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Rural mnll delivery is one of the keys 
to good roads. 

A shoplifter was caught with a bolt 
of silk. Now she Is where she can't 
lift the bolts. 

"Away with the non-flre-proof ho
tels," exclaims the Boston Herald. Well, 
they seem to be going. 

It Is to be hoped that Mr. Kipling will 
not come across any of those parodies 
when he tries to catch up on his read
ing. 

It Is not our understanding that the 
new Superintendent of CensuB will be 
expected to count the different makes 
of bicycles. 

Bob Burdettc has taken unto himself 
a wife and a congregation. Bob evi
dently considers himself somewhat of 
a manager. 

A current item says there were 178 
ocean disasters In 1808. No doubt by 
the time this gets in the Spanish papers 
It will be Increased to 180. 

The man whose predictions miss fire 
cannot expect the public to place un
limited confidence In his judgment 
The public has an acute memory. 

The man who killed his children be
cause he didn't want them to be like 
his wife's folks probably entcrtalued 
the regulation opinion of his mother-
in-law. 

Saturn appears to be making a great 
deal of unnecessary fuss about that 
new moon. The earth gets one every 
month and nobody does much talking 
aboot It either. 

While those strikers may be anxious 
enough about the pantaloons tlicy 
make not bagging at the knees, they 
would not mind those they wear bag
ging a little more at the pockets 

The citizen who is bitten In his ven
tures In truBt stocks will not get much 
sympathy. No trust has been organ
ized for benevolent or sanitary pur
poses, and the fact Is quite well known 
to everybody. 

Extreme old age Iiub its compensa
tions. The celebration of a birthday, 
the latest in a series of remarkable 
length, was the occasion of the com
ment by the genial recipient of natal 
honors: "I am congratulated by ail; en
vied by none." Is It not a distinct 
achievement to have outlived envy? 

C There Is no American citizen who did 
not rejoice that In the closing hours of 
the I/Vth Congress the hero of Manila 
was raised to the full rank of admiral, 
a position previously honored by Farra-
gut and Porter. This action was duo 
both to the navy and to the gallant and 
judicious officer who, as a commander 
and a statesman, has done so much to 
win renown for the flag of his country. 

Sheikh Mahomet Suleiman, one of 
the foremost native magnates of 
Egypt, declares that 80 per cent, of his 
countrymen arc not only content with 
British rule, but are earnestly desirous 
that It shall be maintained, and he 
adds that If it were withdrawn the 
country would within a short time re
lapse Into barbarism. Protectorates 
have a justification when Buch testi
mony can be given. 

Our exports of agricultural imple
ments to Argentina in the post eight 
months as compared with the corre
sponding eight months of the preceding 
year jumped ahead nearly fivefold. 
This Is at once gratifying and ominous. 
While we are glnd to sell the plows and 
mowing machines, we must expect to 
meet a stiffer competition in the grain 
markets of the world from the Argen
tine farmers who use them. 

The Philadelphia Itecord makes the 
very good point that a marked defect 
In ofilclal and unofficial reports con
cerning adulterations of food and 
drinks Is a failure to give the names 
of the pnrties putting up or vending 
the adulterated goods. The names are 
what the people want more than any 
other fact, when they are told of the 
frauds being practiced at their ex
pense. And there Is no more renson for 
shielding the men engaged In passing 
off spurious articles of food than there 
Is for Bbleldlng the maker and vender 
of counterfeit money. 

terlous chemical "analogies" and put 
his claims In the Sunday papers to find 
thousands of fairly well-educated read
ers ready to believe that sliver has been 
made Into gold. A process for extract
ing gold from sea water was no less en
ticing, and, on the whole, the time 
seems ripe for carrying out Dr. Swift's 
project for extracting sunshine from 
cucumbers. In the popular mind there 
Is a sort of awe of the astonishing 
achievements of recent science and a 
difficulty In drawing the line between 
the possible and the impossible. If we 
cau see through opaque bodies, hear 
music across the continent, bottle up 
the voices of our dear friends, tele
graph without wires and light rooms 
without visible connections why not 
make things go of themselves? 

The nondescript tongue known as 
"pidgin-English" is almost the only 
medium of communication between for
eigners and the Chinese, and nlne-
tcnthB of the enormous business (lone 
in China between the English. Germans 
and Americans and the Chinese Is done 
through this grotesque gibberish. Ches
ter Holcombe, in ills "Real Chinaman," 
gives two amusing anecdotes to show 
how absurd It Is. A young foreigner 
who called upon two young ladies, also 
foreigners, was Informed by their Chi
nese servant, "That two pieccy glrlo no 
can see. Number one piccey fop side 
makee washee, washee. Number two 
plecey go outside, makee walkee, 
walkee." He meant to say that the 
elder of the two was taking a bath up
stairs, and the younger had gone out. 
When King Kalnkaua, of the Hawaiian 
Islands, visited Shanghai, he occupied 
a suite of rooms up one flight of Btnlrs 
at the Astor House. Two American 
gentlemen called to pay their respects 
one morning, and meeting the proprie
tor, inquired if the king was In. "I will 
see," replied the landlord, and shouting 
to a Chinese servant at the head of the 
Btnlrs, asked, "Boy! That plecey king 
top side, had got?" "Hab got," laconic
ally answered the servant "Gentle
men, his majesty is in. Pray walk up," 
said the landlord. 

