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THE SONG THE KETTLE SINGS, s '

Oh, many a song have I heard sung
In a way that soothes and charms,
And many a strain that stirs the brain

~ Like a bugle call to arms.
But after all, while the shadows fall,
And the warning curfew rings,
When the night is drear 'tis sweet to
X bear
The song that the kettle sings,

It bears me back to my boyhood home,
And the farmhouse old and gray,
To the battered door and the polished

floor
Where the kittens romp and play;
Again I stand with my book in hand,
Or follow a dream that wings
From zone to zone with the world its
own,
On the song the kettle sings.
—Lalia Mitchell,

Jeanne’s Bravery.

Felix Labardie had been a French
tireur In the great war of 1870, and 1
liked nothing Detter In the evening than
to sit and listen to his storles of the
terrible time when France lay gasping
and bleeding.

One evening we had been sllently
smoking for some time when he sald:
“Did I ever tell you, monsieur, how I
fell into the hands of the Germaus and
out again?"

“No,” 1 sald.
mans shot all
caught.”

“They let me go free, monsleur,” he
sald, with a grim laugh. “It may seem
incredible, monsieur, but Jeanne yon-
der held the life of royalty on her fin-
ger umvl

“I should like very much to hear the
story,” 1 sald.

“Certalnly, mousieur, and if mousleur
thinks what was done was wrong he
must excuse a woman in love.

“After Sedan, monsleur, a meeting
was called in our village, and thirty
of us enrolled oursclves as a company
of Francstireurs. We felt we could
do more for France as irregulars than
serving under Incompetent generals.
We were well armed and a brave and
skilful old veteran commanded us. As
the Germans were In force around
Metz we marched in that direction, and
made our headquarters in the hills be-
hind a village called Yency, about
three leagues from the fortress. It was
In Pency Jeanne lived, and from the
first moment I saw her, monsleur, I
sald to myself, ‘If fortune Is kind, Fe-
lix, that girl shall be your wife.! Her
father was the miller of Pency, and
the accursed Uhlaus had almost rulned
him. They were very bitter agalnst
the Invaders and my profession made
me find favor in her eyes. Before we
had been at Pency a month we had
plighted our troth, on the understand-
ing that we should not marry until
France was rid of the enemy.

“Small as our band was we made
ourselves a terror to the marauding
Uhlans, thanks to the generalship of
old Montbon. Jeanne was invaluable
to us. She was all eyes and ears, and
Montbon called her the ‘head of the
fntelligence department’ of our band,
I used to meet her every evening, when
it was possible, in a little cave I had
discovered, which, having no outlets,
was proof agalnst surprise.

“We staid three months at Pency,
and then the place became too hot for
us, and we prepared to leave for a
village some leagues to the south. I
.1l Into the hands of the Bavarians
the very evening before we were to

. leave Pency.

*= “Jeanné declarcs to this day, and I
believe rightly, that I was betrayed by
a villager, a young fellow named
Odeau, who belleved fate had intended
Jeanne for his wife, and who was even
savage when she refused him. But be
that as It may, monsleur, I was selzed
at dusk that evening, as I was on my
way to meet Jeanne, and taken so com-
pletely by surprisc that I had not the
lqut chance of defending myself or
trylng to escape, and, worse than all,
was taken with the rifle in my hand.

“‘You are an assassin,’ sald the stout
little officer In command in barbarous
French. ‘You shall be shot. Where
are your companions?

“But I professed not to understand.
X was afrald of being shot on the spot.
There was much of the executioner
and little of the judge in those days,
monsieur,

“Much to my rellef my arms were
bound bebind me, and we set out for
the hamlet where the Crown Prince
Frederick had his headquarters.

“As fortune would have it, Jeanne
met us on the road. Monsleur would
suppose that Jeanne {8 a quiet little
womaun, but monsieur has not seen her
thoroughly aroused. She was roused
then, monsieur. She flung herself on
me and tried to release me. Then she
selzed the bayonet of a Bavarlan, and
if I had not begged her for my sake
to be calm she would have fought the
whole party single-hunded. Then she
fell to beseeching them, for she could
speak German well, but they only
laughed at her and drove her off with
foul words. My heart was llke lead
‘then, monsieur, but 1 dfd not know
Jeanne. x

“I was taken before the prince's ad-
jutant, who promised me liberty if I
would betray wy compatriots. But I
felgned stupidity, and when he found
that I would tell nothing he ordered
me to be shot at five the next morn-
log. ‘We give you till then,’ he sald,
‘to find your tongue. You'll be dumb
enough after.’ And he laughed.

“I was bound like a log, monsleur,
and thrown into a hut and brutally
kicked. My thoughts were not pleas-
ant all this time. I lay thinking of
Jeanne, whom I should never sce
again, picturing that, womanlike, she
would go home and weep in her help-
lessness and despair. But I did not
know Ler then. She was working for
me with all the energy and wit of a
woman. Jeanne, Jeaune, ma petite,
come here.”

Jeanne came to the door.

“Come and tell monsleur how you
saved me, ma petite.’

A blush overspread Jeanne's feat-

“I thought
the

the Ger-
guerillas  they

yres.

“What, that foolish story again?"’

“Certainly not foolish,” I interposed.
*I should deem it a kindness if you
would oblige me.”

“If monsleur wishes it, and monsieur
will allow me, I will get my knitting.”

“Certainly,” I sald.

“When I saw him carried off,”
Jeanne Lega ns soon as she was
seated, “I was in despalr, for I knew
what his fate would be. There had
been a sharp fight a week before, and
I knew Jacques Pellot had possessed
himself of some German uniforms that
he bad taken from #he dead. So I de-
manded them from him and threaten-
ed him till he produced them. A sous
lleutenant’s uniform fitted me nicely,
and after cutting off my hair and con-
cealing a pistol and dagger In my tu-
nic I hurried away. I crept along cau-
tiously when I neared the enemy's
Iines, for my plan was to get through
the sentries without being challenged.
‘When I heard the pickets I dropped on
the ground and crawled like a snake.

