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how would you feel without coal?
Give us your order and let us fill
your bins with a pure carbon
coal. We can save you a lot of
coal worry if you'll let us. Our
coal is carefully selected, screened
and graded. You pay what is
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coal, delivered when you want it,
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CHAPTER I.

Something unusual was going on at
division headquarters and the men in
the nearest regimental camps, regular
and volunteer,” were “lined up" along
the sentry posts and silently, eagerly
watching and waiting. For a week
rumor had been rife that orders for a
move were coming, and the brigades
hailed it with delight. For a month
shivering at night in dripping, drench-
ing fogs drifting in from the Pacific, or
drilling for hours each day on the bleak
slopes of the Presidio heights, they had
been praying for something to break
the monotony of the routine. They
were envious of the comrades who had
been shipped to Manila, emulous of
those who had stormed Santiago, and
would have welcomed with unreason-
ing enthusiasm any mandate that bore
promise of change of scene—or duty.
The afternoon was raw and chilly; the
wet wind blew salt and strong from the
westward sea, and the mist rolled in,
thick and fleecy, hiding from view the
familinr landmarks of the neighborhood
and forcing a display of lamplights in
the row of gaudy saloons across the
street that bounded the camp ground
toward the setting sun, though that in-
visible luminary was still an hour high
and afternoon drill only just over.
Company after company in their cam-
paign hats and flannel shirts, in worn
blue trousers and brown canvas leg-
gings, the men had come swinging in
from the broad driveways of the beau-
tiful park to the south and, as they
passed the tents of the commanding
general, even though they kept their
heads erect and noses to the front, their
wary eyes glanced quickly at the un-
usual array of saddled horses, of car-
riages and Concord wagons halted along
the curbstone, and noted the number
of officers grouped about the gate.
Ponchos and overcoat capes were much
in evidence on every side as the men
broke ranks, scattered to their tents
to stow away their dripping arms and
belts, and then came streaming out to
stare, unrebuked, at headquarters. It
was still early in the war days, and,
among the volunteers and, indeed,
among regiments of the regulars whose
ranks were sprinkled with college men
who had rubbed shoulders but a few
months earlier with certain subalterns,
the military line of demarcation was a
dend letter when “the boys' were out
of sight and hearing of their seniors,
and so it happened that when a young
officer came hurrying down the path-
way that led from the tents of the gen-

eral to those of the field officers of the
Tenth California, he was hailed by more
than one group of regulars along whose
lines he passed, and, as a rule, the query
took the terse, soldierly form of “What’s
up, Billy ?"

The lieutenant nodded affably to sev-
eral of his fellows of the football field,
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but his hand crept out from underneath
the shrouding cape, palm down, sig-
naling caution. *“Orders—some kind,"
he answered in tones just loud enough
10 be heard by those nearest him. “Seen
the old man anywhere? The general
wants him,” and, never halting for re-
ply, the youngster hurried on.

