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OUR LEGISLATURE.

The coming session of the Terri-

torial Legislature is no doubt look-
ed forward to by all classes of peo-

ple in every section of Montana
with unusual interest. The result

of the Legislative meeting may
prove an inportant stride towards
establishing the reputation of our
Territory, commercial and other-
wise, upon a sound and permanent
basis. It is for our representatives
to decide whether they will leave
behind them records similar tc

those of their predecessors, or take
the initiatory step towards inducing
practical recognition of the immense
and constantly increasing advanta
ges and inducements which this
Territory holds forth to capitalists,

farmers, mechanics, laborers, and
others; and thus place upon the

pages of Montana's early history a
mark to which, when our fertile

plains and valleys are teeming with
an industrious and prosperous pop.
ulation, they and their children, and
others equally interested, can refer
with pride and satisfaction. Al

no period since the organization ol
our Teritorial Government havc

we stood sn muchinneedof promp1
and judicious legislation. The Ea 1

and the West are just awakening
to the fact that a region of country
whose ogold-bearing mines a~dd au
riferous fields'outshine in wealth
the riches of Ualifrnia ori Aistralia
in their most profitable and prom

ising periods, while it has in addi

tion to these igultural and stock.
growing resources that :re second
to noe in nife world. The Terri.
torial Press ha of late" heralde
the fact -of.s
tries ftw ~aud we, f~

cal journals have ably and diligent-

ly set forth the peculiar advanta-
ges and resources of their respect-
ive localities, all of which must
r. haveexerted some influence towards
bringing to our doors the capital

and the population which we so

50 much need. But the most forcible
50 incentive to legislative considera-

tion lies in the spirit manifested by

the general public. Every person

w displays more or less anxiety to ad-
vance the prospering condition of

00 the Territory; every locality is

0 zealously laboring to win the race

0 for supremacy; the most determin-
ed efforts are made on every side

to concentrate trade and comrn merce,
lid and an air of stability surrounds

every business house and dwelling,
from the merchant's residence to

the miner's hut, and from the smal-
lest retail establishment to the larg-

i- est wholesale firm. All this proves
k- re•romi imetdable inalitinYioi of trie

0- people, and their efforts should be
sa encouraged by the most wise and
It clearly defined legislative acts.

by Our representatives at the next

is session will have many subjects of
ir importance to deal with. The ques-

r- tion of railroad communication will
it perhaps demand a large share of

as their time and attention, as it is a

re matter of deepest concern to some
to localities and of more or le s inter-

ce est to all. A railroad would per-
ig haps benefit Choteau County less

3e than any other section of Montana,

a- but any medium by which the tide
is of emigration may be turned this

:s, way, must eventually benefit every

Id town village and hamlet in the

te Territory. A.?other, and by no

a means unimportant, duty of the leg-
le islature, will be the enaction of

th proper stock laws. TIyhe one at

P- present existing is, for all the ser-
vd vice it renders, a dead letter. We

or are in favor of railroad communi-
Lt cation or any other enterprise that
of will benefit the T'Ierritory and, as a

ie consequence, this and adjacent lo-

t calities; but we are desirous that
st precedence should be given to these

ig measures which will:have the most

7Y immediate eifect.

th GENE • SHERi S REPORT.

SThe I eort of General

6 strengt army at I, line
4- ~mve u

nt- Twenty-five regiments of infar

ta- try, 848 officers, and 11,000 men.
ct- Available recruits, hospital stew

Lst ards, &c., 3,321.

:ds The number of enlisted men a

tal lowed by Congress is 25,000. Th

so number of effectual troops cannc

ble be more than 19,000. Still, retrencl

ra. ers and reformers insist that th

by army is too great an expense, the

o it must be cut down to 10,000. A
ad. no time has the army been up t

of the numerical standard, either b

is fore the last reduction or subsequer
rce thereto. The cry was well, if yo

can muster an army or, 30,000i
ie yan allowed maximum strength

cc, 60,000, surely you can muster ts
ids same number at a reduced permi

i' sive maximum strength. The san

to argument is now used, the fact hon
iab ever being entirely forgotten th:

rg- the number of ineffective men wi
yes be the same under every circut

tie S~ahce. We can plainly'percei,

be thlt the actual strength of tI
fnd army relies on the maximum 1

which it can be raised. Every r
,xt port verifies this. The consequenc

of then, of a further reduction of tl
es- army from 25,000 to ten thousar

till would be a practical reductic

of from 24,000 to probably 8,000.
a the present number is ineffectul

me towards establishing peace and qui

er- along the immense frontier borde

er- what a pitiable situation would 1
sss presented in the event of a furth,

reduction. Were the interests
ide the people alone in determinatic
his the army instead of being reduce

Jry should be increased to a maximu
the strength of at least 50,000.

