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EXD OF VOIL. L

The first volume of the RECORD
‘loses with 'this number. The first

appear next Friday morning, great-

iy enlarged and typograhpically
improved, and in future will contain
a much Jarger complement of local
and general reading matter. Eco-
nomical management and a steady
increase of patronage has placed
the paper upon a firm paying
basis, a fact of which we are not a
little proud when considering the
many disadvantages under which
we have labored during the year,
and the many prophecies of failure

with which we were favored be:|

fore and after our establishment at
Benton. Our task, it is true, bas
not been an easy one, for many
Journals have struggled and failed
under far more favorable circum-
stances than the REcorD bas en-
_]oyed hut the result of our labors
is none the less satisfactory be:
cause every dollar of our recelpts
have been faithfully and laboricus
ly earned. . :

For the forthcoming volume we
ﬁxpect o more liberal and exten-
sive patronage—not in the way of
charitable donations, but as pay-
ament for tull value recewed We
mean to earn 3}1 that we get and

want all that we earn, and so long |

as our labors are fairly compensat-
ed, 80 long WIH: tbe EEGGRB o« on

HONOR TO WHOM HONOR® IS DUE.

In a recent controversial article
on the Helena and Benton Railroad,
thie “Independent” claims to have

“originated the idea” and fo have
urged the measure through the
Legiclative Assembly. During or
about the time of the meeting of
the Legislature, and before any
other journal had agitated the mat
ter, the “Independent” certainly
did advocate the construction of a
railroad from Helena to the head
of navigation ; but the credit of
originating the idea belongs  to
Choteau County’s Representative,
Hon. R. S. Ford. At the railroad
convention held in Helena in April,
1875, every section of the Terri
tory was represented, and every

{county and town endeavored to

grind its own particular ax. Cho-
teau was represented by Mr. Ford,
and whether or not the gentleman

| regarded the project of a H. & B.

road in a local or a general sense

he presented a resolution to the ef

fect that the Territorial Legisla-
ture should encourage the construc

: .. ition of a railroud from Helena to
number of the second volume will

the head of navigation cn the Mis
souri river. Mr Ford also repre-
sented this county in the last Legis-
lature, and true to that consistency
which has characterized all bis
public actions, he presented the
bill that authorizes the construc-
tion of the road by the counties
interested. The “Independent’’ no
doubt materially assisted in the
passage of the bill, and its efforts
are not undpprcmated but we be-
lisve in giving ‘‘credit where cred-
it is due,” hence these remarks,

IMMIGRATION,

At the last méeting of the '_I'-ér-
ritorial Legislature a bill calculat-

ed to encourage an increase of}

populati n wus framed. The ob-

tavorably considered,

tunately, it was oppnsed by those
whose mistaken zeal for Gﬂ(}BOTH},

or desire to advance thelr reqpbct

ive railroad pm}ects, would not
permit them to vote for the ex-
penditure of the few thousands
necessary to place the measure up-
ona pracmcal footmg They re-

'gardaﬁ the expense as unﬂecessary,
| for the reason that the construe- | duces
-1tion of & railroad,_—" which they con-|of indeper
"sldered a settled fact, woul !‘"Gpﬁn-"_- hich is'in
: _up avez‘y av ue of___' gratio

ry :__:_acre;.of {ahﬂ min

ledly a serious blunder on the part

had frequently been condemned in

|must necessarilt cauge suffering

_amount they possess.

ful whether in our day a time will

| was confidently hoped for, it is ad-

by practmally assist in the devexép-

ject of the measure was of course|
JS g ment of tueix unlimited :re_s.om_._cgs, ,

and even|
party lines were not permzttud toi
obstruct its pasaage* but, unfor-|

| grpss of evum mth 2 view

eral and agru,u] aral resources of
1 the Territory. This was wndoubt- |

of our Legislature—a mistake that

their predecessors. It is by wo
means advisable to encourage a
larger immigration to any country
than 1s necessary for its develop-
ment, especinlly if there is a proba-
bility that a slight stagoation in its
limited enterprises may prove the
cause of general impoverishment.
It is doubtless wrong to hold out
inducements unwarranted by the
gituation, for the purpose of in-
creasing the }abor population of
any community where the demand
is of such a nature that a surplus

and distress ; altiough it 1 proper
to encourage these who huve capi-
tal to invest, hovever trifling the
In Montana
there has alwayrs heen a scarcity of
Jabor and wages has been propor
tionately high. It is even doubt-

arrive when the supply ol labor
wiil equal the demand, as new in-
dustries and enterprises now. uo
known among us will spring up
with every ueﬁf addition to eur
population. For this reason any
and every feasible plan Lhra't‘é'wn
which, at a masonable and _}usmba.-
ble expeuse, an increase of popila-
tion may be secured should be
adopted regardless of their con-
pecting or associating influences.
Such a plan we believe was reject-
ed, or rather failed to receive sufn
cient support to justify its presenta-
tion at the last Legislatore, 1In fhe
absence of that general aid which

visable that the people of this
county should embrace every #p-
portunity, public and private, to
encourage 1mmwrat10n and th(re-'

