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At daybreak a Cireassian outpost in
sight of the walls of Gredskov halted
2 grotesque and travel worn creature,
apparently demented, yet with  wit
cuough to know his own business, and
Gfier brief questioning sent him into
e elty under guard of a single man to
find Captuin Varnek, for whom he as.
soited that he had an important mes-
&ajie,

it Darreil had declared that his bust-

have been looked upon as the custom-
ary delusion of o “crank,” and had he
slown the Princess Vera's order at
such an carly stage of the proccedings
other hands than his would probably
have delivered it.  Therefore he lhiad
named Varnek, the officer who lhad
been charged with his excention, whom
Korna had described as a friend—cer-
tainly a man devoted to the khan and
well suited to be Darrell's intermediary
in this matter.

It appeared, however, when they
were within the clty that Captain Var-
nek was not sn easy man to find. Dar-

rell's gv'. (s directed here and there
with t 3t posltiveness In each
case, I S wrongly, and Darrell
was o t of attempting dircet
* Comii with Kilziar when the
proui ived In an unexpected
manii
In the - sace beside the prison a
great crowe oas gathered, and as Dar-
rell and L:! wd passed in the course

of thelir senich they heard the sound of
music and saw in the midst of the
throng a considerable body of troops
drawn up in hollow square. T'wo tall
timbers with a crossbhar on top scemed
to deflne most dismally the occasion of |
this gathering. |

“An execution?” asked Darrell. “For
what crime?"”

“I heard the fellow had.assisted the
scape of @ prisoner condemned by or-
er of the prince,” was the reply. “He
sed to be a turnkey In that prison.”
“DIid you hear his name?” !
“Kevski, or something like that,” an-
swered the man indifférently.

“They will hang him?' exclaimed
Darrell in horror at the fate of this
man to whom le owed his own life,

“By the feet,” replied the soldier. *1

belleve there's some idea of getting a
confession out of him, and when you
g @ man by the neck he hasn't so
much time to think the matter over. I
could never understand why people
should want to gee such a thing.” And
he pointed to the crowd with n ges-
ture of contempt that did him much
credit.
(“Parrell was already breaking through
the crowd, and in half a minute he had
come up to the thin line of soldlers by
which it was restralned. At that mo-
ent the unfortunate Ievskl was
olsted up, his feet bound together, the
rope by which he was supported being
made fast between them. IHe swung
at first but little clear of the ground,
his hands bound behind his back, Lis
body slowly twirling on the rope.

This barbarity 18 not uncommon in
that reglon, and it has o terrifying cle-
ment of uncertainty, for the amount of
torture inflicted by It can never be
known In advance, since it depends
upon the endurance of the individual.
Men have lved incredibly long and
have endured Indescribable torments,
while others have passed beyond pain
in a few minutes.

It I8 always a new wonder to the
most experienced that such a spectacle
can be glven the agpeet of an enter-
talnment, yet here was the band bray-
Ing as If to gather spectators for a |
mountebank's performance, and here
were the people striving for the best
places, Jests were far easier to hear
than expressions of sympathy, though
these citlzens of Gredskov, bred under
an alien rule, had no knowledge of pub-
lie punishments for justice's sake, but
only as the cruelties of an irresponsible
tyrant.

The band ceased with a rattle of
brass, and the next instant Darrell was
inside the llne of soldlers, holding to
his 1ips the pipes of Musef, from which
there scemed to Issue a shrill and lvely
tune, The thing was so quickly done
that no one raised a hand to stop him
as he began to march with a érazy dig-
nity In the direction of the musiclans,
The crowd laughed, the soldlers walted
for an order, and the oflicers, secing no
harm done; hesitated to give it.

*You do not play so badly,” sald Dar-
rell, lowering his pipe and addressing
the leader of the band, “but my musie
18 much more popular.”

He waved his hand In the direction
of the crowd, which rewarded him
with cheers and laughter. The band-
master turned an eye upon the colonel

horse In that direction. e was a man
of jovial aspect, and lLe secmed to be
somewhat the worse for liguor. Dar-
rell Judged him to be not averse to this
comedy and was not decelved when
the officer, with a great afectation of
wrath, waved his naked sword over the
piper's head and then brought it down
with o wide sweep to light, flatwlise, on
the offender’s back. It was hot a very
safe trick, far the Circassian swords
are sharp s razors,

- “Upon my word,” exclaimed the offi-
cer, observing that Darrell did not even
wink, “you don't scare caslly!"

“I haven't sense enough,” responded
Darrell. “Only the wise are afraid;
the others are soldlers.”

“You mean that soldlers are fools?"”
demanded the officer, grasping this
simple jest with some difliculty and

of it.

“Not those that wear swords,” re-
sponded Darrell. “It is wlise to order
other men to fight; the folly is in obey-
ing. And, by the way, that I8 a very
fine sword of yours.” -

“What do you know about swords,
madman?’ demanded the oflicer.

“More than yairself,” peplied Darrell,
“begging-vour excellencys pardon, for
o1 sword ‘thut

n can't.”

“You are a boaster!” cried the

ising his<weapon.

‘I will prove my words,” answered
rrell. “Can you play a tune upon a
ord?"