We sometimes speak of this as a 
skeptical age, and laugh hugely over 
the stories of medieval charlatans who 
bamboozed the public, but It is doubt
ful whether the era of Jernegan, of 
Hooley and the Keely motor has any 
reason to boast of its sagacity. It is 
safe to say that if thero were any 
money in squaring the circle tho proc
ess would be the basis of a stock com
pany to-day. It Is rather curious In
deed to seo how file world has moved 
from Its Incredulous position of . fifty 
years ago. Science Is sometimes spoken 
of as unsettling belief; It Is just to say 
that it has shaken the foundations of 
unbelief. Twenty-five years ago the 
Idea of a flying machine was Invariably 
ridiculed; Its eternal impossibility was 
regarded as demonstrafed. To-day vast j 
fortunes are being spent in tho effort 
to make a practicable airship. Then 
the medieval notion of the transmission 
of metals would have been scoffed at 
by the most ignorant. Now Professor 
dm mens has merely to Cits a fow 

Thc surprising news comes from Que
bec that the Plains of Abraham have 
been surveyed for building lots, and 
that already nine streets have been 
laid out across them. It Is added, and 
no woudor, that every historical asso
ciation In Canada has protested 
agalust the desecration. The land ought 
to have been purchased long ago by the 
Government, which has preserved the 
famous site so far through the pay
ment of a small rental. It was a case 
in which there was no need to take nny 
risks, and there would never have been 
any doubt about the desirability of 
maintaining the grouuds as near as 
might be in their orlgiunl condition. 
Nowhere on tills cont Input is there a 
place of greater historical interest or 
one that explains and re-enforces so 
clearly what is told on the historic 
page. Witli a brief outline of the facts 
in his mind tho writer cau himself fill 
in the details. Going to the ramparts 
above he realizes at once the desperate 
nature of Wolfe's enterprise. The com
manding position of the upper town 
seems to preclude the very idea of an 
attack from any point higher up on the 
river. No book makes it so convincing
ly evident why tho French were con
tent with a careless guard upon tho 
Plains. Then a walk out of tho city 
and across the very grounds to the spot 
where the Indomitable redcoats ap
peared intensifies the lirst impression, 
lloratlus at the bridge In the brave 
days of old had no heavier task than 
did those Englishmen. The steep 
banks towering over the river are for
midable enough to the curious traveler 
who carries neither arms nor ammuni
tion, and has no foe to fear. It looks 
as though one proper man might stop 
a host in that perilous path. That an 
army could reach the summit seems 
fairly Incredible. But Interest does not 
cease there at the brink. A superior 
force was to be met and conquered on 
the Plains, and every foot of way 
thrills the nerves and appeals to the 
Imagination. The disposition of the 
troops can be readily figured out, and 
the whole course of the battle can be 
closely followed till the supreme mo
ment, when Wolfe fell and the shout of 
victory was borne on his ears as the 
routed French fled pell-mell for the 
city. From any hut the numerical 
standpoint the battle was one of the 
most Important In history. It deter
mined not only the fate of Canada, but 
that of the whole Northwest, and all 
the inheritors of British Institutions In 
the region of the great lakes are its 
beneficiaries. So much the Plains of 
Abraham stand for, and they should 
remain to tell their story to the end of 
time. 

THE 6ASHMERE GOAT. 

Animal that Produces the Material 
of Which Costly Shu wis Are Made. 

Several beautiful varieties of the goal 
ore found in different parts of the East, 
and one of these, shown in the present 
illustration, is the famous goat of Cash 
mere. This animal, which is found ID 
great numbers In the magnificent valley 
of Cashmere, has a delicate head, with 
semi-pendulous ears, which are botl) 
long and wide. The hair varies in 
length, and Is coarse and of different 
colors, according to the individual. The 
horns are very erect, and sometimes 
slightly spiral, Inclining Inward and tc 
such an extent In some cases as tc 
cross. Tho coat is composed of twe 
materials; but it Is the under coat thai 
partakes of the nature of wool and is 
valued as au article of commerce. This 
undergrowth, which is of a uniform 
grayish white tlut, whatever the coloi 
of the hair may be, is beautifully soft 
and silky, and of a tluft'y description, 
resembling down. It makes its appear 
ance in the autumu, and coutluues tc 
grow until the following spring, when, 
if not removed, It falls off uaturally. 
Its collection then commences, occupy
ing from eight to teu days. The auima! 
undergoes during that time a process 
of combing by which all the wool and » 
portion of the hair, which of necessity 
comes with it, is removed. The lattei 
is afterward carefully separated, whet 
the tleece in a good rpecimeu weighs 
about half a pouud. This Is the mate
rial of which the far-famed and costly 
shawls are made, which at one time 
had such a demand Hint, it is stated 
"10,000 looms were kept in constant 
work at Cashmere iu their manufac
ture." Those goats having a short 
neat head, very long, thin ears, a deli 
cate skin, small bones, and a long heavy 
coat, are for tills purpose deemed the 
best. There are several varieties pos 
sessitig this valuable quality, but those 
of Cashmere, Thibet aud Mongolia are 
the most esteemed. About the year 
1810 a small herd of Cashmere goats 
was introduced into France with a 

TUB CANII.MEItK GOAT. 

view to acclimatize and breed them for 
the sake of their wool, but the enter 
prise failed. A few were purchased 
and taken to England by Mr. C. T. 
Tower, who, by careful treatment, so 
fur succeeded with them, that In 
course of time lie had a shawl made 
from their fleece, which turned out to 
be of good quality. At the death of 
the owner some years later, the herd 
was presented to Queen Victoria aud 
placed In Windsor Park. 