And yet I was nearly caught. A Ger
man officer was leaning against a tree,
and I almost touched him. I lay still
without breathing audibly for a long
time—how long I cannot say—until he
moved away. Then, once inside the
lines, I rose up and hastened to the
prince’s headquarters. I prayed for
courage and then walked up to the
door. I trembled so that I could hard-
ly speak. Fortunately the officer did
not observe my agitation.

““Take me to his highness instantly,’
I sald in my best German. ‘Important
dispatches,’

“*Who from? he began.

“*“To his highness instantly,’ I sald
boldly, but my knees shook under me.

“He looked at me closely in the dim
light, and I felt ready to faint. Then
without a word, he took me to the
prince’s room. ‘Important dispatches,’
he sald, knocking and showing me in.

“*‘From whom? asked the prince.

“‘In private, may It please your
highuess,’ I stammered, but feeling
that I would not leave without Felix's
life or another for it.

‘‘ ‘Retire and leave us, Haupe,' sald
the prince, and the officer, closihg the
door behind him, obeyed.

“‘And now,’ sald the prince kindly.
‘You look pale and ill, sir. What is
your name?"

“The key was In the door, and I
turned it swirtly. ‘And now,’ I sald,
pulling out my pistol and polnting it
full at his face—my hand did not even
tremble at that supreme moment—
‘your highness,' I said raplidly, ‘it you
call out, you are a dead man.’

“Ah, he was a German, but he was
80 brave, so brave! He did not even
wince, but he looked straight into my
eyes and smlled.

“‘Al,' he sald lightly, ‘a stratagem!
Who are you, and what do you want?"’

‘ ‘Monsieur le prince,’ I said, ‘I am
the daughter of the miller of Pency.
My sweetheart, I'elix Labardle, was
taken by your men to-night as a Franc-
tireur. If he Is not already dead, he is
condemned. I want his life or—you
lose your, monsieur.’

“*A woman! he sald. ‘Well done,’
and he smiled, and the pistol almost
dropped from my hand with the pity
of it till I thought of Felix. ‘I know
nothing of this, my good woman. No,
but stay. Here are some papers El-
berfeld has left for me to sign. Ah,
bere It Is. Felix Labardie, taken with
arms. To be shot at five a. m.'

“‘He shall not die, your highness,
or'—I could not threaten him witb
words, but my pistol was steady.

*‘But he I8 an assassin.'

**No,' I cried, ‘he is a soldier, though
he does not wear the uniform. Imag-
ine, your highness,’ I said, ‘If I shonld
have dared so much for a murderer.’

“‘But he has fought as a ¥ranc-
tireur, not as a soldier.’

“‘What of that? And If he had not
fought for France in her hour I would
spurn him from me. He must go free,
your highness, If you value your life,

“‘My life s in the hands of God,
mademolselle,’, he sald, lifting his
eyes to mine. ‘Threats do not move
me, but you are a brave woman.

“And then my courage left me, mon-
sleur, and I dropped the plstol and
flung myself sobbing at his feet and
beseeched and entreated him. And he
raised me, monsieur, and made me tell
him all the story. Al, but he was
brave and a true gentleman! And
when I told him all he said, ‘He shall
be pardoned,! adding with a smile,
‘Such a devoted woman must not go
husbandless.’ And then I fell to weep-
ing again, monsicur, and kissed bhis
hand and tried to thank him. And he
took me to IFelix, and he was released.
I flung myself on Felix and eut his
bonds mysélf, and "we thanked the
prince together. We women don't find
out if men are worth it till afterward,
monsleur,” with a sly 1dok at her hus-
band. “Three days later an orderly
came with a bracelct from his high-
ness, and on it was engraved, ‘To a
brave and devoted Frenchwoman.’ See,
I wear it still.

“Ah, monsicur, we wept when that
noble prince died, and the great doctor
could not save him. We sent a wreath
and I presumed to write to the em-
press. She is a worthy daughter of
your queen, monsieur. She sent me a
letter written with her own hand. She
was worthy of that true and brave gen-
tleman, ber husband.”

THE COMRADESHIP OF PERIL.

Wonderful Incident at a Forest Conflagra-
tion in Califoraia.

An Incldent of the forest fires in the
hills of the Descapso neighborhood in
Southern California illustrates the com-
radeship that common peril brings
about among beasts as well as among
men. After the flames had completed
their work of destruction and spread
a pall over the hills, a rancher went
forth among the charred stumps and
smoking brush heaps to look for a num-
ber of cattle and colts which he feared
bhad been hemmed in by the fire. He
went across gully and ridge in his
search, until at last he saw his stock
some little distance ahead. He was
more than astonished upon coming up
to the group to find not only his cattle
and colts, but a deer, three wildeats, a
coyote, and several rabbits, all alive
and apparently in no fear of him. They
watched him approach with indiffer-
ence, the timldity gone from the big-
eyed deer, no venom in the wildeat's
purr, and honesty shining in the grey
coyote's face. The rabbits sat on thelr
haunches as meek as the pets of chil-
dren. But the poor coyote was in pain,
and as the farmer came close the erst-
while robber of the roost dragged his
helpless hind quarters toward the man
In mute supplication. The legs of the
animal had been frightfully burned.