S
=

woﬁm metmams. ‘1

stk

 The estabhshment of mamlim- j

{ories is mw_qf the most important |
featuves in the dev elapment of the|

mdnstx ial xeaom‘ces Gfa_ ¥ country

1t gives new life and: vigor to nther
enterpnses it map_;res mnﬁde
among those who watch t

cuniary mvestment _aa:rdj_ i

T :
considered, tlm few mduatrml en-

‘portant source of revenue and- thel

right direction, as it will open up

for. If}bseﬂ

e

'terprises of which Montana can at
present boast have made creditable
progress: Our mining interests|
are¢ every vear conducted upon
more scientific principles, with the
most profitable results and cheer-
ing evidence of future un'imited ;
wealth ; our agricultural and pas-
toral resources have also been suf
ficiently tested to prove that they
must e\entualh become an im |

means of sustaining an ‘mmense
population. But while these pur-
suits are essential to the welfare of
the Territory, they ze'quiré stimu
lation from those other enterprises
which naturally result from the
progress of civilization and which
are now very necessary to our
further advancement. The propos-
ed erection of a woo'en factory in|
Missoula Connty is a4 step “in theiy

a branch of industry much needeu
and fully warranted by the local
dumnd for woolen ﬂ'ood& ¢md ihe
home supply of raw material. The
force of example is at times won-
derful, and we shounld not be sur-
prised if it proved very eflectual
in this instance. Our own section

possesses many advantages for the

sheep ranges, well gipplied” with
water power, and having an abun-
dance of coal and wood, we could
sustain at least one factory at pres-

ent and any number in the future.

We hope out people will give the
matter some congideration, as this
county is sadly in need of some new

HE

enterprise to encour age an increase |

of population and give additiopal
coufidence to its present residents.

-

The Secretary of the ngterior

‘has sent to Congress a list of ¢claims
through Indian depreda-

tions from April 1, 1864, to March

i 15th, 1876. The total amount of|
" theae claims 18 $5 153 641 of whmh :

the depaitiment has a]l&wec} and

transmitted to Cougreqs for its dis-!

posal $1, 184,610. The loss ofprop
ertyin this vicinity alone, for which
no

claims have cver heeq made
W uld swell these sums many ad- m
ditional 'ﬁlﬂﬁ‘!dﬂdﬁ of. dollaxs. et

The Helena “Independent” says
that the merchant who does not
ad?ertlse is like Enoch Arden, be-
catise he sees no'sale from day to
day.

The Deer Lodge Rifle Team of-
“4rs & prize of $50.00 to be shot
for April 20th, at 500 yards. There
isa shootist at Benton who we
think could take that $50.00.

The Ioglcal arguments of the
felena “Independent” in- favor of
the H. & B. Road should be read
and well considered by every resi-

dent of the LTerri _t0 Iy

e

The “New ‘\orth West” conmd
ers that the people of Montana
has had a parrow escape from ruin
through railroad snbsidy, but thinks
there i3 still danger in the future,
and recommends them fo lock well

o their future Representative,
HC}quaa u'ns._ fhe “Worth-West”
‘ways: |

The "ubmmsmn of ofir. rmlroad
aid Lill by the Legislature to the
people before it becaine 4 law was
demanded by the press and public
unexnptmmblv’ 1t s well this
wad doue.” ‘But it iz now very
generally accepted that laws so vi-
talized are void. 1t is therefore
probable that efforts will be made
at another session to fully enact a

manufacture of woolen fabrics.—¢ subsidy measure with n osubsequent
Surreunded b} the most excellent

test of its popularity at the polls.
If'that is possible, it may be even
‘worse than the one just. defeated.
Therefore while congratulating our
people ontheir: great delwerance
with renewed confidence in the in-
telligence and integrity of Montana
and iaith in the judgement of the
pooplé, we bid them peware in the
future and look well to their legis-
lative nommatmns. ’I‘here are per-
ils yet to come.” :

Lat-est:’-_repo.rts. fmm the Black

| Hills are nof encouraging to emi-

grants. It is stated that a party
of hungry winers recently broke
open a store in Guster City to ob-
'tam pmwsiom

The ‘Bozeman “Times” states
‘that the Yellowstone expedition is
'_makmv slow progress on account
of bud roads. “The 0fhcers and -
‘men aie ambitious to give a good
account of themselves shorld they
noeunter hostx_;e Smux on. thmr
arch.”” .

Gﬂi{_‘»}al corresp ’ﬁdenee publish-
n tl tht* “Mibsa an” indicates




