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HER LITTLE FELLOW YET.

What tenny creatures mothers arel
1 ; laugh to see—

For alFmy bigness and my age—
How mine looks after me.

She wants to warm me when I'm cold,
.To dry me when I'm wet;

T do_beMeve she thinks me just
A little tellow yet!

'm not a schoolboy any more,

With satchel at my back;

It wor't be many years before

I don the haversack.

I'm going to join the volunteers—

My father was a “vet."—

And surely then I will not be
{ . . A Httle tellow yet!

-lhA,;:om the mother's good as gold,
R d kind as kind can be;

1 There's no one else in all the world
| That's half as kind to me.  ~
Bo let her think it it she will,

I, too, am a “‘vet.”"—
It may be I will wish I were '

Her little fellow yet!

n Work. '

" A Blue Umbrella.

OLONEL, why did you never
_ pmarry?’ If a cyclone had struck
=*{he sharp featured man who sat
twith his feet elevated upon the iron
wailing of the veranda it could not have
caused him to start up more qulckly.
e snlpped the ashes from his cigar,
paced to the farther end of the veran-
da, and returning to the questioner's
side, he sald:
“Harry, what made you ask me that
r

, The young man, upon whose shoul-
(der the other’s hand rested lightly, 1rt-
“ed'his eyes. Evidently the Colonel was

deeply moved. \

yhy, all men marry; that is, men
heans or—anyhow, they should

b

i “But you have not married.”
*“And for a good reason; I am not
able.”

o *“But you could support a very com-
fortable household If you were not—
well, what you are,” sald the Colonel,

- a8 he moved away.

. “Ahl Hold on, Colonel; do not leave
e In that--he's gonel”

de other, paying no attention to

f :Spord-. went down the broad iteps
\ 1 walked slowly away in thé moon-

light.
know what he means; he might
as well have told me In so many
words—spendthrift! Hang it al! 1
“know very well that I am careless
about finances and all that sort of
thing. If'1 bad been forced to work

. early I'd know the value of dollars and

“3‘ .8 very different sort of chap now.

; 1! Life is too short to fret
. ovér mistakes gone and done for. Edith
'-Jﬁ'a is a—here she comes now.”

‘Waa 1t the tap-tap of tiny feet or the
frou-frou of snowy skirts that made
Harry Lancaster's heart throb tumul-
tnv‘buly? It was both—and the fact
that the woman he loved more than
all others was nearing him, Rising, he
todsed his cigar away, lifted his hat,
and offered the charming creature in
white a chair. ;

“Do pot disturb yourself, Mr. Lan-
caster; I merely came for a brief walk
up and down the veranda. Isn't it a
lovely evening?”

Thege was a witchery In the tones of

w, sweet volce. Harry’'s heart

away more vigorously than

wver. the veranda roof hadn't been
eave-fringed with lvy the moonlight
would have disclosed the hot flush that
amnantled the young man's face.

“It is Indeed a delightful evening. If
you will not rest Lere for a few mo-

i, ments will you permit e to offer you

{ my arm for the stroll?”

Bhe lald her dainty hand upon his
arm and the pair strolled slowly to the
farther end of the veranda; they turn-
ed to retrace thelr steps when Edith
sald:

“Was not that a firefly? Over there
among the bushes to the left? Bee,
there It Is agaln, and such a glowing
one, tool There, it bas disappeared.”

“It may be a firefly, but It Is my
opinlon that Colonel Drake of the reg-
ulars s smoking a cigar out there
among the shadows,” sald Harry.

“Is that charming old bear here?"
she suddenly asked, allowing her band
to slip from the other's arm.

, “He came this afternoon.”

" “And as I was not down to tea I did

not meet him.”

3 | “You seem to be scquainted with the

> /«7"~ Colonel, Miss Lisle.”

- “Falrly, but really I ought not to

have spoken so shockingly about a flne

gentleman. He Is quite engaging, but

I detest that absurd Idea about his

strange umbrella.”

“Umbrella? What umbrella, may 1
ask?” inquired Harry, pussled at ber
remark.

. “Why, bave you never heard about

the Colonel's umbrella?”

+ “Never.”

! w“Colonel Drake possesses a blue, old-

fashioned umbrella which Is supposed

to be & very potent love charm or some-
thln‘ like that. Plainly, so It is told,
when be Invites a lady to share its

agalnst the raln her heart s
orthwith. BStrange, is It not?”

\ urd! Have you ever—"

] ' “No. not yet.”

“I should not llke you to accept its
shelter ever—though I do not belleve
in such silliness,” softly said Harry.

"It she understood hls meaning she

’ was coy of acknowledgment, for, 1ift-

ing her hand to his arm again, the pair
resumed the stroll just In time to meet

2 the Colonel as he ascended the steps.

The Colonel Itfted his hat and passed

indoors, while Harry and Bdith stroll-

ed and chatted the hours away.

The next morning Harry Lancaster's
heart sank when he looked from the
window and saw the leaden clouds
scurrying along the darkened sky.

“Rain!” And I was to take her for a
drive! Well, I suppose I must make
the best of it and while away the time
in the parlors,” muttered he, as he per-
formed his tollet.