The rancher was in no mood to make
friends of such strange creatures, and
at once drove his stock through the
smouldering  brush, the deer going
along with the cattle, the rabbits hop-
ping along at the rancher's heels, the
wildeats slouching along behind, and
the coyote, unable to follow, whining
a pathetic appeal for succor. When
the burning fleld was passed the deer
broke into a run for the distant hills,
the rabblts were away like a flash, and
the old deflance and snarling leer came
back to the wildeats, who scorned to
make a show of haste. They walked
slowly out of sight.

Vegetables in the Time of Heary VIIL

According to Hume, there were not
till the termination of Henry VIII's
reign either salads, carrots, turnips or
other edible roots produced in England.
He adds that such of these vegetables
—a small proportion and only by the
wealthy—as were used were lmported
from Holland and Flanders, and that
Queen Catharine, when she wanted a
salad could only get one by dispatch-
ing a messenger thither on purpose.
Hops were first introduced from Flan-
ders in this reign, and also artichokes
Apples and pears, however, though in-
different In quality up to this era, had
for centuries been acclimatized and
strawberries and gooseberrles were
plentiful.—Gentleman's Magazine,

Parls, France, contains 10,000 indl-
viduals who live by begging,

R

’ “

To Get Rid of Stumps,
Frederick O. Sibley describes in the
New York Tribune a method of getting
rid of stumps which, although not near-
ly so “fast” In its operation as dyna-
mite, glant powder and the like, Is per-
fectly safe to handle, but little more

costly and, when rightly controlled,
much Dbetter than any explosive
substance mentionable, for the rea-

son that It leaves, on the whole, no
fragments to be gathered up and dis-
posed of In the end, but reduces the en-
tire stump to ashes, which for encour-
aging growth, are not caslly to be sur-
passed.

The way to do it is to dig a hole be-
tween the roots, or at one side of the
stump, and partly under It, large
enough In which to start a fire. This
much achleved and the fire once nicely

THE STUMP "'CREMATORY.”

got urder way, slip over the stump the
big cylinder shown In the accompany-
illustration, adding to it the “smoke-
stack.”

As to this cylinder, have it made of
sheet-Iron (any blacksmith or tinsmith
ought to be able to do the work of riv-
eting it together), and be sure the drum
proper Is of ample diameter to go over
any stump which you may wish to get
rid of. As can be seen, the upper part
should taper, like a cone, and terminate
In what will readlly accommodate or-
dinary six-inch stove-plpe, three or
four lengths of which are sufficlent to
make the whole arrangement act siml-
lar to a stove and so “‘cremate’ 'success-
fully almost any kind of a stump.

Of course, the more pipe there is add-
ed to the cylinder the flercer the
draught will be. It will not do to have
it too strong, however; otherwlise the
drum part might collapse. Therefore,
when the fire is first started and the
“crematory” has been placed In posl-
tion, the operator should wateh it close-
1y to see that It does not get too hot.
Provided it should begin to turn red,
earth ought to be applied around the
bottom of the cylinder until only just
cnough alr ean galn admlittance to keep
the fire going Inside as desired. In this
way a field of stumps can be cleared
out quite easily, and that to one’s com-
plete satisfaction.

Length of Cotawold Wool,

A Vermont farmer, recently showed
to a wool dealer in that State wool from
one of his Cotswold sheep from which
a thread was taken that when brought
out to full length measured almost
elght feet. Itlis probable that Cotswold
sheep glve wool with the longest
threads of any, though all wool, belng
curly, 1s much longer than it looks to
be on the bodies of the sheep. The
growth of wool continues from one
shearing till the next, and any sickness
or Indigestion of the sheep durlng this
period results In Injury to the wool
grown at that time.

fhorthorn Bull,
The Shorthorn bull, Star of Dawn, Is
a roan exhibited by Mr. C. Home Gra-
ham Stirling, Crieff, Scotland, at the

STAR OF DAWN.

show of the Highland and Agricultural
Soclety at Kelso, in 1808, when he won
the first and champlonship prizes. He
has since been exported to Buenos
Ayres.
Fruit-Drying Experiment,

This statement from a report of the
experlmental farm at Ottawa, Canada,
may contain valuable information for
some one: Fifty pounds of Northern
Spy, golden russet or Ben Davis apples
will produce nine pounds of evaporated
frult.
me grise, 8.2 pounds; Canada Baldwin,
7.13 pounds; Fameuse, 0.14 pounds;
Gldeon or Haas, 6.4 pounds; Longfield,
5.15 pounds; Scott's winter, 514 pounds;
and wealthy, 4.8 pounds. Summer ap-
ples are pronounced as not fit to evap-
orate.

Variety of Feed for Ftock,

One of the advantages of pasturing
stock is that the anhinals help them-
selves, and when there are several
kinds of grasses they can sclect what
they choose and thus get a greater va-
riety of feed. So far as possible this
variety should be provided while they
are stabled In winter, It is not good
thrift in any animal to live on one kind
of food all the time. One part of the
ratlon should be selected to balance
others, and all will be digested much
better.

Valuc of 8Sheep on the Farm,

The old farms In Canada that com-
mand the highest prices are sald to be
those on which sheep have been kept
from the time they were first occupled,
The pastures on them are compara-
tively free from bushes and weeds,
while the soil I8 firm and productive of
the best sort of grasses. A farm on
which a large number of sheep have
been kept for many years Is very desir-
able for dalry and other purposes. The
lesson of the value of sheep Is one that
farmers seem to learn but slowly.

Repairing  otted Posts,
Mostly when a post rots In the ground
it 1§ just at the surface, where the com-
bination of molsture. air and soil mnakes
the conditlons right for rotting. Often
both ends for two and a half or three
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feet will be found sound cnough to use,
Such posts can be made serviceable by
cutting away one-half of each post,
leaving a flat surfuce, and putting two
or three bolts and nuts through to hold
them together, and then setting  the
Posts in the ground again. A post thus
repaired will often last as long In the
fence as it did when originally set and
new.  In most places, unless a man Is
very handy with tools, the labor of
splicing two old posts would be worth
as much if not more than the cost of
buying a new one,

weet Peans.

