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Some men convince themselves by 
trying to persuade others. 

> It 1b more blessed to give tliail It Is 
to receive—also more expensive. 

" No, gentlo reader, a man does not 
necessarily need to be a cur to enjoy 
dog days. 

. Tour friends may try to appear In
terested, but they don't like to hear 

. 'you tell your troubles. 

Occasionally when a man doesn't 
vknow. lust what to any his silence Is 
a.mlataken (or a superior brand of wis

dom. 

One of the Rothschilds has offered 
$6,000 for an arctic flea. Unless he Is 
an expert In judging fleas he Is liable 
to get bitten. 

Russell Sage Is to be commended as 
a man who ling, reached his eighty-
third year , without contracting an ex
travagant habits whatever. 

: It costs something to get the Infor
mation, but Uncle Sam succeeds In lo
cating an uncharted rock somewhere 

;»'"on his coasts every few days. 

The commotion about trade In the 
Orient suggests a new version of an 
old conundrum. When In an open 
door not an open door? When It is an 
International jar. 

According to Professor Zueblln we 
; ore a people that multiply our bath 
tubs aiid the peed for them at the 
same time. But then this Is not quite 
so bad as leaving out the bath tubs 
altogether. 

• A Chicago university professor Is 
credited with the statement that can. 
nlballsm, In Its place, is all right. 
Branson Alcott, the Conc6rd philoso
pher, used to say, "If you are going to 

. eat meat at all, why not eat the best?" 

A chapter on the favorite outdoor 
. sports of persons more than ono hun
dred years old would necessarily be 
brief, yet there is more material than 
the unobservant might anticipate. A 
press-dispatch announces that a New 

. York citizen celebrated his one hun
dred and first birthday. In part, by ris
ing at six o'clock, eating a hearty 
breakfast, and going out to play cro
quet with members of the family. 

The school board of New York lias 
refused, after' deliberation, to grant 

.the request that tablets bearing the 
names of the three assassinated Pres
idents be placed In the sclioolbouses. 
Such a tablet, they felt, would seem 
to elevate these three men above oth
ers who have filled the office, and ele
vate them—here Is the point to li t:1— 
not because of deeds or qualities, but 
because of the method of their death. 
The committee wisely decided that 
anything which kept assassination in 
mind was out of place In a schoolroom. 

The partition of China, the Eastern 
question,, the development of South 
Africa are mere child's play by the 

^slde of the mysterious question, "Will 
I ever he Americanized?" In all 

eerlolsDOTS, It is time that an "Ameri
can invaSiton," like charity, should be
gin at hom&S»It is no blind worship 
of the past, leffst^f all, pessimism, 
sigh over the Amerteagi spIrijreFafor
mer day, as WordswortKsWf over Mil
ton,'and say, "Thou shouldst be living 
at this hour." With contempt of or
derly legal process rampant In various 

• parts of the land; with the equality 
of men before the law sharply chal-

„••••. lenged, and with the career' open to 
. talent denied, thoughtful Americans 

may well cry out for a reassertlon of 
American liberty under a government 

-• of law. 

It is fUe little things that count lu 
this world. The trifles that no one 

. bears very much about—perhaps they 
. ace never known to the world at large 

—but only some one somewhere knows 
that a good deed has been done. Big 
things speak for themselves. Grand 
stand players are pretty sure that 
their light will not be hidden under a 
bushel measure, and that nn observ-

. tag populace will pay a Just and de
served tribute to their charity, no nint-

-. ter what particular sbafie It has taken. 
Every one talks obout their love for 

, ; their fellow men, and what they do 
to further their Interests, nnd they 
are so constantly In the glare of the 
lime light that they in time really con
sider themselves public benefactors. 
And so they are, because they un-

* doubtedly have been of material as-
" sistance to others. But what of the 

man who gives his charity quietly? 
' Who never lets his right hand know 
r:t;;tiWhat the left has done. The man who 
jftflglves and gives day after day, and 

forgets It ns soon as his hands leave 
•*rnl» pocket The man who cannot see 

, a friend going down the hill without 
stopping to give him a boost up again. 