When he entered the dining room he
saw that Miss Lisle’s chalr was va-
cant. Ah! the Colonel's chalr, tod, was
vacant. Over his coffee Harry made
thy resolve to make a break before
night He would ask her for that dain-
ty white hand. He felt in his heart of
hedrts that she did not dislike him. On
the contrary, as he recalled the pleas-
ant past there was more than mere
friendliness In the depth of her beauti-
ful blue eyes last night as they strolled
alopg the veranda.

After breakfast he went to the smok-
ing room and seated himself near a
window overlooking the white stretch
>t sand, the curling waves, and the
foam-capped blllows beyond.

Ahl A couple approached from the
»each. The gentleman carried—a blue
umbrella! As the palr drew near Har-

y's beart beat wilder and wilder,

1t was thp Colonel's blue umbrella;
t was the Coolnel, but—whe

sty .

*“Miss Lisle, by heavens! Pshaw! I'm
a fool to think there Is anything
strange about this. What do I care
about that blue umbrella, and Its. po*
tent love charm? But I wish it bad
not been Edith,” mused Harry; and
tossing away his clgar he Wwent out
upon the veranda just in time to ralse
his hat and say “Good morning,” to
Bdith, who tripped by him.

The Colonel closed that quaint um-
brella with a click as of satisfaction
as he passed Harry with a polite bow
and a “Good morning.”

Two hours afterward Edith Lisle
blushed as Harry Lancaster asked her
& question. She recovered quickly and
sald softly:

“Mr, Lancaster, the potency of the
blue umbrella Is not a fiction. He 18
a tharming gentleman, and—I alwnys
did like soldiers. I—I—thank you, and
well—I simply sald yes under the blue
umbrella; and I hope we shall remain
friends,”—Waverly Magazine.

MAMMOTH' PIGEON RANCH.

Eight Frame Sheds Used to House
Ten Thousand of Them,
Situated at the sharp angle where
the Arroyo Beco, or dry ditch (a ra-
vine that extends from Los Angeles to

R

The Tile Inlet and Outlet.

No one will question the value of tile
for dralnage pipes. In laying head end
of tile, it Is a mistake to dump In a few
pléces of broken tile and mud dug from
the slough bed with the idea of packing
to make nearly waterproof. Many have
done that In this section and the water,

the Slerra Madre mountalns, some four-
teen miles away), and the Los Angeles
river (at this point elghteen mlles
from the sea) meet, s one of the most
curious exhibits of plgeon life cver
presented to the eye.

Here ten thousand pigeons, mostly
light In color, are found perched upon
the roofs of elght frame sheds. The
walls of these sheds are composed of
hundreds of empty gasoline cans with
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WELL-MADE TILE INLET.

one of the ends taken out and wood
boards with apertures large enough for
pigeons substituted, and thousands of
wooden frult boxes furnished with
square openings, The ground Is gener.
ally covered with plgeons untll a stran-
ger arrives, when there Is a great whir-
ring nolse, the alr Is full of wings and
thousands of pigeons return to thelr
brethren on the roofs of the sheds.

This Institution belongs to one of
Los Angeles' enterprising clitizens, and
forms & great attraction to visltors
from all the country round, as well as
to numerous colored thleves, who make
a continual practice of robbing this
vast aggregation of pigeon roosts, Two
large dogs properly qualified to bark
and bite are located at each end of
the grounds, about 200 feet from cach
other. These are secured safely by
long chains to splkes In the ground.

But these, flerce as they are, do not
represent the entire force for the de-
fense from thieves of the 10,000 pig-
eons, two young dogs, trained to hark
and not to bite, are on duty also all
the time; these are more sleepless and
it Is the uproar they make upon which
the owner so much depends for the dls-
covery of the colored thieves, DIis-
ease and rats take away a great many
of this multitudinous bird population;
dally some young pigeons will be found
on the ground dead, having gone too
far from the family nest.—Pearson's
Magazine.

CIRCUMSTANCES ALTER CASES,

Hiram Proved He Had a Sure Source
of Wealth.

“You talk very well, and you're not
bad looking,” sald Mr. Fewscads, the
village banker, to Hiram Clover, an
honest young farmer, “but you ought
to know that | cannot countenance your
attentions to my daughter.”

“But, sir—"" began Hiram.

“l1 don't think that I care to argue the
matter, Mr, Clover,” the banker cut in.
“l know you are about to say that
Mabel loyes you and that you can make
a nice home for her and all that; but 1
think you're mistaken. Any passing
fancy she may have for you will be
gone soon. All girls have to go through
three or four sleges of thar sort before
thelr affections are fixed on the man
they ought to marry.”

“And yet, sir—"

“Don't trouble to say anything, Mr.
Clover, I would spare you all unneces-
sary pain. But the fact Is, my daughter
would not be satisfled with life on a
farm. And besides, pardon me for men-
tioning it, but you cannot support her in
the style to which slie bas been accus-
tomed. Mabel has had everyadvantage.
I have reared her In the lap of luxury,
1 may say, and 1 cannot think of her
entering upon a life In which she might
miss the comforts with which I have
always surrounded her.”

The young man smlled a pecullar and
masterful smile, says the Detrolt Free
Press, as he broke In: 5

“Do you bappen to know, sir, that I
have a flock of fifty hens, and that ey-
ery hen Is laylng one egg a day, sir, and
do you know what fresh eggs are fetch-
ing In the market at the present time?”

“Is that true?” asked the banker, palo
with emotion.

“It 8.

“Take Mabel and be happy.”

MANY SPIES OF THE SULTAN.

