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THEPASTANDFUTUliE 

I GETTING AWAY FROM THE SPIRIT 
\.J> * ' 5 OF OLD. ^7^*-
^ . "• *64 

* *• v. 

"«Fourt%of July No Longer a Day for 
. . .Conservative Patriot*—Decadence of 

Old Cn^lomfi—Country Is Moving on 
Broader Lines—Myths Kxplodcd. 

» ' —* . 

* ' July 4 seems to havft lost Its true sig
nificance and now belongs to he small 
boy, whose highest aspiration is to burn 
Inccnse to the Chinese god-tof lockjaw, if 
there Is such a deity ou the celestial cal
endar. The-pestiferous firecracker and 
the physician's ally, the toy pistol, me 
the small boy's accessories, both before 
and after the fact, in murdering the peace 
of mind and destroying th<j nerves of peo
ple who have outlived the ebullient stage 
of youthful spirits and prefer to take 
their patriotism ou the nation's natal day 
as a man takes a cold lunch—solemnly 
and with a consuming desire to have it 
over with. Apart from Young America, 
and his peculiar ideas of a celebration, 
the day Is given over to eveu more rep
rehensible forms of jollification, which 
are supposed to be in conformity with 
the spirit of the immortal Declaration. 
"Proclaim liberty throughout the land 
nnd to all the inhabitants thereof." runs 
the inscription on the old Liberty bell, 
nnd a goodly share of the people of the 
present day liberally construe the procla
mation as a license to commit all man
ner of offenses against health, sobriety 
and the peace and dignity of the common
wealth. 

The Old Customs. 
* Of course, some districts still preserve 

the good old custom of firing anvils at 
midnight and daybreak, and between 
times, nnd the cock fight nnd horse race, 
th* wrestling match nnd the foot race 
still keep alive the embers of patriotism 
In primitive settlements where Wviliza-
tion has not yet introduced baseball, the 
firemen's parade and the shell game. But 
for the most part, the "Glorious Fourth" 
has become a back number. Its celebra
tion has fallen into innocuous desuetude, 
and when an attempt is made to gal
vanise the moribuud custom, nobody list-

PRAYER OF. THE REPUBLIC. 
O Thou Goil thnt boldest nntious in the hollow of Thy hand 
We implore anew Thy blessing oil our loved, our native land! » H** 
Far and wide our flag is waving over peoples old and new, 
Men that scarcely knew its symbols, red aud white nnd starry blue. fg||| 

On the field of strife nnd carnage, strewn with wounded -and with dead, 
Bathed in blood of dying heroes, waved a banner, flaming red! 

Tears of children, wives and mothers, waiting, watching day aiul night, 
Washed upon the flag of battle, stripes of peace in virgin white! 

Steadfast hearts for God and Country made a field of truest blue, 
And to guide n Natlou's footsteps, stars of light came shining through! 

Bed for courage, honor, glory; white for justice, peace and love; 1 "J *** 
Blue for faith and loyal virtue, stars for light from God above! 

In this sign we've lived and conquered mountain, plain nnd trackless sea; 
Peaceful gains and warlike triumphs, all, O God, we owe to Thee! 

From a weak and struggling people, Thou hast raised us up to might; 
O Thou God of Hosts, we pray Thee, make our strength a shield of right! 

Thou hast built this great Republic, outflung over land and sea; '*•* \ r" 
tlold it ever in Thy keeping, sacred refuge of the free!.,-, \ *<+ 
—Russel M. Seeds. Jit * .V. 

rnent, aud many cherished myths relating 
to men and events have been exploded. 

We have learned some things and have 
unlearned others. We have learned that 
the apotheosis of Washington was not 
justified by the facts. The iconoclast has 
demolished the godlike Washington ft"d_» 
left us a uiau. In his present form lie"Ts 
more human and essentially greater than 
he was when invested with the attributes 
of the god-man. On the whole, we like 
him better now, but we did not give up 
the Ideal Washington without n wrench. 

AMERICA OF TO-DAY. 

States 

% 

BPKEAD-EAGLE OUATIUS To YEARS AGO. 

ens to the reading of the Declaration, 
nnd the orator speuks to unhearing ears. 
Society hies itself to the seashore to hear 
what the wild waves are saying; the 
pugilist hires a hall aud puts up a mimic 
fake of a gladiatorial combat, and every
body who can mauage it gets out of town 
uutil the trouble Is over. 

The old fellows lament the decadence 
of the observance of the Fourth, nnd sigh 
for the vanished days of general train
ing and hard cider, when the gallaut mi-
litiaman in brave regimentals pirouetted 
on a guily caparisoned steed and stlllly 
executed the tactics in the presence of 
the village girls attired in white frocks 
and prunclln gaiters. 

"Itecent events-have demonstrated that 
there is no diraiuution of patriotism in 
the country, but it is nevertheless true 
thnt as a people we are getting away 
from the days and sentiments of the 
Conscript Fathers. "Times change and 
men change with them" is a truism being 
exemplified in the United States. Wheth
er the change is progress or retrogression 

Vast Increase of the United 
Within the Century. 

