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At the lime of which I write my im-
i" I- * was a man Just verging on to 40, a 

well set up, powerful creature, with a 
Coed natured face, rather Inclined to 
ruddiness. He was a man who seemed 
to enjoy, every hour of his life, and I 
don't believe I ever saw him when his 
bine eyes, had not a merry twinkle In 
than. Therefore .the serious look with 
which he now greeted me was JuBt a 
MtOe disconcerting. My mother's trou-
bled lace also add^d a chilliness to the 
Mceptton. 

"Well, Davie, tad," said he, "what Is 
•11 this that has been troubling your 
mother?' . 

I told him all 1 knew, repeating word 
In word'that .which bad passed be­
tween me and the stranger. I 
1 .have heard as much," said he, ! 

when 1 had .finished, "and upon my : 
word I can't see any canse for this un-
easiness. Your mother has got a fright, 

V . my boy, and nothing 1 can say will con­
vince her of her folly." 

"Ton may call it folly if you like," 
•he replied, "and I wiBh I could think 
•o, but I feel sore my husband would 
not have written in this strain without 
food cause." 

Jim shook his head. Out of reBpect 
to her feelings he did not say what 
WW on the tip of his tongue. He had 
not his sister's admiration for my fa­
ther. 

"A man who can leave his wife and 
child for seven years Is capable of 
writing anything," he growled. 

. "Ah, bnt you don't understand," she 
• replied. "You don't know the dangers 

y and vicissitudes of a seafaring life, if 
'' . / be haft not come, you may be sure it 

' Was for very good reasons." 
0*-' "Htnnphr* grunted Jim, but perhaps 
~ * eren he loved her all the better for her 

. • rffS'/loyalty. No doubt it was foolish, but 
1 • v? Is that foolishness which endears 

S'^Viwomen to us. I thought she looked 
- £y«.?fcer best and her prettiest Just then, 

J ,;^%and If Jim hadn't been there to poke 
gSyfnn at me I would have given her a 

, "Sitjpoodkiss. 
-•f 'i' < "Still," said be as he Blowly began to 

^flll his pipe, "I consider vague, terrlfy-
% scrawls no excuse for such an ab-

sence, and if I were you 1 Bhould try 
J •» ? think that they were written after— 

I mean under—much mental depres­
sion, the result of a systematic squar­
ing of the elbow." 

•he shook her head.  ̂
; believe it to be nothing of the 
kind. .. Do yoa Imagine that the coming 
Of this stranger right on the top of 
'Bob's letter was all a matter of chance? 
Mo; he knew my husband was leaving 

-^•Australia, and he meant to see him. 
"f Star what reason? ;Ah, let me know 

* that and I shall know everything. But, 
v" *•»?• . rteU me, does It not strike you as being 

jr^rery curious that I should receive 
W JBob's letter on the very day that the 

£**- stranger arrives here?" 
31,, -well, no. The man could easily 

have come In the same ship as the let-
. ter. Probably he was to meet Bob in 

London and, disappointed in not flud-
:;;. ; lng him there, came on here." 
8sSai»r "'Bnt don't you see if Bob came In 

ship with that letter he would not 
-v.;be here yet (unless he came overland. 

, -from Brlndlsi) for another eight or nine 
Hi, days. I do not hesitate to say that 

last thing he would think of would 
'i. be to come overland, but those who do 

• Hot knoy him so well might reasonably 
: -anspect otherwise." 

..-'4"Well?" said Jim, his blue eyes look-
,ln« more puzzled than ever. 

A *.J "Well," said my mother slowly and 
Impressively, I thought, "what" I 

t"il out of it is this: That man did 
* ' ^JSj^llOt come by the ship which brought 

-4s..-the letter from Australia; otherwise 
£ be would have known that Bob was 

- i^ot bere. Bnt be believed him to be 
- i **on the ship and, speculating on the 

- chances of his coming overland, gave 
him time to get home." 

"But why should he believe that 
Bob was on the ship and of what lm-
portance was It whether he was or 
notr. 

• - Ci. "Now you get beyond me," she said, 
1 believe, why I cannot tell you, 

.yi^that that man knew my husband was 
w*'l5eomlng by a certain ship, that my hus-

. c band knew of this and for some reap 
' ton of hi* own changed his mind." 