Dogskin Clothes. 
Iu Northern China many of the na

tives are dressed In dogskin. There 
are many establishments where dogs 
of a peculiar breed are raised for their 
skins. They are killed when eight 
months old. 

[tapl<l-l«'iro Giinn. 
A battery of modern German artil

lery, using the new quIclc-Hrlng .umi.s 
recently supplied them, can lire sixty 
shots a minute at a range of over live 
miles. 

Our Idea of true charity Is to say 
when a man's hair gels white that ft la 
due to sorrow and nervous strain, in 
stead of to old agg. 

irttf barman 
THE fall of the Chinese empire 

and Its actual partition among the 
western peoples have furnished 

one of the most dramatic spectacles to 
be found in the history Qf the nations. 
It came about through the Chinese-
Japanese war. The pretensions of a 
vast empire were exposed within three 
months. The war demonstrated that 
China was made up not of one people, 
but of many peoples—peoples who 
spoke different languages, had differing 
customs, entertained differing beliefs, 
held differing ambitions. In a general 
way, it had been known that a man 
from Canton could with difficulty make 
himself understood in Hong-Ivoug, but 
the world dreamed of nothiug like the 
racial separation which existed within 
the far-reachiug confines of the flowery 
kingdom. All of these interior and ex
terior peoples believed in a vajiiie way 
that the emperor was the son of the 
Bun, but they were not willing to fight 
for it. The generals were veual, cow* 
ardly or incompetent The uavy was a 
sham. The army was uot above the 
ridiculous. The state was rotten 
through and through. Japan accom
plished the exposition, but was held off. 
It wished to Boise Corea and a large 
part of the Chinese mainland. It got 
only Bome money and the Formosan Isl
ands, which have been a white ele
phant. Russia, Germany and France 
interfered. Englaud was appealed to. 
but failed to Interfere. England fights 
only Its own battles. 

The vast Chinese kingdom was left 
open and palpitating. The emperor's 
bead rolled uneasily on Ills shoulders. 
Rebels were to the north, south, east 
and west of him. Ills revenues were 
stopped. Anarchy threatened. Ills 
family had been taught by more than 
fifty years of experience that It costs 
money to appeal to Euglnnd. He knew 
little of Russia, beyond the fact that It 
had proved friendly In fending off Ja-
pau. He turned to Russia. That coun
try acquiesced promptly. The price 
paid has been greater than Britain 
would have exacted. Russian agents 
swarmed into Manchuria. Russian 
troops followed them iu thousands and 
arc still there. Russian ships prowled 
along the coasts, the waving black lines 
of smoke signaling to him that his 

that Russia lias every right to build 
through the valley or to take any action 
she may please looking to the develop
ment of Russian trade. It Is over the 
valley of the Yang-tse that battles of 
the future may be fought. 

Impinging upon the British "sphere" 
to the south Is the French "sphere." 
Russia has gained its foothold through 
diplomacy and promises of aid. France 
has fought for hers. Freuch diplomacy 
In China has not been a success. The 
Freuch have been compelled to find ex
cuses for wars and to take with the 
strong hand. Years have been spent 
by the Gallic government in endeavor
ing to increase Its holdings In Annarn. 
It has succeeded only in obtaining con
cessions to build two railways. It i3 
contemplated that one of these shall go 
north to a point ou the Yang-tse River, 
where it is to Join a Russian road run-
ulng south from Peklu. If the scheme 
is carried out the Yang-tse valley, now 
dominated by England, will be pierced 
through aud through by a road, one 
end of which will be owned by Russia 
and the other by France. Tills road 
would be the future grand trunk line 
of China: It would be dominated by 
French and Russian otliclals; its tar
iffs would be fixed by France and Rus
sia; Its trains would be run to suit the 
convenience and puri>oses of those 
countries. 

The German possessions In China arc 
much smaller than the Russian or 
French possessions, but are more com
pact aud more advantageously situ
ated. No one doubts that Russia and 
France agreed that Germany should 
have this territory when the three 
powers were throttling Japan. The Im
mediate excuse for German occupation 
was the murder of three missionaries. 
A force of marines was lauded at Kiao-
Chou, the Chinese ran away, promptly 
the German Dag was hoisted and the 
deed was accomplished. The result 
has beeu that Germany now owns the 
eutlre Shan-tung peninsula; has re
served the right to build railways and 
do mining In that part of the empire; 
handles the customs as a matter of 
course; has obtained an Ice-free port 
for Its warships, and stands ready to 
take a hand wheu the final slicing be
gins. It demands also the right to con-

the bands of a mounted messenger. 
Its contents were fierce and threaten
ing and demanded of Roosevelt an ex
planation of his couduct in regard to 
Inciting discontent among certain em
ployes of the Frenchman's with the in
tent to Induce them to enter Roose
velt's employ, which, the letter said, 
had been represented to the writer on 
good authority. 

"Teddy read the letter. 'No answer,' 
said be to the messenger, who rode 
away surprised at the apparent Indif
ference of this endangered ranchman. 
But Roosevelt immediately mounted 
his horse and rode to the De Mores 
ranch, arriviug there soon after the 
Frenchman's messenger hnd reached 
home with his report of his errand's 
result. De Mores, raging over the auda
city of the American, was nevertheless 
amazed to hear Roosevelt announced. 
Teddy did not dilly-dally. Holding tho 
letter in his hand, he said: 
" 4A man wouldn*t write a letter such 

as this unless he was looking for some
thing!' 

"De Mores stood specchless for n mo
ment, then bowed politely and replied: 

"'Ah! Your explanation is all right 
and satisfactory. I am sure I have 
been misinformed!" 