The America which the new century 
sees is strikingly different in area and 
intluonce from that which the opening 
years of the uiuetecnth century saw. A 
hundred years before the Spaulsk-Amcr-
ican peace treaty was slgued in Paris 
on Dec. 10, 18US, the United States oc
cupied a comparatively small spot on the 
earth's surface. It was surrounded on 
three sides by powerful and unfriendly 
nations. As at present, its northern 
boundary was Canada. Its western line 
was the Mississippi river, and its south
ern border was Florida. At that time 
Florida comprised not only the present 
State of thnt uauic, but also a strip of 
territory extending westward to the Mis
sissippi river, along the southern line of 
the present States of Mississippi aud Ala-
bamo, Florida, throughout its entire 
length, from the Atlantic to th Missis
sippi, belonged to Spain, nnd Spain held 
the whole of the territory west of that 
river. 

Thus Hugland was on the United 
States' northern border, as at present, 
while Spain shut it off from the Gulf of 
Mexico and from the vast empire west uf 
the Mississippi. The American who, a 
huudred years ago, went down to St. 
Augustine, Pensacola, Mobile or New Or
leans, found himself in Spifhish territory. 
The American who crossed over to St. 
Louis or any other :polnt on the western 
side of the Mississippi would also lind 
himself under the Spanish fiag. Even 
Natchez was held by Spain, contrary to 
the treaty of peace between. Great Brit
ain nml the United States signed in 178-1, 
until 1708. In the latter year Spain 
moved her boundary line n short distance 
below that city. Moreover, England held 
Oswego, Niagara, Detroit, Mackinaw 
and other points in the United States ou 
the northern froutier until after the .Tay 
treaty was signed in 1796, nnd then it 
was exceedingly slow iu evacuating those 
jtosts. The United States a century ago 
had no rights which any of the great na
tions felt bound to respect. 

The imperial dimensions of the United 
States to-day make a striking contrast to 
its comparative diminutiveness 100 years 
ago. By the successive acquisitions of 
Louisinna in 1S03, Florida in 1S10, Texas 
in 1845, New'Mexico and California in 
1848, and Alaska in 1807, the area of 
the United States at the beginning of 
1808 was, approximately, 3.003,000 
square miles. Then came the annexations 

GENERAL TRAINING DAY OF OUR GREAT GRANDFATHERS. 

will be revealed when the future Is un
folded to the view of the historian of 
the American republic. 

Turning Back the Years* 
Turniug back 120 years, we fiud that 

the Fourth of July was a date fraught 
with the fate of men and nations. It 
was a time when, as the homely philoso
pher Franklin said, the patriots must 
hang together or hang separately. 

It is well to remember this, if for no 
other reason than to remind us thnt 
things which have a beginning may have 

' an end, and a nation which was founded 
In the struggle of man for civil liberty 
may bo overthrown by man's insatiate 
greed for glory. 

That was a solemn and momentous 
gathering in Philadelphia a century aud 
a quarter ago. Many things have hap-

Eened since then. Much progress baa 
oeu made In applied art# and sciences, 

in discovery, in Invention and In commtr-
dal and industrial development. Pro* 
fttM kM *1(9 b»»B nrit.ls 

of Hawaii, with 0,040 square miles nnd 
110,000 population, Porto Rico, 3,070 
square miles and 810,000 people, and the 
Philippines aud the islands which come 
to us with thnt group, 105,000 square 
miles nnd 10,000,000 population. With 
these acquisitions there were made, in 
1808, ndditious of 175,810 square miles 
to our area and 10,020,000 to our inhab
itants. 

The United States had an nrea of 828,-
000 square .miles and n population of 
nbont 5,000,000 at the begiuuiug of the 
nineteenth century. It starts out in the 
twentieth century with an area of 3,770,-
000 square miles and a population of 90,-> 
000,000, Only the British, the Ruesiau 
and the Chinese empires cover n lacyer 
space on the world's map than the Unit
ed States. Excluding colonies, Chiua 
alone of all the world's nations exceeds 
the United States in dimensions and in
habitants* 

Tfce domain of the United Htates in this 
W IM P»M*» titrougb |l| tkt MOM 

from a point far to the north of the Arc
tic circle to a point far to the south of 
the Tropic of Cancer, and extends almost 
down to the equator. The resident of 
Alaska sees the north star up near its 
zenith. The inhabitant of the Philippine 
catches glimpses of the Southern Cross. 
The person who travels westward from 
the eastern verge of the Uuited States 
of to-day to its western boundnry line 
will make a circuit of almost half the 
globe. Except for a few days in mid
winter, the sun is shining on some part 
of the United States through every hour 
of the. twenty-four. 

^^THE CANNON-CRACKER. 
Ti 

T wae n Chinese cracker. 
And nil cittd lu glowing 

rod, 
Lny trembling In a 

wooden box, 
Oesido our Tommy's 

bed. 

"To-morrow," sigbed the 
cracker, 

"Unless I swiftly flv. 
Long ere the slilntug sun 

Is up, 
1 shall most surely 

die!" 

out of the box he clam-
, bo roil, 

w 1th many a glance of drend. 
Where Tommy, dreaming of the Fourth. 

Lay tossing on his bed. 

Tbe cracker,, trembling great I v> . 7 
Then hied him to a wood. 

And sought a dark and louelv dell, 
Where drops of moisture stood. 

The woodland creatures gathered. 
And gafted, with stnrtled eves, 

And listened to his tale of woe 
With murmurs of surprise. 

Said the selfish, boastful cracker: 
"You see. I used my wits, 

My brothers In that fatal box 
Will nil be blown to bits; 

"While I, because I reasoned, 
And dared to act " Per-BANG!!! 