Turkey Growing Demoralized Under
the Present Vicious Syatem.

In no country and at no time of the
world's history has the spy system been
developed to the point It has attalned In
Turkey to-day. It Is a most elaborate
organization and costs an Immense
amount of money. There are sples and
counter-sples, and counter-counter-
sples to the fourth or fifth degree.
Thelr number Is leglon, and they are
to be found In all classes of soclety,
from the highest to the lowest. Be-
aldes the minister of police, almost ev-
ery high dignitary has his own service
of sples, says the London Chronicle.

These are all rival organizations, and
spend most of thelr time In spying and
denouncing each other. All prominent
persons are closely watched, and fol-
lowed even while shopping, and should
they meet another person of note and
exchange a few words, the fact Is care-
fully noted. Turks no longer dare as-
semble In parties of five or six for the
purpose of spending thelr evenings to-
gether. It s Impossible for three or
four of them to sit down at a table in
a coffee house without having a spy at
the next. On such occaslons they al-
ways speak very loud, so that every-
body may hear them. Should a Euro-
pean converse with a Turk In the
street, a spy will follow them and try
to find out what they are saylng, ,

The result of all this Is that the
Turks avold one another's company as
much as possible, and whenever they
do come together the conversation |s
on the most futlle subjects, and quite
childish. The Turkish nation Is grow-
ing more and more demoralized under
the present system,

Storks of East Indies.

In a public park at Calcutta are sey-
eral birds of the adjutant specles. They
are the storks of the Bast Indies, and
average about six feet In helght. These
hirds parade In a stately way, and at
a distance look so much llke soldiers
that strangers often mistake them for
grenadiers.

Av Irishman says he always shuts
when he looks at lady’a tanits,

falling to run off, a complaint 1s made
that tiling does not pay. I have known
men to dig up whole ditches of tile and
replace with larger ones, when a little
work In the right way would have
brought things out all right. A correct-
ly bullt tile Inlet and outlet are abso-
lutely essentlal fer success in dralnage.
Where sol! s of a mucky nature, the
{llustration shows a good plan of filling
in around the inlet. This plan, how-
ever, I8 not necessary where soll Is
mossy. About four or five feet of tile
should be covered with coarse gravel
to within six or eight inches of the sur-
face, so the plow will not strike the
stone. This will let the water off free-
1y, yet keep the soll In good shape. A
large stone should be placed at end of
tile,

The outlet should also be kept clean
of roots and bars of netting so placed
thut the vermin may be kept out. If
this Is done and the tile properly lald,

DURABLE BILE OUTLET.

water will have easy going and the
farmer wili go his way rejolcing In-
stead of *“cussing” the tile which he
thought was too small.—Fred Ristrim,
in Farm and Home,

Good Farm Gate.

A heavy gate that Is opened a num-
ber of times daily 1s apt to sag In a short
time If not well braced. An excellent
way of overcoming this fault Is shown
In the illustration. The posts are
longer than those ordiparily used, and
are set a foot deeper In the ground than
fence posts  generally. Heavy flat
stones are placed about the bottom of
the post, to which the gate Is hung, and
these stones are braced on elther side
by stout onk stakes. These stakes are
driven so that the tops are just below
the surface of the ground. Three
strong hinges are used to hang the gate
and a strong rod of iron Is fastened to
the upright of the gate and to the top
bar. This helps greaNy In keeping the
gate from warping or “racking” out at
the joints, The latch fastening, though
simple, Is effective. A slot Is cut
through the front upright of the gate
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ILANDY FARM GATE,

and the tongue of the lateh run through
It. A slot Is mortised in the post, as
shown In the [llustration, and the
tongue run In, which glves a  secure
fastening. The lateh or torgue is hung
from the bar of the gate by means of
two pleces of hard, smooth wood, bolted
together, with the tongue between the
lower ends. The bolt which runs
through the bar of the gate Is loose
enough to permit the tongue to be
pushed backward and forward when
the gate Is to be opened and closed.

Grow Alfalfa.

Conslderable has been sald in this de-
partment In favor of alfalfa and the
prediction Is now made that in less
than five years the farm where more or
less alfalfa is not grown will be an ex-
ception to the general rule. The only
possible objection that can be urged
against alfalfa is that it cannot be cut
for bay the first scason after sowing
the seed. This Is a silly objection, for
certainly one can afford to miss this cut-
ting If thercby they establish a per-
manent meadow that may be cut, after
the first year, several times during the
geason, It has been demonstrated that
the feeding value of alfalfa Is very
great, one authority claiming that i a
feeding test 06 prunds of alfalfa gave
the same returns as 100 pounds of
wheat bran.

Kceeping Butter,

Good butter will keep sweet for many
weeks when it Is placed dn a  crock
after being made into rol wrappec.
in strong cheesecloth or old muslin
and then covered with a brine strong
euough to bear up an egg. Saltpeter
and sugar may Le added to advantage
while the brine is still bot In the pro-
portion of a teaspoonful of the former
and a tablespoonful of the latter to ey-
ery four quarts, The brine must, how-
ever, not be poured upon the butter un-
til it is entirely cold.

Cabbage Hard on Boil,

Those who attempt to grow cabbage
on a large scale should bear In mind
that the crop uses up large quantities
of plant food and Is especially hard on
the potash In the soil. This being the
case It Is necessary to fertilize heavily
for cabbage, and especlally using pot-

Muriate of potash is {be best to
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use and the least expensive. Of course
other fertilizers should also be used. A
good plan s to use the stable product,
supplementing It with muriate of pot-
ash, and also to use heavy applications
of lime which releases the plant food
in the soll.