He was a bright, cheery, brave-eyed
lud of 20 who six months earlier was
stumbling through the sciences at the
great university on the heights beyond
the glorious bay, never dreaming of
deadlier battle than that in which his
pet eleven grappled with the striped
team of a rival college. All on a sud-
den, to the amaze of the elders of the
great republic, the tenets and tradi-
tions of the past were thrown to the
winds and the “Hermit Nation™ leaped
the seas and flew at the strongholds of
the Spanish colonies. Volunteers sprang
up by the hundred thousand and a re-
luctant c¢ongress uccorded a meager
addition to the regular army. Many a
college athlete joined the ranks, while
a limited few, gifted with relatives who
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had both push and “pull,” were per-
mitted to puss a not very exaeting ex-
amination and join the permanent es-
tablishmentassecond lieutenants forth-
with. Counting those commissioned
in the regular artillery and infantry,
there must liave been a dozen in  the
thronging eamps back of the great city,
and of these dozen, Billy Gray— *“Bellig-
erent Dilly,” as a tutor dubbed him
when the war and Billy broke out to-
gether, the latter to the extent of a
four-days’ absence from all collegiate
duty—was casily the gem of the lot.
One of the “brightest minds"” in his
class, he wag one of the laziest; one of
the quickest and most agile when
uroused, he was one of the torpids as
a rule. One of the kind who should
have “gone in for honors,” as the fac-
ulty said, he came nearer going out for
devilment. The only son of a retired
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colonel of the army who had made Cali-
fornia his home, Billy had spent years
in camp and field and saddle and knew
the west as he could never hope to know
Huswell. The only natural soldier of
his cluss when, sorely against the will
of most, they entered the student bat-
talion, he promptly won the highest
chevrons that could be given in the
sophomore year, and, almost as prompt-
ly, lost them for “lates” and absences.
When the 'varsity was challenged by a
neighboring institute to a competitive
drill the “scouts’ of the former report-
ed that the crack company of the San
Pedros had the snappiest captain they
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serving under him in the ranks and half
a dozen more, either as junior officers
or enlisted men, in the camps of the
volunteers. He was a handsome boy,
a healthy, hearty boy, and, as boys go,
rather a good boy—a boy in whom his
mother would have foumnd, had she not
long since been lifted above the cares
of this world, much of comfort and
more to condone, but a boy, neverthe-
less, who had given his old dragoon of
a dad many an anxious hour. Now,
just as he neared the legal dividing line
between youth and years of diseretion,
Billy Gray hud joined the third bat-
talion of his regiment, full of pluck,
hope and health, full of ambition to
make a name for himself in a profession
he loved as, except his father, he cer-
tainly loved nothing else, and utterly
scofling the idea that there might come
into his life a being for the sake of
whose smile he could almost lay down
his sword, for he had yet to meet Amy
Lawrence,

“Who are the women folks up at
headquarters, Billy?” asked a youth of
his own years and rank, peering eagerly
through the drifting mist at the dim,
ghostly outlines of the general's camp.

“Didn't get to see 'em. Where's the
old man—the colonel?” was the reply.
“Chief wants him toot de sweet!"

“What's wanted ?" called a voice from
the biggest of the neighboring tents,
and a close-cropped head was thrust
out between the front tent flaps. *“That
you, Billy? Who wants the colonel?
He and the “brig" rode over to the Pre-
sidio an hour ago—ain’t got back. Come
in; I've started a fire in our oil stove.”

* What's wanted?"

A puff of warm air blew from the inte-
rior and confirmed the statement, It
was well along in summer, and not a
dozen miles away to the east men were
strolling about with palm-leaf fans and
wilted collars. Here, close to the gray
shores of the mighty sea, blankets and
overcoats were in demand. Hospitably
the older officer tugged at the lucings
of the military front door, swore be-
tween his set teeth when the knots,
swollen by the wet, withstood his ef-
forts, and then shouted:

“Sergeant major,send somebody here
to open this.”

A light footstep sounded on #he
springy board floor, nimble fingers
worked a moment at the cords, then
the flap was thrown open and the ad-
jutant’s oflice stood partially revealed.
It was a big wall tent backed up against
another of the same size und pattern.
Half a dozen plain chairs, two rough
board tables littered with books, pa-
pers and smoking tobacco, an oil stove
and a cheap clothes rack on which were
hanging raincoats, ponchos and a cape
or two, comprised all the furniture. In
a stout frame of unplaned wood, cased
in their oilskins and tightly rolled,
stood the national and state colors of
the famous regiment; and back of them

well within the second tent, where one
clerk was just lighting a camp lantern,
were perched on rough tables a brace of
field desks with the regimental books.
The sergeant major, a veteran of years
of service in the regulars, sat at one of
them. A young soldier, he who had un-
fastened the tent flap to admit Lieut.
Gray, was just returning to his seat
at the other. Two orderlies lounged on
a bench well beyond and back of the
sergeant major's seat, and a bugler,
with his hands in his pockets,was smok-
ing a briar-root pipe at the opposite
back doorway. Woe to the enlisted men
who sought the presence of the colonel
or adjutant through any other channel.
The sergeant major would drop on him
with the force of a baseball bat.

