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A BALLADE OF WHITE FINGERS. 

Hep fingers stray along the frets. 
Her fingers wander o'er the strings; 

A little while my heart forgets 
It* griefs and cares and petty stings. 

The air is filled with rustling wings. 
Forgot arc folly, wrong and sin. 

And earth seems uiado for happier 
things-

She plays upon her mandolin! 

Her fingers fly along the frets, 
. Her fihgers daw* along the strings. 
Courage, my soul! Though strife besets. 

Stand, firm, whatever fortune brings, 
Heir to the ages, peer of kings! 

liigh over the turmoil, dust and din. 
The clarion call of Honor rings-

She plays upon her mandolin! 

6ngprs dream along the frets, 
_They linger lightly o'er the strings; 
What spell is woven iu the nets 

Of meshed melody she (tings! 
A burning tear unbiddeu springs; 

Old hopes, loves, dreams—all 
within 

ffhat dying music's whisperings-
She plays upon her mandolin! 

Prince, at the gate of Paradise 
I fear I scarce would enter in, 

If still without, with luring eyes, 
ghe played upon her mandolin! 

•—New Orleans Times-Democrat. 
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WWARHY was lying under tlio apple 
' Jol trcc t'»« brook, Duke by Ms 
•*<4 side. 
"You sec," HniTy said, runulng his 

bind ever the shaggy head, "you and 
I. old boy, liave got to patch tills thing 
uj>. But how," meditatively, "that's 
what I want to know. She won't let 
me say anything. Every time I do she 
lets mad or cries. Dorothy won't speak 
to Jack, and couldn't if she would, for 
he won't couie near enough to give her 
a chance. You and I don't have any 
more drives or picnics or nice long 
tramps la the woods. Taken altogether, 
things are dead Blow in this old place 
In the country. First thing we know 
he'll go back to town, and then It's all 

I wish you could help me." 
••imx Puke wagged his tall sympathctl-

cally. 
I "Here comes Dorothy uow, old boy." 
And Harry waved his hand to the slen­
der little figure In the pink muslin gown 
coming across the meadow. 

:.„j. "Harry," said his sister, as she came 
up and sat down beside him. "I think 

,'3'ou are the laziest boy I ever saw. Yon 
ami Duke have done liolhlng but lie 
around all day lately. Why don't you 
(o somewhere such lovely daysV" 

"What's the uscV" he answered, as he 
rose and ladly stretched himself. 
"There's no one to go with or no ono 
to lend a fellow his dogcart, and one 
thing and another. 

"Say, sis," he said persuasively, "why 
don't you and Jack make up? I'm miss­
ing heaps of good times." 

"Harry Graham!" Dorothy said, 
"don't you ever as long as you live men­
tion Jack Thurston'* name to me again 
or I'll see that you never come with 
uie again to Aunt Xettte's for the sum­
mer." 

"Don't care If 1 don't," he answered 
crossly, "I'm golug to write home for 

... them to sehd tor me, anyway, if some­
thing don't turn up pretty soon. Come 
on, Duke," and he was off. 

But Duke dill not move, but lay look­
ing at Dorothy, then rose and stood 
thoughtfully gazing after Harry's re-

, treating form. 
Dorothy leaned back against the trcc 

•••.: and let her thoughts have full sway. 
"Harry was right," she thought, "we 
have all missed heaps of good times the 
past tour weeks." 

And it was all her fault, all her un-
,, governable temper, she thought, and 

uow she might never see Jack again. 
Since their quarrel she had only seen 

Hi him once. He had changed his board-
•' Ing place And was living at the other 
ii end of the town. There was a pretty 
,S *lrl staying there, too. The day she 
B? BOW him they were driving together, 
>- luughlng and talking with each other. 
>: He seemed happy enough even If she 

xvas miserable. Suppose he bad fallen 
a In love with her! 

At the thought she burled her face In 
? her hands and sobbed bitterly. 
5 A cold nose was placed in her hand, 
J and looking up she saw Duke's big. 
:< brown, sympathetic eyes Hied on her. 

"You are sorry, boy, nren't you?" she 
said, "but you eun't help me. I want to 

; tell Jack I nm sorry, but he won't give 
, me a chance, for he won't come near 

ine, and perhaps It's too late, anyway; 
: he may not love me any more. Oh! I 

am so miserable!" and the sobs broke 
out n fresh. 

Finally she ceased erylug and fell 
asleep from sheer exhaustion, her head 
leaning against the tree trunk aud her 
hands loosely clasped together. Duke 
stood and looked at her for a few min­
utes, then lay down close beside her. 
Suddenly he pricked up his ears, then 

: was off to where in the dlstunco he 
could see a figure coming through the 

• < trees that bordered the meadow. With a 
vrusli he was upon him, licking his hands 

1 ~ and with low barks telling him how 
glad be was to see him. 

• " "Duke, old fellow," said Jack, "1 
liaien't seen you In a long time," and 
lie stroked the shaggy head. Then he 
stopped amazed, for Duke had his teeth 

- In his coat and was pulling him In no 
gentle manner toward the lower end of 
the meadow. 

'• i "What Is It, boy?" be said, as he waB 
- pulled along In spite of himself, tbeu 
i stopped suddenly, as Duke loosed his 

hold, and there in front of him was 
, Dorothy fast asleep. 

lie knelt down beside her. "Dorothy," 
he said softly, taking her hands In his, 

r "wnkc up, dear, It Is Jack." She woke 
L '• as she felt his klBses on her lips, and 

Beeing" his face above her, nestled back 
with a contented slgb In bis arms, 

"I am sorry, Jack, and wanted to tell 
you so, but you—" but be stopped her. 

"There, dear, say no moro about It. 
We have both been naughty—" with a 
happy laugh, "but now we .will be 
good." 

"And you don't love that pretty girl 
> you took driving?" 

"I love only one pretty girl," he an­
swered, "and that Is Dorothy Grabnqi." 

There was silence for a minute, then 
she said: "How did you know I was 
here, Jack?" 

"Duke told me, good fellow," turning 
to put him. but Duke wns nowhere to be 
seen. But coming toward them at break-
seek speed was Harry. 