Principles of Pruning.

While the proper pruning of trees
will not, by any means, Insure thelr
fruitfulness, It will have more to do
with It than even experlenced orchard-
Ists think, It Is a lamentable fact that
not one man In ten knows how to
properly prune a fruiting tree; It is
also to be regretted that more frult
growers do not better understand that
proper pruning largely means yearly
pruning and not a general slaughter of
the limbs and twigs every three or
four years. This general practice sim-
ply means urging the tree to make a
heavy growth of wood which Is not
needed. In pruning, the experienced
orchardist cuts but slightly the strong
limbs, but wields his knife and shears
vigorously on the light brandhes and
twigs growing on the Inside and on
the underside of the tree. This Is the
general rule and most growers of ex-
perience practice It with all fruit
trees, although In recent years expert
frult growers seem Inclined to take
out the stronger wood on peach trees,
although this plan Is mainly to get the
tree headed low; still the peach often
requires different treatment from oth-
er orchard trees which may best be
determined by experiments with dif-
ferent plans, for while general prin-
ciples may be lald down It Is not pos-
sible to cover In such directlops local
conditions,

Crows and Corn,

My experlence Is that one cannot
keep crows from cornfields any ensler
or more surely than by stringing up
twine about the flelds, occasionally
adding a crossline. From my earllest
recollection this was our practice, and
we suffered very little from crows;
while our nelghbors, who depended on
searecrows, guns, tinware or corn
soaked In tar, came out much worse,
We always saved the twine from year
to year, as It has to come down with
the first cultivation, and it Is still
strong. As to watching a field with a
shotgun, It sometimes needs grit that
would go through a South African war,
especially If a colony of crows get it
“In" for a fleld. A neighbor two years
agoopenedsuch a campaign, and had to
shoot elghteen crows, fairly finishing
the entire flock, before what was left
of the fleld was saved. It Is safe to say
that the crop was a good many bushels
cut down by what was taken, even
then. 1 belleve In crows, as they live
on Insects and mice from preference;
but they must llve or die, and It pre-
ferred food Is not plentiful, they will
do crops harm. Better, then, adopt a
harmless way of driving them from
cornfields.—Correspondence Country
Gentleman.

A Sheep Record,

A Missourl sheep grower has made
a record which he thinks stands near
the top, If It Is not ahead of all others,
Last spring his forty-three Shropshire
ewes dropped elghty-five lambs, among
which were seven sets of triplets, twen-
ty-elght sets of twins and elght single
lambs.. He lost six by death, and killed
two for his personal use. The remain-
Ing seventy-seven lambs were let to run
on wheat and other pasture last fall,
and later were given about twenty
bushels of corn to put them In market-
able condition. When sold they aver-
aged 103 pounds each, and were report-
ed “fat as butter,” selling at $6.25, the
highest price In a year or more at Kan-
sas City. An Income of about $500 be-
slde the tvool from forty-three ewes
makes It look as If well-bred Shrop-
shire were a good kind of sheep to In-
vest In.—Amerlcan Cultivator,

Advantages of Lime,

Lime Is not a fertilizer In the sense
that the term Is generally understood,
Its best use Is to sweeten the soll al-
though it possesses great value because
of its action on the plant foods in the
soll, loosening them and making them
avallable. It Is this action that glves
some people the Impression that the
lime In itself 1s a fertilizer, Realizing
the actlon of llme on the plant fooda
In the soil It shounld rarely or never be
applied to sandy soll, for in such soll
the fertilizers are lost quickly enough
and the plant food Is easlly released by
nature. On clay solls an application or
say ten bushels of alr-slaked lime per
acre would doubtless be very beneficial
and one application in this quantity
should be enough for four or five years,
longer on solls that were well cultf-
vated and fertilized,

Use Fresh Eggs ?or Hatching,

Many of the poor hatches of chicks
are due to the eggs being kept too long
before thiey are given to the hen or
placed in the Incubator, Poultrymen
conslder four weeks about the lll;lll of
keeping eggs for hatehing, and when
kept for that period It must be In a
place where the temperature I8 be-
tween 45 and 50 degrees and the eggs
turned over twice a week., It kept In
the temperature named for two weeks
and during that period turned se\'omi
times, the eggs If fertile, will be all
right, but If the eggs can be set within
a4 week after they are laid, the results
Wil be better. Only the CEEs of normal
slze and shape should be used for
hatching, never the very large or very
amall eggs, nor those that are mis-
shapen,

Keep Pigs in Barn,

At'the Kansas station RIgs kept In a
warm barn during cold weather ate
more shelled corn and gaineq more—:
that Is, pigs In the open yarq ate 2,201
pounds of shelled corn ang gnlued'-ns
pounds; pigs kept in the barn ate 2,487
pounds of shelled corn anq gained 483
pounds. This I In line with 5 number

of experiments,
S

Better Crops, More Profit,
The Indications are that farme
do more reading and thinking this year
than ever before, The results \\'ll.l be
that they will raise better crops  and
make more profit. The tendency also
will be to have better Sustalned prices,
the result of the agitation and educa.
tion that are goIng on from geverul qi-
rections,

rs will

s i
Salt the Cows RGl’hllrly.
Sometimes for different reasons byt
ter after it comes will not gather read-
ily. Neglecting to salt the cowg regu-
larly will sometimes produce this
effect. Keeplog the milk or cream unti)
At 1s too old Is & very common cause,
SBowetimes too mueh wheat op barley
chop as 8 feed Wil e the cayse,
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LIVING IN THE COUNTRY.