"That ended the interview and Ted
dy remounted his horse and w«»ut 
home."—New York Sun. 

MISTRESS OF THE WHITE HOUSE 

fihe Is Now Ending Her Days in an In* 
stitution of Charity* 

By recent Congressional act the pen-
slou of Mrs. Letltla Tyler Semple, 
which she receives as a widow of a sol
dier In the Mexican war, has been In
creased from $8 to $30 a mouth, a 
rather small income for one who once 
presided over the social functions of 
the White House. 

Mrs. Semple Is a daughter of Presi
dent Tyler, and on the death of her 
mother acted for a time as tho mis
tress of the White House. She is a 
woman of rare qualities of mlud, a 
pretty wit aud keen sense of humor, 
and has many amusing stories to tell 
of the great men of that period. Mrs. 
Semple's entire fortune was lost dur
ing the civil war, and for many years 
she has been an Iniuatd of the Louise 
Home, founded by the late W. W. Cor
coran as a memorial to his wife and 
daughter. It is a remarkable Institu
tion of its kind, aud Its occupants, all 
of whom come from the aristocratic 
class In the South, are treated more as 
boarders than as dependents, but, no 
matter how pleasant the environment, 
It Is still sad that a woman who at one 
period of her life occupied the position 
of the first lady in the laud should 
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MAP SHOWING FOREIGN "SPHERES" IN CHINA. 

powerful friend was still aiding him. 
Mr. Pavloff, Russian representative 

at Pekln, elected himself the special 
guide, counselor and frleud of the 
tsung-li-yamen and It was forced to 
take his advice. Russia demanded and 
obtained treaty rights, occupancy 
rights, railway concessions, mining 
privileges, changes lu customs and any
thing else which the Czar's minister 
thought might prove of advantage. The 
Chinese government ncted like a child. 
It pouted aud whimpered. It appealed 
tearfully to England one day; the next 
it would not receive the English am
bassador. It lied to Russia, to Ger
many, to England. Steadily the Rus
sian pressure continued. Nothing could 
lighten It. It Is still exerted. Nominally 
leasing only a part of the Llatong pen
insula Russia uow controls all of Man-
churla, which Is being opened by the 
Siberian and Manchurlau railways. It 
controls all of the province of Pe-Chee-
Lee, which Includes Pekln. It controls 
Shausbi and Sbenshl, over which a Bel
gian corporation (which hides a Rus
sian corporation) Is driving a railway. 
It controls Kansu, uuexplorcd, but said 
to be rich In minerals, and the northern 
part of Thibet. This mysterious land, 
which Is closed to England from the 
south. is wide open to Russia from the 
north and Is being surveyed by Russian 
engineers. With these territories Rus
sia dominates every caravan route 
through ICoko-Nor and Turkestan. The 
price has been high. 

Directly south of the Russian 
"sphere" lies the British "sphere." The 
space, occupying the center of the map. 
Includes the great Yaug-tse valley. For 
more than a quarter of a century it has 
been regarded as the bondmaldeu of 
British trade. Tills is China—actual 
China—the China of the Chinese, not 
the China of the Munchurlans or the 
Manchu dynasty. It contains 300,-
000,000 people, or three-fourths of the 
entire population of the empire. It con
tains hundreds of huge cities. It is 
twenty times worth the other portious 
of the kingdom. It is, so far as culti
vation Is concerned, the garden of the 
world. The seat of the British govern-
unce of this royal territory Is now and 
has been for many years Shanghai. 
Until last year not one of the Euro
pean governments had sought to ques
tion the British right to control this 
valley. Russia now denies It absolute
ly. Pavloff asserts that British domi
nance of the Yang- e is a myth; that 
no guaranteed rights of possession have 
(>ecu granted tp Englaud by Cbluji aud 

struct a parallel line to the contemplat
ed French and Russian line through 
the Yang-tse valley, thus placing a 
railway owned by a third inimical pow
er iu the territory supposed to belong 
to England. If the French clulms for 
an extension of "sphere" are allowed 
the French will cut the British line of 
communication betweeu Central China 
and British China. This is made clear 
by a glance at the map. 

The difference in the policies of the 
three great powers briefly stated Is: 
Great Britain, confident iu Its commer
cial prowess and the value of the foot
hold it has obtained by half a century 
of occupation, wishes to throw open to 
the world the trade of the 400,000,000 
subjects of the Emperor. Russia, Ger
many and France have wished to par
tition Clilua commercially among them
selves, reserving certalu portions for 
their own trading and barring out com
petitors by means of customs regula
tions, local taxes, railway tariffs, etc. 
It may be stated here that Great Brit
ain has maintained the open door in 
her "sphere" since the acquisition of 
her "sphere," and that her trade with 
China Is three-fourths of the entire 
trade of the empire with the outside 
world. 

The accompanying map marks the 
portious of the empire which have been 
grabbed by the contending Western 
powers, and It Is common prediction 
Iu European circles that the world war 
of the future Is to come from the clash
ing of these "spheres." The mllltalres 
of England declare that If their coun
try fails to preserve her domination of 
the great river of the Yang-tse she will 
be forced to tight to preserve her Inllu-
enee from utter ruin; if she does final
ly stake out her "possessions" she will 
be forced to light over a matter of 
bouudary lines. 

GOV. ROOSEVELT AS RANCHMAN 

A t'tory of u Meeting of Some Impor
tance with a Neighbor. 