A terrible explosion 
Throughout the woodland rang. 

It was a frisky firefly 
Toyed with that dangling cue, 

And Into countless pieces 
The cannon-cracker flew! 

—St. Nicholas. 

$ 
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THE MECKLENBURG MYTH. 

No Declaration Adopted' Prior to the 
Great Declaration. 

The Mecklenburg declaration of inde
pendence Is one of the most persistent of 
our myths; but the patient researches of 
the historian bus uncovered its fallacious 
foundation, albeit the people of North 
Carolina still religiously celebrate May 
20 as the anniversary of the alleged adop
tion of the so-called "declaration 'of inde
pendence" iu 1775. 

The Mecklenburg myth owes Its origin 
to one of the earliest attempts ut yellow 
journalism made by the American press. 
In other words, it was nu audacious 
"fake," but-as fakes were not so com
mon in early days as now, the Mecklen
burg fake was taken seriously uud juis 
become a part of the accepted history of 
the country, surviving the lapse of nearly 
a century und still retainiug a tenacious 
hold upon public belief. 

The story of the Mecklenburg "declar
ation of independence" delusion Is this: 
On April 30. 1810. the Raleigh (N. O.j 
Register published live resolutions nnd an 
nccouipunying statement purporting to 
have J>een written at the time, which said 
that the resolutions were adopted on May 
20, 1775, by delegates fruin the different 
parts of Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina, at a meeting in Charlotte, in 
that county. The third of these resolu
tions read thus: "Thnt we do hereby de
clare ourselves n free and independent 
people, and of right ought to be a sov
ereign and self-governing association, un
der the control of 110 power other than 
that of our God and the general govern
ment of the Congress; to the maintenance 
of which independence we solemnly 
pledge to each other our mutual co-opera
tion, our lives, our fortunes nnd oup most 
sacred honor." 

It was a clever invention, circumstan
tially fortified forty-four years -after Lhe 
alleged event. But unfortunately for the 
inventors o£ the yarn, Thomas Jefferson, 
John Adams and other prominent mem
bers of the Continental Congress declar
ed In 1810 that they' 'feevcr heard of the 
Mecklenburg resolutions. Furthermore. 
Dr. Williamson made no mention of it in 
his history of North Cnrolinu, and, final
ly, three months after the ulleged adop
tion of the resolutions, the Legislature 
o'f North Cnrolina, including the members 
from Mecklenburg County, reported a. 
"test of loyalty" which all the members 
signed, and which beguu with these 
words: "We, the subscribers, professing 
our allegiance to the King," etc. All of 
Mecklenburg Couuty's representatives in 
the assembly sigued this "test of loyalty" 
to George III., and four of these repre
sentatives were among the reputed sign
ers of the nlleged paper of May 20 of 
that year, two of them being the lenders 
in the pretended movement which that 
imagined documeut was said to have 
voiced. 

As^n mntter of fact no community 
adopted a declaration of independence in 
advance of the year of the momentous 
pronouncement drawn up by Thomas Jef
ferson and signed by himself und col
leagues of the Continental Congress on 
July 4, 1770. Protests against the pre
tensions of the British government were 
made tor solutions in soveral communi
ties, but no declaration of tudeynQcfcttee 
01 aolonl*. 

Dm it wW<$ lt >ppnn tJut 

low journalism in its incipient stage was 
rather more of a success in imposing 
upon national credulity than is the finish
ed product of to-day. It also proves that 
whilst fake journalism has been ampli
fied, it is no new thing iu the 1 nd 

A Literary Courtship. 
"There is more in this literary business 

than I thought possible," declared the 
young man who is iu love. "When my 
girl, owing to circumstauccs over which 
she had no control, left for the West, I 
decided that I wou^l follow as soon ns I 
could earn enough to pay my fare there. 

"Some time ago I was in a book store 
and chanced to see a book entitled 'Tarry 
ThoHi Till I Come.' The thought struck 
me that it would be a good hint, so I 
purchased the book and sent it to her. 
By return inail I received from her 'The 
Right of Way.' Say, that made me feel 
good all over. 

"But oue month Inter I was startled 
and somewhat puzzled by getting 'Great 
Expectations/ nnd the best way I could 
figure it out was thnt she had met some 
one out there with a lot of money nnd 
was trying to break the news to me gent-
ly. 

"Yesterday I was knocked all in a heap 
by receiving 'The Crisis.' I'm going 
West to-morrow if I have to ride on a 
brakebeam."—Detroit Free Press. 

INDEPENDENT CORPOREAL 
DEPENDENCIES. 

Said the thumb to the h;;ud as the fireworks 
slzzed, 

On Independence day, 
"Unhaud me—give me liberty: .. 
I'm tired of this dependency." * 1 

It burst Its bouds straightway. ( „ 

Theu the Index Anger*, feet and arms. 
Demanded to be free: 
And ofT they went to Join the thumb > 
'Mid the roar of the patriotic bomb, • 
Each an Independency. 

Should Begin at. Home. 
"Ugh!" remarked Chief Man-Who-

Eats-Salt-IIor.se. "Big white chief say 
poor ludian must not paint face any 
more." 

"Ugh!" commented Thunder-hi-the-
Middle-of-the-Afternoon. "Heap tough. 
Why don't white man try scheme on his 
wife first? Heap 'Crnid—that's why." 