Ome Gains Advantages and Escapes &
Multitude of Obligations,

If you get ever so rich, what dB you
do?* Buy a farm somewhere. If you
have the root of a good matter In you,
you will want to poultice a worn splirit
from time to time with healing alrs
and the restful scenes of the country.
It you get ever so poor, what do you
@o? Work harder, probably, If you are
it to do anything and can find any-
thing to do. Kut If you have a splrit
of the requisite fiber, and have come to
Just the requisite degree of Impecunl-
osity, and clreumstances and your ex-
perience of life favor It, you go and
live In the country. You can live very
cheaply In the country If you choose,
and possess your soul In complete In-
dependence, and wear your old clothes
with a cheerful spirit,

You will be quit of a host of obliga-
tlons to fashion, to soclety, which may
vex and ress you In town, for the
price of saperfivities Is by far the big-
gest item [n the cost of ordinary living.
You will miss opportunities, too, but
not all opportunity. You will llve face
to face with nature, You will be able
to say your prayers In peace, and de-
velop the spiritual side of you, If you
have any, with only the smallest con-
cern about landlords, grocers, or ral-
ment. There are no taxes of any eon-
sequence in the country; think of that!
The greatest luxury you get there Is
time, and the next greatest are sights
and sounds and smells. If you have
thoughts to thinkp the country glves
you a great chance to think them. It
you have books to read, you can read a
lot of them In the country, even with
kerosene at 11 cents a gallon.

On the other hand, If you bhave
money to spend, what a chance to
spend It the country offers you! Gar-
dens, cows, horses, houses, stables,
roads, milk at a dollar a gallon If you
like, sheep, and dogs, and, most of all,
children. It Is no trouble at all to
spend $50,000 a year on roads alone, If
only you start with a falrly sharp land-
bunger and push out your borders
with due energy. You can get more
for your money In roads than In dia-
monds or plctures, and roads are a
permanent Investment. They don't
burn down; you don't have to keep
them insured; you don't have even to
keep them clean, for If you bulld them
well, let the weeds grow never so
thick on them, the roads will be there
still. And once you put your money
Into them, It stays. You can never get
It out, nor can any one else. You can
not even be taxed adequately on them,
for no assessor presumes to see much
value In a rond. Indeed, a very large
sum of money can be hid In a country
place where the assessors won't find
It—In water plpes, dralns, and such
things.—Harper's Magazine,

TREE STOLE SHEEP’S HORNS.

r

Firmly imbedded In a tree, a section
of which has been sent to the Smith-
sonlan Institution, are both horns of a
moufllon or Rocky Mountain sheep.
The horns must have gotten there so
long ago that the tree has ~grown
around them. The section was taken
at some distance from the ground, and
the conjecture that someone placed the
borns In the crotch of the tree does not
seem at all likely. It scems more prob-
able that the animal was caught by
the horns In this position In one of Its
prodiglous leaps from the cliff above.

Messages to a Druggist.

A Philadelphla druggist has made the
following collection of amusing m!s-
slves that bhave been sent to him from
time to thmne:

“l have a cute paln In my baby’s
stummlick. Please give bearer some-
thing to cure It.”

“My little girl has eat up a lot of but-
tons. Please send a nemetic by the
enclosed boy.”

“Deer doctor a dog bit my child on
the leg please send some cork plaster
and cutter eyes.”

“Please send by bearer one postal
card. Also kindly give bearer, my son,
some llcorice root.”

“Deer doctor wot Is good for tirefoy
fever send some quick I got It.”

“Let my Johnny have a glass of sody
water. 1 wul come wyself but 1 am
washing. P. 8. the tive cents is for the
sody water."”

“If you can fill the enclosed prescrip-
tion for twenty-five cents, do so. If
not, return by bearer.”

New Way 10 Make Writers.

“Dis boy,” explained the old colored
farmer, “wants to be a writer—lak
dem what writes de ‘Politic’s Prog-
ress,' en de ‘Robinson Crowso.’”

The black pickaninny stood In the
corner, fumbling with his frayed hat-
brim,

“Well, what evidence has he given
of It? Has lie ever written anything?”

*No, suli; he ean't write he name.
Dat's what 1 fotch 'Im up hear fer—
ter make a writer er 'im! He ’lows
mebbe you could sorter beat It Inter
‘im—des frall 'im out, lak, 'twell he tuk
ter it nachul! He already been hit
glde de head wid a dictionary, an de
bigges' sort er words is been runnin’ in
his head ever since! 1 think dat ef
you'd lamm "im roun' wid some er dem
books you got dar he'd fetch up all
right. Hit's my hones' beliefs dat all
dat boy needs Is a fair showin’, en he'll
sprise de worl'!"—Atlanta Constitution,

Yellow Glasses.

Hitherto workmen and others who
had to bear very strong white light in
thelr work or profession have been In
the habit of wearing blue zlasses to
relleve their eyes from the possibility
of being blinded. This is the case with
sallors who operate the powerful
searchlights that are now so necessary
an adjunct to the war vessels and com-
merclal craft, especially If thelr eyes
happen té be blue or gray. But re-
cently it has been demonstrated that
yellow-colored glasses will serve thelr
purpose better, and It Is expected that
they will be used‘hereafter.