Sweet peas will grow anywhere, but
will give best results on clay soil. A
good method Is to select your bed the
previous fall, enrvich with thoroughly
rotted manure and spade deeply; this
will leave ground in nice shape for
early spring planting. Do not spade
ground In spring, as a stiff, firm soil Is
best. Never use fresh manure. Early
In spring, the earlier the better, sow
your seed in double rows about ten
Inches apart. Hollow out drllls, so
they will be about two or three Inches
deep in stify clay, or four or five Inches
deep In the light, loose soll; firm soll
In the trench with the foot; this Is Im-
portant; on this sow your seed twice
as thick as you want them to stand in
row to be sure of a full stand; cover
seed about two Inches deep and firm
8oll. Do mnot hill up, as It 1s better to
have a slight depression so as to catch
most of the water after rains. Thin
plants to two Inches apart before they
commence to vine. Hoe only shallow
between plants. Kor support use poul-
try wire or brush. For a long season
of bloom, mulch and water in «dry
weather, and pluck flowers freely, as

they soon stop blooming I you let seed
form.

Manuring in the Hill

No coarsc manure should ever be put
In the Lill in contact with or under the
seed. It will dry out the soll and do
more harm than good. All that is need-
ed in the hill is either some concen-
trated mineral fertilizer, or a very lit-
tle well-rotted stable manure, made as
fine as possible and mixed well with
the soil. It nceds very little to give the
plants a vigorous start, when if the
land around the hill is made as rich as
it should be, the roots will forage for
themselves till the end of the scason of
growth. 1In all plants that branch
much the rainfall after they have made
the growth of a foot or more I8 away
from the hill into the middle of the
row, and where the most water goes
in midsummer there most of the feed-
ing roots will be found also.

Movable Pigpen,

The accompanying illustration, from
the Amerlcan Agriculturist, needs but
little explanation. When pigs are turn-
ed out to pasture In the spring or fall,

A DESIRABLE PIGPEN,

they should have some protection from
bad weather. A pen like this is easily
made and Is very Inexpensive. A bun-
dle of straw placed Inside will keep
them comfortable, and they amply re-
pay the care required to keep them
warm and dry. Belog bullt like a
sled, it I8 ensily taken from place to
place by hitching a horse to the iron
round In front, with a chain. A slmilar
arrangement could be used for chick-
ens If they are kept In a number of
yards. It can be made as large and as
long as desired, and all in all is very
convenient for such use.

Eeed Corn.

Seed corn can be selected In the win-
ter or when the corn Is belng husked.
A box should be placed near the point
of operations, and every perfect ear
(8electing only the best) should be
thown Into It while husking. It Is pos-
slble that but few ears may be select-
ed from among a large number, but if
care I8 used In sclecting and the sced
corn put In a dry place it will be found,
next spring, that more grains will ger-
minate and a larger yleld will result.

F: rm Notes,

Fallures on the farm are often due to
the use of inferior secd or too much
economy in that divectlon. A dollar
saved In seed sometimes causes a loss
of a hundred times the cost of the seed.

Always sell the Inferior stock, but be-
fore 8o dolng it will pay to put as much
fat on the animals as possible, not only
to secure extra welght, but also be-
cause a fat animal will bring an extra
price In market.

There are breeds of cattle which are
more sultable as oxen than others, the
prinelpal of which may be mentioned-—
the Devons. They are fairly large, are
red In color, hardy and can thrive on
pastures that will not keep some
breeds, The cows do not rank high for
dalry purposes compared with some
of the well-known breeds, but, as the
Devon cattle are active and quick, they
have held the first place as anfmals for
the yoke.

The farm offers many opportunities
for enterprise. There Is plenty of room
for advaucement, and every experi-
ment made, no matter how small, en-
ables the farmer cither to Increase his
yields or avold mistakes. It is In the
management of the detalls that the
savings occur, and the Keeping of ae-
counts will enable the farmer to con-
duct his farm with a better knowledge
of his operations.

The early crops are quickly destroy-
ed It neglected.  Onlons require careful
watching, as the early weeds may got
abead of them In forty-cight hours
should the weather be warm for a few
days, which doubles the work of the
farmer. The Dbest time to destroy
weeds Is when they are germlinating.
Whenever the wheel hoe runs between
the rows it not only admits warmth
and causes the seeds of weeds to ger-
minate, but kills those that are just
starting.

But few farmers would conslder hay
as a suitable food for hogs, but the
Kansas Experiment Station reports
better results from a mixture of alfalfa
hay and Kaffir corn than from Katlir
only. The hay was fed drey fu forkfuls,
and the pigs were given an abundance.
They picked out the leaves and finer
stems, repecting tbe cparser portlons.
It was decided that pasture In summer
and hay In wioter produced pork
cheaply.

OF INTEREST IN IOWA

A DIARY OF NOTEWORTHY HAP-
PENINGS.

Rural Free Delivery in the State—In-
surance Taxation Law Vold—New
Rallroads Discovered- Insanc Burg-
lar Captured—Emigrant’s Suiclde,

Towa Senators have been especlally vig-
orous in sccuring their State a full share
of the routes for rural delivery. Senator
Gear has obtained a service from the vi-
cinity of Burlington, Senator Allison has
Induced the department to send an agent
to Muscatine to see if the conditions will
Justify introduction there. Several of the
Representatives from lowa have got in
effective work for their respective dis-
tricts. Reports of agents make a much
better showing for Towa thun for Ilinois
in the way of ronds. fowa is to have
free delivery districts this year, with the
following points as centers of service:
Brooklyn, Burlington, Eldora, Fruitland,
Mount Pleasant, Morning Sun, New Vrov-
idence and Webster City.

