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UNFAER APPORTIONMENT,

A correspondent inyites our df
tention tu the sceming unfairness of
the apportionment of Repre*'on’i‘a-
fives to the Ninth Legislative As-

sembly of Montana. It is very
gratifving indeed to find that
strong  and general desire exists

among our people to have the exact
standing of the County known, and
its just claims properly recognized.
Anditis the same to us whether
this feeling is the result of local
rivalry produeed by zealous advo:
cates for theix rights and privileg-

¢s us defined by law, or whether it |

eprings from a desire to see the
laws so regulated or revised that
the just dues of this or any other
county cannot be neglected or abu -
ed by improper legislation. In
cither case it proves & warm inter-
est in the political affairs of the
Territory, it showsa healthy status,
which we regard as a favorable
omen of the future of the coantry.

Glancing over the list of Repre-|
sentatives
cil, it certainly appears that comr;
sounties are by no me: ummmeaem
ed in the manner provided for by

law, but a review of the law itself

shows that the apportionment is
properly made

provisions contained therein. At

the eighth regular session of the
Legislature held in 1874, a bill was
passed regulating  the apportion-

election of members of the Assenm-|!
bly.
the organie aet, the act rjf' 18‘1' i
sec. 2, says that * '
&@aemblv of the '1*!""

L{)qul‘:b of ths rie _

to the Hounse and Coun- |

ment and preseribing the time of

{of Chotean and Meagher have

P

aecording to the|®
: {the pew era now ddwnmg upon

the commercial history of the coun-
try she can bave no mmgmﬁcant_,
place, as she holds the key to the
- natnm] tramporidtion h]ghwmf of"

As already provided for byl

(head, jointly, one member : Deer
Lodge, two members ; Missoula,one
member

s Deer Lodge and Missoula,
jointly,

Clarke, three members; Jeffergon,
Gallatin, one mem-
her . Jefferson and Gallatin, jointly,
and Cho-
teau, jointly, one member. It will
thus be seen that, outside of the
Counties of Chotean and Meagher,
independent of a fair representa-
tion in the Counecil an additional
joint representation of three mem-
bers is allowed to the Counties of
Madison
Lodge and Missouly, and Jefferson
and Gallatin, while the Counties

one member;

one member ; Meagher

and Beaverhead, Deer

only
joint representaticn.

'The members of the FHonse of
Representatives are apportioned
as follows:  Madison, f{)ur mern-
bers ; ""'Ré-'e'ﬁ’.--eh;(‘nd ‘one |
Deer Lodge, five members; Mis-
sonla, three members ; Lewis and
Clarke, five members; Jeflerson,
two members ;
bers ; Jefivrson and Gullatin, jointly,
one member; Meagher, one mem-
ber ; Choteau, one member.

W hile admitting that the appor
tionment is
visions
that a revision 18 pecessa
der to place Choteun
a proper footing
ties. he Organic Act provides
that the apportionment shall be as
nearly equal as possible, and shall
be according to the number of
qualified voters. under-
stand it, the present apportionment
is made up from the censusof 1870.
But six years have since elapsed,

(Galiatin, two mem-

of the Btatules wa -.'.'i-'li.a.-f.‘-i.\ti

i o

{fotnty ‘upon

with ather coul-

As-we

during which, Choteau County has |

emerged from comparative obscuri-
ty. her population has largely in-
creased, many acres of her soil are
aettled and enltivated, her stock:
raising and agricultural advantages
have become an 'aki}omeaged
source of unlimited wealth, and n

one member; Lewis and

member ;

| tilities as follows:

perity, in which to an extent all
other localitics are interested, the

I very evident fact tm'l.t.__\x-.__cjd. ¢ enti-

tled to a more ample representation
would be readily end practically
acknowledged. We invite the at-
tention of onr worthy Represente-
tiva to this matter, trusting that it
will receive from him the considera-
tion it certainly -n.wnts-._ '

THE INDIAN PROBLEHM.

1t cannot be other than a matter
of astonishment to the people who
mmhabit the vast fr(mtier settlements
of the United States to view the
manner in which the Indian grblem
is handled and :umn;')_tul to be sol-
ved by the would be experts in In-
diun affairs, in the East.  1he ideas
entertained by these experts seem
more qurpnsmfr Jugt now than at
any other time it view of the re-
cord of the past year. and the re-
ports of the several distriet and di-
vision army commanders, Various
are the reasons assigned for the hos-
tile condition of the several tribesof
Indians.  Gen. Pope, in his report,
deals with the cause of Indian hos-
“Whatever may

‘have given rise to previous out-

:ﬁ"(-.(:{ 111'1]{}. ff’ f}lb "lz.u':- :I

1 monthe.