"Dear child," said my uncle, "yon 
. weave quite a pretty romance. That 

•%"i--.-. Uttle head of yours is full of surprises. 
. I know a mystery is dear to a woman, 

• almost aa dear as a bit of scandal, but 
n ; S don't build too-much on it or you will 

be disappointed. The man had proba-
|vSf- ' bly done his business with Captain 

- Bob out in Australia. It might have 
|>een a serious mining speculation— 

;' ,••••; Ballarat, you know, Is a great mining 
: 1 - center. If such !B the case, what more 

. natural than that the man, hearing 
~Bob was coming by a certain ship, 
; should be anxious to see him?" 

r " ' • ' "Why did he refuse to leave bis 
;,.'N.: 'name?" 
, ir "As be said, It was probably imma, 

? j terial. I've often enough said the same 
t " thing. TruBt me, your husband will 
? - . soon turn up with a-glowing prospee-

,^'tus In his pocket.describing a marvel-
; - . --- ous property which is within easy 
v '/ • ' reach of Ballarat I know those pros, 

pectuses. I've drawn up a few of them 
myself, in which I have described with 
wonderful fidelity a reef or a region I 

- have never seen. Believe me, your 
v husband will presently blossom into dl-

rector, possibly the chairman—if they, 
' can't buy a lord—of the Great Ballarat 

Gold Mining company, of which your 
myaterlous foreign gentleman with the 

. ;Strange eyes will most likely be the 
•- vender." 

My mother immediately recognized 
that it was no use arguing with him. 

*' when be affected that mood, and, dear 
fellow as be was,' she always avoided 

-the city in talking to him, for once set 
xoing'on that topic he was a difficult 

. man to stop. So she went out to see 
:about some tea, and while she was 
away he Informed me that there was a 

- local Christy minstrel show In Maiden-
• ihead that night, for which he had two 
' tickets, and'that he had driven round 

. to see if I would care to go. Of course 
It meant staying the night at his house, 
'but be would drive me over after 

_ .'breakfast the next morning. Boy like, 

fail to notice tlmt my mother gave 
her consent with just a little reluc­
tance—a reluctance which I know my 
uncle failed to purcelve. Indeed, It 
was no unusual thing for me to spend 
days together with him when I 
was home for my holidays, and I am 
sure the thought that she might not 
want me to go never for a moment oc­
curred to him. 
1 fancied that she held me longer In 

her arms than usual when the time 
came to'say goodby. Her great eyes, 
too, wore a sad, wistful look as they 
met mine, and 1 think now, as I pic­
ture that scene afresh, that the strange 
light which 1 noticed In them must 
have been caused by unshed tears. And 
though I knew no cause for tears I 
recollect well that Bhe touched some 
point of tenderness within me and that 
I kissed her again and again, and that 
even when half way down the little 
path, moved by some unaccountable im­
pulse, I turned suddenly round, rushed 
back to her and threw my arms about 
her neck. 

"Come on, you baby," cried Uncle 
Jim, who stood smiling by the open 
gate, but as I passed him he laid his 
hand affectionately on my shoulder, 
and I saw a great gladness in his eyes. 
He loved bis sister no iesB than I, and 
that formed a sweet bond of sympathy 
between the three. 

Then I sprang into the cart, and Un­
cle Jim came tumbling after me. Saun­
ders,. the aforementioned wizened old 
man of 14, let go the horse's head, and 
away we went My mother, standing 
in the porch, a pretty, pathetic figure In 
a white gown, waved us a last fare­
well. ' • iV-V-

tew Scattered houses, i hurried round 
to the back by tbe side path and 
searched the garden in vain for the 
sight of a fluttering petticoat I passed 
by Janet's room (Janet was the serv­
ant who had been with us for the past 
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CHAPTER III. 
I SEE TUE SIGN AGAIN. 

That evening was made memorable 
for two things—one that happened at 
Maidenhead,. and one that happened 
elsewhere. But how could one foresee? 
How sad it is that God, who sends us 
the warning, has not endowed us with 
intelligence enough to understand It 
Much could not be expected from a boy 
of 15,. though even he might have seen 
something had he taken the trouble to 
look. But in no way was I the superior 
of other boys. Power was not given 
me to peer behind the curtain of the 
future. 

That night passed very pleasantly. 
We drove Into Maidenhead, as arrang­
ed; had dinner there and afterward 
visited the entertainment, over which, 
I remember, I roared with laughter. 
I would give something to be able to 
laugh now over such imbecilities, but 
I think all the laughter died In me that 
night JuBt as some men dissipate 
wildly before they blow their brains 
out or crack Jokes In the face of death, 
so drew I the longest loudest and last 
note of laughter out of me on that oc­
casion—that ' Is, laughter free of 
thought of intellectual restraint Some­
times I would like to laugh, but re­
membering I stop as one who has no 
right to be merry. The bone clapping 
Christy Is to me a sight as sad as 
death itself; the Jar and Jingle of tbe 
tambourine set every nerve in me shud­
dering. 

The drive back after the perform­
ance was delightful, albeit that the 
night was very dark. But it was a 
clear, good road, our horse was a sure 
footed beast,'and Uncle Jim, who was 
an excellent whip, knew every Inch of 
the way. So wo dashed along in fine 
style, the great lamps projecting their 
glare into the gloom beyond. My un­
cle had lit his pipe, and being, like my­
self, in excellent spirits he chanted 
snatches of the comic songs we bad 
but lately heard. And yet over there 
through the darkness, where we could 
not see, what was happening? Oh, 
heavens! 