; The man who can give a cheery wonl 
If he has nothing more to give, and 
who moreover loves to give It. How 
many of these men do you know? You 
could count them on one hand, couldn't 

• you? And yet they are many. 

Autumn has lost some of the gloom 
' attributed to it by the poets of the 

last generation. Once there was a "re
sponse In every heart to the famous 
line: "The melancholy days are come, 
the saddest of the year." Now it has 
• hint of artificiality, and it seems to 
be only the pleasant melancholy of ex
treme youth that flourishes In tlie 
splendid glow and Invigorating air of 

.. October and November. Some of the 
wssons for this change are prosaic 

j . enough. One Is doubtless the gradual 
disappearance of the physical dread of 

' winter brought about by the Invasion 
.. of farm house and apartment house 

by the useful furnace. When the farm
er's family slept In rooms 111 which 

water, froze and into which snow drift
ed under the shingles, to He In tiny 

•'^{drifts along the floor, they wight be 
j;:,i';sp«mloned for a little shrinking at the 

—approach of cold weather. The surn-
. . .mer vacation has done Its share In 
:. v scattering the sadness of autumn. The 

gloom of barren fields and leafless 
}i \3! 'trees was deepened by tired nerves and 

a reluctant digestion. Now, when al-
^'..•most every worker has a short breath-

space, the fall comet) as the be-
Vjjv' ginning of a season of healthful if 

strenuous work, not as the end of one 
". weary struggle and the beginning of 

another still more weary. But the 
change 'of mood lu regard to autumn 

%^,3hns a still deeper source. Knowledge 
Sand science have given us confidence jVifli 

• tfe'ln the permanence and beueflwnce of 
gj^witure's tows. The savage feared tho 

eclipse which we now study with de
lighted eagerness. The plonoer dread
ed the winter of an-untried climate. 
The dangers of drought, of flood, of 
famine and of tempest have all been 
mitigated or conquered by the advance 
of civilization. So the farmer and the 
poet alike may exchange "the melan
choly days" of .Bryant for "the happy 
autumn fields" of Tennyson, nnd may 
have faith with Browning that "spring 
shall plant and autumn garner to the 
end of time." 

There Is an Increasing tendency of 
the public to challenge the wisdom of 
maintaining high schools at public ex
pense. While the discussion of the 
status and purpose of the high school 
will take a wide range, the question 
that Is of greatest popular and peda
gogic Interest Is stated as follows: 
"Should tho public high school be look
ed on primarily as a school to prepare 
young men and women for the college 
and university? Or should it be viewed 
as an Independent school with Its own 
important ends and alms, to which 
preparation for higher schools must be 
strictly secondary?" In discussing this 
question It should not be forgotten that 
the high school and the State univer
sity arc Integral parts of the "com
mon school system" of the State. The 
existence of the State university as a 
part of tho State's system of public 
education Implies the existence of a 
connecting link between the grammar 
or Intermediate grades and the State 
university. To leave out any of the 
rounds In the State's educational lad
der would be illogical and unwise. It 
Is plainly obvious therefore that prep-' 
aratlon for the State university should' 
be at least an Incidental consideration' 
In arranging the curricula of the high 
schools. There is little doubt, how
ever, that the preponderance of opin
ion among the more progressive edu
cators favors the Idea of making the 
high school "the people's college" In
stead of a preparatory school for the 
higher Institutions of learning; that its 
chief aim should be to provide a more 
practical training In language and the 
sciences for pupils who are unable to 
attend colleges or universities. It Is 
their belief that It should supply the 
"finishing touches" to a common school 
education, and that preparation for a 
university'Should be only a secondary^ 
consideration. To the mind of the lay
man there does not seem to be any 
reason why the high school should not 
serve both these purposes. There Is 
nothing Incompatible between the Idea 
of a "people's college" and the shap
ing of a curriculum In such a way as 
to prepare pupils for a university. The 
preparatory course should be separate 
and distinct from the course that is de
signed to finish a boy's education and 
prepare him to grapple Immediately 
with the problems of life. Such a com
bination of purpose would- seem to 
constitute the Ideal twentieth century 
high school. 