A Burglur Arrested.

Des Moines police have eaptured a very
bold burglar just when he was ready to
depart with his spoils. The fellow, who
gives his name as James Hunnell and is
but 10 years old, drove a wagon up to one
of the stores very early in the morning
and proceeded to fill it with very carefully
selected and valuable goods. While so
engaged he was discovered by the officer
on the beat, who summoned ussistance
and arrested the robber. He was after-
wards pronounced insane by the county
commissioners. Hunnell is only 19 years
of age. A year ngo he was kicked in the
head by a horse. The skull was crushed
in and he has been suffering from the in-
Jury ever since.

Law Is Unconstitutional.

Judge 8. F. Prouty of the District Court
at Des Moines decided that the law tax-
Ing local insurance companies 1 per cent
of their receipts “in lien of all other tax-
ation” was unconstitutionnl as to the
quoted clause, and that local taxing
boards might levy, assess and tax them.
It affects a large number of companics
in different localities in the State. The
judge did not decide whether the State
tax was unconstitutional in toto, but at-
torneys agree that it will be so held when
the question is raised.

Discovered New Railroads.

Two new railronds have been discov-
ered by the State of Iowa. One is twen-
ty-eight miles long and is a blind spur run-
ning from Garner to Titonka. The other
is in the southwestern corner of the State.
The former was apparently operated be-
fore Jan, 1; while the latter the railroad-
commission says was not. The former, if
this is true, is subject to assessment and
taxation by the State, and the executive
council Is now investigating it. It is call-
ed the Cedar Rapids, Garner and North-
western,

Peet Sugar Factory Assured.

A beet sugar factory for Mason City is
now assured. The articles of incorpora-
tion have already been filed with the coun-
ty and State, and the incorporation will
date from April 10, for a period of twen-
ty years. The company is capitalized for
$500,000, and the actual cost of the plant
will be about $350,000. The plant is to
be located at Emery, halt way between
Mason City and Clear Lake, on the Ma-
son City and Clear Lake Electric Rail-
way.

A Suicide at West Bend,

At West Bend, the dead body of Charles
Falb was found in the barn ot J. E. Dick,
banging from a beam in the loft. The
surroundings show that the unfortunate
man had very deliberately prepared for
the deed of self-destruction. IFalb was a
German, unable to speak English, and it
is believed was prompted to suicide by
the continued teasing of a number of
boys, who worked upon his fears and his
ignorance.

Brief State Happenings.

The new Baptist Church at Denison
wayn dedicated recently.

Farmers about Keokuk are greatly trou-
bled by chicken thieves.

A school house is to be built in district
No. 8, Lakeport township.

Pierson voted to bond the town for
$3,000 to provide water works.

Black leg has broken out among the
cattle on farms around Pulaski.

The Mirror Theater at Des Moines, a
new house, has been sold for $40,000.

The Tara extension of the Rock Island,
113 mlles in length, will be completed this
year,

Spinal meningitis is epidemic in Lucas
County and six deaths have occurred in
a week,

The loss by the burning of the Dunn-
Johnson block at Creston is estimated at
$15,000.

The recruiting office at Des Moines en-
listed four men a day on an average dur-
ing March.

James Moon of Stuart was run down by
u switch engine and received injuries from
which he died.

George Garman, one of the earliest res-
idents of Pulaski, died very suddenly of
rheumatism of the heart.

Chas. Van Vleck has been appointed as-
sistant Attorney General. He was a for-
wer resident of Waverly.

Des Moines will pay $45,000 for lighting
during the coming year and perbaps $20,-
000 for street sweeping.

The condensed milk factory at Waver-
Iy has so much work on hand that it is
forced to work night and day.

The postoftices at Victor, Maxwell, Bat-
tle Creek and Glidden will be made in-
ternational money order offices April 1.

The Johnson County court house has
been sold by the Supervisors for $000.
Work hus been commenced in tearing it
down.

Hezekinh Robinson, a farmer living
near Libertyville, sustained very serious
injuries by a lurge tree which he was fell-
ing striking across his foot, tearing his
heel off to the ankle.

The women of Keokuk, profiting by the
example of Burlington, will establish a
free waiting room for out-of-town lady
shoppers aud where work women can
spend the noon hour,

Prof. Curtiss of the Agricultural Col-
lege at Ames is on his way to Europe. He
will sail with a fine shipment of cattle
and will pursue agricultural studies in
England and Scotland.

Mrs. Augusta Vierling, a widow of
Burlington, alleges that her affections
have been damaged to the amount of $2,-
000 because George J. Binder failed to
fulfill his promise of marriage. She, there-
fore, asks the court to award her com-
nensation in that sum,

A petition in bankruptey involving over
$200,000 was filed at Fort Dodge with
United States Commissioner Johnston,
The petitioner is Isanc Whittaker, whose
home is now in Clear Lake, and who was
formerly a prominent business man of
Kaunsas City, Mo. The petition states
that the assets are $7,260, with liabilities
amounting to $217,301.69. The majority
of the creditors are in Kansas City,

In Arlington township the wages of
teachers have been increased from $30 to
$35.

Fred L. Black will commence publish-
ing a book shortly to be known as the
Greene County Farmer.

A project is on foot among the members
of the Clinton County bar for the forma-
tion of a corporation to provide a large
bar library, which would include all the
books that might possibly be required.

In Davenport, fifty-five blocks of puye-
ment have been ordered for the senson,
but the Council is unable to secure u sip-
gle bid, contractors being unwilling tq
take chajces for payment in vigw of re-
vcent legal decisions,
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Measles are epidemic at Olarence.