I slept so soundly that night that I 
did not wake until close upon 9 o'clock 
of the following morning, and then it 
was the opening of my door that caus­
ed me to raise my heavy eyelids. There 
stood Uncle Jim, the Inevitable pipe 
between his lips. 

"Now, then, sleepyhead," he cried, 
"are you going to stay there all day?" 

Once awakened It did not take me 
long to dress, and after a sturdy-break­
fast I reported myself to him in the 
stable yard, and about an hour after 
we set out on our return journey. And 
still no shadow darkened the sun. The 
air-was fresh and balmy. I drew it In 
deeply and hummed to the whirl of the 
wheels." 

I was not a little astonished upon 
driving up to our gate to see that the 
blinds bad not yet been drawn, for my 
mother was usually an early riser, r.nd 
I knew that one of her first acts was 
to draw the blinds and open the win­
dows. My uncle also noticed that some­
thing was amiss and made some jocu­
lar allusion to the household having 
overslept Itself, then bidding me hurry 
and wake them up. I sprang from the 
trap, opened the gate and rushed up 
the path; but though I knocked loudly 
upon the door, I received no answer to 
my summons. I knocked again and 
again and put my ear close to the key­
hole, hoping to hear the' sound of her 
feet, the swish of her skirts, as she 
came along the passage, but an awful 
stillness pervaded the whole house, 
stillness which fell like a chill upon me. 

Leaving the door, I went first to the 
dining room window, then to that of 
the drawing room, but they were both 
securely fastened. I rapped on each of 
them In turn, and still no answer came 
to relieve the sickening anxiety which 
had now taken possession of me. 

"Can't you make them hear?" shout­
ed my uncle, who, sitting high np In 
his dogcart, easily overlooked the gate 
and commanded a view of the path­
way. ^ • 

I shook my bead. 
"Then go round to tbe back and see 

If you can find the girl. I suppose your 
mother has gone to do her marketing." 

Ours was a square, two storied build­
ing standing In its own grounds. Be­
fore it was a pretty little patcb of 
flower garden which gave on to the 
roadway; behind was our kitchen gar­
den, Inclosed by a low brick wail. Be­
yond that again were fields and In the 
fllrtuiw tl" *~rfn ihliiMiiilii 
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Speak, I cult What hat happened?' 
two years), but the window was shut 
the blind down. I tapped loudly on 
tbe glass and then passed on to tbe 
back door. Trying the handle, I failed 
to open It I knocked; no answer. I 
knocked loudly; I beat the panels with 
my open hands; I even used the toe of 
my boot But there came no patter of 
feet, no unbolting of locks. The echo 
Bounded drearily tor a moment and 
then all was still. 

And now the fear which bad already 
seized me paralyzed for a moment or 
two .both limbs and intellect, and a 
horror of which I could not grasp the 
meaning turned me cold to the finger 
tips. I seemed Intuitively to guess that 
I was face to face with some dire ca­
lamity, and yet 1 could form no con­
ception of what it really was. I only 
know that my Inner eye gazed upon an 
Inner chaos, and that the sight was so 
appalling that It froze every drop of 
blood In my veins. My uncle's voice 
calling awoke me from the stupor, and 
like one In a dream I moved to com­
plete the circuit of tbe house. ' But as 
I passed the scullery window I noticed 
that It was not locked, though It had 
been fastened tightly. The catch, press­
ed against the pane, was plainly visi­
ble above tbe sash. I leaned against 
the sill and ralaed the window, and in 
a voice which startled even myself, It 
was so full of fear, I cried out: "Moth­
er, mother! Janet, Janet!" But never 
a sound came back. Then a dreadful 
shuddering seized me, and I felt the 
nerves tingle right up my back to my 
brain. Had I seen a ghost on a dark 
night I could not have been smitten 
with a greater dread. 

Heeling Hack I made my way round 
to the front of the house and tried to 
cry out to my uncle, but my tongue 
clave to the roof of my mouth. I felt 
as though I Bhould never speak again. 

'Good heavens, Davie," he cried, see­
ing my white face, "what Is the matter 
with you?" and almost before I knew 
what had happened be had sprung 
from the cart, opened the gate and was 
holding my face up to his. 

'Speak, lad!" he continued excitedly, 
his face full of anxiety. "What has 
happened? What have you seen?" 

Nothing," I said. "But they do not 
answer—and the scullery windew is 
open." 

Realizing at once the importance of 
this apparently trivial statement he 
dashed ronnd to the hack of the house, 
I at his hreln. He knocked as I did, 
but with n like result. He shouted 
through the open window, but only .the 
echo af liU vulce cuine back, and this 
smote u|it.ii his heart and lined with 

uxlety I1.'.- fj-.-e. 

"Davie,"'he said, "I fear something 
iuus-liappened. Don't blub," as I clutch­
ed aim by the arm and turned a ter-
rlfit'd face up to his. "It may be noth­
ing much. We shall see. Are you 
afraid to go In throbgh that window 
and open the back door for me?' 