And the noble red men resumed the 
discussion of the proper amount of fire
wood to be carried by a squaw and the 
proper amount of firewate rto be car
ried by a chief.—Baltimore American. 

Tito ijltcrai Mind. 
Bachelor—You look tired, old man. 
Benedict—Yes, I've beeu up every 

night with the baby. She's beeu cutting 
her teeth. 

Bnchelor—Cutting her teeth! Why in 
blazes didn't you take the knife away 
from her? 

> l>rio«l Crackers. v., 

Frightened Mainuia -- Why, Willie, 
what are you er doin'V 

Willie—Nawthin'; only I found some er 
my fireworks that 1 had loft over from 
de Fourth; got er little damp out in de. 
yard and 1 was er dryin' 'em out in the 
oven—und I guess they're all dry by now. 

Local Trouble. 
"John." aald the doctor's wife, "my 

tongue looks very bad this morning." 
"Ah!" exclaimed the doctor, "over

work, no doubt." 
"But, really I am not overworked. You 

know thnt " 
"I was not referring to you, but your 

tongue.*'—Philadelphia Press, 

Filial Affection. 
Casey—Fifty dollars O'Brien spiut try-

In' to git his mother-in-law out av pur
gatory. 

Daly—Fifty dollars? 
Casey—Th' saute! He siz he wants to 

git her out before he goes ins if ti kin be 
done!—Puck. 

Was Not Scented. 
The unsophisticated old woman asked 

a druggist the other day if he had any 
soap. "Yes, ma'am," he replied. "Do 
you want it scented or unseented?" 

'Well," she replied, "belli' it's so small, 
I guess I'll tnke it along with iue."—Ne>v 
Orleans Times-Democrat. 

Mercantile Patrlotlnn. 

"1 wisht I 'tood buy dat daisy frag, 
but I on'y dot five cents, Tan't you sell 
it for diitr 

"My de/'little sir, my# ]ow«T Ui* 
•Hn MM Btnpw, 

THE STATE OF IOWA. 

OCCURRENCES DURING 
PAST WEEK. 

THE 

Fast Train in Kntnl Wreck at Ashton— 
Mysterious Murder of River Junction 
Farmer—Ret ributioti Overtakes Wool 
Tlilevcs. 

The Ivausas City and St. Paul dyer, 
the fastest train on the Chicago, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Omaha, was wrecked 
by a defective switch point near Ashton. 
Two trainmen were killed, five others se
riously hurt, and many of the passen
gers were slightly injured. The train 
was made up with the two mall cars 
ahead and a heavy composite conch fol
lowing. The sleepers followed, with the 
day coaches trailing behind. When with
in a few miles of Ashton a defective 
switch point was struck and the train left 
the track. The engine was thrown cross
wise and ttpon its side. The mail cars 
were thrown over the engine, with the 
heavy conch above all. Fireman Bnssctt 
was pinned down and boiled by the escap
ing steam. The pasengers were,severely 
shaken up, but fortunately no one was 
seriously hurt. The peculiar construction 
of the train with the heavy composite 
coach ahead was probably the only thing 
thnt prevented a wholesale disaster. 

Gallnchcr Killed in Bed. 
James Gallagher was murdered in bed 

and his wife was given a dose of chloro
form from the effects of which it is be
lieved she cannot recover. The crime 
was committed at River Junction, where 
Gallagher lived. Although the house was 
robbed of n gold watch and $17, it is be
lieved the murder was incited by a de
sire for revenge. The murderer in order 
to .ire n bullet into Gallagher's ear reach
ed across two children who were sleep
ing with Mr. nnd Mrs. Gallagher. The 
little ones slept on iu spite of the Phot 
and the murder was not discovered until 
the next morning, wheu Gallagher's hired 
wTan arose and began an investigation 
to ascertain why his employer was not 
astir. Bloodhounds were placed on the 
trail of the murderer and Charles Holli-
day was arrested. A crowd tried to 
lynch Ilollidny, but the officials spirited 
him away to Iowa City. Ilollidny is 
known also as Harry Moore. 

Wool Thieve* Landed in Jail. 
A few days ago thieves robbed tue 

granary of Mont Worman, near Hazel-
ton, nnd secured sixty fleeces of wool. 
The officials were notified, who tracked 
the robbers to Oelwein. The wool was 
found packed in n junk car ready for 
shipment to Chicago. The lleeces were 
recovered, and two of the robbers have 
beeu arrested and placed In jail nt Inde
pendence. Officers are on the trail of 
others said to be implicated In the affair. 

Fire Bubs Menncc Lacona. 
For the second time within a few weeks 

an attempt was made to burn the town 
of Lacona. The buildings on one side 
of Mniu street were destroyed. Loss 
$10,000. Citizens arc makiug efforts to 
locate the incendiaries. 