Algona is to have a $30,000 hotel.

Milo is to have a suitable town hall.

Macedonia has voted to erect a city hall
and jail.

The Y. M. C. A. at Des Moines has or
ganized a bicyele club.,

Argo and Pleasant Valley are being
connected by telephone.

The contract has been let for the new
M. E. Church at Keosauqua.

A number of young ladies of Monticello
have organized a cornet band,

There are about 1,400 students in the
State University at Towa City.

The Knoxville Electric Company is
planning a telephone line to Pella.

The yard facilities of the Illinois Cen-
tral at Waterloo will be increased.

H. F. Bailey, a brakeman, was run over
at Kirkman, and both legs cut off,

The Towa Central is about to survey an
extension from Fraser to Dakota.

FFort Dodge will bave a baseball team,
and a ball park has been secured.

Fire in What Cheer destroyed a brick
block. Loss estimated at $10,000.

An effort is befng made to erect a bridge
across the Skunk river at Coppock.

The Northwestern Iowa Teachers’' As-
sociution will meet at Algona May 4-8.

Two new ferry flats will be constructed
for the summer crossings at Clayton.

The Chicago Great Western has advanc-
el wages of section men 10 per cent.

Lawrence Ott of Dubuque had his foot
crushed by some lumber falling on it.

The proposition for a free publie library
at Oskaloosa carried by a big majority.

The Mitchell farm in Blackhawk Coun-
ty of 475 acres has been sold for $28,760.

The Sylvan steel mill at Davenport is
idle, ns the stranders are striking for $2
a day.

W. Olsenberg of Sioux County lost nine

valuable cows through their eating flax
straw.

A Y will be put in at Waterloo to con-
nect the Central and Great Western
tracks.

The livery barn of Barron Bros., at
Rock Rapids, was destroyed by fire. Loss
$3,000.

A colored prisoner in the Fort Dodge
jail complains that he is not furnished
with pie.

The body of the missing Mrs. Spann of
Iowa City has been found in the river by
a hunter.

It is estimated that fully 1,000 miles of
new rallroad will be built in the State
this year,

The Towa Iron works of Dubuque are
just completing two steamboats for the
Mississippi.

The contract will be let soon for the
crection of a 150,000 bushel elevator at
Des Moines,

Scott County property valuation will be
increased 10 per cent under the new as-
sessment law.,

In corn production Iowa leads its near-
est competitor among the States by 55,-
000,000 bushels.

The sawmills at Keokuk will begin op-
erations as soon as logs can be floated
from the north.

The Omaha Bridge and Terminal Com-
pany will erect a substantial freight depot
in Council Bluffs.

It Is reported that the Milwaukee will
straighten out the horseshoe bend in its
road near Martelle,

The grocery store of Ashton Bros. at
IFort Dodge was entered by burglars and
goods of considerable value stolen,

The probable passing of the Illinois
Central through the town has started
quite a building boom at Woodbine.

The skull and part of a human skeleton
were dug up in the Rock Island yards at
Councll Bluffs at a depth of forty feet.

Charles Miller and Edward Hale were
sentenced in Keokuk to thirty years each
in the penitentiary for highway robbery.

The vote stood three to one at Garner in
favor of granting a franchise to an elec-
tric lighting, heating and power company.

Mr. Hamilton, residing near Moravia,
wis getting through a wire fence when
his shotgun discharged, shattering his left
hand.

Thomas Paxton of Montour, an old resi-
dent of Tama County, suddenly expired
while seated in a chair talking with his
family.

There are at present twenty-nine per-
sons cn the Delaware County poor farm,
fifteen of whom are males and fourteen
females.

Anamosa has an outstanding indebted-
ness of $15,803.04, represented by $11,000
worth of bonds, and $4,803.95 in unpaid
warrants.

The contract has been let for the erec-
tion of the stove works plant at Keokuk.
The building will cost between $7,000 and
$10,000.

The two little children of James Nich-
ols, near Center Junction, while crossing
a pond, broke through the ice and were
drowned.

A quiet poker game iu a hay mow at
Batavia was rudely disturbed by the sher-
iff. The participants were each fined $5
and costs,

The Tama and Toledo electrie light and
street railway company has secured the
contract for lighting Tama for a period of
four years.

Victor Johnson, aged 14, of Burlington,
while “hopping"” trains there, had his left
foot crushed by a freight car and he may
lose his foot.

Some miscreant unknown attempted to
wreck a Northwestern freight at Mar-
shalltown by spiking a switch., Its speed
saved the train, .

Miss Williams, aged 14, of Smoky Hol-
low, was found insensible and delirious
near her home. It is thought she was
struck by lightning.

The co-operative creamery at Conroy
has opened. It had 40,000 pounds of
milk the first day. The buildings are
new, and it is a fine plant.

The ofticers of the M. & St. L. announce
that the line will be extended from Angus
to Des Moines this year. It now enters
the latter city over the Rock Island tracks.

Fred Robinson and Stough McGavren,
two lads of Missouri Valley, drank some
aconite in a livery barn, but through the
prompt use of antidotes no serious results
ensued.

There were two suicides at Creston the
other day. Miss Florence Cruzen, aged
25, disappointed in love, hanged herself
at her father's home, and Mrs. B, A,
Hedges of Carbon, a patient in the hos-
pital, hanged herself in a bath room.

Adjt. Gen. Byers mustered Company G
into the Iowa National Guard at Fort
Dodge. The new company has thirty-
cight men, about G5 per cent of them be-
ing old members of the company who sery-
ed at Chickamauga. Former First Lieu-
tenant B, P. Gates was elected captain.