I was, but I had some pride, so I 
gasped out "No." 

Good lad," and he patted me en­
couragingly on the back. "Come here 
and I will help you. There's nothing 
to be afraid of," he added consolingly. 
"Tour mother and tbe girl have evi­
dently gone out together. We will get 
In and wait until they return. Now, 
then, one, two and up." 

The window was some five feet from 
the ground, bnt with his aid I quickly 
scrambled across the sill and peered 
into the room. Reassured by what 1 
saw, which was the scullery In lta 
usual state of perfect tidiness, I got 
through the window with little diffi­
culty and let myself down upon the 
table which stood beneath. Then, with 
nothing more than a hurried glance 
about me, I dashed through the kitch­
en, out Into the passage and opened 
the back door. My Uncle Jim Imme­
diately entered. 

For a moment he seemed to hesitate, 
looking about blm for some sign or 
token. Then he went along the pas­
sage to tbe front of the house calling 
loudly, but receiving no reply sprang 
to the stairs and without a word 
mounted to my mother's room. Ar­
riving there, he stopped for a moment 
or two and contemplated the closed 
door: then he knocked gently thereon. 
No reply coming he knocked louder, 
louder, and then he turned the handle. 

Peeping behind him, I saw that tbe 
room was still shrouded In gloom, the' 
blinds being closely drawn. He called 
her by name, but his voice sounded 
hollow and ghostly as It circled round 
and round the oppressive chamber. No 
sound came from the bed, no move­
ment He turned and drew up the 
blind and let a flood of light into the 
dark room, and as It lit up the bed I 
saw It fall upon a tress of my mother's 
hair, which drooped back over the pil­
low. She was lying there enveloped in 
the counterpane, her form clearly out­
lined beneath the clothes; but she was 
so still, so dreadfully still. 

Uttering an Involuntary cry I sprang 
across to her, and before my uncle 
could' prevent It 1 had snatched the cov­
ering from her head. A ghastly white 
face met me, two vague, distorted eyes 
stared up into mine—eyes In which 
glared too plainly tbe hldeoUB placidity 
of death. 

"She Is dead," I walled, "she Is 
dead," and, unable to. look death in tbe 
face, I fell upon my knees by the bed 
and burled my face In my hands. 

Presently my uncle touched me on 
the shoulder. As I looked up at him 
with blurred eyes It seemed to me that 
his erstwhile jovial face was ghastly 
with pain or rage. 

"Do you know what has happened?" 
he said, his voice cold and cutting as 
death ItBelf. And not waiting for an 
answer he at once replied to bis own 
query, "Your mother has been mur­
dered!" 

"Murdered!" I gasped. 
"Yes, murdered!" he repeated. "Look! 

Don't be afraid, she cannot hurt you. 
Look—and remember." 

He drew me close to the head of the 
bed, and once more I gaaed upon the 

whlcEI seen througli a mist of t^ars, 
were awful In tlic extreme. As I stared 
down at the pale face I could not quite 
realize that this was death or what 
death really was, but a vague, sicken­
ing sense of loss numbed all my ener­
gies and filled the world with a vague 
desolation. It was the first time 1 bad 
gazed upon death, and 1 tried to learn 
its meaning. She was there, my moth­
er, the sweet soul I had known so long, 
had loved so dearly. Save for that un­
wonted pallor, those fixed eyes, there 
was no difference In her. Yet she 
knew me not; she would know me no 
more. 1 might weep. I might pray, but 
she would heed me not. And though 
In life 1 was her all In all 1 had passed 
from her, as It were; 1 was that of 
which she knew not. This was death. 

"Sec," said my nnclo, whose voice 
was low and charged with deep emo­
tion, "she (ms been strangled!" And 
he pulled back tbe nightdress from her 
white throat, and I saw that It was 
encircled with a hideous purple band. 
The murderers had done their work 
deftly. 

By this time my eyes hnd cleared of 
the mist and I had courage really to 
look my mother In the face. Across 
her forehead a great lock of loose hair 
had fallen, and as with loving Sngers 
my uncle pressed it back he gave a 
sudden start as though he had been 
stung. 

"Heavens!" he cried. "They were 
not satistled to kill. They have muti­
lated her as well." 

I pressed forward and saw distinctly 
a brown circle on her forehead, a' red­
dish brown circle which looked as 
though it had been burned by some 
add. 1 looked again, and the circle 
formed Itself Into an ellipse or oval. 1 
started. What did this remind me of? 
I had seen something like this before, 
but where? 

Reverently my uncle covered np the 
poor white face, drew the blinds and 
led me from the room. • 

To be continued. 

Corn Husker. 
A Milwaukee six roller Corn Hunker In good 

condition for sale. Have quit farming and 
therefore have no farther use for It. JOSEPH PAZRNDACIT, 

S miles west of Forestvllle, 
4ft-2pd P. O.Dundee. Iowa. 