“Who all are over yonder at the
chief's?" asked the adjutant, as soon
as he had his visitors well inside, and
the soft accent as well as the quaint
phraseology told that in the colonel’s
confidential staff officer a southerner
spoke,

**All the brigade and most regimental
commanders 'cept. ours, I should say,
and they seem to be waiting for them.
Can't we send?” was the answer, as the
Jjunior whipped off his campaign hat
and sprinkled the floor with the vig-
orous shakes he gave the battered felt.

“Have sent,” said his entertainer,

with placid superiority, “considers it a
reflection on her sex when I fail to pay
it due homage. Of course, you didn't
see the ladies. The party was shown
into the general's own domicile.
Couldn't you see how many young fel-
lows were posing in picturesque atti-
tudes in front of it? Awe, Hank!" he
suddenly shouted to an officer striding
past the tent in dripping mackintosh.
“Goin' up to division headquarters?
Just tell the stafl or the chief I've sent
an orderly gulloping after Squeers.
He's half way to the Presidio now, but
it'll be an hour before they can get
back.” The silent oflicer nodded and
went on, whereat Gordon made a spring
for the entrance and hailed again.

“Say, Illank! Who are the damsels?"
The answer came back through the
fog:
“People from the east—looking for a
runaway. Old gent, pretty daughter,
and pretty daughter's pretty cousin.
Heard the orders?”
“Damn the orders!
us. Where do they come from
“D'rect from Washington, they say.
Three regiments to sail at once, and—""
“Oh, 1 know all that!” shouted Gor-
don, impatiently. “It wasallover camp

They don’t touch
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an hour ago! Where do they—the
girls—come from? What's their
name?”

“Wasn't presented,” was the sulky re-
ply. “Let a lot of stuffy old women
ghow up in search of long-lost sons and
those fellows at headquarters unloand
them on us in less than no time, but a
brace of pretty girls—! Why, they
double the gate guards so that no out-
sider can so much as see them. Billy,
here, knows 'em. Ask him.”

By this time the youngster had ranged
up alongside the adjutant and was
laughingly enjoying the latest arrival's
tirade at the expense of the headquar-
ters’ staff, but at his closing words
Lieut. Billy's grin of amusement sud-
den left his face, giving’ way to alook
of blank amaze,

“l know 'em! I haven't been east of
the Big Muddy since I was a kid."”

“They asked for you, just the same,
just after you started. 'Leastone of 'emn
did—for What's-his-name?—the chief
wilitary legal adviser, came out bare-
headed and called after you, but you
were out of hearing. He said the cousin,
the prettiest one, recognized you as you
skipped away from the gencral’s tent,
and pointed you out to her friend.
Somebody explained you were running
an errand for one of those aids too lazy
to go himself, and that you'd be back
presently.”

“Then go at once, young man,” said
the adjutant, laying a mighty hand on
the junior's square shoulder. “Stand
not upon the order of your going, but
git! Never you mind about the colonel,

TO BE CONTINUED.

CORFESSIONS
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* “Transport arrfved. The way is clear.’

“That night I marched my men to the
coast, where I found transportation
awaiting me, and in a few days landed
them safely at Annapolis.

“The letter produced by Maj. Berante
was intended for inspection of the se-

-

8he boxed me on the ear.
cessionists, who assuming that I had
been successfully bribed, relaxed thei
watchfulness, thus enabling me more

readily to reach the coast. Iintrusted
the letter to Maj. Berante for delivery,
who put it in his pocket to be kept for
future use against me, and entered the
confederate service. If you will in-
trust me for a few minutes with its
keeping I will show you my real re-
ply, my vindication, written with the
juice of lemon on the very document
Maj. Berante has been preserving for
my destruction.”