He precipitated himself Into Jack's 
arms. "Say, Un't this bully?" he said. 
"I was sitting on the fence by the barn, 
-wishing I was home, when Duke came 
up and commenced to pull me toward 
the meadow. Then I saw your bat and 
I knew everything was all right, and 
here I am—" and as a shaggy head 
was put against his face, "here's Duke." 

Duke stood and gazed on them all 
with smiling benevolence and wagged 
bis tall. 

Dear Duke," fiHld Dorhjjiy softly, 
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Never dry your prints by nrtlOclul 

beat as It hardly over leads to success. 

Cn taking groups do not place the sit­
ters all In n ro;v as It gives them a very 
formal look. . 

If you arc starting In photography do 
Hot buy R so-called complete outflt, but 
purchnse the nrtlcles separately from 
n regular dealer. 

Oxalic aclil has been found by repeat­
ed experiments to be the best as a pre­
servative In the h.vpo solution. Two 
ounces to a gallon of water Is a good 
proportion. 

IT .vol! lmve n Bxe<1 focus camera 
dust the lens frequently with u soft 
camels hair brush aud occasionally re­
move the front board and thoroughly 
dust the shutter, etc. 

A developing solution will keep much 
better If kept In small bottles that only 
just contains It. A large one tbftt nl-
lows an air space between the solution 
and the lop of the bottle spoils the solu­
tion. 

A good method to bring out detail In 
the less txposed parts of the negative 
Is to breathe on these parts. The beat 
of the breath npparently raises the ac­
tivity of the developer on these places. 
Try this little dodge and you will be 
astonished with the results obtained. 

The average amateur photographer 
of to-day is a very different type of per­
son from his prototype of ten years 
ago. In the twentieth eelmlrjf tlieriS 
are very few amntellrs who have not an 
object of some klud In photography, un­
less they belong to that nondescript 
class who take Up oile hobby after au-
other, dropping their latest, as soon as 
the next new fad appears upoli the hori­
zon. This latter elnss is beyond re­
demption. Some are photographers be­
cause they have an artistic tempera­
ment, arc admirers of Udtilre, and In 
view of the want of the necessary skill 
to use.the brush or pencil, embrace 

photography as a menus of recording 
choicest subjects. 

Here Is a tip oh focusing. This is riot 
needed for hand camera users, ai-
tiiough they may ivant to use the 
ground glass now am) then, nnO It Is a 
good thing to remember. To get the 
best definition nnd depth of focus try 
the following: Poena without a stop 
between the nearest and most remote 
t>oln)S In the picture, which usually 
comes between the center nnd right or 
left edge of the ground glass. Do not 
foetts at the centcr, but to one side of 
It, nnd the rcsultrwIU bo much more 
satisfactory. After getting the foeiiii 
i'ut In the diaphragm. l'ur large heads 
be sure the focus Is well divided to get 
a uniform definition. The smaller the 
Stop the more the definition and depth, 
but this Is at the expense of what tlirty 
call the "artistic effect." Keep this iii 
mind. Focus with the lensc wide opeil, 
and put In tiic diaphragm nfter you 
have the picture where you want It. 

It is an excellent Iden to frequently 
clean your lense. It may not look ns 
though It needed It, but at the same 
time Its best capabilities mny be lul-
pnlred by dust, lit you wear glasses 
you know It Is a good thing to rub 
them often. But do not rub your lense 
too hard. It may In time disturb <ls 
correction that Is very delicate. Some 
say old linen Is good, others recommend 
n specially prepared chamois skin, and 
still others think the only thing really 
proper to use Is jeweler's tissue. A 
camel's lialr brush Is all light to re­
move the dust, anil Hue lluen to polish 
the glass Is found by manufacturers to 
bo first-class. But be vbry cilreful not 
to touch the lense with the lingers. 
There IS n natural oil in the skin to 
siuenr the glass, and It Is almost Impos­
sible to restore it its original clearness. 
I have seen curious examiners of a 
camera rub a linger around the lense 
to clean off what they thought nliglit 
be rt bit of dust. SI eh have been killed 
for ics& offense, and the owner of a tine 
lense could well claim Justifiable homi­
cide for slaughtering on the spot any 
out who wodld do such a thing. 

nnd Jack abswered her with a happy 
smile. 

"Say, Jack," said Harry, a Utile later, 
as he started for the IIOUFC with the dog. 
"1 think 1 deserve a ride and Duke a 
collar. Course Duke did the work, but 
he wouldn't known nbout the trouble If 
I hadn't told blui." 

FOOTBALL STAR MARRIES. 

New Jersey society was greatly Inter­
ested in the wedding of Miss Elizabeth 
Sill to William Heath Bannard. Every 
Princeton man who has watched 
"Billy" Bannard, the best halfback who 
ever wore the Tiger stripes of old Nas­
sau, make Ills twonty-Hvo yards around 
the end townrd tlic Yale goal llilb will 
congratulate hint upon winning oue of 

Mils. KI.IZAUKTII UANNA1I0. 

the prettiest of the youuger society set 
of New Jersey. 

She Is a graduate of the .Woman's 
College of Baltimore aud u member of 
the Uumrna Phi Beta, a leadiug wom­
an's college fraternity. The bride Is 
tall nnd graceful, with chestnut hair 
and dark eyes. Her college popularity 
followed her when she came home from 
Baltimore and made her debut two sea-
sous ago. 

"FINEST LAND OUT OF DOORS' 

Million! of Acres of Canadian Terri­
tory 8o L'e.crlbed l)y Traveler*. 

L, A. Hamilton and Laud Commis­
sioner Grltliu have arrived In Winnipeg 
after a three weeks' drive through 500 
miles of whnt Mr. Hamilton says au 
American would call "the finest block 
of land that lies out of doors." This 
land comprises about 25,000,000 acres 
and was covered by two men from We-
tasklwln through Battlcford east, north 
to the Vermilion Lakes, across Into the 
Blnckfoot Hills, then to the Saskatche­
wan Blver, from there south to the 
Trapping Lake district and east again 
to Snskatoon. 