‘No; nor any other man,” retorted
; colonel, -

[ can play upon a sword as well as
this pipe,” answered Darrell. “If
« don’t Lelieve me, lend me yours.”
his cool proposition excited laughter
ng the spectators who were near

ugh to hear It and also considerable
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then, will answ
Darved, sud, widli ¢
confui

the s

vaneed U with some message for his
superior,

The man, utterly nmazed and perbaps
alarmed, started back, and before he
had  vecovered  Dinself Darrell  bad

d the sword to his lips {in the man-
rof o flute and was piping in a way
thint might have e o higher type
of audicnce. The nel pestrained the
ed captain with a gestare and 1is.
1 with a drunken wonder that, In
desporate  clrewmmstances, would

aftorded  Darrell much amuse-

Lave
nient,

Suddenly  the  wretched prisoner,
swinging hy the rope, uttered his first
ery, o long and pitiable se
what mizhit have been 1
deed, Darrell had expected it o
He turned, with an affectation
wrath.

“I can't be interrupted in this way!”
he ceried, springing toward the
tured man,

It 13 probable that overy one expocted
to see the supposed me ¢ still Kov-
gkl's cry by pilunging the sword into
his body. The colonel had time to eall
out:

“Don't strike! Upon your own life"—

And then, before his horse could re-
spond to the spurs, he saw the eazed
musietan leap up and sover with a blow
the rope by which Kevekl was sus-

of

tor-

“Lon't strike! Upon yowr awn life!”
1 U

pended. The man fell upon his back,
for his head had been drawn up and,
the distance being so short, sustained
no injury.

Darrell dropped the sword and, selz-
ing the pipes that had dangled by a
cord around his neck, hroke them across
his knee. 1t was all done In less than
a second, e clisped the disarmed
captain, the first' man to reach him,
around the body with a grip that near-
Iy stopped the heart under his ribs
and held before his eyes with the free
hand the order of the khan, taken from
the broken pipes.

“I am the Kkhan's messenger,” he
whispered. “Ay order concerns this
man.'  And then aloud, “The scal of
the khan!"

Hearing the words and beholding the
paper in Darrell’s hand and hnpressed
also by the sudden change {n his tone
and manner, the soldiers that had
seized him offerced bim no great vio-
lence, but held him while the captain
took Vera's order and gave it to the

| colonsl.

He recognized the seal, battered
though it was, and for some seconds
he hesitated what course to pursue.

“If you would win the fayvor of the
khan,” sald Dareelly “you wiil discon-
tinue the punishment of this man.
The prince will be satisfled when you
inform him that the American, Dar-
rell, arrived in Viadikaunkas yesterday
morning.

“You are sure of this?"”

“Absolutely,” replied Darrell, “and
you may please the prince further with
the information that the American has
antirely lost the khan's favor."”

“You secm to know many things,”
sald the colonel, bending down from
the horse and looking closely Into Dar-
rell’s face; then to a subordinate and
pointing to Kevsk!: “Put that man un-
der guard. This one goes with me be-
fore the prince.”

CHAPTER XVI.
A MESSAGE FIOM PARIS,

T was the colonel who
5 delivered Vera's order
to Kilziary, and tho
ince honored the

ssenger with only
o glance, Darrell had
takén palns upen the
way to headquarters
to inform his captor
cioronghily regarding the Russian force
thut had ant in e n Viadikaukas
and Gredskov. As the colonel natural-
 desived to occupy the center of the
stage Darrell obtained the obscure po-
sition that he cr .

The prince read the order, smiling,
and he scemed to honor tfie colonel
with only a small fraction of his atten-
ticn, except when the news about Dar-
rell was disclosed. At this Kilziar
tuined to the me nger and asked a
few sharp questions, to which Darrell
replied that the facts were to be relled
upon, but that he could not tell why
the Ameriean had lost favor with the
princess.  Iie had overheard Darrell
talking to hlmself, cursing his folly and
lamenting his misfortune, Klziar could
not conceal his satisfaction, but he
bridled his curlosity. No wmore quos-
tions were asked, and presently the
eudience was over.

Darrell found himself quite free, and

he resumed the search for Varnek,
whom he encountered hnlf an hour late
er as the captain was about to mount
his horsg in frout of a smithy whera
the beast Lizd been shod. It seemed
best to trost this man fuily, and Dar-
1) diselosed his identity to him at the
Jyarnek was amazed at the
story.
S % meo your friend,” he
Korpa's wish is sufli-
3zh that's not an
open secret In this campe

“I Judge,” re:
you are not Ic
much more diseree

“As to the matter of dlscretiv 41! Hot what evil for you. But I am con-
% J
0 TSRS e

|
|

< _said, leaning toward her, “and 1 know

L “You disobc)jc_d my order in going,”

Varnek, “you may
been shrewd in
injudicious in hi

worights,. Korna has
Hscovering facts,

1o of them."”

“In other words, d Darrell, “ho
has seen through i ', but has bheen
so unwise as to let Kilziar know it."”

Varnck nodded affivmatively. !

“I ride out with the advance guard,”
gald he, after a brief pause. “General
Durban leads, with a couple of cavalry |
reghments. 1 think I can arrange to |
have you go along."” |

“You could not do me a greater fa- |
vor,” answered Darrell.