Taking the incriminating letter from
the commanding judge, Gen. Heath
stepped to the fireplace. A thrill shot
through those present, thinking that
he was about to burn it. But no; he
held it before the flame, carefully keep-
ing it far enough to prevent its ignit-
ing. Not a word was spoken, all eyes
being fixed intently on the paper
curling in the heat. Presently the gen-
eral drew it from before the flame,
glanced at it, then raised it aloft so that
it could be seen by everyone in the
room. Across its face brown letters
had come out clear and distinct:

‘*Yours recelved. Thanks. We march to-
night. HEATH."

Slowly the general in chief rose from
his chair, and, advancing to the vindi-
cated man, grasped his hand; Margaret
laughed and wept by turns, while the
rest of us threw up our hats and shout-
ed. When quiet was restored Gen.
Heath concluded:

“You are aware, general, that during
the period of my service in the west ru-
mors have been current that I have
been sceretly and treacherously aiding
the enemy. It is now plain whence this
secret malignant influence came. Be-
rante was made prisoner at Shiloh and

a box on the ear, which she afierwards
admitted was not for the caress, but be-
cause of its publicity.

Our expressions of joy were inter-
rupted by the general-in-chief taking
Heath aside and speaking with himina
tone which, though too low to be heard
by the others, brought « light into his
eye that I had not seen there for
months. Then the commander of the
armies of the west offered Margaret es-
pecial thanks for the great service she

he was going to do I did not know then,
but the next day the thunder of his
guns told me that he was taking advan-
tage of the absence of Longstreet's
corps from the army of the Tennessee,
fighting and.winning the battle of Mis-
slonary Ridge—a battle which marked
the beginning of the end of the confed-

eracy.

- » - - - -

As a Jove story this narrative must
necessarily be n fragment. What had
passed between Gen. (then Capt.)
Heath and Margaret Beach before he
met her between Chattanooga and Mor-
gantown Cross Roads I never learned,
for both were naturally reticent, and
especially so with regard to the most
sacred of all conditions, After the but-
tle that followed in the wake of the
information we had gained and the gen-
eral's vindication, 1 was suddeuly sum-
moned one morning to attend him. He
rode straight to the plantation, where
he found Margaret, and I am quite
sure that it was on this occasion thata
treaty of peace was formally drawn be-
tween the two and their future rela-
tions officially settled. As to their
courtship, except that courtship which
was going on under my eyes while the
general held Margaret as a prisoner, I
know nothing, but I can vouch for the
fact of their wedding, for I witnessed
it, and they were afterward a lovi
couple, for I have often visited them.
As to my affair with Georgia, an ac-
count of what followed our few briet
meetings described in the last pages
of this story would involve another
volume of confessions not more credit-
able to me than the foregoing. I made
a very unsatisfactory lover, forgetting,
during an exciting campaign, tc com-
municate with my inamorata for
months at a time. But when the ab-
sorbing events of that most eventful
period in the nation’s history were
ended, I took as much interest in love
as 1 had taken in war. But I made
slow progress as a husband. For years
I could never hear the rattle of a drum,
nor the bullet of some careless marks-
man singing over my head, without
showing a restlessness that troubled
my wife and unsettled me to no pur-
pose. But as the ycars went by I grad-
ually quieted down to the arts of peace,
and the time came when I conceived as
much horror of waras I had atone time
felt admiration.

The general was offered promotion
for his instrumentality in bringing
the news of Longstreet's move, but res-
olutely declined it. On the Atlanta
campaign he did such effective service
as o cavalry flanker that he was again
effered, and accepted, the double star.
A generation later, when the blue and
the gray stood shoulder to shoulder
against the Spaniard, he became com-
mander in the blended columns.

THE END,
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Successors to A. W.