Hoaxes to Rent. 
Two Bouses In the south-eastern Dart of the 

city for rent on reasonable terms. Small barns 
on each lot. Enquire of 

tf BRONSON & CABR. 

Hones Wanted. 
A few good horses tor eastern markets, must 

be sound and In Rood condition.. Enquire at my 
plAcn on Union street In Manchester. 

S9tf T. W. FIOBINSON 

FARM FOR RENT, 
Farm of 400 acres, good buildings, plenty of 

water and a splendid stook farm for term of 
years at reasonable rent. JOS. HUTCHINSON 

47-tf Agent. 

For Kent, 
The first building north of the Globe hotel, 

tf BliONSON & OARR. 

BARGAIN IN RESIDENCE PROPERTY 
A boose and lot in one of the best resident 

portions of cit" of Manchester for sale cheap 
aad on easy terms. Good dwelling, barn, etc. 

Enquire at DEMOCRAT OFFICE. 

FOR SALE, 
I have 4 desirable Shorthorn bulls for sale, 0 

to 18 mouths old. Can be seen at my farm one 
mile north of Manchester. 
46 A. N. SMITH 

Residence Properties for Sale. 
Several fine residences in desirable portions 

ot the City ot Manchester for sale cheap, Bn-
a t i h r — " — — ' — "  quires he office of Manotaester Demoorat. 

Backs For Sale. 
FI?e choice grade Linooln and Cotswold 

bucks (or sale. Inquire at Bradley (arm In 
Coffins Grove iwp. tf. 

Itaroc Jersey Swine. 
A few fine boars (or sale, pedigrees furnished, 

also S. E. Brown Leghorn and Barred Plymouth 
Bock chickens. Prices reasonable. 

Loren Snyder. 
47 8w 2K miles southwest of Manchester, la. 

120 Acre Farm For Sale. 
We are scents for the sale of 

theO. A. underwood (arm of 
120 acres, situated aboutB miles 
north east of Manchester. 
There Is a bargain for some 

purcbaser'ln this property. If not sold soon the 
place wlU be for rent. BRONBON A OABB, 

Chimneys Cleaned. 
I have got a patent devise for oleanlng chim­

neys. If you want yours cleaned leave orders 
(or me at Heth Brown's or Graham ft Son's. I 
also do all kinds of mason work and white wash-
Ins, build chimneys and cisterns and do repairs. 
All work warranted to give satisfaction. 

8tf JOHNTOW8LEE. 

BABGA1N IN RESIDENCE PROPERTY 
A house and lot in one of the best resident 

portions of city of Manchester for sale cheap 
and on easy terms. Good dwelling, barn, etc. 

Enqnire at DEMOCRAT OFFICE, 

Blight eyes are an infallable Index to youth, 
nice windows from which Cupid shouts lus ar­
rows. Kocky mountain tea makes bright eyes. 

GRECG & WARD. 

DeWitt's Little Early Risers are 
dainty little pills, but tbey never fail 
to cleanse the liver, remove obstructions 
and invigorate the system.—Smith 
Bros, 
Personally Conducted Excursions to Calitor-

nla every Tuesday. 
Every Tuesday during the winter season there 

will be a through Pullman tourist sleeping car 
on the B C. R. ft N. train No. 2 leaving Albert 
Lea at 2:80 p. m., which will run through to 
California via Kansas City Colorado Springs, 
the scenic route and Salt Lake City 

"hese oars are provided with the same nt 
outfits as found fn first-class Pulman sleepi 
and are accompanied by a porter to keep them 
In first class order. An obysring conductor also 
makes the trip through to California with each 
party to look after their every wish. 

The rate per berth, accommodating two per­
sons if desired, from stations Albert Lea to 
Waverly inclusive is $b 00: from stations south 
thereof $5 GO. First ana second olass and 
round trip tickets are honored in these cars. 

For rates, tickets, reservations and full In­
formation address any B. C. R. & N. agent or 

JNO. G. FABMKB, A, G. P, & T. A. 
44 9w Cedar Rapids, la. 

Washington, D. G. 
Genessee Pur e  F o o d  G o . , L e R o y t  N . Y . :  

Gentlemen:—Onr family realize eo 
much from tbe n-=. of Grain-0 that I 
feel I must eav a w>rd to induce others 
to ose it. If people are interested in 
their health and the welfare of their 
children they will use no other bever-
fe. I have used them all,but Grain O 
X have found superior to any, for the 
reason that it is solid grain. 

Yours for health, 
C. F, Meyers. 

Don't use any of the counterfeits of 
l>eWitt's Witch Haeel Salve. More of 
them are worthless or liable to cause 
injury. The original DeWitt's Witob 
Haael Salve is a certain care for piles, 
ezcema, cuta, scalds, burns, sores and 
skin diseases. -

ARB YOU GOING TO FLORIDA, OLD HEX* 
ICO OR CALIFORNIA? 