“Walt here,” sald the eaptaln, as he |
swung himself into the saddle.

Within twenty minutes he was back
aguin, leading a good horse,

“We start at once,” he sald. “Tha
general I8 very glad to have you with
us,’ !

Wihen they passed through the north- |
ern  gate Gredskov  and  swung
around the long curve in the road Dar-
rell hiad o chance to survey the foree.
appeared that two regiments of Cir- |
an eavaley meant about 700 horse- |

They were well mounted, and |
the speed which they maintained, up |
hill and down dale, astonished the!
American, though he had seen some
Lnred viding,  And it was not the pace |
alone that surprised him,
not comprehiend the advantage of rid- |
Ing 80 fast when it was obvious that |
thelr supporting regiments
left many miles in the rear. i

About 1 o'clock thiey came in sight
of a scouting party of the cnemy, with
whom a few lneffeetual shots were ex-
changed, the little squad of Russians
galloplog away in a cloud of dust. The
i cavalry  then  proceeded
slowly, finally halting as If to wait for
support, The second regiment, which
had fallen somewhat belind, presently
came up, and the advance was resuin-
ed, but there was no sign of another
foree.

They came into range of some Rus-
sians posted on top of a hill, dislodged
them without difficulty and gained the
summit, from which they saw the Rus-
siun army moving to the westward, al-
ready past the mpain road, except for
thelr rear guard, which was covering
the retreat.

General Durban did not seem to be
especially Interested. Te sat on horse-
back, the picture of calm, for about
half an hour, at the end of which pe-
riod there appeared In the distance the

advance guard of a Circassian force
out of Viadikaukas. There was evi-
dence of excitement, and presently

about a thousand men were rushed up,
amnd the Russian rear guard was dis-
lodged, half the Gredskoyv cavalry join-
ing in the pursuit.

Darrell did not ride with this attack,
for hie had percelved the Princess Vera
and her stall on a hill overlooking the
scene of these mancuvers.  When the
way was clear, an officer galloped
across, with orders for the general
commanding to report to her. He did
50 In person, and Darrell accompanied
him.

The princess was on horscback, upon
an animal that was a picture of grace
and a bundle of nerves. A splendid
horsewoman was Vera, and a glorious
gight to the eye; bat, though she rode
astride, booted, spurred and armed, she
was not the least bit of an amazon.
She seemed to be in a royal rage, and
Darrell was not surprised.

“Where is the rest of the force?” she
demanded of the general. “Why are
they not there In the west, holding
these Russians in o trap?”?

“I know of no other force from
Gredskoy,” 1gplied the general, I was
sent out with two regiments of cavalry
and orders to proceed along the main
road to Viadikaukas until met by a
detachment of your troops."

Vera seemed to find words inade-
quate, Suddenly she caught sight of
Darrell, who had succeeded during the
first halt in ridding himself ‘of bhis
beard, and was thus recognizable. She
summoned him with a gesture.

“How do you come to be here?” she
demanded,

“I took your order to Prince Kilziar,”
he replied.

“He recelved ft,
delivered ?”

Darrell bowed.

then? You saw it

slie sald.

woExecllency,” be answered, “I was
afrald the ‘others. might not got
ThrOUZTY. ™ R S e

“Surely some of them did so.” And
ghe glanced In surprise from Darrell to
the gencral.

“We received no other word from
your cxcelleney except through this
man," gald the soldier simply.

“And what did Prince Kilziar say to
you?" asked Vera, turning to Darrell.

“As to the order, nothing,” he replied.

“As to what, then?"

“He asked me if it were true that an
American named Darrell had come to
Viadikaukas, secking the khan's pro-
tectlon, and had then been so unfortu-
nate as to lose your excellency’s fa-
vor, and I replied that such were the
facts."”

“Your Information was not altogeth-
cr accurate,” sald Vera, Then, turning
to an oflicer, she gave orders for the
recail of the troops engaged in the use-
less pursult of the Russians.

The cavalry {rom Gredskov were
called up as an escort, and the princess
set out for Viadikaukas. Darrell would
have fallen to the rear, but Vera sum-
moned him to her side,

“I would hear your oplnfon of this,”
she sald abruptly.

“As to the small force sent by the
prince?” inquired Darrell. “He s a
good soldier, as you have often sald.
He learned from my report to his ofli-
cer that o half dozen messengers be-
sldes myself had been sent, and he
rightly judged that most of them had
fallen into the hands of the enemy.
Though your order was In ecipher, e
Russinns would surely find some way
of Interpreting it, and they would ex-
pect an overwhelming force from Gred-
skov. Thorefore, as the co-operation
for the taking of Vladikaukas had fail-
ed them, they would prepare for re-
treat, slipping around that city, and at
the sight of a force of cavalry, appar-
ently the advance guard of an army,
they would quit this field, which is ex-
actly what has happened.”

“Still T do not understand,” sald
Vera.

“If he had sent a stronger force,”
replied Darrell, “you would have heen
encouraged to attempt to hold Viadi-
kaukas and would have again ordercd
the advance of his army. Now you
cannot do It.  You will be foreed to rall
back upon Gredskov, which Is what he
desires.”

“But why move southward?"’
persisted. “Why retreat?”