"The object of our journey," said Mr. 
Hamilton, speaking to a Free Press re-, 
porter, "was to note the resources und 
progress of this district for intending 
settlers. Mr. Grltfin bad not been over 
this ground before and It wns to him a 
trip of great value on this account. 
What we sow confirms the view I have 
taken that here lies one of the richest 
tract; of land In the world. We found 
that settlers have pushed their way In 
and are located not only on land all 
along the railway, but 10 miles on each 
side of It The soli in all parts we saw 
Is of the richest, aud timber and wnter 
plentiful, except an eastern tract lying 
south of Eagle Hills, where timber is 
scarce. In tho Battleford district, ly­
ing 120 miles from the railway, we 
found excellent fields of grain being 
grown, but in the majority of the farth­
est districts cattle raising is the chief 
Industry. Settlers are pushing their 
way out from Calgary and Edmonton 
east as far as the Buck Lakes, 100 
miles from the railway." 

Game throughout this district, Mr. 
Hamilton states, wns very plentiful— 
in fact, too plentiful. "We were told 
that the prairie chickens were so thick," 
said Mr. Hamilton, "that disease 
among them had developed and 'they 
were flying off lu thousands. This 1 

sal# 

am told, occuvs about every seveii 
years, when tho ravages of tiie disease 
aVe much more destructive than that 
wrought by the hunters after feathered 
game. There Is no scarcity of fresh 
meats, however, and In many of the 
farming districts or ranching properties 
the owner has his own game preserves. 

"On this tract of 2.1,000.000 acres 
there Is no reason," concluded .Mr. 
Hamilton, according to the Winnipeg 
I'rce I'rcss, "why 500,000,000 bushels 

J of wheat could not be raised and this 
will be the case some day uot fur dla-
tant." 

A tluniatte I'atcK 
OUe reads so frequently of the [in. 

tcrlnil bool as applied to the undesira­
ble youthful suitor that It Is a pleasure 
to chronicle the more humane method 
adopted by a wealthy Glasgow mer­
chant for choking off a "follower" of 
his daughter. The girl was very young, 
so was tho follower, but nevertheless 
he called formally on the object of his 
affections. The merchant and his wife 
entered the room, the latter bearing a 
glass of milk aud a huge slice of bread 
spread with butter attd jam. 

"Now, dear, ruti ttwtly to bed," said 
the kindly mother to iior daughtel-; "it's 
time that all good girls should be lu 
bed." 

Thett tlio Giilsgow merchant address­
ed the astonished young man,— 

"Now, youngster, you drluk that 
glass of milk, nnd take that slice of 
bread and jam to eat on the road home 
-and hurry, for your mother must be 
anxious nbout your being out so late 
by yourself." 

The young man did not call again. 

Tho Missing Link. 
In the jungles of Southeastern Asia 

and the Islands nettr by, which have 
lohg been known to science ns the cra­
dle of the human race, and which are 
still Inhabited by the Tory lowest or­
ders of huinnu "beings, tiie pithecan­
thropus lived with the elephant, tapir, 
rhinoceros, lion, hippopotamus, gigan­
tic pangolin, hyena, aud other auiinals, 
remains of which were fouud round 
nbout liliu. It has been computed that 
this ancestor lived somewhere about 
the beginning of our last glacial epoch, 
some 270,000 years ago. Iu other words! 
nbout 17,000 generations have been 
born aud have died between hipi and 
ourselves. It will nsslst our under­
standing of what this relationship real­
ly menus to know that uenrly 250 gen-
erntlous carry us bnek beyond the 
dawn of history, 5,000 years ago.—Mc-
Clure's Magazine. 

Turned tho Tables. 
A lecturer was once descautlug ou the 

superiority of nature over art, when an 
Irreverent listener in the audience fired 
that old question at him: 

"How would you look, sir, without 
your wig?" 

"Young man," Instantly replied the 
lecturer, pointing his finger at him, 
"you have furnished me an apt illustra­
tion for my argument. My baldness 
can bo traced to the artificial habits of 
our modern civilization, while the wig 
I am wearing"—here he raised bis voice 
till the windows shook—"Is made of 
natural balrl" 

The audience testified Its appreciation 
of the point by loud applause, and the 
speaker was not Interrupted again. 

Color of Race Horses. 
Winning race horses are generally 

bays, chestnuts or browns; and for 
every hundred bays among them there 
are fifty chestnuts uud thirty browns. 
There Is no record of an Important race 
being wou by n piebald. 

A lloubtftil Compliment. 
Lady—I always come out so plain in 

my photographs—plainer even thau I 
am! 

Photographer (gallantly)—Oh, niad-
aine, that Is impossible!—Moonshine. 

Newspapers In Iowa. 
There are more .newspapers publish­

ed in Iowa, In proportion to its popula­
tion, than iu any other State of the 
Union. 

Nothing makes a woman quite so mad 
as to be told that some other wouiau Is 
sorry for her husband, 

AROUND A BIG STATE 

INfERESTINQ ITEMS OF LATE 
iOWA NEWS. 

Land Worth More tHao Eastern 
Acres—Hock Rapid* Man Retlita At-

^tempted Extortion—Shot bj a Profes­
sional Gambler—Ao Actreti Insane* 

J. U.'&tgc, of (he Iowa weath­
er and erbp sorvleo; hn« roturue*) from a 
month'« visit iu Now York. New JiTsoy 
and other Eastern States, where he mnde 
some iiifercsthitf fljfrleultijrrtl Invest 
tloiis and comparison*. TVhile there Dl* 
rector Sago rouferrod with the beat post­
ed men lu the soctious visited by him 
and'uow returns to his home State with ii 
bettor opinion than ever of the agricul­
tural riches of Iowa. ConreruiiiK his ob-
sorvatiouii and Investigation* I)irccto4 
Sage said: "it is a favt, and a rothef 
startling one at lirnt appearance, that; 
acre for acre, farm land in Iowa U wortli 
more on the market aud brings a bettef 
priee than farm land, acre for acre, irl 
New York or any of the Kasteru States. 
If there .should be a forced sale of larnt 
land iu Iowa and farm hind in NVw York 
lo-inorrow, .selling the land Jn bulk, the 
lowtt hind would commaiid the higher 
price. Of course one reason for this is 
found in the fact that there is a larger 
proportion of tillable land in Iowa than 
in New York; but the output on the tilla­
ble land is better here than \ti tho Kast; 
Take the htiid Iri the immediate viciiiltj* 
of the large eastern cities and of course 
it commands higher prices as it Is u«ed 
for ttmull gardening purposes. But out 
ia the country, acre fur acre, Iowa laud 
U worth more than New,York. It is the 
same in comparison with other Eastern 
States." 

