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THE BENTON RECORDD
Fort Benton, i. T., V

BL' LSII:HED EVERY SATURDAY.

W. 1t. •tJC , - - - Editor & Proprietor. t

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION.

(ix avm' yc:.)
One copy, one year, - - - 4 00

b-ne copy, six months, - 2 50

One Copy, three months, - - - 1 50

SINGLE COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS.

ADVERTISING RATES. 2 w.

1 inch. $2 5uo$1 00'4 O0 $5 00 $10 00$1t; 00 $24 00 1
0 " 4 51 5 00 6 50 8 00 14 00: 20 00 30 00

3 " i 6 00 7 00 f 00 10 00 16 000 24 00: 40 00 1

4 " 7 00 8 00 10 00 12 00: 24 00' 36 00' 52 00

8 00 10 00 12 0 14 00; 30 00 40 600 64 00
6 " 9 00 12 00 14 00 16 00) 36 00 50 00' 80 00

S" 11. 00 20 0024 00 28 00 50 00' 80 001120 00

column 20 00 6 0 4 00 0 008036 00 10 00' SO) 0120 00200 00

Local notices 15 cents per line for first insertion and

10 cents for each subsequent insertion.

Legal advertisements, of not more than 10 lines solid

nonpareil, $1.50"for first insertion, and 75 cents for each

additional insertion.

IM I GRATIO N.

'1'Th Territorial press have a wak.

ened to the necess ty of providing'

suitable means for increasing the

population of Montana. The "In-

depenldet t" has taken heart at the

spirit at present displayed in the
different sections of the Territory,
and suggests the propriety of

establishing an Immigrant Bureau

by the Territorial Legislature. The

"Courier" also advocates the same,
and in the course of all. article on

il inmigration says:
"The legislature. at its several

Ll...r,•;,.,no i, hPkin n imnortuned by

the press of the Territory to pro- tI
vide means for the encouragement
of immigration, but it has invaria- v

bly adjoui ned without making any ir

provisions in the premises. At the i
last session a delegation visited the ii
Capital in the interest of this sub-
ject, but failed to induce the legis-
lature to do anything. Had that t(
Legislature performed its duty in N
this important matter, instead of ti
wrangling over local issues, Mon- o
tana would have caught several
thousand of those emigrants that t
went to California and a majority t;
settling down in the sage brush of f
Nevada and Utah. Besides getting f
her share of emigrants to other t
Territories. But a narrow short-

sigltted and mistaken view of econ- I

omy restrained the members from r
expending a few thousand dollars, 1
whereby hundreds of thousands t
would have been realized from it
by the people in a short while."

That is a bad record for our form-

er legislators to leave behind them. t
The economy of not appropriating

a paltry sum for advancing the

working interests, and preparing a

way for the future development of
our immense hidden wealth, is in.

deed short sighted, when through

proper a plication the slightest re-
sult would in a short time have
more than liquidated any expendi-
ture that -might have been m ade.

+ +, + ,. , : , +:, •+. : ,' . +5 +.

The prospects of the Territory ivi
would be materially advanced by ro

the direct gain from the increase of of

population and the future of Mon- tL

tana investments would no longer at

be a matter of speculation, as they in
are to day in the absence of capital CE

and labor.

We trust that the coming session

of the legislature will be marked by

a substantial effort towards the

recognition of the existing advan- ir

tages and inducements of this Ter-

ritory by all classes. A Bureau

having fbr its object the direction

of capital to our midst, and the g

speedy settlement of our i mnmense

agricultural fields, is what is needed,
's

and we are confident that the rep-
resentative of Choteau County will

on his part endeavor to secure the

establishment of a Territorial Im-

migrant Bureau.

TELEGRAP• .

It now appears that the telegraph tic
.ine between Benton and Fort Shaw ia]

rvill not be repaired. We are un- th

able to understand why it will not ir

be, or why any distinction should of

be tmade in the matter between th

Benton and Helesmi. This is un- bc

doubtedly the case, for nearly all ri
the insulators along this end of es

the line have been removed, to be gi

used between Helena and Shaw. um

The War Department, through pi

the commander of this military di- fr

vision, entered into an agreement la

in writing with the Western Union he

Telegraph Company to keep the o0
line between Helena and Benton lc

in working order in return for cer- of

tain considerations, among which m

was a special rate for Government c(

telegrams. The line has been out ri

of repair for a long time, owing to is

the depleted condition of the mili- a

tary companies at Shaw and at this n

place, and also owing to the im- a

proper distribution of troops during ii

the summer months. Several com- a

panies have been strengthened by o

recruits, and part of the necessary S

work in progress is the repair of b

the telegraph line. But why should ii

this very evident prejudice be en- I

tertained. Is the military force of a

Montana the property of any par- t

ticular section or locality? It does e

seem as if the troops now in this t

Territory were stationed here for c

the sole purpose of strengthening f

sectional animosities, by the way r
in which some of their .officers are (

catering to the wishes of a few resi- (

dents of the Territory and ignor- .