"When Governor Roosevelt was 
ranching 'way out West—although he 
wasn't Governor then, of course—his 
ranch joined on to some of the posses
sions of that dynamite French uoble-
man, the Marquis de Mores, who had 
the reputatiou of never being satisfied 
with anything but the blood of auy one 
who had done him an injury, real or 
Imaginary, or affronted him," said a 
cattleman who lived out iu that coun
try at the time. "One day Roosevelt re
ceived a letter from tbe Marquis by 

spend her last days an object of char
ity. 

When Mrs. Semple presided In the 
White House the demauds upon her 
were heavy. Three days in the week 
wpre devoted to the reception of visit
ors, and three more devoted to the re
turning of calls. Mrs. Semple had the 

POltMKK WHITE HOUSE MISTItRSS. 

honor of christening the first Irou ship 
which was propelled by steam In the 
American navy, the Allegheny. When 
her fortune was swept away she estab
lished au electric Institute In Baltimore 
and presided over it eleven years, when 
ill-health compelled her to accept the 
hospitality of the Louise Home. Dur
ing the war she aided Iu the establish
ment of hospitals for the sick and 
wounded In the South, aud her jewelry 
was donated to the fund for the pur
chase of food aud clothlug for the 
Southern army. 

Vuluable Metnl. 
Aluminum Is now worked on a large 

scale for all sorts of industrial pur
poses, aud has taken Its place as one 
of the fire or six commercial metals 
of the world. Weight for weight. It Is 
already cheaper than copper and tin; 
it does uot tarnish, Is suitable for all 
kinds of cooking utensils, Is largely 
used in shipbuilding aud is a most val
uable adjunct to metallurgy. Inasmuch 
as a small addition of aluminium to a 
mold of steel or brass Insures absolute
ly solid castings. 

When newly married people read the 
advertisements In the street cars mi<j 
In the programs at the theater, Instead 
of talking, it Is sign tbeJr dream 
hue coded. 

THE HAWKEYE STATE 

NEWS OF THE WEEK CONCISELY 
CONDENSED. 

Cost of a Pitch and a Fi^ht—Diag
noses Smallpox as Ivy Poisoning— 
Militia Cannot He Organized—Ysan* 
Forger Pleads Guilty-Child Crashed, 

The Iowa Supreme Court has handed 
down a decision in the famous Wright 
County ditch case. This has been the 
longest and hardest fought law case upon 
the court records of the county. Along 
in the early 'IK)s the Board of Supervis
ors constructed a large ditch and levied 
an assessment upon adjacent property 
holders to defray the expenses. After the 
ditch had been made, suit was brought in 
the District Court to restrain the County 
Treasurer from collecting the special tax. 
In this court the taxpayers won, but last 
fall the Supreme Court reversed the de
cision and found for the county. Another 
case, on different lines, was brought in 
the District Court, and again the taxpay
ers won, but the decision rendered by the 
Supreme Court reverses that of the Dis
trict Court, ami effectually closes the 
case. The original cost of the ditch was 
$8,000, and the expenses of tho litigation 
will amount to nearly as much again, 
making the total cost of the ditch in the 
neighborhood of $111,000. 

Fear Kpidemic of Smallpox. 
Iowa is threatened with an epidemic of 

smallpox, according to Dr. J. C. Shrader 
of Iowa City, a member of the State 
Board of Health, who has made an in
vestigation tour of tho State. He found 
that at Lisbon, a young ninn named Zim
merman had died of smallpox. The doc
tor who attended him declared the ailment 
was ivy poisoning and therefore a public 
funeral was held, 250 people attending. 
About a dozen people who were present 
are now sick with smallpox. Two of the 
young man's sisters are among the vic
tims. They are students at Cornell Col
lege, Mount Vernon. They had re
turned to school aud were at their classes 
when stricken down. During the time 
prior to the development of the disease in 
their case they were associated with 
about 500 students. 

Nation Holds to State Gnns. 
Adjt. Gen. Byers of the Iowa National 

Guard has received a ruling from the na
tional War Department which will com
pletely suspend the reorganization of the 
Iowa Guard. It is that the Federal Gov
ernment will not return the arms, equip* 
meut and accouternieuts of State troops 
that were mustered into the Federal army 
for the Spanish war. It will cost about 
$100,000 to re-equip the Iowa regiments 
and it cannot be done till a Legislature 
can appropriate the funds. 

Forger Pleaded Guilty. 
At Marshalltown, E. D. Ritchey, the 

young forger who successfully swindled 
Col. F. C. Letts, president of the Letts-
Fletcher company, with a bogus draft on 
a Chicago commission house, and who 
was later captured in Chicago, pleaded 
guilty to the charge, and Judge Burnham 
sentenced him to three years in the Fort 
Madison penitentiary. 

Two Are Run Down by a Car. 
Mrs. Sam Card and her 5-year-old 

daughter were run down by a street oar 
in Cedar Rapids. The child died three 
hours later, but the mother will survive. 
They were waiting to board the car and 
the little one ran across the tracks in 
front. The mother tried to save her and 
both were caught under the wheels. 

Brief State Happenings. 
A big timber wolf was killed just out

side Burlington. 
A new stucco mill, to cost $50,000, is to 

be located at Fort Dodge. 
During the past year 000 pupils have 

been enrolled in the Fairfield schools. 
Washington has sold its $22,000 school 

bonds to the Citizens* Bauk of that city. 
Charles T. Bradigum of Tracy has been 

appointed a clerk in the railway mail ser
vice. 

A new church and school house are to 
be erected at New Providence this sea
son. 

S. J. Foxe of Seaton lost three fingers 
from his right hand while operating a 
buzz saw. 

The next Republican State convention 
will have 1,282 delegates, figuring on the 
usual basis. 