Telephones in Europe.
Western Europe will soon have as
somplete a long-distance telephone ser~
rico 18 *' Tinlted States now have,
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How to Check the Beef Trust.

Hit the beef trust through the tariff,
Representative McDermott has made d
beginning by Introducing a resolution
Instructing the Ways and Means Com-
mittee of the House to report a bill to
remove the duty on beef. But the reso-
lution does not go far enough. The du-
ties should be taken off mutton and
pork and everything eatable in which
the beef trust deals.

Inquirles instituted by Attorney Gen-
eral Knox to ascertain whether or not
the beef trust has gone outside the lnw
in its operations will amount to noth-
ing. The people can be robbed under
the forms of lnw quite as effectually as
when those forms are defied. Suppose
it should be found that the beef trust
has been proceeding (llegally In some
particulars, what will it do? Just fol-
low the example of the Standard Oll
and other trusts and reorganize in von-
formity with the statutes.

It Is hard that monopolists should be
able by any means to ralse the prices
of food at will, as the beef trust does.
But it is intolerable that the govern-
ment should help these exploiters of
the people by protecting them against
the one thing that is fatal to monopoly
—competition. By levying dutles on
forelgn beef, mutton and pork the gov-
ernment employs the power of federal |
Iaw In the interest of the beef trust. |
That I8, the government becomes a}
partner of the beef trust—not a partner
in its profits, but a partner who stands |
around with a tariff gun to keep nrr;
anybody who wants to undersell the |
trust.

Will the people of the Unted States, |
all of whom must eat, and all of whom, |
therefore, are being robbed by the beel
trust, continue to endure this partner-
ship between the government and their
despollers?

Off with the dutles! The remedy forl
the thieving prices to which the neces-
saries of life have been forced up l))'i
the tariff-shielded monopolists lles with
Congress.

The Republican party Is in full oou-}
trol of House and Senate and has the
Presidency. Therefore the Republican !

party has plenary and immediate po\\'clr:
over the tariff, to alter It as it chooses, |

Monopdly which corners the neces-|
garles of life deserves no favor at !hol
hands of the government. Tariff fa-|
vors to the beef trust are favors to cold- |
blooded and systematle oppressors and
plunderers of the poor. Let the people
demand of Congress that it strip the
beef trust of tarlff protection, and do it
at once.—Chicago American.

Secretary Root Should Resign.

The damaging evidence of atroclties
In the Philippines has been In Secre-
tary Root's hands—In the report of Ma-
jor Gardner, civil Governor of the
Tayabas—since early in February. This
report was not only held from publi-
catlon by the Secretary, but was con-
cealed from the committee of the Sen-
ate Investigating the very matter con-
cerned. Had not General Miles forced
the hand of the Secrelary the very ex-
istence of this testimony would  not
have been suspected. Secretary Root's
usefulness is at an end, He has for-
felted the confidence of the public.
Will he retire gracefully or will he re-
peat the painful experience of his pre-
decessor, Alger?—Boston Post,

Trouble in Roosevelt's School.

The Presldent”has ordered General
Fred Funston to hold his tongue. What
Is the matter with the administration
school? The boys are all out of or-
der. The head master finds It neces-
sary to box somebody's ears every day
or two, but discipline doesn’t seem to
improve, The boys simply would not
keep still. Unless the head master
succeeds better In keeping order a
change will become necessary. No
school can be run without some kind
of diseipline. The author of the San-
tingo round robin will have to sup-
press the spirit of mutiny and restore
the old-fashloned respect for authority.
—St. Louls Post-Dispatch.

Wrong Once, Wrong at All Times,

It Is announced that at a conference
of the Republican leaders of both
houses at Washington it was declded
to shelve the ship subsidy bill passed
by the Renate. It Is not doubted that
the bill could be put through If made a
party measure, but it Is said to be the
majority opinlon that “it would be bet-
ter to allow It to go over until after the
Congressional elections.” This Is prob-
ably a prudent decision, but it raises
the question: If the subsidy blll is
right and just why not pass It now?
If It Is wrong and unjust why plan to
pass It after getting a new lease of
power?—New York World.

New Official Is Handicapped,

The auspices under which the young
Kansas poet enters upon the duties of
pension commissioner are all unfavor-
able. He Is selected to fill the place of
a capable and honest otficial, who s re-
moved because he was honest and capa-
ble enough to make his honesty of some
value in the service of the people. He
Is backed by an element whose very
antagonism has been a decoration of
honor to the objects of their enmity, and
he comes from a State In which that
element has obtalned an ascendancy In
the affairs of his party.—Rochester Her-
ald.