SHE IS RUNNING A 

V. UTILE SOCIAL WAR. 

"'• DUCHESS OF WESTMINSTER 

In London she Is very much a society 
woman, and does not like Americans. 
She says they are too modern, and she 
Is excluding theni from aH of her so
cial functions. She snubbed several 
Americans and was In turn snubbed by 

^thc King for her treatment of them, 
She Is a sister of the Princess of Pless. 

WA8TE IN THE KITCHEN. 

Too Milch Food la Bought anl Kcon 
•iny In Not Practiced. 

The people of every American city 
are extravagant. They tjuy too much 
food and waste enough to support all 
the poor of the community. In the 
last half-century the great body of 
our people have had no strong Induce
ment to learn and practice close econ
omy, especially such as Is character
istic of the Immigrants from Germany. 
To save oil food, even to a large 
amount, would not be, necessarily, to 
fall below a plane of generous living. 
Wherever the kitchen Is ruled chiefly 
by hired servants waste Is to be ex
pected. It would be unreasonable to 
suppose that servants who are not tied 
to a family l>y affection and long serv
ice, but who work pimply for wages, 
will take pains to prevent waste. Per
haps It Is not easy for a mistress with 
positive Id?as about cconomy in the 
kitchen to keep the average servant. 
The woman who has many exacting 
social or other duties can hardly give 
to her household the attention re
quired for economical living. A dense 
population promotes domestic economy. 
"Where people are crowded together 
there are means of making the most 
of foods." Thus lu the compact and 
therefore the poorer sections of a great 
city hucksters save parts of vegetables 
which would be wholly rejected as un
lit for food In the sections Inhabited 
by the well-to-do, and sell them at 
low prices. In such neighborhoods 
the people are well fed at small ex
pense.—Philadelphia Record. 

Mellnda Went. 
One of the old Governors of the Car-

ollnas was a man who had lived a 
farmer's life most of the time until ho 
was elected; and his wife having never 
seen a steamboat or a railroad and 
having no wish to test either one, re
fused to accompany her husband to 
the capital. 

When the Governor reached his des
tination he found that almost all the 
other officials were accompanied by 
tlielr wives, and he sent an Imperative 
message to Ills brother to "fetch Me-
llnda along." 

The brother telegraphed, "She's 
afraid even to look at the engine." 

The Governor read the message and 
pondered over It for a few moments. 
At the end of that time he sent off the 
following command: 

"Bill, you blindfold Mellmla, and 
back her on to the train." 

"Mellnda" arrived at tlio capital 
with the victorious "Bill" twenty-four 
hours later. , ^£5 
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HABI'lS ARE VERY BAD 

MRS. LESLIE SCORE8 THE LON
DON "SMART SET." 

Plutocracy, fi'lic Bars, tlie Only Recog
nized Aristocracy—Debutantea Talk 
Bhocktncly, and the Cake Walk la a 
Favorite In Society* 4 

The Baroness de Bazus, more fa
miliarly known to the general public 
as MrB. Frank Leslie, Is home from 
Europe and tells some Interesting 
things about the "smart set" of Lon
don. She expresses decided disap
proval of * ninny of the features now 
existing in English Bociety. Plutoc
racy, she asserts, is the only recog
nized aristocracy of England. The 
marriage game is played on a strictly 
financial basis, and settlements are 
talked about long before the betrothal 
of young persons for whoso benefit tlie 
alliance Is planned. American women 
who find it Impossible to enter society 
In New York can obtain easy access 
to the London smart BCt If they only 
possess the necessary, capital with 
which to lay siege to British royality 
and nobility. 

"My last trip abroad, from which I 
have Just returned, lias convinced me," 
Bhe said, "American women who are 
perfectly prdper at home frequently 
act In an utterly shameless manner 
when they discover an opportunity to 
sell themselves or their daughters to 
some nobleman or aristocratic London
er. A million dollars Is a mere baga
telle nowadays when it comes to pur
chasing an eligible life mate In the 
gay English capital. The more you 

una. FRANK LESLIE. 

pay the better the article. No small 
dowers are accepted. You don't have 
to be in the Queen's set to learn that. 