A training school for nurses has been 
opened in connection with Mercy hospital, 
Des Moiues. 

The contract has been let for a new 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Carson, 
to cost $4,400. 

Moulton Is out of debt and prepared to 
give lessons in municipal economy to less 
fortunate neighbors. 

The Northern Telephone Company of 
Pocahontas Couuty has been incorporat
ed, with a capital of $10,000. 

James Cooney, employed at the Iowa 
iron works, Dubuque, lost his right eye 
by a splinter of steel which tied into it. 

The board of coutrol has contracted for 
the furnishing of 700 volumes for the in
stitutions at Anamosa and Council Bluffs. 

Johu Peverly, a traveling salesman of 
Des Moines, claims to be a second cousin 
of both Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson 
Davis. 

L. A. Turuer of Atlantic, who was in
jured in a runaway accident at Atlantic, 
has since died without regaining con
sciousness. 

William Thayer, runuing between Du
buque and Chicago, has been iu continu
ous service as a railroad conductor for 
forty-nine years. 

The Business Men's League of Du
buque will make an effort to secure the 
preseuce of President McKiuley as the 
star attraction during carnival week. 

The dead body of Claus Ilamann, an 
old man, was found in a shallow pool of 
water at Council Bluffs. The prevailing 
opinion is that it was a case of suicide. 

By the giving way of a scaffold on a 
building iu course of erectlou at Daven
port three workmen were precipitated 
twelve feet to the ground aud quite seri
ously injured. 

A Clinton man says his sou advertised 
in a matrimonial paper, aud his daughter 
answered the udvertiseiueut. He thinks 
he has more than the usual proportion of 
fools in the family. 

Oskaloosa carried her free library prop
osition by a majority of 554, Chariton by 
325 votes for to 107 against, and Fair
field rolled up a majority of 840 iu favor 
of such a proposition. 

The members of the bar of Clinton 
County have organized aud incorporated 
a law library. Capital stock $1,000, 
shares $25 each. 

Gideon Daugherty of near Oskaloosa, 
one of the best known Masons in Iowa, 
is dead. He had built a line lodge room 
ou his farm. 

At. Kingsley the other evening Mrs. L. 
W. Elliott fell into a well aud was smoth
ered in the mud. She was raking the 
yard and acidentally fell head lirst. The 
well was twenty-two feet deep and nearly 
dry. Mrs. Elliott's head was driven Into 
the mud by her own weight, and as the 
well was small she was unable to help 
herself. 

Patrick Foley, a well-known Fort 
Dodge citizen, aged 70, dropped dead in 
the street as he was entering his home. 

The Iowa crop bulletin says that com
pared with last year the seuson for begin
ning seeiVug and other farm operations is 
about three weeks late. The frost in the 
soil in receding very slowly and the sur
face has been generally too wet for field 
work. In the central section a beginning 
has been made in seeding on dry ridges 
and well-drained fields. The fields of win
ter wheat have not as yet shown signs of 
life, and it is believed that late-sown 
wheal is about all killed. The consump
tion of gram and forage during the last 
wiuter has beeu much greater than usual* 

Ruthven has a new bank. 
Clinton paid off $20,000 of its debt last 

year. 

Cascade postoflAce has been raised to 
the third class. 

Iowa furnished 36 per cent of the horses 
exported last year. 

The burned district at Marble Rock will 
be rebuilt at once. 

Cascade expended $440.16 on its streets 
and alleys last year. 

There is 85,000 bushels of corn await
ing shipment at Folletts. 

A savings bank has been organized at 
Olin with a capital of $10,000. 

One of the hauks at Emmctsburg has 
deposits in excess of $300,000. 

The postofilce at Likens has been dis
continued. Mail will go to Urbana. 

The Danish Church at South Franklin 
contemplates rebuilding this summer. 

C. W. Faymond, a prominent merchant 
of Duncombe, left for parts unknown. 

The express office at Denison sold $G00 
worth of money orders one day recently. 

The total aggregation of assessed prop
erty in Hubbard amounts to over $85,000. 

The assessed valuation of Cedar County 
shows a decrease from last year of $70.-
000. 

James Lane was killed near Buffalo by 
the caviug In of a well which he waB dig
ging. 

The Christian Church people at Le 
Grand are agitating for a new church 
building. 

Fire at Earlvilte destroyed a large barn. 
Two horses In the building were burned 
to death. 

The Northwestern Buyers' Association 
has been organized and perfected at Em-
metsburg. 

John WiUmore has been appointed post
master at Moorevllle, *vlce W. W. Smith, 
resigued. 

A couple of fellows who ran a turkey 
raffle at Des Moines were adjudged guilty 
of gambling. 

Deeds to the number of 1,017 were filed 
during the first quarter of 1809 in Palo 
Alto County. 

It is estimated that Iowa Is paying at 
the rate of $2,000,000 annually in war 
revenue taxes. 

The C. & N. W. is making preparations 
to double track between Missouri Valley 
and Loveland. 

Arrangements are being made to estab
lish a State bank in the new town in Lin
coln township. 

Saloons at Hill Siding and Morse have 
been closed permanently under anti-saloon 
league injunctions. 

The Union creamery at East Hardin 
has put In a cheese factory in connection 
with the creamery. 

The school at Timber Valley has been 
closed on account of mumps, which is 
raging In that vicinity. 

The C., R. I. & P. will extend Its Win-
terset branch from that point to Creston, 
a distance of forty miles. 