Fxtortloner• at Work. ' 
For some time past there have been ru­

mors afloat to the effect that an attempt 
has been made to kidnap the sod of O. 
Keck of ltoek llapids. Letters which 
have been sent to Mr. Keck htfve recently 
been made public. In the iirst instance a 
letter was found on the porch of the 
Keck home reading as follows: "Mr. 
Keck: I demand live 100 dollars before 
one week ot you, the same in gold in « 
sack right by your hitching post, or I 
will kidnap your baby when you least 
expect it if you do not come to my terms 
I will dinamite your Jjnu*e no fooling 
there are 20 of us In this work comply 
with my wishes or yon and your family 
will be un more on this eartli do not put 
it pf? ailjr longer thai) \Ve»liiesdJiJ- t will 
fb.lldw ybii to tiie eiid of time .or comply 
with my wishes the demaiid ift leave il 
there in h small red sack nth! if ydu try 
to ferrit this on| anro death." This com­
munication was unsigned and had beeti 
thrown carelessly upon the pon-li. Mr. 
Keck ut once placed himself hi consulta­
tion with the Pinkertdii agency, "whose 
detectives are ilow trying to litid a cluo 
to the mysterious letter writers. Later 
another letter was received which de­
manded of Mr. Keek the sum df $10,000 
ns a forfeit for not complying with the 
demaitds df the lirst letter. Tiie Second 
letter was coiichcd hi the. most vulgar 
terms, every Bentence reeking with filth. 

Athlete ts Shot read, 
Homer Holland, the splinter and jump­

er who represented Drake University ami 
the Chicago Athletic Association in the 
spring of 1S08 and 1SD0. breaking rec­
ords in hop, step and jump, was shot 
and instantly killed at Mount Ayr by A. 
M. Hunter, a professional gambler. The 
men had (\narreled and were gambling. 
Hunterhuntedllollnml up to demand $20. 
No one saw the shooting, but several per­
sons heard the shot and saw Hunter 
stand over Holland's bojy with a smok­
ing revolver in his haitd. ll»> confessed 
the deed aiid said he wthdd $lve himself 
up, but laler hid iii d livery ljiirrt; x^erfc* 
he was arrested without resisu»Wce. Huti­
ter is 30 years of age. Hi? is ^..eijusin 
of the notorious bandit l»olk Welts... As 
Holland lay dying llmitcr lighted a cigar­
ette. Holland was years old. The 
bullet from Hunter's revolver passed 
through Holland's body, mangliug the 
lower part of the heart. Hunter claims 
Holland started for him and reached for 
a revolver, but the, weapon which was 
found lying uttder Hollahd'.s body was 
not ioiuitM; 

Actrc^ Goes Mai on I'dr, 
Sadie Ciaffin of New York; a member 

of "The Village. I'arsort" company, was 
takfcn from a train in Fort Dodge violent­
ly insane. Ilcr clothing had been torn 
and disordered in her struggles and while 
she waiteil in the station for an ambu­
lance to take her to the hospital it re­
quired four men to restrain her. Miss 
Clatllu was taken suddenly insane while 
on the train. Her insanity is considered 
to be directly due to a morbid interest in 
spiritualism which she has manifested 
recently, having uttcmlcil several s >aUees. 

Stale ItemM i>f interest, 
John Mehlhop. Sr.. Dubuque's pioneer 

grocer, died at the home of his daugh­
ter, Mrs. A. I«. ('lark. 

A free rural delivery mail service has 
been established at lOlliott. Length of 
route, miles: area covered, :jy square 
miles; umub«*r of houses «>u the route, 
110; population M»nvd, IVstojHce 
at (.rant to be supplied by tho curriers. 

The town of Denver is experlcnchig ft 
boom since the extension of the Water­
loo Knpid Transit ('mupau/s road to 
that place. There are now jn course of 
erection two salnons two hotels, two 
restaurants, two livery barns and two 
bowliug alleys. 

A free rural mail delivery will be estab­
lished at Onslow, coverTug an area of 
thirty square miles: population served, 

number of houses on route, lOT; 
length of route. U1* miles. IVstolllces at 
Clayford and riayiuills to bo supplied 
by the carriers on this route. 

Krnest .Shcllhorn, a lH-year-old boy 
who Jived at (.Nnitiril ltluft's, died from 
the effects of a gunshot wound received 
accidentally while hunting at Lake Man-
awn. 

.V Muscatine dealer has offered .Stewart 
Sailer $800 for one of the pearls which 
ho fouud, but the offer has been declined. 
The pearl is rouud. clear and white and 
weighs seventy-four grains. 

The contract lias been let for the erec­
tion of a new feeding shed at tho Iowa 
State Agricultural College at Ames for 
$1,740. This building will take the place 
of the one recently destroyed by tire. 

Lou Phillips stabbed and seriously 
wounded Thomas Jacobs while they were 
engaged in a quarrel at a social gather­
ing near Hard. 

The bank at Turin was vuided. Tho 
robbers failed to reach the cash chest 
and secured only $50. The bank build­
ing was wrecked. 

Commandant Herton of tho Marshall-
town soldiers* home has received a let­
ter from Frederick Hosebrock, Osna-
brneek. Prussia, inquiring for Dietrlck 
M. Miller, former member of the home, 
who is the only direct heir to $25,000 
left by his brother, recently deceased. 
Miller left the home in 18DS aud his 
whereaVouts is unknown. 

Mrs. William E. Fuller, wife of Assist­
ant Attorney (joncral Fuller, died at her 
homo in West Union after an illness of 
many months. 

Fire damaged the plant of the Iowa 
Recorder at Greeue to the amount of 
about $500. The explosion of a gasoline 
engine was the cause. 

George Hausman, a well-known farmer 
living seven miles north of Waterloo, js 
missing, and the local police are of the 
opiniou that he has been foully dealt 
with. Hausman had considerable money 
on his person. Several unknown men 
were seen with him. and an officer who 
ordered Hausman to go home believes he 
c&n r«cogu.Ue some of them. 

