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THE BE NTON RECORD,
Fort Benton, M. T.,

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY.

W. Z. BUCK, - - - Editor & Proprietor.

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION.
(IN ADVANCE.)

One sopy, one year, - " - - - $4 00

One copy, six mouths, - - - - 2 50

One Copy, three mo'nths, - - - - 1 50

SINGLE COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS.

ADVERTISING RATES.
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6 " 9 00 12 00)14 00 16 00 36 0: 50 00 80 00

<" 11 0 0 20 0024 0l 28 00 50 00 80 001120 00
coliumr 20 00 30 00 36 00 42 00 80 00120 00'200 (10

Local notices 15 cents per line for first insertion and

10 cents for each subsequent insertion.

Legal advertisements, of not more than 10 lines solid

nonpareil, $1.50 for first insertion, and 75 cents for each

additional insertion.

DUTIES OF OUR DELEGATE

If Major Maginnis is not posses-
sed of an extremely philosophical

mind, he must have long since con-
eluded that there are other posi-
tions iln life more desirable than
that of Montana's Delegate. From

every corner and by nearly every

iournal of the Territory reproaches,
slurs, and insinuations have been

heaped upon him, for alleged neg-

lect of interests peculiar to certain

sections and often conflicting with
those of the general public. Such

treatment can hardly inspire a pub-
lic officer with unusual energy and
zeal or even assist him to a conscien-
ti(ns discharge of his duties;indeed,
there is reason to believe that much
of the corruption now so prevalent
in official circles, is due to the fact

that whatever the merits of our

legislators may be, they cannot es-

cape the persecutious of political

opponents or the slanders of ig-
norant, thoughtless or mercenary

journalists. aThere are but two
classes of elected or appointed of-

ficers who seem indifferent to pub-
lic censure ; one is the unprincipled,

scheming politician, the willing tool

of real and would-be monopolists,
and the other is the coscientious,
devoted servant of his country.-
Our Delegate, it is to be hoped, be-

longs to the latter class, and there-

fore will not be discouraged by

abuse, or the unreasonwble demands

that have been made upon him.

If he is all that an honest, upright
public officer should be, neither

threats nor flattery will swerve

him from the path of duty, ehe will

be free from political prejudices,
and his best efforts will b faithful-

Iv devoted to the welfare of our

Territory irrespective of e~tional

or personal intreetst.

During the next session of Con- I tl
gress, more than at any other time ft
within the history of our Territory, i s

we shall have need of an able and &
conscientious advocate. The vast r
mineral, agricultural, and pastoral o
resources of our country can never f4
be pro'perly developed, until the o
Missouri river is made available
for the purposes which nature evi-
dently intended it-the great aven- V
ue for exporting our surplus gold, 1

silver, and other productions; the c
true channel for importing Eastern l
merchandise, and the cheap high- s
way for immigration. This is a

matter which concerns the whole C
Territory, and no local interest 7

i should be allowed to interfere with e

it. To procure an appropriation t
for the improvement of the river s
will be the first and most impor-
tant duty of our Delegate at the
approaching session of Congress. r
1 There are other matters which
also demand his attention, and in t
which all our people are interested.
The Canadian Government has on
several occasions during the past
and present year interfered with
the rights and privileges of Ameri-
can citizens residing in Montana.
But the Canadians are not perhaps
so much to blame in the matter as
our own Government, who has
failed in these instances to main-
tain the rights of its people, and I
afford them redress when wronged
-duties which it is needless to say
every Government owes to its sub-
jects. If these facts are properly

t represented at Washington, our
cousins across the. line will soon

cease to arrest our citizens for im-
aginary offences and convict them

I upon manufactured or purchased

Sevidence; but if not, the abuses
Y may continue until they result in

o the most disastrous consequences.
Si4he Indian question is a subject
'which concerns the welfare and

, prosperity of our Territory, and
)1 shouid consequently receive the at-
s, tention it deserves from our D)ele-

S, gate. We require more troops to

prevent the Indians fr'om murder-
ing peaceably disposed residents,
Sand intimidating those who desire

-to settle among us. On all of these
subjects the people of Montana
Shave a right to expect that Major
SMaginnis will at least make an

r earnest effort to procure favorable
e legislation.

THEE INDEPENDENT ON LOCAL- INS
TERESTS.

The"Independent" in an article

on the proposition to cut of a por-
tion of Gallati County ani to at-

tach the same to the reservation
for the Crow Indians, takes a very
sensible view of the relations which
should exist between localities in

reghrd to the general advancement
of the Territory. We commend the
following extract to the journals
of the Territory, and indeed to the
"Independent" itself, for reflection.

"Instead of endeavoring to ad-
vance the prosperity and develop-
ment of the whole country, short-
sighted men imagine that if they
can concentrate the trade in any
particular locality they will sub.
serve a purpose in which selfish-
ness and greed are the prominent
characteristics. It is this spirit,
too evident in some parts of the
Territory, which hinders that unit-
ed and consistent effort essential

1 to put our country upon a basis of

social and material prosperity."

