieinity. - In size, wealth,
population, and natura laciVantaves
we are superior to our 11810111001
but we 1 emet to say that Benton
cannot c.aim to have shown the
same energy and enterprise that
Sun River lns displayed during the

past two or three years. Our busi- -

ness men are ‘perhaps unexcelled
for energy and enterprise in mer-

canfile purbmm but their eflorts
|are seldom directed towards build-
pense would probab]v not e\cevdg_

ing up and otherwise improving
the town; while the leading men
of Sun River have spared nmthez

time, money, nor expensein promot-
ling the welfare and prosperity  of
avdepth of fifteen inches at low
| water.
south bank and Hammond isldind |¢

their community.

Some years ago, when tne future

of Sun RHiver IooLed by no means
as bright as it now a; )pmrs Messrs
John u*ﬂoent and J Healy—

two gentlemen well ]mo*"az through-
out the Territory, and of whom we
shall speak more at length in a fu-
ture number—built a fine, substan-
tial bridge across the river, at a
cost of $:={}00 The bridge has not
proved a pmﬁmble enterprise to
the builders, but it is one of the
gr eateut improvements yet made
at, Sun Riyer, and::m invaluable
convenience to. the traveling pub:
lic.as well as to residents on either
side of the river. Qur Govern-
ment, true to that characteristic in-
consistency mentioned in last num-
ber, refuses to allow the military to
pay toll on this bridge, hecause it
happ@na to be built upon public
land, svhieh is; perhaps, one of the
ﬂzrlsie-t reasons ever offered to ex-
cuse iradulent imposition. = The

building of a bridge across a stream-._
otherwise impassable for teams or
vehicles, is frequently done, even .

by the smallest and _poorest com-
munties, slmzﬂ} because it is nec:
essary. It was different, however,
with the Sun River peop]a, thev
having the' advantages of a good

ford, at Tow water, and a, ferry oa-
pdble ‘of conveying horses and
‘Mr.
are there-
nore credlt for
the enterprise, thaii if it had ?beea,

wagons across at’ any time.
Largent and Mr. "H_t_,aly
fore entitled to-

an absolute necessity.

Messrs La.r gentand. A,dgxms h&ve_
e{gtabhshed a water pﬂ"‘ e-r' SAW. mﬂI

-::_.“i__.d.tﬁicnlty r Jrocur]

_____{_,:.Ied th-e

&ro ﬁlﬂwed m.--hau? then‘ tim-__