"The English know how to appreci
ate our money bags as well as our 
beautiful women. London nnd Paris 
are filled to overflowing with Ameri
cans who are very popular Just now 
because they have been approved by 
King Edward, who lias always been an 
ardent admirer of American women. 

"England may be Americanizing, but 
the' habits and customs of the Bmnrt 
set across the Atlantic are revolting In 
the eyes of Americans of refinement. 
That disgusting travesty on dancing, 
known among us as the 'cake walk,' is 
danced every, night by the arjatocracy 
of Eaglmid. I jny. 
m?te that the cflkewalk Is not danced 
here in America, but it certainly Is not 
now taken up as a fad among our se
lect sets as It is in England. 

"There seems to be 110 sense of the 
proprieties regarding the discussion of 
certain phases of society which are 
Beldom spoken of among us, but which, 
In London, you may hear young debut
antes discussing lu the most candid 
way. Vice in the abstract is openly 
discussed, aud frequently forms the 
sole topic of conversation at dinner 
parties where both men and women 
are present. The example Is partly re
sponsible for this state of affairs. 

"Drinking Is lodulged in on a much 
more temperate scale In London than 
It Is here, and in fact than It wns 
there a few years ago. The nicest peo
ple Imbibe only the light wines, nnd 
while you often see a dinner begin 
and end with champagne, almost never 
do you sec a variety of wines, while 
liqueurs and cordials are seldom used 
and brandies and whiskies are abso
lutely tabooed In polite society. Of 
course, the men drink the stronger 
liquors after the women have left the 
table and sought the seclusion of the 
drawlng-rooins. 

"Much ns I might say I11 honor of 
the beauty of the American woman, I 
must confess that the English matron 
outshines her In one respect. She 
maintains until she is long past middle 
life a most glorious complexion. I 
suppose the climate docs a great deal 
toward Improving her complexion, she 
Is virtually steaming her face every 
day In the dense fogs mid rains. 

"Oh! I nearly forgot to tell you that 
King Edward Is really In love with 
Queen Alexandra, lie really cannot 
forget how attentive she was to him 
during his last illness, and, while he 
still admires Lily Langtry and occa
sionally puts his stamp of approval on 
another chosen one, his heart is safe in 
the keeping of that regal beauty, the 
Queen." 

Tho title of Baroness do Bazus, 
which Mrs. Leslie says she has adopt
ed for business rensons when she did 
not desire her name to appear before 
the public, is an licrcditury one. Ba
ron de Bazus was an ancestor of hers 
whQ_came to this country to avoid the 
persecution of the Huguenots. 

FISH CLIMB TO REACH WATER. 

Old Angler Telle Story to Prove Pis
catorial Reasoning Power. 

"Flslics have more sense than they 
are credited with having," said an old 
angler, "and my experience has taught 
me not to put much faith in the state
ment that they only know things from 
the vibration due to concussion. I 
think they renson In some way or oth
er. I don't know Just how It Is. I am 
satisticd that nature has not been par
ticularly extravagant In the matter of 
giving flsb Intelligence. Besides, I 
know that their eyes arc 'flat,' and 
they can see but very little. I sup
pose tho eyo of tho fish Is worse, if 
anything, than the eyo of the reptile. 
But taking all these things Into con
sideration, 1 am convinced from little 
things I have observed that the fish Is 
a pretty wise member and that he at 
least knows what Is good for him 
when he Is confronted by the blunt Is
sue of surviving or not surviving. Why 
is It that a fish always flounders to
ward the water? Thai's the point I 
have in mind, and It is the one fact 
above all others that has convinced 
me that the fish has more sense tban 
we think. I have never seen a fish 
that would not flounder toward the 
water. 