“I would not like to give an opinion,”
answered Darrell. “To my poor view
Gredskov Is a trap. The Russian
forces moving up from Tiflls will hold

the other end of the pass, and the body
we have Just dislodged, jolned by the
much larger army which has been de-
layed, will move down from the north
to besiege us.” -

“With what result?”

“Vera, it means defeat for us,” ho

she

{ that day, but shortly after r

He could | b

must be |
|t

S NVIELE T N

Leni 1o share your fate since 1 am un-
abie to avert it, for of course I cannot
perstuade you to strike westward with
such force as you can command and
Cut your way back to your own coun-
L1 WL $
“You are a gloomy prophet,
sald, “I will find a better way.”
“God grant It!" he replied fervently,
as the princess touched her horse with
the spur and rode abead to join her
oflic:
1y

she

Al had no more speech with her
hing
Viadikaukas he received a small sealed

{ packet from her by the hands of Kor-
| na.

It contalned this note in Freuch,
beginning  without any form of ad-
dress:

The iInclosed is from the American consul in
Sta SR o) to one of wmy men,
wh d yosterday V. &

fval § tnes

There was also the following from
the consul: -

I have been urged by Mr. Robert
and 1 may add by my
neither effort nor e
the mystery of your disappearance

to get some trace of you. My
that you were ch
, known as Sergius

so!
clty an:
sult has been o n

with beir
but there

h person,  This 1 have from the
und 1 know he is sincere. It
rs that you were with the
st8; ceven that you had taken
part in that uprising. Upon the merest
1 send this copy of a tel am arriving
Y The furthe v promise

re not yet at hand. A ¥ depend
upe ¥ to guard your property and intercsts
here to the best of my at ility.

Here followed the usual expressions
of respeet and the signature of the con-
sul, Julinn Lingard.

Finally there was the telegram, ex-
pressed in these words:

Have learned L. was in pay of Gorski’s rela-

tives.  Had strong pull with G. and assisted in
matrimonisl s Recelved  revolver, N
doubt it is th Torn document {3 fo

nuine,  Counter-
end details by mail, R. G,
Darrell read these words, and the
blood tingied in his veins.
“Heaven send Ivan Getchikoff this
way!"” he said,

CHAPTER XVII,
NELY IFROM THE HEAVESS.
SHCOUTS eame into Via-
/| dikaukas about 8
o'clock of the evening
with reports of the de-

lnyed Russian force
now well under way.
The early accounts

were thought to be
exageerated, but with-
fn an Lour the evidence multiplied until
doubt was no longer possible. Even
Vera, as Darrell was informed by Colo-
nel Korna, no longer had a hope of
holding Vladikaukas, and preparations
for falling back to Gredskov were made
with haste,

Darrell was surprised to find how
maoy things were already prepared.
Prudesice and diseipline had not been
wanting in the garrison. The little ar-
my wis wonderfully mobile,

This march—begun at midnight un-

“Homn do uou come to be herel”
der frowning skles, enlivened in the
small hours by a pyrotechnic struggle
in the darkness with the Russians who
were attewpting to re-encirele Viadi-

“kapkas and finished next day in deadly

wenriness and the miseries-of o driz-
zling ralp-necds noextended  descrip:
tion In this reeord.  There were small
1osses.” “Acolonel was Shot dead in his
saddle arier the ighting séemed to be
over, the fatal bullet a mere chance
wanderer In the alr.  Some RRussion
horsemen dashed in‘upon a line of bag-

gage wagons and butchered a fow
teamisters, poorly paid day laborers
without militavy asplrations. A half

dozen soldiers were killed and fifty per-
haps endured the paln of wounds dur-
log the long march. Darrell, viewing
as much of this as a wman could see In
the night and particularly the dead
teamsters, who clianesd to fall in his
way, was reminded of the murdered
Turkish merchant and of the poor idiot,
Musef, shot fn the back ag he ran, and
there arose in his mind a pleture of the
war god, like a human being endowed
with an individual character and com-
pelled to set according to it, so that,
whether bawling upon the battletield,
sroaning upon the march or sodden
with the th of the camp, he must
Kill, and kil ahnlessly, for the mere
sake of Killing.

Darvell's position was one of
Isolation.  For the tirst fow
rode not rfae bohind the prine
after the tighting w and her
surcty asswied, us she sent no word to
Lim he fell rarther to the rear, and in
the last hours of the march, when the
ral begun, he lent some aild w
men who were sty ng with cannon
in the veads that grew always worse

palnful

» Over

In Gredskov on the secomd day
formed the acquaintance of nu engl-
neering rand was of some lttle
use In b ¢ Lo stren cit
defens aw Ko
and i from him t
Deen orable scon ]
and o that ince
succceded In presenting plausible ox-
cuses,  The princess, however, had as-
serted authorvity, and it was she who
Issued purainount orders in the city.