«f. B. Thornburg has been appointed 
postmaster at Orchard, vie* \V. It. Fiint, 
resigned. 

Margaret Ilnskins De Voe died St her 
residence in Lone Tree, iu her sevfrhty-
decond year. 

James .Drake, a laborer, shot his head 
6ff at Eldon. The cause of the suicide 
Is unknown. 

.Wall Lake lias beerf leased by the 
State executive council to the town of 
Lakfc View for $5 per year.-

Fish Commissioner Lincoln has placed 
a car of about 23,000 young fish iu the 
Des Moines river near Humboldt, 

Krncst'J. Hansen of Whitten bad his 
collar boije brukeu while playing the 
Industrial school eleven at Kldora. 

The Mississippi Valley Telephone Com­
pany of Keokuk lias tiled a deed for its 
lines in consideration of $«SOO,o00. 

A murdered colored man was found in 
a com field near Iretori, who had appar­
ently been dead about eight weeks. 

James Auderson, white, was shot aud 
killed iii a drunken brawl at Foster. Paul 
White of ftttumtta is under arrest. 

Captain A. M. Carpenter, an old river 
captain, wns found dead iu a cabla boat 
near tjuincy, having committed suicide. 

J. L. Sehrocder, a farmer living near 
Pocahontas, was fouud frozen to death 
in a corn lield a few hundred yards from 
his home. 

Henry Forman committed suicide at 
Winfcrset by shooting himself with a 
shotgun. Poor health is supposed to 
have Iweu the cause. 

Alrrt Modneyt an Iowa Central em­
ploye, was knocked insensible by a blow 
from a sand bag aud robbed of $15.4"> by 
a negro at Marshalltowit. 

A man named Wilcox, whd was operat­
ing a palmistry swindle, has been arrest­
ed for attempting to defraud n poor wid­
ow out of $300 at Dubuque. 

Tho large barn belouglttg to H. W. 
Amos, seven miles south of CJlidden, was 
struck by lightning and entirely destroy­
ed. The loss will reach nbout $3,000. 

The jury in the case df Mel Clemotfs, 
accused .of killing Win. Iturghdnff at 
L'nlou, June 17 last, brought in a verdict 
finding the defendant guilty of murder iii 
the second degree. 

Joliu ('lark of Newton attempted to 
steal a ride from Des Moines to Newton 
and while boarding the train was thrown 
under the wheels. He will probably lose 
one leg as a result. 

The bottling works of Snyder & Lar-
kin at Marshalitowu was entirely de­
stroyed by fire caused by spontaneous 
combustion, causing a loss of about $8,-
000, partially insured. 

Mrs. l». L. Hichardson (of Ackley was 
very badly bnrnefJ by alt explosion of 
gasoline. She was pUuting gasoline int'J 
boiling water and allowed some of it to 
slop over ou to the stove. 

i*ar Jenkins of Tynes was adjudged 
insane and ordered to coulinenicnt iu tiie 
hospital at Mt. Pleasant, lie had been 
Attending revival meetings and hid mind 
became unbalanced over religioti. 

David DeWitt, a 17-year-old bay living 
at Oskaloosa, was arrested for attempt­
ing to pass bogus checks to tho amount 
Of about $&ti1. He has been bound over 
to the graiid jury under $2,000 bond?. 

While passing between ^onip cars iii 
the yards at ltod Oak, H. D. Andersoti, 
ft brakeman on the Iv. & W. Railway, 
was caught between two ears and crush­
ed so badly that he died in a short timfr. 

Charlie Swahu, an inmate 0^ the Sol­
diers' Home and a brother of Albert 
Swalb, consul at Montevideo, Uruguay, 
came near losing his life by drowning 
while fishing iu the Iowa river near Mar-
shalltown. 

Trncey Home, a hospital hi which fif­
teen smallpox patients were quarantined, 
was badly damaged by tire at Des 
Moines. The Inmates were rescued, the 
firemen and police risking exposure to 
the coutagioih 

.Codducfor McMillan df Otfuniwa vraj 
killed at Aftou by being crushed beneath 

box car; which wou Overturned by a 
ireigur ml another freight 
engaged in switching and whtcn niucSvu 
the right of way. 

George Williams, a former "resident of 
Indepeudeuee and owuer of the famous 
race horse Axtell, died at the home of his 
parents at OJalesburg, III. He was one 
of the originators of the kite-shaped 
thick at indepeildencP. 

, ,;tudge Smytli,.In tii& District Court dt 
jiurliiigton, decided against the city df 
Burlington iu the case of the National 
State Bank v§. Thfc City of iiurlington, 
holding the assessment <»f tiie capital 
stock of the bank was excessive and de­
ducting from such assessment all United 
States bouds, which could not be assess­
ed, holding that the individual stock­
holders had already been assessed for the 
value of their batik stock, iucluding gov­
ernment bonds. The case will be ap­
pealed. 

A spark from an engine of the Omaha 
UailrOud gi'ew Into a bhtfc»? which do» 
atroyeii a built $8,500 worth ttf property at 
Merrili, as follows: Plymouth elevator, 
$3X00; two and one-half carloads of 
wheat, $1,475: two tons of liour, $75; 
one tou of feed stuff, $15: one car house­
hold goods, $1,200; one car slack coal, 
$37; three box cars damaged, $2,500; 'to­
tal loss. $8,302. The elevator, wheat, 
fijjAr aud feed stuff belonged to the Ply­
mouth Holler Mill Company of LeMars. 
This propclly was partially insured, 

James li. Faust, live years ago a pro£-
perousj^ariuer near Marshalitowu, who 
was sentenced to three years' imprison­
ment for burning his barn, reappears as 
from the grave, Faust was released from 
the Fort Madison penitentiary in Jmle, 
1000, perfectly sane. He then disap­
peared, Now he says he was kidnaped 
by three men aud placed iu a private 
asylum at Toledo. He escaped two 
mouths ago und made his way home 
through terrible hardships, lie is now 
before the grand jury to show his con­
viction was the result of a conspiracy. 