cient to satisfy their wants.
have been for wecks without the
‘bread ration and a year? s allowance __

hreaks, it ¢s nm,t be claimed that
Deuliies daring the past sea-
aceastoned by thein-
of the white m

privilege of 1

en upon
vight or he Indian.—

The real cause, In my opinion, avis-

o3 from the fact that several thous-

and wild savages are gathered and
p](ted on remote reservations un-
der no other control, restraint, or
influence, than that exercised by
one of the worst features of the
same,
portunity of seeing or knowing any
of the more elevating ir_jﬂuences
that govern civilized people. An:
other and still stronger reason for
disaffection, one that will domom‘-

ize any people, and which tends to
create disaffection and arouse their

turbulent spirits is the faet that the
provisions given them are insuffi-

‘iof fom I'-a Lxhauqted insixor &even_f
A‘a tb83b ?)Gwelful tl 1beb;;
'___h?_v_e iwecz] tﬁm'{mg 11 subjec

any

without ever baving an op-

trok
d, | desirons of pea
. :j_'-th_an the oﬁ&e of"the_ _-ﬂa&}

chase, should be sold, and the pro-
ceeds returned to them in domestic
stock.  Whenever anything like

the abiove has been tried it has
been eminently successful, and a
marked 1nstance of this 13 the

;.}e)\x-'enul and now prosperous tribe
of Navajos of New Mexico;, while
the strong, indastrious, but degen-
erating tribe of Cheyeuncs prove
the folly of the fruitless experi-
ments and vacillatory poliey that
has governed them for the past

twenty years.”

The government which alone can

suffice to restrain the Indian and
enforce respect i3 the army. The
transfer of the Indian affuirs to the
military is advoeated by every one
having any idea of the present con-
dition of the Indian, and what it
might be under a different rule
from that which hos oeeasioned it

Gen. Scholield, in advocating the

transfer of the Indian Bureau to the
War Department as a E!"E‘“-mlt? n{
’me public service, says:
“The events of the pas
have demonstrated the utter ina-

:.i.r. p¥0t1

bility of a civil department of the| 3
ested in the

Government to maintain the neces-

sary control over uncivilized In-!

dians. Theeffort to control through
civil agents while at peace on their
reservations, and then turn them
over to the army when they leave
their reservations or commit acts
of hostility has proved, as might |
have been expected, a most efficient |
mode of producing war. The offi-
cers of the army are compelled to
stand idly by, po"varless for gnod,
while their promises to the Indians
made at the termination of hostili-
ties are being violated, and the dic-
tates of wisdom, justice, and even
common honesty disregarded;in the

 daily treatment of the helpless sav-
age, who has no possible means of

redress but eseape from a reserva-
tion when his life is made intolera-

them back upon their reservations,

‘and punish them for disobedience. | «
Thus a war is inangurated which |
could not have happened if the lnv
dians had been under mlhﬁary con- |
No class of citizens is more | _
ndians
There_'_

with the

‘Then the'*-arm’y is called up-| "
i pursue tie Indians, and force |

| friendly set of oflicials,

' be reversed.

or peace in our remote Territories
absolutely under the control of ir-
responsible civil agents, while the
army officers, who must fight the
battles, are powezl 58 to avert the

nnnecessary evil. However dis-
tasteful the duties of Indian agents
may be, the officers of the army
would gladly perform them. as the

practical remedy for the existing

evil. The proposed change could
not but result in a great saving of
expense to the ccuntry.”

i
g

Among the bills presented at the
opening of Congress we notice one
by Steele, of Wyoming, providing
for the election of the Gove
and Territorial officers by the peo.
ple. While we are in no wise anx-
ions to advocate any measure that
would entail additional expense to
the present scattered population of
this Perritoty, we are nevertheless
infavor of such a law. The fact of

an additional election expense be-
mfr added thereby would be offset-
'ted by the advantages” which cer-
tainly would follow were our Ter-
ritorial officials more deeply inter-
future welfare of the
country, as would naturally be the
case were these offieials elected by
and from among the people. While

rnor

Iwe are at present to a very great

extent favored by an energetic and
under the
rule which now regulates the ap-

pointment of the officers of the

Territory the case may at any time
As in the States, so
is it necessary in the Territories
that in particular the Governor
and his successor ip office, in case
of a sudden vacancy, should be

thoroughly identified with the trade

or commerce of the country over
which he assumes such important
juriﬁdﬁcti'on We might go further
even and insist that this status is

more requisite in the Territovies

t:him in the S-ta"tc&

From ia.,te advices we leam that
the supply of grain for the Fort
Shaw military post is being filled
thvough pnbhc Pontract at extreme-

Gmngap-"fr‘éendsf It musiz certaml} .
the truthq '

strengt h eir mmd-