The rain velented long enough to per-
mit the Russian force to take up its
position, hemming in the place, and
then began again without violenee, a
slow and steady dripping from the
leaden sky. The beslegers exhibited
indomitable energy. Théy brought up
& surprising quantity of artillery de-
spite the state of the roads, yvet not
enough to give them any advantage
The guns were too light for the 1
tion of a well fortified place,
Gredskov  was  faidy well fort
1zl 2t the time of the Clreasslan at-
tuck It bad been very badly defended.
4 thme came specdily when no
on could Lo brought over the

reportad Rus-
iving ail they could do to

il
1
1

il

. 08 could not o

»fowWn, ang ced conld i
But the enémy haa 1o !

thete around ouly il bettor w

et out,

—A 2

whtle the Clrons
forey

ans had to hold theirs

thoroughly invested
1 1l ¥ unless friends

trom withont

tolve to raise the si
and this the Circasstuns could not ex-
peet. They were doomed, and the

thoughit of it was madness to Darrell.

"He saw little of Vera. She was fe-
verlshly busy, working day and night
upon plans for thelr useless defense,
for It was lke holding a hilltop against
the flood. el W that she dread-
ol to sce e had foreseen
this evil ul shown him-
selr s R cment—a mere
the dedd, as he expressed

en oup her abode In what
fnn, There was a ground
t corner of the house
hor aoilitary  workshop.
s saw her-through a

in avtime pitifully en-
rod upo: ty of war, fight-
a batile that was over. He knew
wat she was in e adly peril; that these
retehied days migit be all the life
they two conld hope for. He shuddered
at the thouglit and cursed the scoun-
drel who lisd hrought her to this ca-
lamity, yet cursos upon Kilziar seemed
unnece ry, considering the poslition

In which the man stood.

One saw little of the prince in these
days except when he and Vera made
their rounds together that the soldiers
might have a chance to cheer. It was
not pleasant for Darrell to hear their
names thus joined, yet he could not
help admiving the spirit and the loyalty
of the troops,

At night the eurtains were drawn be-
fore the windows of Vera's workroom,
yet the light could be seen, and there
was a4 wretehed fellow who often stood
long in the rain to wateh it. He was
thus gloomily employed one night just
beyond the challenge of the sentries
when he detected a dark figure gliding
elong the edge of a small building that
had stood diagonally opposite the inn
aud ‘had been ywrecked and set on fire
by a shell on the second day of the
slége, when there had been consider-
able artillery practice. Since then there
had been only oceasional fiving, Vet the
inn bad been hit twice, with slight
damage.

The man whom Darrell had seen en.
tered the wrecked bullding, and the
Americie’s curiosity was excited. He
did an excellent bit of stalking and
wias under the charred wall beside the
ruin of a window, so near to the man
that he could hear the fellow stifle a
cough, yet wholly unpercelved. Sud-
denly he struck a mateh upon the side
of its box and thrust his head and arm
into the aperture that had been a win-
dow. The raln spared the flaring bit
of woud long enough for Darrell to
pereeive with great surprise bis old
ucquaintance, Kevski, crouching there,
with a zitle in his hands.

A sentry
streoct.

“Friend!” replied Darrell.
lighting my pipe.”

The explanation scemed to be satis-
factory, for there was no further chal-
lenge.

“What are you doing here?’ whisper-
ed Darrell. *“*Come out.”

Kevski obeyed, though had any other
voice commanded him he would prob-
ably have resisted or fled. As they
stood by the slde of the charred ruins
there was a sound of voices from
across the street, and Prince Kilziar
appeared in the doorway of the Inn,
Lls figure sliliply outlined bocause of
the light behind him. He and some of
his otlicers had beein in conference with
Vera and were now alout to return to
thefr quarters through the rafn.,

“You hate that man,” whispered Kev-
sgki. *Re¢ me, and you shall sce
the end of him,"

Darvell’s grip tightened on the Rus-
slan's arm.

“You were Iying in
prince,” Lo said slowly.

“You saw what he did to me,” an-
swered Kevskl, “You saved me from
death, though I did not know at first
that It was you. [ suffered the knout
in the prison before that. Kilziar be-
lieved you were hidden in this elty. I
was tortured to make me confess where
you were. ‘T'hey got nothing from me."”

“What beeame of you that morning
when you left me o the wood 7' asked
Darroll; “eaptored by Kilziar's men,
I suppose, and Brought Into the city.”

“L wag trying to fiud food in a house
when they caufht me,” answered Kev-
ski, and then .‘é 1 trembling whisper,
“See how the wreteh stands there in
the light.””

“You owe me gomething,” sald Dar-
rell. I don't like to mention it, but
you do. Here's o chance to pay. Prom-
Ise me that you will not try to take
that man's life. Why waste your time?”
he added bitterly.  “Are you not satls-
fied with his position? Ile cannot es-
cape from this city, and you know what
his fate will be If he falls into the
hands of the Russians.”

“They will never take him,” answer-
ed Kevskl, “There 18 a secret way out
of this clty.”

“Not through the pass?”’

“No. That is held by the Russlan
force from Titlis, as every one knows.”

“And the Russian line in front.of us,”
sald Darrell, “is n semicirele reaching
to the eliffs upon ecach side.”

“But there Is o way along the face of
those clilfs,” answered Kevskl; “not o
road for an army, of course, but when
Kilziar Is ready he will move out by
that route with a few men and much
gold, 1 know, for one of my friends
will act as gulde. Where the secret
path is 1 do not know, and there are
few iIn this city who do. My friend
will not tell me. 1t Is only from hints
when he had been drinking too much
that T have learned what I have told
you."