NEED A

NEW HARNESS

We have the right
kind at the right kind
of prices. Come in
and

our line of horse fur-
nishings--a complete
line of A1 goods.

ALEX SEFSTROM,

Makes a Specialty of

Horse
Shoeing

no Pay.

Do All Kinds of
Work in Iron—

Machine

and 'anuhlnary repaired The best of

work guaranteed.

PRICES REASONABLE.

A share of the Public Patronage is solicited

Suocessor to Peter Meyer®

ooo Baths.

BATHS

Vapor
and
Shampoo. *

by poisonous sce
retions,
clo,
of NATURE.

the

iscase can

accordance

DON'T YOU

LOOK THROUGH

H.R.EATON

LACKSMIT H

Interiering and Corns Cured or

and all kinds of Farm Implement

Alex. SBefatrom,

Compound Vapor and Sham-

Most all dis-
©A8eS Are CAusc(

which
the whecls

The name and
symptoms
may be different
but the cause of
us-

ually be traced
to the impertect action of the millions
of pores of the human body. A bath in

Stevens & Co. . . . .

T DAY GV MARKED

(CITY HALL BLOCK.)

We have on hand all
kinds of

FRESH TEATS

Oysters in season.

Fish,sausage and the

best cured meats.
SHOP CLOSED ON BUNDAY.

EATON & HOCKADAY.

TELEPHONE 261,

Cood Adyvice.

When you want anything in the line of

Furniture

do not forget to wrife us or examine
our stock and prices. We have no
room for shoddy goods, but with forty
ienm of exporience can guarantee you

onest goods at fair prices. Remem-
ber this and you will profit by it.

F. Werkmeister,

3-91

Earlville, Iowa.

(0ur Wonter Sukings

have arrived, and those desiring

8 e e OIS

Should not fail lo-|—
call and examiue,

our stock.

Our
A

Suits
Overcoats

are admirable in fabric

P 5 3 . g with scientific require-
ever saw, and that, with far better ma- brll)c".".' "; R "“u.l 02 r.mm '.l"' opea :';‘fd t):e ;u?r of union officers. Having money if desired, ments is the best prevunmtif'g ul;lud :::a ’:n:';'!:n w‘:.:om
terinlltochooss Trom fand more ot it .(.0 acco box and struck a M.lfck\ mu(gh. een exchanged before Chickamauga Inquire of BRONSON & CARR, remedy known. The methods employ Workman
the 'varsity wouldn't stand a ghost of a Orderly galloped after him ten min-| he was present at that battle and had ed by me are the most scientific, ever ship,
S R TS T utes ago. Blow the brigade and bat-| an opportunity to converse with the invented or discovered for dispelling

YOU ShOUld KDOW ;I;LL:_]\'I J-.l,t;;;u;nu:,lll:h:";,;”(\)f “‘,(‘:Ielldp:z::::“‘:})n.! talion commanders! What I asked you| union officers captured there. I leave disease. Results tell the story. Give Nearly a quarter of a

was who are the women up there?”

century in business in
and *take hold.”

Bro

S.

est line of Groceries, Canned Goods,
Relishes 2nd, in fact, cverything that
should be kept in a first-class grocery
and provision store can at all times be

Petreson

P. S. Have you examined our fine line
of Crockery and Glassware?

Billy was willing as
Barkis, but the faculty said it would
put & premium on laxity to make Billy
u 'varsity captain, even though the pres-
ent incumbents were ready, any of
them, to resign in his favor. “Prex”

got into the papors. Asaresultaselect
company of student volunteers was
formed; its members agreed to drill an
hour daily in addition to the prescribed
work, provided Billy would “take hold"
in earnest, and this was the company
that, under his command, swept the
boards six weeks later and left San
Pedro's contingent ar amazed and dis-
gusted crowd. Then Billy went to
metaphorical pieces again until the war
clouds overspread the land; then like
his father's son he girded up his loins,
went in for a commission and won.
And here he was a “sub” in Uncle Sam’s |
5 stalwart infantry with three classmates

| sider.