Touching the relation of the mil
tary towards the Kiowa, Cheyenn

of and Comanche Indians, Gener

at Sherman says:
er- "If military commanders ca

e have control over the supplies nee
i- ed by these Indians, as they no

hat have over their persons, I am co

vmced that a condition of peai
- can be maintained. The Sioux r
hat cently made incursions into Nort

erns Nebraska, mostly to steal ca

ost tie and horses along the Pacif
railway, and north of it. Gener
Crook is of opinion that the who
army, acting defensively, cannt
prevent these ineursioni, and -su

al gests that troops be placed in ti
Smidst of the Indians, so as to waV
ne them and prevent their leaving a

n pretense of hunting~. This is. i$

pracicable, unless the army fhai

S plies of othese tribes withiu the

,:; -rtrts'eive~t eei

fan- ing the past year than any form
year. The prospect is, that

:ew- the country settles it will be 1h

each year, till all the Indians a
al- on small reservations; but till th

The acquire habits of industry in fare
inot ing or stock-raising they will ne
rich- food from the Government, becai

the the game on which they have sr
that sisted has diminished very rapidly

At Judging from the present cc

z to dition of the Comanche and Apac
be- Indians, the most fitting agent 1

ient compelling a peaceful attitude

vou the part of the Indians towards t
at white settlers is the army. TI

i of fac-t eCain ot bo concealed.. i In o

the own midst it is apparent, to a I

mis- fling extent, certainly, but}then s
ame ficient to satisfy the most impart

low- judges; yes, even those who or
that earnestly advocated the peace me

will ure, so called. The only guarani

um- that the people :of. this Territc

eive can have that the Government
the tends to protect them from Indi

to depradations in future is the kno
re- edge that the Indian Departme

nee, has been abolished, and that t
the army has the sole control of Indi
;and affairs.
tion

If
THE BELKNAP LETTER.tual

uiet In last issue of the RECORD
der, published a communication fri

[ be Maj. Fanton, Indian Agent at F<
ther Belknap, in connection with so

s of late instructions from the Indi
,tion Department relative to the dut
iced of Agents in regard to the arr
aum and punishment of lawless India

In the present issue we publisi
nili- letter from a resident of Bent
nne, who seems to doubt the sincer

eral of Major Fanton's expressed int
tions to use the authority lately

can vested in him, for the benefit ofi
eed- white residents of this communi
now and the writer suggests that 1

con- arrest and punishment of Lit
eace Mountain would satisfy the frier

re; of the unfortunate men whom t
rth- Indian is supposed to have murd

cat- ed that the Agent of the Assi
cific boinsmeans for the futura to d
eral justly and impartially between 1

hole members of this tribe and all wh

not citizens.
g Wheother or not- Major Fani

the has ever taken proper measures
atch prevent depredations by the tr
n a of Indians unider his charge, we; 1

iW lieve tha3 he xew intends to ex
a o cise thet fl of the author

se lately invested in him for that p

re- pose, and if a p~royer demand

dith U mrde'rxnr Little Mnitntadin wi ha

,mer no doubt that that individual. wil
t as at once be placed in the hands o

less the military. It is but fair to statg

are that a short time following thl1
thev murder of Gorman and Kesee, Lit

arm- tie Mountain was examined by Maj
need Fanton, in the presence of a parl:
ause of soldiers and citizens from For

sub Benton. The Indian told a ver
ly.' unsatisfactory story conccrninm
himself and the murdered men, bu

ache there appears to have been noti

for ing in his own or the evidenc
3 ron against him to prove that he ha,

Sthe any hand in the murder, at lers
This such was the opinion of Maj. Fai

our ton and the interpreter, Maj. Cu

tri- bertson. That Little Mountain i
ruf eally the murderer of Buckshol

rtial Poliet, Gorman, and Kesee, no on
once in this vicinity can well doubt a

neas- Little Mountain himself has open!
intee acknowledged that he committe
torall of the murders, and has eve

tory described • e riner of ikillin
t in-

Gorman and Kesee in a way theagrees with all th known circun
owl- stances of the horrible deed. If tl

rnent friends of the murdered men desir
the to have the matter -again invest

Ldian gated they have a perfect right t

do so, and Major Fanton will eithe
assist themi or prove .false T0_-o h:
trust and his promises.

> we The annual report of Brigadie
from General A. H. Terry, Commandin

Fort the Department of Dakota, shos;
some that the total force in that Depar

idian ment consists of 224 offisers, 3,42
uties enlisted men, and sixty-two India

rrest scouts. 1He recommends that

ians. post of four companies be establisl
sh a ed at the Forks of Muscleshe

nton river, to be composed of mixe

Brity cavalry and infantry, with a vie,
tn to abandon Camp Baker in Mont;

y in na, and also t0o eabJish ano6th

f the post near the head of navigation (

the Yellowstone; near the Mouth (
the the Big Horn.--[Helena Herald,

ends The "Independent" says: "Flot

ths is declining, dealers refusing t
buy atpreientquotations anholt,
ers are storing."

dea Well that is encouraging ne_
e ' but the '"Madisonian" saysi: 24
he advance in the priee• •f flour ih Moiontaa is no caused by any ri

combnmatioi, but fom .fo an al ats
scarcity of the article,"Tesre ma be a scarcity owin

trbe to an unlooked for demand but tht
0 be- therl as been acombined endearc
exer- to hit the mnarket wk afIe conf
ority det ke

I --