All Over the State* 
Barney has an epidemic of smallpox. 
Petty thieves are numerous at Atlan

tic, 
The Paton M. 15. Church will be en

larged. 
The Afton district fair has been aban

doned. 
W. H. Sanborn, a Fort Dodge pioneer, 

is dead. 
A fine new brick block will be erected 

at Albla. 
A $10,000 sanitarium will be erected at 

Hamburg. 
Clarion Metl.odists will erect an $8.-

000 church. 
The Bigler cattle sale at Victor footed 

up over $50,000. 
A class of forty-two graduated from 

the Clinton high school. 
Fifty-three students graduated from 

Iowa College nt Grinuoll. 
A. S. Hazeltou has been appointed 

postmaster at Council Bluffs. 
A company has been formed at Mason 

City to manufacture sewer pipe. 
Crops in the neighborhood of Clear

field were badly dama'ged by hall. 
The rainy weather Interfered with the 

attendance at the DeWitt street fair. 
Work has begun on the Great West

ern's 14-stnll roundhouse ut Clarion. 
A class of forty-eight have finished 

the high school course nt Oskaloosa. 
W. M. Dawson, who disappeared from 

Albion some time ngo, has returned. 
The question of incorporating the vil

lage of Charlotte was lost by two votes. 
S. II. Ilagen has been appointed post

master at Pickering, vice L. G. Fell, re
signed. 

Dan McNnlly of Mason City, a Mil
waukee brakeman, lost a foot while coup
ling, cars. 
.Mt. Ayr United Presbyterians will re

place their old structure with a uew 
?S,000 edifice. 

James J. Carey of Lyons has beeu op-
pointed inspector of boilers nt Dubuque 
at a salary of $1,500 a year. 

Dr. Win. McClelland, Washington's 
oldest physician, is dead. He had been 
a practitioner over fifty years. 

Clarence Meyer, a 5-year-old Burling
ton boy, died of lockjaw, the result of 
running n. spliuter into his foot. 

Iowa has 5,441 Sunday schools with an 
enrollment of 475,000, who are under the 
care of US,200 teachers and officers. 

Gov. Cummins has paroled Charles 
Davis, who was sent up for nine years 
for holding up n Des Moines street car. 

The Des Moines, Iowa Falls and North
ern may build southwest from Des 
Moines in the directiou of Madison and 
Adair counties. 

Application has been made to the board 
of railroad commissioners by the Chi
cago Great Western Railroad for the 
condemnation of additional depot grounds 
and yard room at Oelwein, depot grounds 
at Marshalltown aud for a double track 
from Oelwein to Stanley. 

The following postotliees will be do
mestic money order offices front July 1: 
Bidwcll, Boyer, Cleveland, Cottonwood. 
Four Corners, Gruver, Hayes, Holy 
Cross, Kassten, Max, Prole, Robertson. 
Saint Dcmatus, Shueyvllle, Straiinm. 
Teeds, Vnrina, Wicks, Wiliiumsou aud 
Yeomnns. 

George E. Hlse, secretary of the Des 
Moines Musical Union, was elected vice-
president of the American Federation of 
Musicians, which held its annual con
vention in Buffalo, N. Y. 

The 0-year-old son of C. A. Carlstrotn, 
living near Muscatine, was killed by the 
accidental discharge of a shotguu with 
which he was playing. He had secured 
the gun during tfie absence of other 
members of the family. 

Chns. Deaver was found dead in n 
corn field, three miles northeast of Tai
nt a dge. He was subject to fits and it is 
evident the cultivator overturned with 
him nnd an iron rod struck him over the 
heart and caused instant death. 

A number of the "drugless healers" of 
the State met in Des Moines and organ
ized the Association of Natural Healers 
of Iowa. 

Col. Mollison, the new commundcr of 
the Sons of Veterans, will make an ef
fort to increase the membership iu the 
State. He will put a paid organizer in 
the field at once, 

A can of gasoline exploded in the base
ment of Rapson & Moyle's store at Griu-
nell. Fortunately water a foot deep in 
the cellar saved the building. On the 
way to tho firo a team aud hose cart ran 
over Hi Brown's 12-year-old boy, break* 
lng his leg ftjtd perbipg injuring hlqi in* 
toruUri j 

Wapello County has a mad dog scare. 
The Dubuque County grand jury may 

indict the owners of slot machines. 
Seven thoufeand^ipeoplc attended the 

Modern Woodmen picnic at Postvllle. 
Geo. B. DiXjy President of the Monroe 

Bank, is dead ta&hgc of OS years. 
Train ?j^rn begun on the 

electric road between Denver and Wat
erloo. 

A farm house west of Clinton was 
struck by llghtulng and burned to the 
ground. 

The establishment of a 500-barrel flour 
mill at LeMars is being agitated by local 
capitalists. 

The women of Boone are endeavoring 
to force the city authoriteis to clean up 
the alleys. 

Gov. Cummins delivered the address 
before the Williamsburg high school 
graduates. 

Mrs. Minnie Ilanley of Shenandonh 
has gone to Indip to take up work as a 
missionary. •./> 

Workmen on the telephone system at 
DeWitt struck for higher- wages and 
shorter hours. 

Barnum, recently nearly destroyed by 
fire, will be rebuilt in n more substantial 
manner than before. 

Mrs. Albert Otto, living five miles west 
of Davenport, was killed at a railroad 
crossing near her home. 

The strike among the Dubuque button 
workers has been settled aud the men 
have returned to work. 

The special telephone election in Bur
lington resulted in nearly a unanimous 
vote for the i>roposition. 

Win. Clark was Overcome by gas while 
working in a Dubuque storm sewer and 
narrowly escaped death. 

The Clarkson estate at Des Moines is 
valued at $100,000. It will be divided 
among a number of heirs. 