“No, you didn't! You said ‘who all
are up yonder?' I'm a sub, and s'posed
you meant men — soldiers — oflicers,
What have I to do with anybody in pet-
ticonts?"”

“And I'm a grizzled vet of a dozen

ing at u long curly mustache and draw-
ing himself up to his full height of six
feet, “and when you're as old as I am
and half as wise, Billy, you'll know that
o pretty girl is worth ten times the
thought our old frumps of generals de-
mand. My name ain’t Gordon if 1
haven't a mind to waltz over there
through the mist and the wind just to
tell them I've sent for Squeers. Then
I'll get a look at the girls.”
“I've got to go back,” said Bill

y, ‘and

[ you've no business to—with Mrs. Gor-

don and an interesting family to con-
What tent'd the ladies go to? I
didn't see 'em.”

“Mre, Gordon, sub,” said the adjutant,

you to infer whence came the reports
that the confederate successes were
largely due to a friend in the union
army, that friend being myself. Atlast
I am confronted with the author of my
misfortunes. I am unable to punish

of peace, that from this time forward
he will be powerless to injure me.”
Notwithstanding war’s horrors, it
has its pleasurable episodes. My most
delightful remembrance of that period
of strife and suffering is the few min-
utes following the exit of Col. Archard
and Maj. Berunte. There was a sudden
wringing of hands, eyes looking into
eyes that danced triumphant, a babel of
congratulations. As for me, forgetting
myself completely, I threw my arms
around everybody in the room except |
the general-in-chief. I embraced, suc-
cessively, the general, Margaret, Plunk, |
and Georgia, whose enthusiasm, great |
8a it was, did not prevent her giving ms

It's casy to
haul o hig
load up a
big hill if &
you grease

the wagon

Qetabox and learn why It's the

Lt grease ever put on an uxle,
Bull eierywhere, Made by
STANDARD OIL CO.

SALESMEN

e Mk

WANTED

to canvass for the sale of Nursery Stock! Steady
employment guaranteed. GOOD PAY for suc-
cessful men, Apply at once stating age, Men-
tion this paper.

E. L. Watrous, Des Moines, la.
Hwik

me a trial. This is the Conant syster

of baths. A com

in charge of the ladiesdepartment.
Office and bath rooms on Franklin

street, opposite Globe Hotel

16t G. D. GATES.

P. J. Roche

Can be found at his shop on Franklin street
during business hours, with a competent
foroe of workmen to do all kinds of

BLACK e SMITHING
Horss Shoslng 8 Specalty.

Corns and Interfering Cured or no pay. Satis-
faction Guaranteed.

Respeotfully,

P.J.Roche.

S e et Ko AN it S5 0 S AT W AR b SN 4,

tent lady attendant

Manchester ought to be
8 guarantee of our com-
petency and qualifica-
tions to give satisfac-
tion.

¢ X him, for he has come into our lines i You;

: orti :rms; the . wheels with ouZare invited to in
found at r::;‘:::lo\\":sn:(::‘lli(;:el(‘l llal‘.t:“:(' (lll:t crl‘x:l:l ycurﬁ'. d'u.sy' (_:]‘Uws' feet nm.l gray hairs | pledged to protection, but I thank the NIGA ‘ll; sa:;.'. The Old Reliable Blacksmith spect our stock and gef -
Fruits of every kind during their season. institute crowed lustily and the thing | o oory? grinned the adjutant, pull-| Great Jehovah, the God of battles and € eliable Blacksmith,

our prices,

L.& A.

ey
PATENTS =2 .
¢ AN CBTAINED " |
b ADVICE AS TO PATENTABILITY FnEE
P N ‘“Inventive 4/

otice in ‘I
ta®
18 secured.

Book “‘How to obtain Pa!
Oharges moderate. No fee till

L

4
4
4
9
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