The Ministerial Association of Des
Moiues adopted resolutions indorsing the
attitude taken by the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union of the city against the
location of an army post there, on account
of the worals of the city and the danger
to young girls from the presence and in-
fluence of soldiers. The association rec-
ommends that every city do as Des
Moines and refuse the post.

The Ilinois Central Railway will re-
place the present bridge across the Missis-
sippi at Dubuque with a new one.

Leading contractors at Des Moines, s
well as paving brick manufacturers, who
are generally interested in paving con-
tracts, say that there will probably be no
paving laid in Iowa this year. This con-
dition is brought about becuuse of the un-
certainty as to payments under the Dowey
and other decisions of the Supreme Court,
It has been held that paving assessments
cannot be collected where they exceed the
value of the property and a question has
eveu arisen as to the legality of the Iowa
method of assessing improvements by the
ligeal foot of property abutted,

DASHING COL. EGBERT.

Twenty-second Infantry Has Again
Lost 1ty Commanding Officer.

Col. Harry C. Egbert, of the Twenty-
sccond  United States Infantry, who
was killed in the fighting near Manila,
wias accounted one of the most compe-
tent officers In the army, and In action
it was sald of him that the army hadn't
an officer more dashing, with the possl-
ble exception of Gen. Guy V. Henry,
now in command ot the United States
forces In Porto Rico. He was a little
man, not above 5 ft 5 inches, and
welghed only about 110 pounds. He
had reddish halr, streaked with gray,
and wore a red mustache and Imperial,
In plain clothes he was most immacu-
late, and he was called the best dressed
officer in the army.

Col. Egbert Is the second officer
holding a commission as high as that
of a colonel who has lost his life In

COL. HARRY G. EGBERT.

actlon since the beginning of the war
with Spain. It Is a singular fact that
these officers were both colonels of the
Twenty-second Infantry, the other be-
ing Col. Wikoff, who was killed at San
Juan July 1, while commanding a
brigade, consisting of the Sixth, Ninth
and Thirteenth Infantries. Egbert
took part In that battle also, as lleuten-
ant colonel of the Sixth. He was hit
by a Mauser bullet less than four Inch-
es from his heart. He was in the hos-
pital for months, and when he came
out had a commisslon as colonel to suc-
ceed Wikoff. He took his regiment to
Manlla In January.

Egbert was 59 years old and entered
the army In 1861, as a volunteer lieu-
tenant. He was transferred to the reg-
ulars {n 1865 and had seen hard service
In Indlan campalgns.

A NEW BARREL,

Wedge-Shaped Staves Prevent Waste
of Lumber,

The long barrel stave, curved and ta-
pering at both ends, Is so familiar that
it Is hard to concelve a barrel made in
any other manner, but there are econ-
omical difficulties In the way of man-
ufacturing these staves that barrel mak-
ers would like to overcome. Consldera-
ble time and expense are entalled In
securing the necessary swell to the
board, and there Is much wastage In
obtaining the tapering ends. A barrel
which the inventor, Robert T. Har-
groves of Churchland, Va., thinks will
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WEDGE-SHATED STAVKS.

overcome these diticulties has been re-
cently patented. The stave 1s wedge-
shape, tapering from the middle to the
ends, and in making the barrel the
wide and narrow ends are placed al-
ternately. By this arrangement the
barrel is glv :n the essential swell at the
center. I‘or handling commodities of
finer composition it is proposed to make
a barrel consisting of two layers of
these staves, one within the other, the
staves of the outer layer being reversed
with relation to those of the Inner sec-
tion.—Philadelphia Record.

Camcl's-hair Shawls.

In Bokhara, where the finest and
most expensive camel's-hair shawls
are manufactured, the camel Is watch-
ed while the fine hair on the under part
of his body Is growing. This Is clipped
80 carefully that not a hair is lost, and
it is put up until there is enough to
spin into a yarn unequaled for soft-
ness. It Is then dyed all manner of
beautiful, bright colors, and woven in
strips eight inches wide of shawl pat-
terns of exquisite design. These strips
are then sewed together so cunningly
that it is Impossible to detect where
they are jolned. Russia Is the princi-
pal market to which these beautiful
Bokharan creations are sent. From
Russia they find thelr way all over the
world—London, Paris, Vienna and
New York belog the heaviest import-
ers,

He Answered the Q. C.

Queen's Counsel—I Insist on an an-
swer to my question. You have not
told me all the conversation. I want
to know everything that passed be-
tween you and Mr. Clapper.

Reluctant Witness—I've told you ev-
erything of consequence.

You have told me that you said to
him: “Clapper, this case will get you
into court some day.” Now what did he
say In reply?

“Well, he sald: ‘Papper, there Isn't
anyth!ng in this business that I'm
ashamed of, and if any snoopin’ little
yee-hawin', four-by-six, gimlet-eyed
lawyer, with half a pound of brains and
sixteen ounces of jaw, ever wants to
know what I've been talking to you
about, you can tell him the whole
story."—Tit-Bits.

A Trifle Too Much Color.

On one occasion the Prince of Wales
had a hearty laugh at a Hindu school-
boy In Madras. The youngster had
been drilled into the propriety of say-
ing “Your roy:il highness,” should the
Prince speak to them, and when the
helr-apparent accosted a bright-eyed
lad and, pointing to a prismatic com-
pass, asked, “What is this?” the young-
ster, all in a flutter, replled, “It's
royal compass, your prismatic high-
ness.”

Growth of Russian Marine.
Because of the growth of Russian
commerce by sea, a company for the
classification of ships has been formed
on the model of the British Lloyds nnd
the French Bureau Verltas,

There ought to be more Sundays in
& week.

Statistics enable n man to prove any-
thing except the truth of the Ugures,

Moncy.