Thos. Sincox, a miner at Foster, was 
seriously injured by being caught be
tween two loaded coal cars. 

The improvements in Creston this year 
will amount to over 1,000. There is 
already a scarcity of labor. 

The residence of Ralph Chaffee at Wat-, 
erloo was damaged by fire caused by a 
gasoline stove. Loss $000. 

The attorneys for Letson Ballictt will 
ask for n new trial and failing in that 
will appeal to n higher court. 

The 4-year-old son of W. A. Schrum 
as killed by being run over by a train 

on the Burlington at Chariton. 
Gen. Byers has decided to hold the en

campment of the Fiftieth Iowa in Oska
loosa the first week in August. 

Parties prospecting for oil at Fred-
erikn struck a three-foot living stream of 
water at a depth of 1,000 feet. 

Dr. Guy P. Benton of Upper lown Uni
versity has accepted the presidency of 
Miami University at Oxford, Ohio. 

The Illinois Central Railroad now h-ts 
its own long distance telephone in op
eration between Dubuque and Chicago. 

Fred Shaffuer, a young man about -4 
years of oge, lfcriug near Millersburg, 
hung himself in his father's buggy shed. 

A new brick school house, a two-story 
bank building and n number of fine resi
dences are upder construction at Ankeny, 

Des Moines has a uew savings bank 
with a capital €tock qf $50,000. It is 
known as the Security Trust and Savings 
Bank. 

John Niemyer of Davenport robbed 
his own saloon and then reported the mat
ter to the police. His game did not 
work. 

Edward Bradley, a C. G. W. section 
hand, wns struck • Jjy a. loaded coal car 
and probably fatialy injured at Graff 
station. 

D. B. Preston of Red Oak, while at
tempting to board a moving train, had a 
foot so badly injured that amputation 
wns necessary. 

Policeman Andrew Neilson of Clinton 
was seriously injured by the accidental 
discharge of his own revolver. The bul
let entered his thigh. 

The tailoring establishment of Struts 
& Sons at Atlantic was entered by burg
lars, who carried away $100 worth of 
clothing. There is no clue. 

The creamery at Gowrie was totally de
stroyed by fire of unknown origin. The 
loss is $3,000, insurance $1,000. The own
er will rebuild at ouee. 

While Fred Parks, living uear Kirk-
yille, was engaged in felling a tree, the 
ax slipped and struck oue of his ankles, 
cutting the foot entirely off. 

Charles 15. Tucker, for fifteen years 
chief inspector of the western railway 
weighing and inspection bureau at Coun
cil Bluffs, is dead, aged 50 years. 

Albert Iletley, a teamster, was proba
bly fatally stabbed at Des Moines in a 
quarrel, by Robert Morris, a cook. The 
trouble came about in a dispute over a 
girl. 

James Cochran, a young farmer resid
ing three miles west of Keosauqua, at
tempted suicide by taking poison. Jle 
was despondent because his wife hud 
deserted liiiu. 

While under the influence of liquor, 
W. H. Walker, a Dos Moines painter, 
lost three fingers of his right hand. He 
does not know how or where the acci
dent occurred. 

Ella Bresnuhan of Rock Island, 111., 
was burned to death in Mercy hospital in 
Davenport, She was an inmate of the 
department for the insane and her cloth
ing caught fire from a stove. 

Director of the Mint George E. Rob
erts has bought the Iowa State Regis
ter, published in Des Moines, and it is 
reported that he will resign his position 
at Washington to give his atteutiou to 
the management of the property. 

It is now believed thnt W. H. Lovin. 
whose body wns found in the river near 
Rock Valley, committed suicide. It is 
thought the contusions in his skull were 
caused by striking on stones iu the river 
bed when he jumped into the water. 

A brick building two stories high, and 
occupied as a carriage factory, was de
molished at Fairfield during a heavy wind 
storm. Much other dntnage was don?, 
but no one was injured. 

The recent high water, caused by the 
excessive rains and the overflowing of 
the Iowa river, may be responsible for 
a second death in Marshalltown, Daniel 
Austin, n member of the Soldiers' Home, 
has beeth missing for several days, and 
uot one thing can be learned from any 
source that will throw any light upon 
his whereabouts. Austin was 75 years 
of age. 

A naphtha launch containing three 
young men became unmanageable at 
Waterloo and went over the dam. The 
occupants had a uarrow escape from 
drowning. 

The German Savings Bank of Berlin 
has tiled articles of incorporation with 
the Secretary of State. Its capital Is 
$15,000. William Mee of Glndbrook is 
president and Theodore P. Redder cash
ier. 

Justice Charles M. Waterman, for four 
years a member of the Supreme bench of 
Iowa, has tendered his resignation to 
Gov. Cummins, to take effect July 1. He 
forms a law partnership with ex-Con* 
gresstnau Joe R. Lane at Daveuport. 

Judge Wolf of Clinton has rendered a 
decision in th* Thomas disbarment ease 
that D. P. Thomas of Marengo should 
forever be disbarred from practicing law 
In the State of Iowa. 

Herbert Merritt and Dell Nichols, two 
C. G. AV. section men, were seriously hurt 
by being thrown from a handcar at West-
gate. The car left the track and the 
uteri received injuries that ntay prove 
fatnl. 