The United Workmen Lodge in Du­
buque refused to pay the beneficiary of 
a certificate in the order because the 
holder was running a saloon when he 
died. The ease will be appealed from 
the Dubuque District Court, which gave 
a full verdict to the beneficiary. 

Mrs. Ira Campbell, aged about 25 
years, died ut her home, one mile north 
of Colfax, frotu lockjaw, causcd by step­
ping on a rusty nail. At tirst the wouud 
seemed slight und little atteutiou was 
giveu to it. In a day or two blood poi­
soning set iu and she died iu great ag­
ony. , 

A freight train on the Great Western 
was ditched at a bridge near Dunkerton, 
Tho caboose and three box ears left tho 
track and plunged into a creek twenty 
feet below. J. W. ICmery, a stockman 
from State Center, who was riding in 
the caboose, was struck by flying timbers 
and iustantl.v killed. 

Charles Gayuor. a well-known South 
Ottumwa young man, was arrested by 
Capt. Peter Galaghcr us he was getting 
on a Burlington train, charged with de­
sertion from the Uuited States army. 
When taken into custody young Gaynor 
admitted the charge. Chief Gray took 
him to Des Monies, where he will bo 
turned over to the federal authorities. 

Eddie Fraikes, the 0-,vear-old son of 
Mr. aud Mrs. Nelson Fraikes of ICco-
kuk, climbed a fireman's ladder, unnotic­
ed, to the distance of fifteen or twenty 
feet, and iu attempting to desceud fell 
the full distance to the rocks below, 
alighting ou his face aud receiving dan­
gerous injuries. 

The question of the whereabouts of N. 
S. B&!ts55 53t=5 O. L. Montgomery, repre­
senting respectively the Siiumonds Hard­
ware Company of St. Louis and the 
Piano Company of Chicago, duell­
ed by t&e finding of their bodies in Ojear 
lake. Thov were picked up by grappling 
books. Both men were married and had 
families 

V. 

feq I Wheat Per Acre. 
At the Ohio State University nnd Ex 

pertinent Station the> have for mnny 
j'eara been testing different amounts of 
seed whed* per acre. The first experi­
ments were on rloh bottom land. Where 
tbey sowed five peeks per acre the yield 
was thirty-four bushels, and where tbejr 
put on seven pecks they harvested tblr-
ty-seveu bushels, a gain of a bushel for 
each i>eck of seed. It was repeated the 
h£it year on Ave duplicate plots sown 
lit erteh rate, lit every case the results 
were in favor of the seven peeks per 
acte, It giving enough larger crop to 
fnore than repay the extra cost of the 
Seed, 'tests have been made ou the 
same farm several years since With 
varying quantities, with the result that 
best crops were always obralncd when 
not less th.in five pecks or more than 
seven pecks were sown. Having re­
moved In 1802 to a farm where the soil 
is less productive than that tirst teste*! 
they hnve found the most profitable 
harvests from the u.*e of eight peeks 
ot more of seed. In unfavorable sou-
softs the best results there have been 
from nine io ten pecks of seed. While 
wo cannot dispute the correctness of 
their tests, we think some of those who 
thoroughly lit their ground get better 
rfestllts from less thau seven pecks thau 
from inure, and it may depend for 
profit upon the point of the compara­
tive co#t ot extra seeding or of extra 
labor In filling the soil.—American Cul­
tivator. 

Culf-Weaiilntr Device, 
It Is sometimes a dlilk-ult task to 

wean calves, for some of them will per­
sistently suck the old cow at every op­
portunity. A tldvice ib break »p* the 
Iinbit may be made of a board an Inch 
thick, making the other dimensions to 

t~rt 
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suit the betid of the calf. Tile sides 
Should bo cut out so that the eyes of 
the calf wili not be obstructed whiif 
the board rests against its face. Holes 
are bored in the board and straps run 
through theui In such a manner that 
they may be fastened to the halter 
woru by the calf. 

l-» Butter-Miikln-z Profitable? 
Dultyinen frequently get discouraged 

and conclude there Is more money and 
less hard work Nt producing: niilk and 
selling it to wholesalers in thf* larjr« 
cities than in making butter. It a man 
».> hiittcv and Is netting 
even 20 c<*ms a pound fot ir, mere « 
something wrong If hl> is iusiiij* lmut-
e.v. It is admitted, however, tlult bet­
ter sold at the price uuuied can not 
give one much profit. In most sec­
tions the net price obtained for milk is 
very low and In shipping milk the pro­
ducer loses tlio skim milk which be 
has when be ntakes butter; this skim 
milk Is worth hiking into consideration 
If ohe bus swine of poultry ot! the 
farm. It l.<s impossible tor out' to ad­
vise without some knowledge of locat 
conditions, but ou general principles it 
certainty would be poor business pol­
icy for ttn.v one who understand* the 
art of producing good butter, and whtf 
is getting a fair price for the product 
jf Ills dairy, to think of giving it up for 
the uncertainty ot' the fresh milk mar­
ket.— Indiauapolls News. 

actual loss. About twenty-five to thir­
ty years ago good hogs were marketed 
usually nt eighteen to twenty-four 
months of age, and the general average 
Weights was uot more than Is made 
how at eight to ten mouths, showing 
the great Improvement In tjie present 
methods aud tiie great loss of feed by 
the old plan of long maturing. 