WICKED LITTLE REPUBLIC OF MORESNET, 
WHICH IS TO BE SWALLOWED BY BELGIUM 

HOTTC*©fcM 

m WmMsm ww/fi/Mi. m 
Moresnet, the little neutral district whose wickedness has caused its 

downfnll, is ail odd patch In the map of Europe, at the Junction of Prussia, 
Belgium and the Netherlands. It Is about a mile and a half square, con
tains not more than &500 people, and until 1814 was n part of Austria. The 
rcparccling of Europe after the downfnll of'Napoleon In 1815 resulted in an 
agreement to leave the little Btrlp as neutral ground, upon which all the ad-
Joining countries could meet. So the district lins been practically a republic 
until a few days ago, when the letting of gambling privileges by the council-
men and the consequent debauching of young men from the surrounding 
country led to diplomatic "notes" between Germany and Belgium and the 
sale of Germany's claims to Belgium. It is said that Moresnet will now be 
disciplined, taxed, swallowed up by Belgium, and lier men forced to military 
and other odious service. 

"I know two answers will be made 
to this suggestion. One Is that there 
Is generally a slope toward the water, 
and that lience the force. of gravity 
determines the direction of the fish's 
movement. And the other Is a pri
mary reason—tho matter of instinct, 
as distinguished from reason. These 
explanations do not satisfy me. In 
the first place, -I-reject the theory 
which makes a difference between In
stinct and reason. I cannot tell the 
difference between the attributes, so 
much are they -alike. In the second 
place, I want to tell you that I have 
seen flsh floundering up hill. Why? 
Simply because they were forced to 
flounder up hill In order to get back 
Into the water. Does a flsh know any-
thnlg about direction and distance? I 
think so. I have seen them Jump and 
flounder up hill, inch after inch, until 
they got back to the edge of the 
stream out of which they had been 
Jerked. It may be what some of the 
writers call 'instinct,' but to save my 
soul I 'can't tell 'Instinct' from whnt 
we are accustomed to regard as reason 
In higher forms of life."—New Orleans 
Times-Democrat. 

REMEMBERS WAR OF 1812; 

IS PROUD OF HER ANCESTRY 

The oldest "Daughter of the Revolu
tion" is Mrs. Elizabeth Sumner Ander
son, of Dover, Mass., formerly of Rox-
bury. Mrs. Anderson was born in 1808, 
and is one of the five members of the 
society living whose fathers fought In 
the revolution. Mrs. Anderson remem
bers the stirring times of 1812, al
though but 4 years of age at the 
tiine. The events were calculated^to 
leave an impression In her childish 
mind. She relates stories of all the 
great battles of the" revolution as they 
were told her by participants. She 
remembers her father and grandfather 
as they left home to Join, the contlnt * 
tal troops that forced the British olft 
of Boston. Mrs. Anderson is proud of 
her ancestors. Her father was Edward 

WX.SOMTtER. 

Sumner and her mother Johanna Sum
ner, daughter of Rev. Joseph Sumner, 
of Shrewsbury. Thus she traces her 
lineage through both of the famous 
families of Revolutionary fame. Her 
paternal grandfather, William Sum
ner, wns a member of the committee of 
"correspondence and safety" of Rox-
bijry and one of the Boston "Ten Par
ty" on March 4, 1870. Mrs. Sumner 
Is proud of the fact that her mother 
saw Gen. Washington. Through her 
fntlicr she Is related to Governor In
crease Sumner, nnd Is herself a first 
cousin to Charles Sumner, Massachu
setts' great dntl-slavery representative 
In the United States Senate. The fur
niture in her home is of the troublous 
times, and every piece has a history 
of its own. 

Wi§, 
BANDMASTER BROOKE SAYS 

RAG-TIME IS NATURAL MUSIC 

Thomas Preston Brooke, the great 
uuuuiuusicr, says rag-time is the thing 
—natural music. He Eaid to a Chicago 
reporter: 

"When the first idea of rhythm came 
to Adam as he was marching out of 
the Garden of Eden it was in rag-time. 
Before thot there, had been no music 
In his soul, but the serpent woke him 

T1IOMAS PRESTON BROOKE, 

, up and he woke to rag-time. Rag-time 
was not Invented any more than har
mony wns Invented. It Is a product 
of nature. The 'Juber,' buck-and-wlng 
dances of the old plantation darky 
are but Improvements 011 this crude 
music. No more Inspiring strain was 
ever played than the rag-tline which 
the shovel-footed dancer pats with bis 
hands, shuffles with his feet, or plucks 
on hi* banjo- Get Into the circle 

around a -vigorous dancer doing a 
buck-and-wlng or a sand shuffle, and 
If you keep your feet and hands still 
you have no music In your make-up. 