It scems to me that In describing
money and the functions of money we
use too many terms that apply wit
more force to credit tokens than the,

do to money. We speak of money as
the “circulating medium” and the “me-
dium of exchange,” while the fact Is
that 95 per cent. of the business Is done
wlth credit tokens—checks, drafts,
notes of hand, ete., ete.,, which are in
no sense money, but must be canceled
with money. Neither are “currency”
and “money" synonymous terms, Con-
gress colns money under one law, and
issues currency under another. Cur-
rency I8 a credit token, and always
bears a promise to pay money (dollars).
Money is created by the law of a natlon
for a special purpose, and will recog-
nize nothing else as lawful tender of
settlement between its citizens In thelr
business transactions. Money, there-
fore, has a natlonality—has to do only
with Its own people, and loses its iden-
tity as money and becomes a commod-
Ity when It crosses its own frontler.
There is no such thing as “internation-
al money,” and never has been, and,
from the very nature of money, never
can be,

The intrivsie value of money 18 vested
In the law that always recognizes the
power of so much money to cancel so
much debt, and never asking If the
money I8 made of gold, sllver or paper.
There Is no “intrinsic” value in gold, as
distinguished from its market value.
If anyone thinks there Is, ask him
please to define the difference, Now, It
seems to me that with these facts be-
fore the people it will be easy to un-
drstand some af the evils of the gold
standard, which llmits the material of
which money can be made to the lim<
Ited and high priced product—gold—
thereby depriving money, by Its
scarcity, of its legitimate function as a
medium of exchange, and driving it to
the vaults of banks to be held as a re-
serve, and forcing the use of “credit
tokens" in all Dbusiness transactions,
thus giving the people a circulating me-
dlum of “credit tokens' nud the banks
a reserve of the token of final settle-
ment, As the ultimate end of all credit
tokens (including currency) is cancella-
tion by final settlement, and the banks
holding all the tokens of final settle-
ment, it can only be drawn from them
In exchange for interest-bearing bonds,
mortgages, notes of hand, etc., creating
& stream of interest and discounts, that
carries to the banks hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars annually, and creating
a demand for moncy outside of the
channels of trade that forces the price
of money higher and higher and the
price of products of Industry, with
which money is bought, lower and
lower—money becoming concentrated
in the hands of a few and Industries
languishing for want of its general dis-
tribution.—John H. Graham, in Missis-
sippl Valley Democrat.

Greed and Ignorance,

The people of the West and South are
not disposed to adopt New York sug-
gestions that the fight agalnst the gold
standard is dropped. In New York, as
in London, the newspapers and politl-
cal bosses are controlled by the money
and the holders of the bonds. The
amount of wealth congested In New
York through the Interest tribute pald
by the West and South Is something too
enormous to be realized, and Its power
is great. The money of Wall street
usurers has recently turned the politi-
cal scale In several Western States
against the interests of the people of
those States, but that will be impossi-
ble two years hence. The selfish inter-
ests of the holders of bonds and mort-
gages upon all the communities and In-
dividuals In the West and South, direct-
1y or indirectly, will no longer be served
by the voters of these sections to the
injuries of themsclves and their chil-
dren. It Is evident to all that the grad-
ual q-‘npllnu of the single gold standard
throuy ot the world Is resulting in a
general Ko cetion In price of the prod-
ucts of labor, to the injury of the pro-
ducers of those products, and to the
advantage of the noarders of money
and the extorters of Interest, whose
dollars are, year by year, glven
an Increased purchasing power. This
scheme Is beginning to be understood.
And It may be pertinent to the discus-
slon to call the attention of our New
York friends to the fact that it was
very well understood In 1806 by a large
majority of the Intelligent voters. The
intelligent  voters of the West and
South are opposed to goldism because
it Is wroung and because It Is rulnous to
our interests. They will never give up
the fight until a complete victory is
gained.—Exchange.

furrency of Banks,

When, through the issue of bank
notes, prices are advanced beyond the
International level established Ly the
movement of commodities In search of
a profitable exchange for money metal,
the natlon having such higher prices in-
vites Imports from all other natlons, at
the same time through high domestlc
prices, by Increasing the cost of all ar-
ticles of export, It 1s no longer able to
sell commodities abroad. The result is
an adverse trade and the export of our
metallie money to pay the balance. The
banks are now no longer able to convert
their notes Into coln on demand. A
money panle ensues and bank notes
become worthless. The money market
through the fall of bank notes becomes
80 stringent that the banks are forced
to withdraw their credits, compel bor-
rowers to pay, and ruin their custom-
ers. Baunk notes (und bank credits so
far as they do money work) are wildeat
currency. As was sald by Webster,
bank paper redeemable In coln is the
most Iogenious scheme yet devised to
fertilize the rich man's fleld with the
sweat of the poor man's brow.

In 1862 gold and silver left us with a
war on our hands. The Government
swote the rock of national soverelgnty
and brought forth paper money. In
spite of the fact that the gold combina-
tlon had sufficient power to secure Bpe-
cial legislation for gold, and thus en-
able a traltorous gold board to gamble
on the nation's life, moving gold up or
down as the reports from our arms in
the field were favorable or unfavorable,
the nation prospered and brought the
war to a successful termination. Green-
backs, the paper money of the war,
have always been good. All the legal
tender money of the Government ls
good and has never failed us,

A mun one day turned & wire so as to
hold a cork more securely In a bottle,
and forthwith somebody saw u brilllant
fdea and patented the modern wire
stopper-holder, which is now used an-
nually on several million bottles.

A soul occupled with great Ideas best
performs small duties; the divinest
views of life penetrate most clearly intq
the mepnest emergencles.—Martinesy,
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