“Learn more, Kevskl,” sald Darrell.
“Don't waste your time In assassina-
tion, but devote It all to the discovery
of this seeret. Do this for me by way of
gratitude to win a great reward and to
et to Amertea, whieh s your dream.”

Kevski was silent, fingering the rifle
and staring across the little square at
[UZIAT, WHo, naving ngntea u cigar,
was gathering his cloak about him be-
fore steppiug out into the rain.

“I will do what you tell me,” sald
Kevskl suddenly, and, as If it were a
part of his prom he turned his eyes
away from the n he hated. Then,
without wore words, he hurrled away
down the dark street.

The Ughts still burned in the lower
windows of the inn, and those above
were dark.

“My love is threatened by a hundred
deaths,” sald Darrell to himself as he
ed the road.  “This (nsane and
ceaseless toll will burn her with fever.
She neither eats nor sleeps, so Korna
suys"

The sentry challenged, and Darrell
gzave his name.  With little delay he
was ushered nto Vera's presence. She
was quite alone and seemed to have
been warming herself before the em-
bers of i e in a broad fireplace.

“L am gind to see you,” she safd. “It
IS a pleasure T have lacked in these
last few days. Moreover, you look
much more cheerful than when 1 saw
la'uu last. What Is the cause of {t—the

called from across the

“Merely

wait for the

weather perhaps?”

. “I have always ¢njoyed a great repu-
tation for cheerfulness,” answered Dar-
rell. “You alone secmn to have found
my soclety depressing. Yet that is not
surprising perhaps. There is a malady
which, according to all the poets, will
make any man sigh, and I have never
Lhad it hefore.”

“That Is rather a pretty speech,” said
Vera. *I have conversed principally
during these last days about corn and
gunpowder. A change cheers-me, Yet
I think you did not come at this late
hour for that alone.”

“I came to tel! you of a discovery that
I have made, or, rather, hope to make,”
answered Darrell, “Perhaps you know
more of it than I do, yet I eannot as-
sume that you possess the information.
Let me not waste words,  If this place
falls aud you are taken, we may grant
that Clrcassin’s cause Is lost, may we
not 7"

“The place will not fall,” answered
Vera. “But, admitting your supposi-
tion, what followd?”

“If you, with your best officers and n
small picked force, could escape and
return to Cireassin, there would still be

[ have learned that there is a
'tway nlong the face of the moun-

tains"—

“And you weuld have
Laving my soldi to Le | ed,”
tnd Vern,  *“That is not my Ldea of
altv, whieh shontd Lnve two ?

LT¢ BE CONTINUED.)

You never heard of any one using
IFoley’s Honey and Tar not being satis- |
fied.— Dentun & Ward,

Some creature that wear trousers nre |
only called men through courtesy.

Will Qure Cc usumption,

A. A, Herren, Fincli, Ark, writes,
“Foley’s Heney und Tur is the best
preparation for conghs, colds snd lung
trouble. | Know that it hus cured con-
sumption in the liret stages.”—Denton
& Ward.

Meat originslly meant nhy Kind of
food.

Foley’s Hnney und Tar is peculiarly
adapted for «:thwns, bronchitis and
hoarseness,— J.euton & Ward.

"Duty well done is the seed from
whence springs the flower of pleasure

FFoley’s Honey and Tar contains no
opiates snd can safely be given to
children.—Denton & Ward,

Lovers’ quarrels are popular becsuse
it is such fun “making up.”

A Reveiation,

If yon will make inquiry it will be u
revelation to you how many sucenmb
to kidney or hladder troubles in one
form or another, If the patient is not
beyond medizal aid, Foley’'s Kidney
Cure will cure, It never disappoints.
—Denton & Ward.

Stealing is not confined to taking the
product of men’s hands,

A Lesson In Health.

Healthy kidneys filter the impurities
from the blood, and ualess they do this
good bhealth is impossible. =~ Ioley’s
Kldney Cure makes sound kidneys and
will positively cure all forms of kidney
and bladder disease. It strengthens
the whole system. - Denton & Ward

Tha earnest Christian lives in & e con
tinued state of repentence,

Wihat I8 Foley’s Kidney Cure?
Answer: It is made from a prescription
of a leading Chicago physiciun, and onu
of the most eminent in the country.
The ingredients are the purest that
money can buy, and are scientilically
combined to get their utmost value,—
Denton & Ward,

True friendship says little and does
much,

Dangerous If Neglected.
Burns, cuts und other wounds often
fail to heal properly if negiccted and
become troublesomo sores. Delyitt's
Witch Hazel Salve prevents such  ¢oti-
sequences. liven where delay has ac-
ﬂ-uvaud the Injury DeWitt's Witch |
azel Salve cifects & cure, - “I had a
running eere on my leg thirty years,”
says I1. C. Hartly, Yankeetown, Lud.
“After using many remedies, 1 tricd
DeWitt's Witeh Hu Salve. A few
boxes healed the sore.” Cures all skin
diceases, Diles yield to it at once. Be
ware of connterfeits,— Smith Bros.

While waiting for your ship to come
in busy yourselt building 4 sife harbor

Dou’t Start Wrong.