"All the old-time fiddlers were rag
time performers. 

"A11 the old masters wrote rag-time. 
Richard Wagner, the great poet and 
wizard of harmony, wns a past master 
at It. The theme for many of our most 
popular songs, and some of them are 
of the most 'raggedy' character, comc 
from his operas. • However, when It 
comes to transposing one of these 
same operas into rag-time, I am afraid 
It will be a task beyond any Chicago 
leader. 

"I play rag-time because the people 
want It. I.do not lead*a band to edu
cate the public, but to entertain It." 

THRIFTY GERMAN WOMAN. 

She Makee the Government Custodian 
of Valuable Securities;" 

If women are not quite such good 
hands at making money as men, they 
at least take the palm in devising ex
traordinary means for saving It, says 
the London Telegraph. A curious case 
In point has recently come to the 
knowledge^ of a firm of bankers in 
Bunzlau, who, disgusted at the clever
ness with which they had been de
prived of their yearly fees, have made 
the matter public. In that city there 
Is a wealthy woman who is wont to 
improve her mind by frequent travels 
and as she possesses a goodly collec
tion of debentures, shares and other 
kinds of scrip she was accustomed-to 
deposit them In a well-known bank 
there during her absence, paying a con
siderable sum for their safekeeping. 
Last March she hit upon a most In
genious way of cutting down this ex
pense. She put all her scrip in capa
cious envelopes, lind them duly regis
tered and directed to a fictitious ad
dress in Berlin, writing on the envel
ope her own name as the sendee and 
requesting that they should be return
ed to her in case of nondelivery. And 
then she set out for her Journey, The 
packets In due time found their way 
to the capital, where the post left 
nothing undone to discover the where
abouts . of the mythical addressee. 
After having spent days and days In 

"fruitless research the officials gave It 
up in despair and returned the packet 
to Bunzlau to be banded back to the 
sender. But ns she was abscut and 
as it is against tho rules of the Ger
man post to give registered letters to 
any one but the person whose name Is 
on the envelope the authorities were 
forced to take charge of the packets 
uetil tlie woman's return. The saving 
thus effected is said to be very con
siderable and the post nnd tho bank 
are devising some method of check
mating the scheme in the future. 
.: :.y , 

;.v: Tho Height of Insult. 
"I'll have 110 more to do wld young 

Harold Percy Flannagan," said Mr. 
Scauuon. "If he comes home, he'll not 
darken me dure more than wonce." 

"What have ye against old Tom 
Flnnnagan's boy?" asked Mr. Mc
Queen. 

"He's too stuck on himself since he 
got his Job being slcrety to Congress
man Clancy. He's that proud he'll not 
be speaking wld an honest man." 

"Phwat's he done?" 
"Phwat's lie done? I wrote him a 

letter to Washln'ton. 'Harold Percy 
Flannagan,' I says. 'Washln'ton,' an' 
d'ye" know phwat he done? Do you 
know phwat he done, I say?" 

"I do not," said Mr. McQueen grave
ly. "Pliwat did he do?" 

"He marked it a dead letther, after 
he'd opened It and give it to the gov-
er'mint to slnd back to me." 

"Well, maybe he didn't get It." 
"Didn't get it! Ho did get it. He 

opened it. 'Twas open in the invlllp I 
sent an' that put in another from tho 
dead letther office. 'Take back ycr 
letther,' he says. 'I don't want it. Yer 
not good enough for me.' He bands it 
to the gover'mlnt an' tells them to slnd 
It bock to Mike Scannon, that knew 
his father forty years." 

" 'TIs very queer." 
"'Tls very Insulting. If he wanted 

to slnd It back, why didn't he Bind It 
back himself, like a glntleman?" 