Where the Poor Man Can Protest,

Bvery time there is an advance In the
price of foodstuffs a nall Is added to
the coffin prepared for future Repub-
lican political hopes. It I8 not neces-
sary to argue whether or not as to the
justice of this course. The Republicans
have been in power for years; the trusts
have grown up under their rule; they
make the tariff laws that have fostered
the trusts; the polls are the only remedy
for a poor man who can no longer afford
meat and the party In power must take
the responsibility. — Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

The Issues for 1004,

Unless weread the signs of the times
altogether Incorrectly all efforts to
make antl-imperialism the paramount
Issne will fall, although It will be an
Important Issue. On the tariff reform
proposition all Democrats can get to-
gether, no matter how widely they
split in 1806. And when they get to-
gether on a sane platform they will be
re-enforced by thousands of Republi-
cans who now see the error of thelr
f\rotcctlon ways-‘Toledo Bee,

) —_—

"‘ Would Improve the Senate.
Depew follows the lead of Senator

unfavorably affect the character of the
Senate and Is therefore an obnoxlous
tnnovation, There is no more danger
in electing Kenators by popular vote In
States with llmited franchise than
there is in electing represenfatives.
Whatever change the amendment
would make in the character of the
Senate would be for the better.—Port-
land Oregonian.
Pleas Upset by the Facts,

Itisurgedthat the United States must
pay a sutlicient subsidy to encourage
the trust to build Its vessels at home,
otherwise it will buy forelgn shipyards
and bulld them abroad. The plea is
made that It costs more to bulld a ves-
sel here, and much more to operate it
under Ameriean laws. If it costs so
much more to bulld vessels here why
do Russla and Japan place orders in
American yards? As to the difference
In cost of operation it has not been no-
ticed that there has been an Influx of
foreign seamen upon Ameriean steam-
ers  In  consequence.—Pittsburg  Dis-
pateh.

Destruction the Only Treatment.,

The solution of the truet problem will
be provided once the intelligence of the
American people I8 thoroughly aroused
to the necessity of grappling with this
great evil, It Is not to be “controlled,”
because give the selfish few an ell and
they will take a mile. Give them the
power to organize In “communities of
Interest” led by “captains of industry”
and when the people become thorough-
Iy aroused they will loosen the screws
a bit only to tighten them up again
when the people once more slumber,
Destruction, na regulation, Is the rem-
edy for the trusts,.—Omaha World-Her-
ald.

The Pcople Will Be Aroused,

So long as the trusts confined their
operations to such commoditics ns steel
and Iron, glass, oll, manufactured ar-
ticles of varlous kinds and other pro-
ducts that affected but a limited num-
ber of people or the majority but slght,
Iy, the people have been patient, but
et these combines continue thelr en-
cronchments on staples of food required
by all the people, dictating the supply
and arbitrarily fixing prices, and the
government will find itself face to face
with a situation that has not been
paralleled in gravity In the history of
the republic.—Rochester Herald,

One-third of Them in Revolt,

The Republican party has been so
anxious to have an elective opposition
that It has developed one within its own
ranks. With more than one-third of the
Republican membership of the House
deliberately voting to defeat the wishes
of the organization and of the President
himself what is left of the far-famed
“RRepublican discipline?’ After four
months of unremitting effort to devise a
measure of Cuban legisiation consistent
with party harmony, we see the party
torn In two and the legislation further
off from cnnetment than ever.—New
York Evening Post.

British and American Food Taxes.

The beef trust and the dalry trust
could not keep the retall prices of meat
and butter at their present extortionare
helght if It were not for the fencing In
of the home market for them by the
import duties. So that In fact the dally
food of the Amerlcan people Is taxed
much more heavily than that of the
British. The chief difference is that the
British food taxes will yield revenue
that is needed to the government; our
food taxes yield next to nothing to the
government and simply bleed the peo-
ple to fatten the trusts.—St. Louls Post-
Dispatch.

e
Day of Reckoning Will Come.

Times. are good and the Americans
are long-suffering. For the time belng
the politiclans may tind it safe to fool
the people by juggling with the trust
question, But should there come a
general business depression the party
In power would have to give a strict
account of its stewardship. Nelther
the party that had permitted them to
usurp unlimited power nor the trusts
themselves could expect to escape un-
scathed from the ordeal.—Philadelphia
North Amerlcan,

Urging the Wrong Remedy,
Republican papers all over the coun-
try have been advising the people to
curtail thelr consumption of food as a
method of fighting the trusts, but what
Republican paper has urged the Repub-
lican Congress to remove the tariff on
trust products? What Republean pa-
per has urged the administration to en-
force the federal anti-trust lnw in every
digtrict throughout the United States
wherever that law was beiug violated?
—Omahg World-Herald,

The Beginning of n Reform,

Tarifl revision Is declared to be In the
air In Congressional circles at Wash-
ington and undoubtedly got a great
send-off in the vote of the House on the
Cuban bill, on which sixty-two Repub-
licans put themselves on record In fa-
vor of removing the Dingley tariff on
refined sugar. It Is believed to be the
beginning of an effort within the Re-
publican party to make a general re-
vision of the Dingley schedules.—Pitts-
burg Post.

The Stock Ticker Again Working,

It looks as if the sugar trust would
again become a Congressional football,
There was a time when the wide fluctu-
ations in the quotations for the stock
on account of Congressional action with
regard to sugar enabled the statesmen
in Washington to speculate advantage-
ously In sugar and this cutting off the
differential gives them another chance.
There's still a stock ticker In the cap-
itol.—Boston Herald.

Cheap Beef Easily Obtainable.

There 18 a duty of $3.75 a head on
cattle worth not more than $14 o head
and of 2734 per cent on cattle valued at
a higher price. The repeal of the duty
would bring in cheap Mexiean cattle to
restock the Western ranges, and It
would let In Canadian cattle ready for
the butcher.—Boston Herald.

Between Friends.