Dout stsrt the summer with 8 linger-
ing cough or cold. Weull know wat
a “summer cold” is.  It's the hardest |
kind to cure. Often it ‘haugs un"l
through the entire season. 'Take it in|
haud right now, A few doses of One;|
Mioute Cough Cure will set you right
Sure cure for coughs, colds, croup, grip,
urouckitig, all throut and fung tronvloy,
\bsolutely safe,  Acts ut o Child
ren like it, ¢ One Mi 2

g vlgs th

‘The Kleptowanise regerds
from un abetract point of view,

things

A Litle Book of Great Importunce

Do you ever wish for u book thut can
e relied upon to snswer correctly sl
the little questions sod knotty probleme
that present themselves dey by day—s
book thut will quickly decide all urgo-
ments on &ll smBjects? ‘i'he 1902 World
Almanac and Eucyclopedia, which is
now ready, is exactly this kind of b
It takes the same position in the wor
of facts and figures as does the diction
ary in the world of words.

This little volnme contains over 600
pages of well printed agate type, every
hine containing some fact that you will
sooner or later want to look up.

The World Almanace should oceupy a
prominent place in every progressive
American bousehold. The 1902 edition is
more complete than any of the former
ones. It coutains fucts on inany sub-
Jjeets thuat huve recently besn brought to
the public notice uud which every up-
to-date person should have at his fin-
gera ends,

Among the features of the 1902 Al-
MANKC ure;

The millionaires of the United States,
8 list giving the numes of nearly 4,000
Americans who possess over 31,000,000,
The great Americun trusts; full particu-
lars of 163 leading industrial orzaniza
tine.  Organized labor; enlurged sta
tistics of the strength of lsbor unions
and the present condition of the labor
movement. The Nicaragna Canal and
the Hay-Pauncefota treaties with Grest
Britain Progress of acrial naviga
in 1901, Complete United States census,
Anarchist statietics of the United Stetes |
and Europe, ete | to the extent of over
1,000 topics.

The 1902 World Almanec and Bney-
clopedia is on sale by ull newsdeslers
throughout the country for 25 cents,
When ordered by mafl 10c extra for
postage must be inclosed to the World,

New York.

Improvement of Corn,

“Uncle Henry” Wallace,is devoting a
good deal of space in his paper, Wal-
laces’ Farmer to the fmprovement of
fowa Corn, lie calls attention to tha
fact that while thoe lows Farmer has
been improving his live stock for twen
ty years end more he has givea very
little attention to the great lowa crop,
corn. Among the many articles which
have appeared in \Wallace's Iarmer on
this subject has been a serlog by I’rof.
Shamel, of lllinois, the corn expert,
and these are illustrated by & number
of pholographs showing different va-
ricties of corn, porfect and imperfeet
ears, the ot profitable to 1 cte,

The average lowa f ho
knows as much about ¢ 8§ body
does but we miss our gu if can
not learn a lot from these articies in

Wallaces' Farmer,

in this connection we wish to
that Wallaces' Farmer i8 one ol
Lest agricultural papers that cor
this oflice. It is handsomely pr
paper of line quality, filled
tractive illnstrations, and 1n ¢
to 1t regular features, its edit
‘‘Uncle Henry,” its departine
Dairying, Horticulture, the Iiog
Poultry, its Home Department, for the
women; contains full reports of th
leading fairs, live stock shows,
sales, agricultural meetings, ete.

wo

1t

is
published weekly at Des Moines, lowa'
at 81.00 a year, ell subscriptio

sble in advance and the paper
when the time is out. We es
Wallaces’ Farmer and the Lol
both one year for only 2.25 and you
one of our nice premiums. Apply a
the Democrat offics

s Others to Know,

“I have need Do Wi Little Early
Iisers for constipation and torpid liver
and they are oll right. 1 am glad to in-
dorse them for I K when we tind a
ol thing we ought to let others know
" writes Alred Heinze, Quiney, 11l
Ihey never gripe or distress, Sure,
sufa pilis.— Smith Bros

huch Reading for Little Money,

The New York World hes got the
cost of printing down to a minimum
Its latest offer of its monthly newepa«
per-magazine is interesting if from no
other canse than it shows the seme of
“bow much for how little.” The Month-
ly World is a 32 page muogazine with
colored cover. Itg peges ure about the

sizo of the pagee of the Ladies Home
Journal, and it is cepio iflugtrated
in half-tone. Tho i} N6 are the
resuits of the best art I, aided

Ly all the latest printing-pre
ances, making a magazine unr
the qaality of its contents and
pearances. liach issue contains stories
of romance, love, adventure, travel:
stories of ficifon and fact; stories of
things quaint and curious, gathered to-
gether from eil over the world; the re-
sults of ecientific research, and editor-
ial reviews. It numbers among its
contributors the leading literary men
snd women of the day. A feature
each month is & fuil-page portrait of
the most famed man or womsn of the
moment in the public eye. In collect-
ing and prepering for publication the
literary matter and art subjects for the
Monthly World no expense is spared,
The New York World will send six
numbers of this newspaper-magazine
on receipt of fifteen cents in stamps.
Address The World, Pulitzer Building,
New York,

uppli-
lied in
ap-

its

Praveling Is Dangerous,

Constant wotion jars the kidoeys
which are kept in place in the body by
delicate attnchments. Thi he reas-

on that travelers, trainmen, ste r
men, teamsters sad ail who drive ve

much suffer from kidney diseuss in
some form. Fol Kidney Cure

strengthiens the avs and cures all
forms of Kidaey and bladder dizease,
Geo, 1. i, i, lecomotive engineer,
Lima, O., writee, “Coustant vibration
of the engine me 4 great deal of
trouble with my Kidney'sand 1 got no
relief until Lused Foley’s Kidney Cure.”
—Denton & Ward,

Ot Wilksd Sha-uenhbrgar.