Fnrmers, Keep Acconuta. 
The farmer who does not keep an ac­

count of all his business nud farming 
operations is making a great mistake. 
The benefits derived from keeping such 
au Account are many aud varied. It be­
gets au interest lu one's busluess to 
know the profit on every detail. It 
forms a reliable basis of knowledge of 
the most profitable departments. There 
i« a satisfaction In feeding stock when 
one knows the profit that Is being made. 
It enables the fanner to couduct opera­
tions on business principles. A good 
business man would scarcely think of 
doing business without au account 
book. Why should a farmer? Get an 
account book and keep tab of your 
business. You will get 100 per cent in 
satisfaction, j would also advise tho 
keeping of a notebook, In which to note 
luietly the title and a few general 
points ot' the articles of Interest that 
occur in tho farm papers taken. By 
noting the title, name and date of pa­
per, aud tiling the papers away in 
proper order, one can readily look up 
any desired article, Which otherwise 
might renuore hours. Try it, and see if 
yon do not take more interest fa your 
farm papers.—Exchange. 

llroaU Tires for Farm Wagon*. 
The great value of broad tires for 

both farm wagons and carts and those 
used for carrying heavy loads on the 
road has lotfg been demonstrated be­
yond ipjestion. In a recent bulletin is­
sued by the experiment station of the 
University of the State of Missouri, 
the director says: Numerous tests of 
the draft of wide and narrow tired wag­
ons have been made at this station dur­
ing the last two years ou macadam, 
gravel and dirt roads In all conditions, 
and on meadows,pastures aud ploughed 
fields, both wet and dry. The draft has 
beeu determined by mean* of a self-
recording dynamometer. Tho net load 
was in every trial the same, viz., 2,tKK) 
pounds. Contrary to public expecta­
tion, In a large majority of cases the 
draft was materially less when tires 
six inches in width were used than 
when the tests were made with tires of 
standard width—one and one-half 
Inches. 

Plr«t Step Toward Wlntsr Ksrcs* 
The poultry-keeping operations of 

the farm trill always be on ft low plane 
where there is lack of system in regu­
larly getting rid of the hens after their 
second, or, at most, third year, says 
Wallace's Farmer. We wish we could 
Impress this fact upon every farmer 
1vho is disposed to give the slightest 
recognition to the part which the chick-
ens play iu connection with the farm 
revenues. It is n sheer waste of money 
to build good houses ami till them with 
heus which have lived beyond the day 
of their greatest usefulness. Send the 
aged hens away this summer just as 
soon as they have weaned their brood. 
Don't wait until fall, as they will then 
have to be sold in competition with the? 
young stock, with which the market 
will be flooded. You could not find 
poorer employment thau trying to get 
»»«t ^ , ,U.n 
old.  

'irinilins Corn Folder. 
That the' eorii shredder is a valuable 

piece of machinery there Is no ques­
tion, neither is there any doubt but 
what eveu the old-fashioned corn cut­
ter is an improvement over feeding the 
whole stalks to the cattle. A new at­
tachment to a corn cutter drops tho 
cut corn stalks from the hopper of the 
cutter between two cogged cylinders, 
which lhewlly chew the corn Into bits, 
so that every particle of the stalk is 
eaten by the cows. This attachment 
may be fashioned by a local black-
mfth. Such a machine ought to be 

manufactured and sold for less money 
ban a shredder and be just the tiling 

for the farmer who cannot afford a 
shredder. 

Tl»£ Born'Yurd in Winter. 
In the fall get the barnyard in shape 

for winter. Drainage should be pro­
vided the first thill# that In done, and 
the drains should be so nrrahged that 
all the liquid excrement can be carried 
Into barrels or vats, where It may be 
saved and used on the furiu. Many a 
farmer luis buried his hope of prosper­
ity in his barnyard. After the dtalu-
ugo is dolie, the soli should be leveled, 
low spots Hllcd in and high ones cut 
down, so that nt no time will there be 
puddles of tilth. U Is a jfbod plan to 
have a reserve pile of sand under cov­
er. so that the holes made by the hoofs 
of the auiinals may be tilled lu frotu 
time to time. No barnyard should be 
without a shed open to the south, tin­
der which the cows may litid protec­
tion from rain and wind, should they 
be left out for any length of time, 
ltoughage of some kind should be 
olaced In rucks under this shed, so that 
the cows may have material for a cud 
or two. 

A New H trac Disease. 
The disease, pronouueed to be cere­

brospinal meningitis, continues to play 
havoc with the horses lu Worcester 
County, Md., and nothing yet has been 
ouml that will effect a cure when a 
torse is once down. Dr. Buckley, vete-
iuarlau of the Maryland Agricultural 

College, and Dr. W. G. McAllum of the 
•lohus Hopkins University, have been 
investigating the disease and its 
causes. They took away with them 
parts of the brain Ttn.l blood of horses 
just dead and will make further tests. 
Dr. McAllum says the disease is un 
doubtedly a brain trouble and is not 
meningitis, but is eucephalitis. 

Value of the Soy Ilentt. 
Hecent analyses have shown that the 

meal made from soy beans exceeded 
cotton seed In the fat contents, ami 
was a little behind it in protein. There 
is no good reason why farmers of the 
Middle and Northern States cannot 

row the soy bean protltably aud, by 
feeding it with other grains or using it 
with roughage, gradually accustom the 
stock to it, so that ii will become a 
valuable addition to the ration. It 
seems too bad that a food so high In 
fat aud protein, the two most valuable 
portions of stock food, should be neg­
lected. or, at least, treated with indif­
ference. 

Windmill* nn l Progress. 
Under this head the United States 

geological survey sends out au inter­
esting sketch, 'in Holland," says this 
bulletin, ••windmills are used to get rid 
of water; in America they are employ­
ed to produce It." 

On the great plains In Kansas, Da­
kota, Iowa and the adjoining States, 
an ideal place for windmills where the 
country lies llat, aud the winds sweep 
uninterrupted for miles, the landscape 
is fairly dotted with them, A number 
of the larger ones grind eyrn or do 
other similar work, but the majority 
are engaged in pumping. 

Keep the Pit: Orowiuir, 
The pig should be kept growing con­

tinually, says an agricultural writer. It 
requires a ccaialu amount of food for 
maintenance. If there are no growth' 
*nd uo gu\n, this maintenance food is 

DR. CHARLES K. ADAMa 

lJarnc»9 li'a.k'tis» 
The following Is from National Stock­

man and Farmer: "To two quarts of 
fish oil add two pounds of mutton tal­
low, oue pint of castor oil, one-fourth 
pound of ivory black, one-half pound 
beeswax, four ounces of rosiu, oue 
ounce of Burgundy pitch. Put all to­
gether in an iron kettle over a slow 
lire. Boil and stir half an hour. Then 
set off and let settle Ufteen minutes. 
Then pour into another vessel, leaving 
ill sediment in the bottom. When 

cold. It is ready for use. 

Eminent Educator Who Hat Left th* 
University of Wisconsin. 