Fair Critlc—Some one has insinuated
that you stole the plot of your last
novel,

Young Novellst—Well—er—would you
blame me If such were the case?

Falr Critic—I certalnly would. If it
Wwas necessary to steal one you should
have stolen a good one,

Hoar !» +he eronmiless “tan that
to ele

¢ 4o not advance,—Gibbon.

SMALL BUT GOOD TEACHER.

Young Illinois Schoo'ma’am Only =
Little Over Four Feet Tall.

Teaching In one of the largest coun-
ty schools In Illinois is Miss Lena Ar-
nold, a petite and pretty young woman
whose stature is just above four feet.
She enjoys the distinction of being the
smallest schoolma'am in the country
and has the reputation also of belng
one of the best, She presides over the
scholars at the Rhodes school, five
miles east of Alta I’ass, in Union coun-
ty. Many of her puplls are much
larger than she, yet she rules with a
firm hand and directs the young mind
In the way it should grow with a skill
fully satisfying the school directors,
and there Is no recollection of a time
when she did not.

The fact of the matter s that the
country school of this day is not the
country school of another. The trucu-

lent gladiators of the countryside who
waged war on the teacher as an Igor-

rote wages war on people who wear
clothes has been long away.

In the seat of the erstwhile teacher
trouncer sits now a youth that even
this little lady from Lilliput may
rule. He will build the fire for her.
He will sweep the schoolroom for her.
He will wind the clock and operate the
windows, and there Is no big or little
thing to serve her that he will not
count it his good pleasure to do,

Miss Arnold boards at a farmhouse
near the school. There Is a creek be-
tween and recently this creek was
swollen after a raln. The little school-
ma'am could not cross at the usual
ford. So she called upon her boys. A
couple of them lifted her between
them and splashed across with her,
setting her down high and dry, and Sir
Walter Raleigh did not spread his
cloak for the queen's sake with a bet-
ter grace than these young gentlemen
wet thelr feet that the little school-
teacher might keep her own dry. Lit-
tle men rule the world. Look out for
the little woman!

FLAGS AT THE CAPITOL,
When and How the National Emblems
Arc Put at Half-Mast.

The flylng of flags over the capitol
at half-mast is regulated by the strict-
est rules. Whenever these flags are
seen floating down the staff Is a sure
indication that a Vice President, Sena-
tor or Representative Is lying dead, or
that the action Is taken in response to
a presidentinl proclamation ordering
flags on public buildings at half-mast
in respect to the memory of some
promivent official of the government
who has passed away.

When the sergeant-at-arms of the
Henate or House of Representatives
learns of the death of a member of
eltber of those bodies they at once or-
der that the flags over the Senate
chamber and Hall of Representatives
be half-masted. This is often done be-
.for the houses of Congress themselves
are officially notified of the death. A
good deal of discretion s exercised In
the manner of placing the news of a
death of this kind officlally before the
Senate or the House. Upon such an
announcement It I8 customary for the
houses to adjourn In respect to the de-
ceased Senator or Representative, and
In order that current business may not
be stopped early in the day the an-
nouncement ‘s generally made just be-
fore the houses are ready to conclude
their day's work,

Oficers of the Senate and House,
when they fly the flags at half-mast in
response to a proclamation by the
President, regard their action as one
of courtesy, as they do not recognize
the power of the President to order
Congress to do anything except to as-
semble In extraordinary session, They
have always responded to the requests
of such proclamations. It would be a
nice question if one could Imagine that
it could ever be ralsed to know to
what extent the President’s authority
would allow him to order flags at half-
mast on the capitol. While his author-
ity would not extend over the employ-
es of the Senate and House, yet the
capitol for many years was In fact
controlled exclusively by him so far
as the care of the building is con-
cerned, and the superintendent of the
building is to-day appointed by him
without confirmatory action o the
part of the Senate.

As a matter of fact, the capitol has
for years been under the direct con-
Arol of the committees on appropria-
tions of the two houses of Congress,
but that control has been accorded
them by the failure of the President
to give any orders Mo the architect or
more lately to the superintendent of
the capitol. If he should order that
official to fly flags over the capitol at
half-mast and the order should be dls-
obeyed he would have power to dis-
miss him and appoint some one else in
his place without the concurrence of
either branch of Congress, except so
far as the appropriation for the offi-
clal's salary would be involved.

These are practically moot questions,
says the Washington Star, but they
occeasionally form Interesting subjects
for fireside talks when flags are half-
masted In response to presidentlial
proclamations.

A Reform Idea.

“My aunt Is awfully fussy since she
Joined the Woiman's Reform Club.,”

“In what way?"”

“She scolded me roundly for giving
up wmy seat in the car to a woman
younger than myself.”

“But how were you to tell about thelr
ages?"

*“That's what I asked my aunt.”

“What did she say?”

“She told me not to get up at all,”—
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Wealth in Platinum Mines.

“We are all going to be millionaires
out In my State,” sald Seuator Clark
of Wyoming. *“Not only have we dis-
covered oll, but In a copper mine, as
I learn from a letter I recelved to-day,
a vein of pure platinum has been dis-
covered, It is the only Instance of the
kind on the United States.,” Platinum
is worth a great deal more than gold,

An Amazon.
Among a band of revolutionists wha
recently fought with Turkish troops .
near Monastir was a woman dressed as

# man,  She was killed Iy tho Oghting
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