If so, better arrange to take advantage of the 
very favorable excursion rates, with stopover 
jsrMleps and long limits, in effect via B.C. R, 

Flease confer with agent or address. 
JNO. G. FARMER, 

A. G. P. & T. A-
46w8 Cedar Rapids.Iowa 

Through Tourist Sleeping Oar 
Service to Texas, Old Mexico 

and California. 
Via Chlcngo Great Western Ry. to Kansas 

City, and Missouri Kansas & Texas, San Anton­
io and Arkansas Pass and Southern Poclflo 
Railways through Dallas. San Antonio, El Paso 
and Los Angeles to San Francisco. Only 
through enr line from the Northwest to Texas 
points and connecting at Rpofford Junction for 
all points In Old Mexico. These cars are In 
charge of an experienced official and leave Oel-
wein every Saturday at 7.00 a. m.. reaching 
Dallas the following Sunday, San Antonio on 
Monday. El Paso on Tuesday. Los Angles at 
noon Wednesday and San Francisco early 
Thursday morning. Thes«3 are Pullman Tonrlst 
cars, similar to thoso run on all transcontinental 
lines and the charges for berths are about half 
those regularly charged. To porsons who have 
made the trip to California via other routes. 

Prospective lana buyers ci>n secure no better 
rates than those offered bv' lho Burlington, 
Oedar Rapids & Northern Ry.. n*"1*1 pan tbey ilnu 
better lund and location than aluu«' this line or 
contiguous thereto. 

On September 4.18. October 2, ifl, NVvocc*>tr 

6,20. and Ducemlmr 4, 18, round trip 
bearing 21 days limit, can be sccurrd to 
po uts on this Hue north of und Including A> 
bott, Shell Rock and Waverly at ono fare plus 

This territory Includes the rich farming coun-
try traversed by our new lines. Messrs, Ilten 
& Brooks, locnted atCedur Kaplds, Iowa, are 
our Inusirial and Immigration Agents, and 
are in position to give full information relative 
to these lands. 

On saoio dates, our agents arc (n p sition to 
ticket you to other various parts of the country 
at low rates. 

For rate, time of trains, etc., cull on nearest 
tickot agent or address. 

Jno. G. P. Farmer, A. G. P. & T. A. 
B C. K. &N. Ry. 

87wl Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

points. .. .. 
hitherto unofTered. Full Information fnrnlshed 
by any Chicago Great Westorn Agent, or F. H. 
Lord, G. P. £ T. A., lis Adams St.. Chicago. 

45 to Deo. 81. 

Raven's Poultry Food is positive 
cure for chicken cholera, roupe, grapes 
and all diseases of poultry. It regu* 
lates the bowelB blood and digestive 
organs; produces bone, muscle and 
larger fowl, and makes hens lay eggs 
In winter. Young chickens will grow 
rapidly free from disease. It inereases 
production of eggs, prevents all disease 
and makes, fine large fowls.—For sale 
by W. A. Abbott, Drugs, Manchester, 
Iowa. * 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

HOMESEEKERS' 
EXCURSIONS 

Twice Each Month During 1900 
O 11 TP UI The Illinois Central will 
IJVU I lai run Homoseekers ex­
cursions to certain points In the South ou the 
Une.s of thn initials Central and Yazoo & Miss­
issippi Valley Railroads from all points west of 
ana IncIudlngTara and from points on the Lvle, 
Oedar Rapids Onawa and Sioux Falls brandies 
on the first and third Mondav of each month, 
during the year 1900, and from all points east of 
and including For Dodge on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month. 

The new "Southern Homeseeker'sGuide" de­
scribes In detail the agricultural advantages, the 
soil and products of all points -^ontli of the Ohio 
River on the lines of theabove mentioned roads. 
For a copy address the undersigned. 
Tor information concerning Railroad Lands in 

the fertile Yazoo Valley of Mississippi address 
E. P. Skene. Land Commissioner 1.0. R. R., at 
Chicago. 

Bomeseekers' Excursion 
_ tickets will also be sold from 

stations In lows east of and including Cedar 
Falls and from points on tbe Lyle and Cedar 
Rapids branches, the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month, to points on the Illinois Central 
Rapids branches, the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month, to points on the Illinois Central 
Railroad to whlcn the one rate is $7.00 or over 
in South Dakota, Minnesota and In Towa to 
points west of Ackley Inclusive, except points 
west of Lemars. 
Uomeseekers Excursions to Points on Other 

Lines of Railroad. 
The Illinois Central will also sell on the first 

anp third Tuesdays In .lune, July, August, Sep-
temuer, October, November ana December. 1900 
Homeseeker's Excursion Tickets to points on 
forelgh lines of railroads in many Western, 

outhwestern and southern States. 
For rates, routes, etc.lnquire of your nearest 

Illinois Central Ticket Agent, 
AU Homeseekers* Excursion Tickets are sold 

at a rate of 

ONE FARE PLUS 2.00-
(or the round trip. Tickets limited to 21 days 
for return and good for stop-over privileges at 
certain points within a going limit of 15 days. 