Petit jurors in the rural counties are 
pleading successfully the press of farm 
work aB excuse from serving. 

The contract has been let for the erec
tion of the new St. Martin's Church at 
Cascade, to cost about $20,000. 

The 2-year-old child of F. E. Lindfttrom 
of Bartlett was severely burned by Its 
clothes catching fire at a stove. 

A New York manufacturing concern 
may locate a factory at Dubuque, employ
ing between 100 and 200 people. 

Wm. Schultz of Davenport waB badly 
burned by the explosion of a gasoline 
torch, with which he was working. 

The strike of coal miners in the Des 
Moines district still continues. The men 
are hopeful of a complete victory. 

Mrs. Jefferson Said, aged 65, of Oorrec-
tionvllle, dropped dead on the street The 
immediate cause of death is unknown. 

Burglars entered the McKaln restau
rant at Fairfield. 'Their total loot was a 
box of cigars and thirty cents in pennies. 

Ex-Senator Harlan has consented to 
preside at the laying of the corner Btone 
for the State historical building May 17. 

The little son of M. C. Malvin, living 
near Zearing, was drowned in a creek 
near his home. The body was recovered. 

The 6-year-old daughter of A. Beadle of 
Woodbine had her left leg broken at the 
hip joint by a little playmate falling on 
her. 

Burglars entered the book store of W. 
A. Liston at Indianola and carried away 
about $50 worth of gold and fouutain 
pens. 

It Is believed that 200 acres to be de
voted to the cultivation of sugar beets will 
be secured in the vicinity of Cooncil 
Bluffs. 

For the first time in the history of the 
State the spring statement of the bankB 
shows on increase over the winter state
ment. 

A company of Iowa people has been 
organized to go to Texas and engage in 
raising rice. The company has a capital 
of $200,000. 

They are now talking of arranging a 
test case at Des Moines by which the 
court house location question can be tafe» 
en into the courts. 

Louis Stoneroad of Des Moines was 
thrown out of his buggy upon the paving 
and severely injured by collisiou with a 
hose cart racing to a fire. 

George E. James, manager of a theat
rical company, was killed by a beating at 
the hands of "Shorty" Hawab, in Avoca. 
The trouble arose over a woman. 

John Senabaum of Chicago, while cross
ing a culvert at Burlington was struck 
by moving cars and thrown into the ditch. 
He sustained a severe scalp wound. 

Superintendent Cooper of the West Des 
Moines schools has accepted the proffered 
superinteudency at Salt Lake City, Utah. 
He will take up his new work Sept. 1. 

John T. Sullivan of Waterloo was mar
ried at Memphis, Teuu. Miss Mary Gil-
leas, daughter of the assistant superin
tendent of the Illiuois Central, is the 
bride. 

Parties convicted of violating the dty 
ordinance agaiust gambling at Des 
Moines have appealed to the Supreme 
Court, to test the constitutionality of the 
act. 

Father Nugent of Des Moines denies 
the story that the authorities of his 
church interfered to prevent his proposed 
debate with Rev. Dr. Eaton of the same 
city. 

Tho postal receipts at Des Moines ag
gregated $24,820 in March, as against 
$21,038 for the corresponding month last 
year, an increase of $3,188, or 14.7 per 
cent. 

Fifteen old soldiers at Logan have 
sworn that they are not able-bodied men 
and are therefore eutitled to $800 exemp
tion from taxes. The Board of Equaliza
tion refused to grant their request. 

The Ruthven train on the Rock Island 
road narrowly escaped being wrecked 
while passing over a burning bridge near 
Valley Junction. The traiu was stopped 
and the passengers aided in subduing the 
flames. 

The ladies of several churches in north
western Iowa have established a paper 
called the Ladies* Aid Society Journal, to 
be published mouthiy in Des Moines. It 
will be devoted to the social work of the 
church. 

It is believed that the Des Moines pack
ing house will be reopened for business, 
the English owners being in favor of such 
action. 

The report of the fire chief at Des 
Moines has just been issued. It shows 
that during 1898 there were 309 fires on 
which the total loss is given at $128,322. 
The city has sixty-five members of the de
partment. 

A Chicago man ofTers to put in 220 arc 
lights in Burlington at a cost per year per 
lamp of $45, the plant to cast $100,000. 
He requires a ten-year contract. It is 
further required that the city pay $10,000 
a year additional at the end of ten years 
to ow» the plant, 

She—You say you met your friend 
accidentally? He—Yes; I fell In with 
him while skating.—Yonkers States
man. 

The maid—I'll be & sister to you. The 
man—Not much! I've just got enough 
collar buttons for myself.—New York 
Evening Journal. 

"You married roe for my money.* 
"What of It? You married mo for my 
beauty." "Well, both securities bave 
depreciated."—Life. 

The sister—I have become engaged 
to Fred. The brother—Whatever In
duced you to do that? The slster^-Why, 
Fred, of course!—Judge. 

Miss Fondart—Jack, what do they 
mean when they speak of a first-water 
diamond? Jack—One that's never been 
soaked.—Jeweler's Weekly. 

Visiting Englishman—How do you Ac
count for this policy of expansion? Mr. 
Starzenstrlpes—Well, you see, we got 
hot. Heat always expands.—Life. 

She—In this story It refers to empty 
bottles as "dead men." Tbat 'B absurd. 
He—Where's the absurdity? She—Well, 
dead men tell no tales; empty bottles 
do.—Moonshine. 

"It's depressing. Isn't It, to find 
feathers sticking to your Thanksgiving 
turkey?" "Well, it certninly does make 
one feel down In the mouth."—Phila
delphia Bulletin. 