In regard to local jealousies we
desire to say a word or two. By
more than one journal we have

been taken to task for our persis-
tent efforts in behalf of this section
of Montana. It should be borne in
mind that for )ears nearly every
county in the Territory has had the
advantage of being properly rep-
resented through the columns of
their respective journals, while this
section, until the advent of the
RECORD, has been disregarded and
its people basely slandered. No
epithet, however insulting, seemed
out of place when applied to this
town and locality. Every thing
foreign to a sense of true citizenship
or having an affinity to outlawry
was synonymous in application to
this section and to the enterprise
of its inhabitants. But a light has
fallen on this vicinity, a'nd it is not
to be wondered at that the RECORD
should be steadfast in its endeavors
to remove the impression which
other journals have persistently
attempted to create, and in some
instances partially established.
Nor htave we been alone in our
task of representilig the necessity
of combining general questions in
local issues. Other sections have
been equally persevering to the
same end, and no one can be better
acquainted with this fact than our
Helena friends, whose journals have
been illiberally persistent in the at-
tempt to concentrate trade for their
own advantage regardless of the
welfare of the Territory. The re-
verse of this has been the course
pursued by the people of this sec-
tion who believe that their inter-
ests are identical with the general:
progress of the Territory., We shall
refer to •te latter subject in a fu-

GOVERNOR POTTS' LETTER. c

The correspondence which we

publish in another column, requires
but little comment. GoveTrnor Potts
intimates the desire of the Ameri-
can citizens imprisoned at Fort
Garry for the appearance of cer-
tain witnesses on the 15th proximo
at the place of trial. Among those
needed are the men who were un.
der examination at Helena. Mr.
Trevanion Hale in acknowledging
the notification of the Governor,
briefly explains the position of the
parties whose evidence is required
by Vogle, Bell and Hughes, and
gives a brief summary of the na-
ture of their testimony. As Mr.
Hale says, Governor Potts must
"perceive the necessity of immedi-
ate steps being taken to stay the
trial" in order that the imprisoned
parties may not be denied the op-
portunity of defending themselves.
On receipt of that communication
we presume that.the, Governor will
not allow any delay to occur ere
the authorities at Washington are
in possession of the material facts
contained therein. That these men
are innocent of complicity in the
Cypress Hill fight, as charged by
the Canadian authorities, there
can be no doubt; and a great deal
of future trouble may now be avoid-
ed by the immediate use of the
telegraph in imparting the true
condition of their connection with
the Cypress Hill affair to the De-

partment of State. Even if these
men are convicted and sentenced
at Fort Garry in the absence of the
evidence in question, the matter
will not be allowed to end at that.
The President of the U. S. has the
power to demand the release of
Sany American citizen who may be

unjustly imprisoned by a foreign
Sgovernment, and of enforcing the
demand to any extent short of war.
That these men would be unjustly
Timprisoned were they convicted

without being able to produce the

bona fidd evidence of their inno-
cence which we assert exists, there
r could be no question, and that the

r demand for their release would in

that event be made, there can be
no doubt. In order to avoid un-
necessary delay and consequent
Spunishment of these men through
long and tedious imprisonment, we

. suggest that Governor Potts will
• immediately take such steps as will

-enable the acecused parties to ob-
:1 tain a speedy and fair trial. The
I law provides for cases Of this na-
'- ture, when the witnesses reside in

a foreign co~untry or where through

different causes they cannot be

present at the place of trial. The
President is empowered to appoint
a commissioner to receive the evi-
dence, at which both parties may
be represented by counsel. We

suggest that this course be adopt-
ed in this case as soon as possible,,
and that Governor Potts and Dele.
gate Maginnis endeavor to have
this commission appointed and
thus prevent the sacrifice of citi-
zens of this Territory fbr the sub-
servience of the interests of a for-
eign corporate monopoly.

"Our little contemporary at Fort
Benton is very much exercised
about the Yellowstone river. It is
quite evident that it thinks Benton
will be left out in the cold when
the boats commence navigating the
Yellowstone, which will be early
next season. We feel sorry for
Bent'rn, but the interests of the en-
tire Territory cannot be made sub-
servient to the little town at the
-head of navigation on the Upper
Missouri. But Benton should not
despair, she will have the patron-
age of Whoop-Up. [Avant Courier]

"Our little contemporary is very
much exercised" over the continued
efforts of the "Courier" to inveigle
the people of Fozeman into one of
the most ridiculous enterprises
that ever entered the imagination
of a wooden headed journalist. Is
the "Courier" really stupid enough
to think that the Yellowstone will
ever be navigated by steamboats,
or is it only trying to get even with
those of its patrons who have failed
to deliver their contributions of
flour and wood in lieu of cash sub-
scriptions ?

CHAS. K. WELLS

(SUCCESSOR TO J. UI. MING & CO.)

Helena ........................ Montana

Bookseller, Stationer

And Dealer in

FANY GOODS, NOTIONS,

Wall Papers, Musical .Instruments &
Strings, Et.,, •tc.

Agent for the

SINGE SEWING XACHINE.
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