The Postmaster General has issued an 
order consolidating the postoffices nt 
Boonesboro with Boone on July 1 next, 
and establishing a statlou with mail fa* 
duties, etc. Free silvery tQ ex^ei^ 
e4 to Booneaboro, 
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Irrigating a Farm Garden. 
Many farmers feel so sure of succcss 

with artificial watering that they are 
putting down artesian wells nad In
tend to build reservoirs as soou as pos
sible, tfic past dry seasons causing 
them to realize the necessity of a most 
constant supply of moisture. Nearly 
all the wells are 2 inches in diameter 
and cost from 50 to SO cents per foot. 
The flow amounts to from 15 to 85 
gallons per minute. One 3%-inch well 
that cost $200 and Is 205 feet deep 
flows about 1,300 gallons per minute, 
though tho amount has never been ac
curately measured, - U is thought the 
flow of some wells near this large one 
has diminished and it is possible that 
the artesian water supply may be lim
ited. 

A few fields have been flooded or 
"wet up" direct from these wells dur
ing the fall and winter, nnd have pro
duced the following season 25 to 30 
bushels of wheat to the acre, nnd other 
crops'in proportion, while fields not so 
treated produced less than half this 
amount. Irrigation here Is largely con
fined to gardens, the water In most 
cases belug used direct from the wells, 
but a few farmers have reservoirs 
which aid in tho economical use of tho 
water, thus giving much better results. 
One garden has been Irrigated five 
years and is producing all kiuds of 
vegetables in abundance nnd of fine 
quality. A few gardens have been 
watered by wind-pumps. This method 
gives excellent results, especially wliero 
a small reservoir Is used. Other gar-
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AN AKTK81AN WATER SVPPLY. 

dens have beeu watered by pumping 
from streams. This mode of irrigation 
must necessarily be limited, as the 
amount of water in streams is very 
small during a dry time. Iu fact, I 
have seen it almost dry. 

The water is usually ruu between 
the rows of the various crops, some
times between every row, or at most 
every third or fourth row. Tho plan 
proposed is to have main ditches, with 
several sets of laterals dividing the 
fields into squares, varying in size ac
cording to the slope of the land. In
stead of ditches for the second set of 
laterals, back fturows may have to be 
substituted if tho fields have much 
slope, for the water Is too valuable to 
permit of waste. The illustration 
shows how a few "catch" the water 
from artesian wells. It may be dis
tributed as best suits the gardener or 
farmer.—L. G. Hendricks, in Farm axkl 
Home. 

The Grndna 1'cn* 
Those who find the best profit in rais

ing the wrinkled varieties,of peas will 
be glad to have the Gratjtb, fdftwit In 
the illustration. Not ouly'1s th6 qualify 
of this variety equal to that of . any 
wrinkled sort, but it is better than any. 
of the smooth sorts that are early in 
season. The Gradus combines quality 
with extra onrliness and extreme pro
ductiveness. Most of the wrinkled sorts 
are rather tender, but this variety may 
be planted as early as any of the 
smooth sorts without injury, and :s 
said to be the only wrinkled variety 
with which this can be done. The 
growth of the vine is strong and 
healthy, nnd the bearlug qualities are 
of tho best. The puds are large, hold
ing from eight to ten peas. While the 
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Sorghum for Stock Feeding. 
Any fanner who can grow corn suc

cessfully can succeed with sorghum, 
and will find It a decided addition to 
the winter supply of st^ck food, al
though those without a great deal of 
experience with it secin to think It 
can be used to advantage only as a 
supplement to the pasture. To grow 
sorghum successfully the soil must be 
put iu good condition, broken up deep 
and well prepared. Make the seed bed 
fine and sow the seed any time this 
month. Grown for hay, tho seed Is 
sown broadcast at tho rate of two 
bushels per acre aud harrowed in, but 
It Is better to grow it in rows two or 
three feet apart, the latter distance 
being preferable, enabling one to culti
vate with the horse. When grown in 
rows the culture should bo the same 
as with corn, nnd the plot should be 
kept free from weeds. Stock of all 
kinds eat sorghum readily and it will 
pay to experiment with a small plot 
of it this season. In feeding it, as 
with all foods that aro new to the ani
mals, it should bo given iu small quan
tities at first until the animals get 
used to it 

An Underground Cistern. 
Mrs. Lou Detwiler, of O'Brien Coun

ty, writes Iowa Homestead: "Will you 
please give a good plan for an under

ground cistern? 1 
. would like one so 

the pump can be In 
the house." To this * 

. the editor 
Homestead "rcfmes: 
"A cistern Is built 
according to the 

ggs-customary methods 
with an inlet for 
tho niln water. In 
the bottom or to cao 

side of the cistern Is built a filter, 
which conslstse of a solid brick wall 
made of soft brick. A lead pipe leads 
from this to the cistern pump In the 
kitchen. All cisterns should he provided 
with an overflow pipe to let off the sur
plus water In times of flood. We Und 
tliis a better plan than to depend on 
cutting oft; the flow in the inlet, as that 
will sometimes be neglected." 

Sclect Good Seed. 
Replanting iu the field is obnoxious to 

the farmers, hence they should select 
good seed. When plants are missing in 
the hills or rows the appearance of tho 
field is not attractive. It is better and 
cheaper to buy selected seed than to 
perform the labor of replanting thnt 
which would be unnecessary and which 
could be prevented by mnklng a proper 
beginning. The failure to properly pro-
pare the ground, too little enre given to 
the covering of the seeds and economiz
ing -in the use of seeds are also causes 
of loss. 