A Curious Caso. 
A horse belonging to a Missouri man 

got a lump on its Jaw three years ago. 
Its owner had a veterinary surgeon 
operate on the animal the other day 
and he took out a hard, smooth sub
stance about four inches long and an 
inch wide, resembling a white stone. 
Those who have examined It say It is 
petrified corncob. The commonly ac
cepted theory Is that the horse, while 
eating, got a cob caught 111 Its mouth, 
which slowly worked Its way Into his 
Jaw until It lodged Just beneath the 
skin. The animal never seemed to 
suffer from Its presence.—New York 
Tribune. qSS&r 

gffil 
Reason Enough. ^ , 

"If you'll notice," said Finuick, "the 
poets invariably say 'she' when refer
ring to,, the earth. Why should the 
earth be considered femlnlne7" 

"Why not? Nobody knows Just how 
old the earth is."—Philadelphia Public 
Ledger. 

When a woman tells her husband 
she Is willing that he shall marry 
again afler her death, it indicates that 
she fo£l» In perfect health. 

\ 
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When .you put 011 style there Is al
ways some one in the world to refet 
to It as "your attempts,'< 

1 - , 
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POLITICS8 B H B 
OF THE DAY 

Our "Rampant Prosperity." 
It-now begins to look as If "Republi

can luck" was going to desert the 
G. 0. P. Shrewd political observers 
of both parties recognize the fact that 
the Republican party has been as for
tunate In Its defeats as In Its ^victories. 
All well-informed and fair-minded men 
know that the panic of 1803 and the 
nucceedlng years of depression would 
have occurred, no matter who had been 
elected President In 1882. The Harri
son administration was put to its wits' 
end to- conceal treasury deficits and 
stave off a bond Issue until Cleveland 
was: Inaugurated. In fact the plates 
for a new issue of bondu were ready 
before Harrison left the White House. 
The 1803 panic was partly due to the 
Republican spendthrifts who, before 
1803, had "tJlrnrn In" all of the big 
surplus left by Cleveland In 1888. It 
would have been fortunate for the 
Democrats had they lost In 1802. 

But the Republicans have overstayed 
their time and are almost certain to 
have to take their own medicine next 
year. They are doing their best to pre
vent a business collapse before next 
year and are whistling hard to keep 
up their courage. But many recognlzze 
that the Jig Is up with them. This idM 
is beginning to find expression In Re
publican papers. One of the oldest and 
staunchest of them, the Chicago Jour
nal, said, a few days ago, that "The 
belief Is strong that the tide of pros
perity Is turning, or Is about to turn." 

The Government bulletins nnd re
ports, of course, tell us at length a'l 
about the prosperity Items, but cay 
little about the gloomy Items which 
are getting more numerous from day 
to day. Thus tlie Bureau of Statistics 
Bulletin of Aug. 8 shows up the favor
able features of our Internal commerce, 
says that "the current year compares 
favorably with the corresponding period 
In 1002 or 1001," and then hastens to 
say that "there Is no evidence of a 
general recession In commercial activi
ties, corresponding to the extraordinary 
shrinkage in speculative values." 

The American Economist, the organ 
of the Protective Tariff League, Is 
working harder than ever to demon
strate on paper that prosperity Is still 
here. Some of the headlines In Its Issue 
of Aug. 21 are: "Prosperity Rampant;" 
"General Prosperity Untouched;" "Tho 
Facts of Prosperity;" "Significant Fig
ures; Our Commercial Expansion Un
der Protective Tariffs;" "Labor's'Pros
perity." 

When the Republican papers' are as
serting that "Prosperity is still here," 
and are trying to prove It by publish
ing statistics showing that Pennsyl
vania's' Iron nnd steel Industry' paid 
twice ns much In wages In 1002 as I11 
180!l; that our Imports were greater 
last year than ever before: that our 
p.cstoffice receipts were higher than 
ever last year; and other favorable Sta
tistics which they tell us are reliable 
barometers of trade; while we are be
ing assured that our crop prospects are 
again good, and that the railroads are 
threatened with another "car fiimltio;" 
and; while, the Secretary of Agriculture 
Is telling us that everything is lovely 
with the farmers, who are simply .wor
rying about how and where to Invest 
their rapidly accumulating profits, It 
may be Avell to mention some of the 
signs that point In the opposite direc
tion. Here are a few of them: J 