J. F. MERRY. 
A. G. P. A., 111. Cent. R. R., 

Dubuque Iowa. 

California ? 
Excursions 

Weekly to LOB Angeles and San 
Francisco yia two different routes. 
One through Tourist Car leaves 
Oelwein every Monday at 2;55 p.m. 
running via Kansas City and Santa 
Fe Route to Los Angeles; another 
leaves Oelwein every Saturday at 
7 a. m. running via Kansas City, 
the Uissouri, Kansas & Texas, San 
Antonio & Arkansas Pass and 
Southern Pacific Railways to Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, be­
ing the only through Sleeping 
Car from the Northwest to Texas 
points. Both of these cars are 
brand new, wide vestibule and 
steam heated, and run from St. 
Paul and Minneapolis to Kansas 
City via the 

Chicago 
i Great 

Western 
Car leaving Monday arrives Los 
Angeles following Friday after­
noon, avoiding all Sunday travel 
Car leaving Saturday arrives Los 
Angeles the following Wednesday 
morning and San Francisco Thurs­
day morning, passing through 
Waco, San Antonio and El Paso. 
For full information and assistance 
call on or address any agent of 
the Chicago Great Western Rail­
way, or 

J. P. ELMER, 
G. A. P, D., Cor. 5th & Robert Sts. 

48tf St. Paul. 

v: J- When you want ji 

Fine Furniture 

AT 

Fair Prices 

GO TO 

Werkmeister's 

AT 

Earlville. 

For growing colts Raven's Stock 
Food purities the blood, regulates the 
kidneys, cures scoura and exterminates 
worms. It cures colds, coughs, distem­
per, pink eye and heaves in horses. It 
is good for overworked horses and old 
horses, and prevents mares from drop­
ping their colts prematurely. It gives 
good appetite and fine spirits, makes 
bone and muscle and glossy coats. 
For Bale by W. A. Abbott, Drugs, Man­
chester, Iowa. 31 wl 

Undertaking Solicited. 

F. WERKMEISTER, 

Ea rlville, Iowa. 

Illinois Central 
f ; E X C U R S I O N  R ATE8. 

For tiie meetings listed below, an excursion 
rate of one and oue third fare, on tlie certificate 
plan has been named from Interested territory. 
For dates of sale and limit of tiokets Inquire of 
any Illinois Central ticket agent, or address tbe 
undersigned. 

Des Moines, Iowa, anuual meeting. Iowa state 
teachers'association. Dec. 20-28. On sale Dec, 
22-28, limit January 1,1901 

Des Moines, Iowa, annual convention, Iowa 
implement and vehicle dealers assn, January 
2-4. On sale Deo. 29 to January 4, limit January 
8. 

Salt Lake City, Utah, annual convention nat­
ional live stock association. January 15-18. One 
fare plus is 00. on certificate plan. On sale 
January 11-17. limit January ai, 

Chicago, 111., annual tournament American 
bowling congress. January 7-12. On sale Janu-

M,limlt 16th. ary a 

J, F. MERRY. 
Aut. Oen'L PAIS Agent, I. O. R> B* 

NEW SHORT LINE 
II 

Illinois Central between Omaha and Fort Dodge 
in connection with the Mlnneajmlls and at. I.ow* 
between Fort Dodge and Minneapolis and St. 
l'aul, also to bo inaugurated January 28, IDOO 

Lv. Omaha 
I 7.35 p in. 

"THE (Ar. Minneapolis 
LIMITKD" 7.30 a. m. 

I Ar. St. i'aut 
f 8rto a. in 

Lv. St. Paul 
8.00 p. lit. 

Lv Minneapolis 
) 8.¥>p hi. 
i Ar. Omaha 
I 8.1&a. m. 

The New York World. >" 
Thrice-a-Week Edition. 

Almost A Daily At The Price Of A 
Weekly. 

The presidential campaign ia over 
bnt the World goes OD just the same 
and it is full of news. To learn thi6 
news, just as it is—promptly aud im 
partially—all that you have to do is to 
look in the cdlums of The Thrice a-
Week Edition of The New York 
World which comes to the subscriber 
lo6 times a year. 

The Thrice-a-Week World's diligence 
a? a publisher oi' first news has given It 
circulation wherever the English lan­
guage is spoken—and you want it. 

The Thrice-a-week World's regular 
subscription price is only $1.00 per 
year. We offer this unequalled news* 
paper and the Manchester Democrat 
together one year for 82.15. 

