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OUR LEGISLATUEEQ

The coming sasswn of the ’Ieln-

torial l_at‘olbldtﬂl*e is no dmzbt luakw'-

ed forward to by all classes of peo-
ple in every section of Montana
with unusual interest. ' The result
of the Legislative meeting may

prove an inportant stride towards|

establishing the reputation of our
Territory, commercial and other-
wise, upon a sound and permanent
basis, It is for our representatives

to decide whether they will leave

behind them ' records similar to
those of their predecessors, or take
the initiatory step towards inducing
practical recognition of the immense
and constantly increasing advanta-
ges and inducements which this
Territory holds forth to capitalists,
farmers, mechanics, laborers, and|

others; and thus place upon the|

nages of Montana’s early history a
mark to which, when our . fertile
plains and valleys are tecming with |
an industrious aund prosperous pop-
ulation, they and their children, and
others equally interested, can refer
with peide a,.nd satisfaction. At

1o period since the orgasization of
our Tervitorial Government have
we stood snmuchin needof pmmpt-
and 1ud1<:1oub Ieﬂ'lﬂatmn. The 'Edst;'_

and the West are. Just aw

iter & Proprzetcr. !

- displays more or less ansi
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I from the merchait’s r

g mea«ums whwh will
to the faot that a regmn Of Lountry:

ly set forth the peculiar advanta-
ges and resources of their respect-
live localities, all of which must
haveexerted someinfluence towards
bringing to our doors the ca ipital
and the population which we so
much need. But the most forcible

incentive to legislative

Every person
ety to ad-

the gencral public.

the Territory; every loeality is
zealously laboring to win the race
for supremacy ; the most determin-
¢d cfforts are made on every side
to concentrate trade and commerce,
and an air of stability surrounds
every business house and dwelling,
esidence to
the miner’s hut, and from the smal
lest retail e-tab11sh.nent to the 1ar9
est wholesale firm. Al this proves
“he commendable intl |

encouraged by the most wise and
clearly defined legislative acts.
Our representatives at the next
session will have many subjects of
importanee to deal with. The ques:
tion of railroad communication will
perhaps demand a large share of
their time and attention, as it iz a
matter of deepest concern to some
lacalities and of more or le s inter-
estto all. A 1.1__111:{)(1c_1 would per-
haps benefit Chotean County less
than any other section of Montana,
but any medinm by which the tide
of emigration may be turned this
way, must eventually benefit every
town village and hamlet in the
'Ior'nt(h} .
‘means ummportant duty of the leg:

‘proper stock km*“ The one b

vice 11; renders, a dead lntier We

are in favor Qf railrcad r-ommum--_
C"tthll or am other Lﬂt(‘lpllbb ﬂ:‘at-
will beneﬁt‘the Ecnlio{; and, as &l

consequence, this and ad;.«,u:,{mt_l
calities; but we are !1 hat
precedeﬂce sh@uldbe

people, and their cfforts &hou}d be

cal journals have ably and diligent- |

con%iﬂm a-
| tion lies in the spirit manifested by

stance.

Ishould be

Another, and by nol

resent emctmn is, for dl* the ser-|
P

Twenty-five regiments of infan-
try, 848 officers, and 11,000 mon.
Available recruits, hospital stew-

dr(h, &e., 3,821,
The numb{,r of enlisted men al-

lowed by Congress is 25,000, The
number of effectual troops cannot
.| bemore than19,000. Still, retrench-
ers and reformers insist that the
army is too great an expense, that

Lit must be eut down to 10,000, At

no time has the arnmy been up to

vance the prospering condition of the numerical standard, either be-

fore the lastreduction or subsequent

thereto. The ery was well,

s by e GO O o
can musterai army of 58,000 at

£

if vou

an allowed maximuom strength of
town miast it s Ji}p&ientf tO a ' tri-

60,000, surely you ean inuster the
same number at a reduced permis-
sive maximum strength. The same
argument is now used, the fact how-
ever being entirel y'_{'orgot-te-ﬂ that

| the number of ineffective men will

be the same under every circum-
We can plainly perceive
that the actual strength of the
army relies on the maximum fto
which 1t can be raised. Every re-
port verifies this. The consequence,
then, of a further reduction of the
army from 25,000 to ten thousand
would be a practical reduction
from 24,000 to probably 8000. If
the present number is ineflectual
towards establishing peace and quiet
along the immense frontier border,
what a pitiable sitnation would be |}
presented in the event of a further
reduction. Were the interests of
the people alone in determination
the army instead of being reduced
increased to a masimum
strength of at least 50,000,