The Regular and Reliable Chi-
cago Specialist will be at Man-
chestey, Glarenes House,

Monday, May 19,

one day only and return once
hours 85 a,

every 28 days.  Office

m. to 6 p. m.
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NERVOUS DEBILITY.
Are you neevous and despondent; weak and

debilitated 3 no ambition—life-

45 tired  morulng
¥ poor; 3

: exeltable
blurred;
St

| d ¢ ng ot vant of
.
cridence: lack of epergy enRth?
A < o )
Private Diseases a Spec
ialty,
Blood Polzon, Norvousnoss, Dizziness v Do-
ective nd other 2 wkich ruln

Lody #nd mine sitlvely

WORDERFUL CURES

Perfected In old ecasos which havo been neg.

{ lected or unskillfully treated. No ox orimen

or fallures. Ho undir
but curo thousands gi

5es no incurablo cases,
1 up to dlo.

Consultation Free and Confidential.
Address,

OR. WILBERT SHALLENBERGER,
146 Oakwocd Bivd,, Chicago.
Reference: Oekland Nat'l Hank.

casls are caused ‘9
“by poisonous sec B
rotions, which
clog the wheels
of NATURE.
V(l[)()l' The nume and
and the  symptoms
anc may be different
Shampoo, but the cause of
disease can us-
ually be traced
| to tho impertect aotion of the millions
f pores of the human body. A bath in g

pis

0 ST O —

R. W. TIRRILL
Is Loaning 'oney as chead

as any person or Corpora-
tion,

Comuoun_d Vapor and Sham-
poo Baths.

Most all dis-

ordance with scientific require-
s the best praventative and

7n. The methods cmploy
the most scientific ever

B dizcovercd for dlspol% g

s tell vne story. e
This Is the Conant sysf{ m
A cumlyctcm lady attendant
¢ of the [adiesdepartment.

Offico and bath rooms on Franklin
street, opposite Globe Hotel,

Bt Q. D, QATES,

BOWNION & MEWEN

Ladies and Uents Gold Watches
In all sizes kinds and styles,
Ladies, dents and Chrildrens Rings

from DIAMONDS, OPALS, EMER-
ALDS, PEARLS,ETC., down to
PLAIN GOLD BANDS.

WEDDING RINGS.

SOLID STERLING SILVER FORKS,
TABLE, DESERT and TEA SPOONS,
NAPKIN RINGS, ETC., ETC., ETC.

Also largo line of Best Brands of—

SILVER PLATED SPOONS, FORKS, 3
KNIVES, TEAGET8,  WATER SETS

SETS
CAKE BASKETS, BUTTER DISHES,
ETC., ETC.

CARVING KNIVES and FORKS, LADIES
GUARD CHAINS, GENTS VEST CHAINS,
BLEM RINGS, CHARMS, LOCK-
GOLD SPECTACLES, MAN-
TEL CLOCKS, SILK UMBREL-

LAS, GOLD PENS.

Come and sec the many things we
have not space to list.

BOYNTON & M'EWEN

Delaware Conty

STATE BANK

Manchester, lowa.
CAPITAL - $60,000

~—OFFICERS—
WAL, C. CAWLEY, CIIAS. J, SEEDS,
President, Cashler,
R. W. TIRRIL, C. W. KEAGY
Vice President, Ass't, Cashier,

—DIRECTORS—
WM. C. CAWLEY
W. G. KENYO
EDWARD P,
CHAS, J, SEEDS, . H,
C, W. KEAGY,

=

Interest Paid on Time Deposits,
Prompt attention glven to all business. Pas-
senger tickets from and to all parts of Eure
Cpe direct to Manchester, for sale,
Long Time Mortgage Loans Made,
Bought and Sold.

(4 '1

GAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES

For the storago of valuable papers,
ete. for rent.

M. F.LEROY Prest, H.A, GRANGER Cashlor
E. G, HESNER, Asst. Cashior
A.II. BLAKE, 1st, V. President.
Il. C. HAEBERLE, 20d. V., President,

National

BANK,
MANCHESTER. IOWA.__

CAPITAL. - $50,000

Ceneral

Banking

Business s,
intorest Paid on Time Deposits.

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES

FOR RENT.
IRECTORS
IR, . Robinson, M. F\ LoRoy,
2. M. Carr, M. Beehler,
H. A. Gran, A. H. Blake,

H. A. von van.
L. L. Hoyt,
< FPOITDEINTS.
First Notional Bank, Dubuque, Iowa.
atral National Baak New York cndl..
Commerolal National Bank. Chicago, 5

e e ————
When you want

Fine Furniture
Ar

Fair Prices
GO TO

Werkmeister’s

AT

Earlville.

Undertaking Solicited

F. WERKMEISTER,

Earlville, Towa.