"Who Is the smartest boy In your 
class, Bobby?" usked bis uncle. "I'd 
like to tell you," auswered Bobby, 
modestly, "only papa says I must not 
boast."—Harper's Bazu.. 

Graduate—Now that I have my med
ical diploma, professor, where would 
you advise me to practice for wealth? 
Professor—In any first-class heultb re
sort.—Detroit Free Press. 

Tall one (angrily)—Don't dnre to con
tradict me again, sir; don't you know 
that I could eat you if I chose? Short 
one—Ab! but 1 should disagree with 
you eveu more, then.—Ally Sloper. 

Senator Depew—At this point, Mr. 
Presidcut, I am reminded of an anec
dote Several other Senators—Mr. 
President, 1 move be bavo leave to 
print the anecdote.—Chicago Tribune. 

Mrs. Jlmlet—Harold writes from col
lege that he's tarnln' to fencc. Farmer 
Jlmlet—Good enough! K'U let him 
string more'n half a mile o' barb-wire 
fence as soon as he gits hum.—Judge. 

Lady—I wish to get a birthday pres
ent for my husband. Sbop-walker— 
How long have you been married, mad-
ame? Lady—Ten years. Shop-walker 
—Bargain counter to the right, mad-
ame.—Boston Traveler. 

Cuptalu (to young cadet just arrived 
on bourd)—Well, youngster, the old 
story, 1 suppose—the fool of tho fam
ily sent to sea. Young cadet—Oh, no, 
6ir. That's all been altered since your 
day.—Melbourne Times. 

"Bridget, what Is that child crying so 
wildly for?" "Sure, mum, he's just 
drlnked all bis sootbiu' syrup aud ate 
the cork, aud I don't kuow now what 
ails him, uuless it's the bottle be wants 
to swallowJ"—Tlt-Blts. 

"I," said the orator, "am an Ameri
can of the good old slock, rooted deep 
In the soil " "The only stock 1 ever 
heurd of that rooted deep In the soil," 
said the farmer lu the audience, "wait 
bogs."—Indianapolis JournaL 

Blobbs—What uonseuse it Is for 
newspapers, in their accounts of wed
dings, to describe the brides being led 
to the altar! Slobbs—How so? Blobbs 
—Why, most of the girls could find 
their way In the dark.—Tit-Bits. 

Jones—Dear me! You say you often 
lay down the law to your wife; bow do 
you go about It? Bones—Why, all you 
need is firmness. 1 usually go into mj 
study, lock the door, aud do It over the 
transom; all you need Is firmness—In 
the door!—Puck. 

"What did Colonel Stllwell say about 
the braudlcd peaches we sent to cheer 
his convalescence?" "He said he woe 
afra4d be wasu't Btrong enough to eat 
the fruit," replied the little girl, "but 
that he appreciated the spirit in which 
it was sent."—Exchauge. 

Furmer Outley (reading from news
paper to his wife)—"It Is estimated 
that the receut dinner given by Mrs. 
Buuderblunk was served at u cost of at 
leaBt ten dollars a plate." What must 
the victuals have cost? Mrs. Oatley— 
Laud's sake, JoBhua! And such folks 
ulways has a different plate for every
thing they eat.—Harlem Life. 

Boatswain ^to newly jolued cadet)— 
Come, my little man, you mustn't cry 
on board of one of her majesty's ships 
of war. Did your mother cry when 
you left? Cadet—Yes, sir. Boutswnln 
—Silly old woman! And did your sister 
cry? Cadet—Yes, sir. Boatswain-
Stupid little thing! Aud did your fath
er cry? Cadet—No, sir. Boatswain— 
'Ard 'carted old beggar!—Punch. < 

Counsel—What Is your age, madam? 
Witness—Forty-seven, sir. Counsel-
Married or single? Witness—Single. I 
never bad an offer of marriage In my 
life, and If it Is of nny Interest to tho 
court } don't mind saylug that t have 
worn false balr for nearly thirty yearB. 
Counsel—Hem! That Is all, madam. 
There Is DO use In trying to tihake the 
direct testimony of so truthful a wom
an as you are.—Exchange. 

The other day the police made a raid 
on a betting club, aud after taking the 
names of the men they found there told 
them to appear at the court the uext 
morning, which they did. To one of the 
delinquents the magistrate said: "What 
are you by trade?" "A locksmith, sir." 
"Well, what are you doing when the 
police made the raid?" "Well, sir, I 
Was just making a bolt for the door." 
—Family Doctor. 

Boston Mayor's Suggestion. 
Mayor Quincy, of Boston, has sug

gested that tho city should build a 
municipal crematory In which to In
cinerate the bodies of paupers, crimi
nals aud others whose burial devolves 
upon the city. The Idea is to do away 
altogether with the potter's field. It 
Is asserted that the city could cremate 
bodies at a cost of ouly $1 each, while 
It costs $3 to dig u grave. Tho present 
potter's field will be filled before the 
expiration of the present year. The 
burials now amount to about 500 a 
year, and Increase In number yearly. 

Flash Sloasuroi). 
By means of a photograph, made 

with a vibrating leus, scientists have 
calculated the time of a lightuing flash. 
It comes out oue-ulueteeuth of a ecc-
ond. The calculation is based upon 
the multiple image In the photographs 
and the rate of vibration of the lens. 
The time applies, of course, only to the 
particular flash that was photo
graphed. Sfjgg 

The next time you think you have' 
heart disease recall what you ate for 
dinner, and you will remember Unit 
you ate pie. 