Touching the relation of the mili-
; tdrv towar fis the Kiowa, Chcx enne,

islature, will be the enaction o | and  Comanche Indians, General

Sherman says: :

“If military commanders can|
have contirol overthe supplies need-
led by these Tndians, as they now.
have over their persons, I am con-

-.vmced that a conditmn of peace
can be mamtd}md The Swux ve- |
el cently made incursions into Narth-|
. “--'--'ern Nebraska, mostly to steal cat-
i :tle ‘md herses alonfr thc Pacxﬁf,_*
T ' justly and impartially between the|
membcrs of tlns tmbe and all whxte;

"__"Gul eral

ing the past year than any former
year. The prospect is, that as
the country settlesit will be less
each year, till all the Indians are
on small reservations ; but till they
acquire habits of industry in farm-
ing or stock-raising they will need
food from the Government, because
the game on which they have sub

sisted has diminished very rapidly.”

Judging from the present con-
dition of the Comanche and Apache
Indians, the most fitting agent for
compelling a peaceful attitude fon
the part of the Tndians towards the
white setilers is the army. This
fact cannot be concealed. ¥ In our
fling extent, certainly, butithen suf
ficient to satisfy the most impartial
judges; yes, even those who once
earnestly advocated the peace meas-
ure, so called. The only guarantee |
that the peﬂple tif-;‘-.!fhlfi Tcrl‘ltﬂr}

¢an have that the Government in-

tends to protect them from Indian
depradations in future is the knowl-
edge that the Indian Department
has been abolished, and that the|
army has the sole LOI]t-I‘Ol of Indian
affairs.
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THE BELKNAP LETTER.

In Iast issue of the Recorp we
publid}ed a communication from
Maj. Fanton, Indian Agent at Fort
Belknap, in connection with some
late instructions from the Indian
Bepcﬂtment relative to the duties
of Agents in regard to the arrest
and punishment of lawless Indians.
In the present issue we publish a
letter from a resident of Benton,

who seems to doubt the sincerity | to abandon Camp Baker in Monta
Sr=h % i : .. 2 -n-,

of Major Fanton’s expressed inten-
tions to use the authority lately in-
yested in him, for the benefit of the
white residents of this community.
and the writer suggests that the

arrest and _punishment of Little
Mountain would satisfy the friends | .
of the unfortunate men whom thls; b |
Indian is supposed to have murder-| e e
|ed that the Agent of the Assina-

s means for the future "
boins ng. uture -to deal__ but f; e - Madzsama,n

advance i

‘ﬁ;‘ﬁ‘lﬂ‘l’ 'ﬁ‘
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no doubt that that individual will
at once be placed in the hands of
the military. It is but fair to state
that a short time following the
murder of Gorman and Kesee, Lit-
tle Mountain was examined by Maj.
Fanton, in the presence of a parly

of soldiers and citizens from Fort

Benton. The Indian told a very
unsatisfactory story c:'m(;m'n'no‘
himself and the mttrdeled men, bas
there appears to have been noth-
ing in his own or the evidence

| against him to prove that he had

any hand in the murder, at h,r'bt
such was the opinion of Maj. Fan-
ton and the interpreter, Ma‘}. Cul-
bertson. That Little Mountain is
really the murderer of Buckshot,
Poliet, (Gorman, and Kesee, no one
in this vicinity can well doubt as
Little Mountain himself has openly
acknow]edqed that he eommitted

mer of killing
G-orr-nan an& jsee in. a way that
agrees with aﬂ the known circum-
stances of the horrible deed. If the
friends of the murdered men desire
‘to have the matter again investi-
gated they have a perfect right to
do 50, and Major Fanton v ill either
assist them or prove f ﬂqe' “to his
ﬁrubt and his prommea.

The annnal report of anmdlu

General A. H. Terry, Comnmndmg_

the Department of Duakota, shows
that the total force in that Depart-
ment consists of 224 offisers, 3,423
enlisted men, and sixty-two Indian
scouts.  {He recommends that a
post of four companies be establish-
ed at tho Forks of Muscleshell
river, to be comp%ed of mixed
cavalry and infantry, with a view

na, and also to establish another
post near the head of navigation of
the Yellowstone, near the Mouth of
the Bw Hom ——{Heiena Herald ]
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