The regular subscription price of the 
two papers is $2.50. 21tf 

Personally Conducted Tours to Call 
fornia in Pullman Sleeping Oars 

via Chicago Great Western Ry to Kan­
sas City and Santa Fe route to Los An-

Jfeles *nd Southern California. Only 
ine ha\ing new Pullman Tourist 

sleeper equipped with wide vestibules, 
steam heat and gas light. One of theBe 
new sleepers leaves Waterloo at 3:47 p. 
m., every Monday, via Chicago Great 
Western for Los Angeles and Southern 
California via Kansas City and reaches 
Los Angeles the following Friday 
morning. These tours are personally 
conducted by an experienced official, 
who accompanies the train to its des­
tination. The cars are well equipped 
for a long journey and are as comfort­
able as the standard sleepers, while the 
price for a double berth 1b only about 
one half. 

Full Information furnished by any 
Chicago Great Western Agent or F. H 
Lord, General PaBs. and Ticket Agent, 
113 Adams street, Chicago. 

A fast vestibule night train, dally, carrying 
through Pullman eleeplug car and couches. 

Lv. Omaha l Lv. St. Paul 
T.ooa. m. 9.00 a. in. 

Ar. Minneapolis j Lv Minneapolis 
7.00n.m. | 9.30 a. m. 

Ar. St. Paul Ar. Omaha 
7.30 p.m. I 9.40 p. m. 

Past day train, daily except Sunday, carrying 
throughparlor car aud coaches. 

THE 
EXPRESS" 

The moBt effective little pills made 
are DeWitt's Little Early Risers. Thev 
never gripe.—Smith 13ros. 

Help is needed at once when a per-
son's life is in danger. A neglected 
cough or cold may Boon become seriouB 
and should be stopped at once. One 
Miuute Cough Cure quickly cures 
coughs and colds and the worst cases 
of croup, Bronchitis^ grippe and other 
throat and lung troubles.—Smith Bros. 

The large ana increasing circulation 
of The Iowa Homestead in this county 
is a matter for congratulation to the 
publishers and to good farming, for, of 
all the papers of its class in the coun­
try, it is easily the best and moBt help­
ful. Its Special Farmers' Institute 
editions, issued with the regular edition 
the nrst week in each month, have been 
for years the admiration of all practi­
cal farmers. Written wholly by farm­
ers, they are full of actual experience, 
and smell of the Boil. We have been 
fortunate enough this Beason to secure 
terms for-The Homestead and its Spec­
ial Farmers' Institute Editions,together 
with The Poultry Farmer ana The 
Farmers' Mutual Insurance Journal, 
four of the most valuable farm publi­
cations in the country, that enable us to 
offer the four in connection with our 
own paper for 81.90 for the entire five, 
one year. This is emphatically a good 
thing, and no farmer in this county 
should fail to take advantage of this 
offer. For a large line of thoroughly 
practical farm reading nothing has ever 
been offered before that equals it. A 
county paper, a farm paper, a poultry 
*>aper, a farm insurance paper and the 
Jpecial Farmers' Institute, all for $1.90. 
Come in and order them. 
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FUR COATS. 
WE CARRY A PIG LINE OF FUR COATS! 

Coon Coats - - $25 to $35 
Black Martin -  -  -  $15 

Russia Calf -- $ 15 to $20 
Russia Dog - $ 15 to $20 
Prairie Wolf - $ 17.50 
Wombat Coat - - $25 
Hungarian Lamb - $22.50 
Hair Seal - - $25 to $35 

f -

mm 
n t - f y  * {  \  

Come in and let us show you our line. 

ALLEN'S 
STOREY. 

Little Qem. Restaurant 
, , - " Try it under its new management 

f , > 

BALTIMORE OYSTERS 

will be received fresh direct from Baltimore on Mondays 

and Fridays. There are none better. 

Remember the Place. * 
<•* irtV 

Little Qem Restaurant 
Main Street, J..T. EJVIONS, Prap>r. 
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Feminine Approval 
e 

- s-A 
fit* 

. . mhiz?. 

of his wearing apparel is what erery self-. 
respecting man desires, whether he ad> 
mits it or not. To have a garment or en­
tire suit made of honest cloth, cut and 
fashioned in the latest mode, is the duty of 
every man, and 1b likely to aid him in 
business as well as society. I guarantee < 
material and fit of erery thing I maka. 

SCHARLES. 
THE TAILOR. 

5; 
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FREElj^pj FREE! 

FRIDAY. •!»* ONLY. 
|p|;,! ;ulflll|| •>0$ 

* ** 

BEING 

HELD UP 
The person who pays his money out for 
poor lumber is in a worse situation 
than the ono who hands it over to the 
footpad. A graver Injury has been 
done him than the mere loss of money 
represents. Be sure you inveBt your 
money at the right lumber yard. To 
make assurance doublv sure come to the 

hwmwmmwmww 

We will give a beautiful QOCD 
FISH to each customer who pur­
chases more than $i.oo worth of 
Holiday Goods, Game Boards or Per­
fume of us FRIDAY, DECEMBER aist. 

M,v.W 

& 

A. 