The retirement of Dr. Charles Ken­
dall Adams from the presidency of the 
University of Wisconsin is ah event ot 
importance In the collegiate world, in 
that it removes from the held of activ­
ity one of tlio strongest figures amon# 
the educational forces of the West. Be­
hind his Interesting nnd forceful per­
sonality is the long record of a life that 
wns full of professional zeal, literary 
Industry aud scholarly endeavor. 

Dr. Adams, who is compelled to ten* 
der his reslgiuition lu order to seek a 
restoration of failing health, is a fine 
type of the self-iuade "college mail." 
He was not pushed through college by 
the Impelling pride of wealthy parents 
or relatives. He had the aid of no ad­
ventitious circumstance, influential or 
ilnanclal, in his struggle for au educa­
tion or In his subseaueut effort# for pro­

fessional preferment. He "worked his 
way" through the University of Michi­
gan, graduating In ISO'l. Four years 
later his alma mater honored him by 
making him instructor in Latin and his­
tory. His subsequent promotions wero 
rapid aud were won upon demonstrated 
merit, until he finally succeeded Dr. 
White in the chair of history, the latter 
having resigned to accept the presl- j 

doncy of Cornell University. % 
The retirement of Dr. White as presi-

dent of Cornell and the appointment of j-; 

Dr. Adams ns hfs successor gave the 
huter the opportunity to build the eng 
during monument of ids life. The lm-
press left upon Cornell by his scholar- £: 
ship and administrative genius cannot 
be effaced. When lie left it in 1802 to 
take the presidency of the University 
of Wisconsin lie had raised It from a 'i i 
stall' of fifty-four instructors and au M 
enrollment of i,r»0U students. 

Under his administration the Univcr-,/ 
sity of Wisconsin has also enjoyed au ^ 
era of great prosperity. A most capti ­
vating nnd Instructive writer upon his-;< 
toricai subjects, a lucid and forceful 
expositor in the classroom, and a man 
of great geniality and liberal-minded-; 
new, liia retirement is a severe loss to 
higher education and will occasion' 
wide regret. 

ONE OF THE LAST OF ' 
HIS FAM0U5 BREED. 

One of tlio most noted and valuable 
ioug-homed cattle in the world is the, 
famous Texas steer Geronlmo, named 
after the celebrated Indian chief. He 
is as fierce nnd daugerous as was his 
namesake. He is said to he 36 years 
old, and his great horns measure nlue 
feet six Inches from tip to tip, three to 
four feet being the length of tho aver­
age horned steer. 

Geronltuo Is almost the laBt of the 
type of long-horned Texas cattle in this 
country, and the bureau of animal in-

Plieej> Shearlu*r4* 
Keep the best of the ewe Iambs. 
Youug rams should be kept thrifty. 
Large Hocks do not pay relatively as 

well as small ones. * 
Give the lambs a little iv 111 feed a 

few days before weaning. 
After the corn is laid by it is often a 

good plan to turn lu Ihe sheep. 
Lambs, wool, mutton and manure are 

the four eardiual points of sheep rais­
ing. 

The longer a man keeps poor sheep 
the poorer he will be. 

In dressing a mutton the woolly part 
should uot be allowed to touch the 
flesh, 

Sheep may be termed the gleaners or 
savers of the waste ou the farm. 

No one breed of sheep will succeed 
best on all soils or in all situations. 

Of all methods of iniproviug the soil 
aud destroying weeds sheep are tho 
best. 

So far as can be done sheep should 
have nothing to eat for twenty-four 
hours before killing. 

A weakeued constitution predisposes 
to disease of any. kind. 

Ewes will produce larger and better 
lambs If In a good, plump condition at 
the time of coupling. 

If a sheep Is Injured In any way, 
wash the wound, bathe with twi^entlue 
and cover with tar. 

FAMOUS TEXAS STKKI*. 

dustry, wishing to preserve a pictorial 
record of the last survivor of so famous 
an American breed and type, had Ge­
ronlmo photographed recently and Re-
cured the accompanying picture. The 
horns, which are the most distinctive 
feature of this breed, are brought ont 
very prominently and are the record 
ones for length. 

Geronlmo has taken many State and 
national prizes ufthe various live stock 
shows. It is understood that at his 
death the bureau of animal industry 
will secure the body and have It mount­
ed In the National Museum at Wash- i 
iugtou. 

Ktiglish Hank. Precautions. 
The recent attempts of a gang of \ 

American swindlers to victimize the { 
London banks have drawn attention to •• 
the remarkable precautions which t 
banking houses take against fraud. 
Every employe, from tiie office boy to 
the manager, lias to take an oath on 
entering the bank that they will not | 
divulge the business of the establish- j 
ment, except uuder compulsion of law. 
And they are not allowed to forget this v 
oath, for every year the eutire staff is 4 
assembled in the board room to hear 4 
the oath read over. The effect of this hi 
precaution has been admirable. « 

There Is also very great care excr-
ciscd to prevent fraud by means of.j 
worthless securities and promissory^' 
notes. In almost every bank there is a ̂  
department devoted to scrutinizing all | 
notes which may be deposited for this | 
purpose. These records, which haverf 
been complied after years of collec­
tions, show tiie standing of almost^ 
every firm in London. Many a bus!-% 
ness house would be dismayed If they 
knew that practically all their most 
cherished seciets were known to the 
bauk. Reference to these records will 
iudieato at once whether the firm con­
cerned bus at any time dishonored a 
bill, and so the bank is able to gauge 
the value of the securities offered, say, 
for a loan for three months. 

These are merely a few of the pre­
cautions adopted, but they will serve 
to give some idea of the constant and 
unremittlug care taken to prevent 
fraud.—London Mali. . 
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IjarKest of Flying Birds. , .r
ri 

The largest of flying birds is the Cull- a< 

forninn vulture ir condor, measuring 
from tip to tip to 10 feet, and ex­
ceeding considerably In size the true 
condor of South America. The bird lays 
but one egg each season, large, oval, 
ashy green, and deeply pitted. ^ 

Age ol' Whales. 
The ago of the whale is calculated ac­

cording to the number of laminae, or 
layers, of the whalebone, which in­
creases yearly. From these indications 
ages of 800 to 350 years have bnefl*as« 
6igncd io whales, 
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