Sort Is comparatively new. It has been 
tested quitet extensively, and If it does 
as well generally as in the localities 
where it has been tested it will be an 
acquisition. 

Deep Mowing* 
We used to believe in what we read 

when young about the value of plow
ing deep to bring up the fertility that 
had loacheil down through the surface 
son luto the subsoil, our opinion was 
changed wheu wo tested the deep 
plowing upon a field with a clay sub
soil that we pluuted with corn. Later 
experiments have more thoroughly con
vinced us that deep plowing, by which 
we mean a depth of move than four to 
six inches. !s seldom beneficial iu this 
climate, whatever it may be In other 
sections of the country, 'i he crops like 
corn, that like io spread their roots 
near the surface where the soil is 
warmed by the sun, certaiuly do not 
need to have the earth stirred very 
deeply for them, while those that send 
their roots down into the subsoil, as 
onions, clever, beets, etc., can do so 
almost through the hardest subsoil or 
anything excepting a gravel In which 
there is no moisture.—American Culti
vator. 

Keeping Old liny.• 
We used to say that ul:l bay well kept 

lu the barn was better than money at 
Interest, but the following paragraph 
from an exchange leads us to think that 
it is possible to keep it too "long for 
profit. A farmer iu Lucunhi, N. II., has 
been feeding out hay to his stock this 
spring which was* harvested in the 
sprlug of 1S57—forty-five years ago. 
This hay is yet clean and bright, being 
In every way as handsome aud perfect 
us whwi put into the barn. We do not 
remember the price of hay In 1S57, but 
about 1807 we sold hay of our own cur
ing at about $00 per ton. But if that 
Vmy wns wortl'i but $20 per t*>n forty-
flv© years ago. nnd had been sold aud 
tbe money placcd at inierest, it would 
have bought a groat deal of hay this 
paring, while at compouud lnt«mt tin 
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been enough 
by this time to have paid for a pretty 
good New Hampshire farm. While is 
not a good idea to sell out so closely on 
non-perishable produce as to be obliged 
to buy again before another crop can be 
harvested, we think forty-five years Is 
too long to hold a crop. We used to ilk* 
to sell when wo could get a fair price, 
and just retain what we thought might 
be needed at home.—Massachusetts 
Ploughman. 

Gucstiiug and Knowing, f 

Thousauds of farmers have goessed 
it did not pay to feed, and so have let 
their cows dry up nearly, destroying all 
profit In milk for the entire year. Tn o 
who read, thluk and dou't guess any 
more than they can help have kept 
their herds up to the usual standard. 
Their verdict is that it lias paid a good 
profit to do this. The others are look
ing ahead with gloomy eyes. O, no! .t 
don't pay to be a reading farmer" In 
connection with the foregoing tlw 
isalryinan quotes the following as illus
trating thnt knowledge Is better than 
guessing nt things: "The Kansas exper
iment stntion at a recent test found 
that counting whent at $1 per 100 
pounds, cottonseed meal at $1.50, and 
rating butter at 17 cents per pound, and 
placing the value of skim milk against 
the hauling, there would be a very 
handsome profit In the transaction; 
therefore, that It would pay farmers a 
great deal better to purchase cottonj  

seed meal and Increase the amounl 
both of wheat straw and ground wheat 
nnd thus keep their cows In milk, avoid
ing tho shutting of the creamery with 
all the evil results which follow."— 
Hoard's Dairyman.' 
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Trimming Plum Trees. 
The trimming of plum trees Is simi

lar to that of the peach. Do not trim 
a plum tree for two or three years, as 
the little shoots bear the first fruit, 
and let them remain until you have 
had a good crop. Afterward tilm the 
trees systematically, says Mr. Skill-
man, a successful New Jersey plum 
grower. • . 
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Kurm 'Notes. 
Bordeaux mixture coutrols downy 

mildew on lima beans. 

A haphazard, go-easy way in farm
ing Is not going to bring n big profit 
this year. 

Make the boy's Interest iu the farm 
so profitable that he will be anxious to 
make farming his life work. 

Chicory culture was started by Long 
Island farmers several years ago, but 
it did not pay and has been abandoned. 

The fanner as well as the business 
man who is going to. forge to the front 
these times is the one who thinks aud 
plans. 

Broom corn should have frequent 
cultivation till the plants are two feet 
high. Then the cultivation may be 
stopped unless needed to retain moist
ure. 

It has been demonstrated that in the 
sections where thorough drainage is 
practiced larger crops are produced, 
aud at less cost than wher drainage Is 
neglected. 

The curraut worm Is ready to begin 
work on the first approach of warm 
weather. Powdered hellebore Is the 
remedy, which may be used with 
water or applied iu the dry condition, 
while the leaves are damp from rain 
or dew. 

String beans can be obtained during 
the entire summer by planting once a 
mouth for successive supplies. Tin 
seed germinate! quickly in warm 
weather, and the plants grow rapidly. 
They can also be extensively grown 
for pickling. 

When the old strawberry beds aw 
out of use plow them under for latt 
cabbage or turnips. If preferred the 
land may remain for a garden plot 
next Bprlng, but if such is prcforred 
the bed must bo seed. Lnte In th« 
fall cover the beds with manure and 
plow tbt plot next spring. 