ing the interests and necessities pf f

entire settlements, Benton and i

icinity seems to be peculiarly un- t
Drtunate in exciting the prejudice be

f civil and military officials, but if ol

here is any virtue in protest, we tE

Lre determined that unjust discrim- lk

nation against this community shall Nx
ease. a
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Railroad seems to be the all ab- noti
,rbing topic with some of our lead- Mor
ig journals at present. It is a very

ood theme and a very proper one,

eiing so closely connected with the

rand future of this Territory. But

ie desire to command lines of rail- '
lad seems for the moment to have tak,

Tut out from thought the fact thati con,

ature has already provided a of t
leans of transportatien, an avenue long

:hich will wear with any of the pou

roposed railroads, and remain in we

se as long as it is practicable to the

oat a craft upon its waters, and are
vhich at present requires the atten- the

ion of the well-wishers of Territor- No
al progress. The improvementof the

he Upper Missouri will prove of up

mnense importance to the pe'iple liar

)f Montana. A regular season for to

he shipment of freight will be a oT

)oon to the merchants of this Ter- shc

-itory. The strongest possibility to
Mxists that an appropriation will be abl

-ranted, sufficient to cover all the ofu ni:ecessary expenses atten ing the

Lroject. The result of this season's ing

Ereighting, the very fact of a heavily

Laden steamer arriving and landing for

her cargo at a point on the river

only distant two-hundred miles be-

low Benton, during the lowest stage mt
of water, towards the end of the soi

month of October, should be an in-

centive to push the question of re
so'

river improvement to immediate pi

issue. It certainly will be a favor- hij

able point to advance, and one ha
which will be instantly recognized, ti(

at the proper quarter, as a promis-

ing inducement towards completing m
a work which has always been fav- na
orably considered by the United wi

States Engineers. The matter can fr<

be settled this winter, for, as we sc

understand, the Engineers' office at n
Washington is already in posses- f
sion of all the necessary informa- th

tion concerning the obstacles to be al

encountered and the difficulties in fr

the way of free navigation that re-

quire removal, so that a formal of- lai
ficial survey of the required im- B

provements on the Upper Missouri ai

can be avoided. In that event, the e(

only thing necessary is an ap

propriaion- from Congress. Weti
are assured t:hat Delegate Magin. ;
nis will make every effort to obtain di

- - :,

e appropriation, and that hle vill gent

aided by the leading merchants a.ks

Montana in this laudable under-
king. It is time, then, that the decc

ading journals of the Territory pos

ere engaged on this subject. We "I
'e close on to the meeting of Con- O

Stheress and the project in question Sou

one of general importance, the tthre
iccessful result of which will be a thei

Dticeable and immediate gain in sev(
roul[ontana markets. rou
sak(
Ston.

YELLOWSTONE. i
is i1

the
The Bozeman "Courier" again rate

akes us to task for our remarks can

oncerning the projected opening acee
Iseef the Yellowstone river, and in a clia

3ng editorial on the subject pro- thel

pounds a few questions to which men
ye here make answer. So far as resi

he reports of distinguished officers sea

"re concerned, we care not whether toi

hey are true, false, or imaginative. arg

.To doubt those officials enjoyed Ye

,hemselves greatly during their trip Be'

ip the river, and in return could mna

iardlv do less than say something po(
;o please the Bozeman people. prf

This was all right and proper, but wi
mur neighbors of Eastern Montana s
hiould not have been silly enough we
to accept the reports as unquestion- ye
ble evidence of the navigability ga

3f a river that, except during an or

unusual freshet, will hardly float a
peanut shell. We clip the follow-
ing from Gen. Forsyth's report: co

"I feel justified in saying that ye
tor three months of each year the th(
Yellowstone is navigable from its th

mouth to the mouth of the Big
Horn, and if' reports are true, it is
much better than the Upper Mis- ag
souri for the same period.'" m

Niw instead of this justifiable t
rpnnrt on reliable informalion of ;

me interested steamboat clerk or
lot, had Gelt. Forsyth expressed
mself in plain words, he would

.ve said. "In return for hospitali-
.s extended to me on my excur-
mn up the Yellowstone, it is cx-

acted that I shall make favorable
ention of the practicability of I
wvigating the Yellowstone River

ithin safe transporting distancee
om Bozeman. This I cannot con-t

;ientiously do, but I feel justified
om my own observation and from

fbormation received from the crew
the Josephine, in stating that
ie Yellowstone is navigable for
out three months of each year
'om its mouth to, say the mouth of
ig Horn, a distance of several
undred miles from Pompey's Pil-

Lr, which itself is distant from W,

ozeman over two hundred miles,
ad, further, as I am reliably inform-

I by a roustabout on the steamer
osephine, itis as good as the Up- Age

er Missouri for the above- men-

oned period." That is the plain,iatter of 'et under-standibg to g be

erived from the accomptished

tiemrnan's report. Our cotem.
s us if we thinkk Gen. Forsyth
iuld lie without a purpose. No,
do not think the Gen. would

ceive anybody without a pur

se.
"Does the RECOaDP claim that it
uld be more to the interests of

e business men of Eastern and
uthern Montana to pay two or
ree cents more per pound for

eir freight and have it delayed
veral weeks on acccunt of its

und-about transit, just for the
ke of shipping by way of Ben-

n.
We ask nothing for Benton that
in conflict with the interests of
e business men of Montana. Our
tes are open, and if lower rates
n be found, or more rapid transit
complished on other routes, we
e nothing to prevent the mer-
iants of Montana from trying
iem. They have already experi-
ented in that respect and the
sult is that the Benton route this
Cason commanded nearly the en-
re freight business of the Terri-
>ry. It is impossible for us to
rgue against mythical rates. The

eilowstone rate is a myth; the
enton rate is clearly defined, a
latter of dollars and cents in the

ockets of the merchants who have
ractically tested its relative value
rith other routes. We know the

istance from Benton to Bozeman,
re would have to wait at least a
ear even if the Yellowstone navi-
ation Company were a reality, be-
)re we could fine out the point at
vhich freight could be landen on

he Yellowstone River. We are
onfident that at any season of the
ear it will be above the mouth of
he Big Horn, and how far below
hat it would be practical to landireiglht we are unable to determine,
)f course, until the "Courier" im-

iginary navigation company deter-
nines it for us by practical. illus-
;ration.
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