1. Great depression In Wall street. 
Stocks hnve shrunk from 20 to 1C0 
points during the last year, the average 
shrinkage being about 30 per cfnt. 
Financial experts do not agree with 
Republican politicians that there Is no 
connection between Wall street and the 
rest of the country. They know that 
business Is done mainly upon a credit 
bnsl8, and that Wall street Is the heart 
of the credit system. Hence when the 
heart Is disordered nnd diseased the 
whole system Is deranged and debili
tated. Thus, Mr. Cuthbert Mills, for 
many yea in the financial expert of' the 
New York Tribune,'the leading KepuU* 
Ucan paper I11 the country, said in Its 
Isau5 of Aug. 0: 

"The country Is beginning to wake 
up to wbat Is liable to happen In mer
cantile and Industrial affairs. There 
Is leBS boasting than was recently 
heard about the country not being con
cerned with the gambling operations of 
Wall street. These operations, when 
they arc 011 such a scale as we see 
them now, arc the sign and forerunner 
of a business contraction, In produc
tion and. prices, which lilll put the 
country through much the same expe
rience that Wall street has had. Good 
crops will mitigate tills considerably, 
but will not prevent It. And it may 
be repeated what was said last week, 
that the merchant Or manufacturer 
who Is much spread out at this time. 
Is lu the same dangerous position ns 
was the sprend out Wall street man six 
months ago." 

Hambleton & Company and other 
financial authorities have recently 
written in the same vein. 

2. This is a year of numerous and 
great strikes. History shows that the 
sequels to such years are years of de
pression and panic. The strike years 
of 1872, 1883 and 1802 are examples. 
By the middle of 1802 there were be
tween GOO nnd 000 strikes on and the 
number increased later. The year 1803 
saw a collapse in business und a finan
cial crisis not equalled since 1837. Un
doubtedly the 1803 panic owed much 
of its severity to the flotation of num
erous protected trusts with watered 
stocks and to the high trust prices and 
stock-kiting which followed the pass
age of the McKInley bill in 1800, with 
Its outrageous high duties. The 1001 
depression "is likely to be as much 
more severe tban the 1803 one as the 
number, size, nnd power of trusts and 
the watering and kiting of stocks were 
greater following the Dlngley than fol
lowing the McKInley bill. 

3. Iron and steel prices, which are 
considered the barometer of industry, 
are declining rapidly In spite of the ef
forts of the great and small steel trusts 
to regulate production and prices. 
Southern foundry No. 2 pig Iron has 
declined from $18 to $12 per ton; Bes
semer pig, which sold at. Pittsburg, 
Aug. 20, 1002. at $21.50, sold at $17.85, 
Aug. 10, 1003. Within a year steel 
billets have declined from $31 to $27; 
steel beams at tidewater from $2.25 to 
$1.78%l and steel bars from $2 to 
$1.70. Much of this decline lias oc
curred wltliln n few weeks. 

4. The country's cleurlngs or bank 
exchanges are declining. From $3,-
080,007,892, May 0th, 1901. they fell to 
$2,452,230,721, Jan. 3d, 1902, to $2,277,-
061,120, Jan. 3d, 1903, and to $1,0G9,-
""027, Aug. 15th, 1003. 

5. Fewer buildings are being erect
ed. The monthly record kept by tha 
Constructing News shows that build
ing operations In 10 of the principal 
cities fell off 17 percent for July, 1003, 
as compared with July, 1002. The de
cline Is attributed to a stringency In 
the money market and the apprehen
sion of what the future has In store. 

0. Great land speculation, especial
ly in the Northwest. Political econo
mists agree that the climax of what is 
called prosperity Is marked by jj great 
rise In land values. This rise for rea
sons which need not be explained here, 
marks the beginning of industrial de
pression. 

7. Some of the minor signs of trou
ble ahead are: 

Closed cotton mills, throwing 500,000 
out of work. 

Closed Iron, woolen nnd other mills 
"to make repairs" and because of low 
prices. 

Reduction of 50 cents per ton In 
price of buckwhcnt (steam) coal In 
Philadelphia, because of the shutting 
down of many Industrial plants. 

-Recent heavy withdrawals from 
New York savings banks. " 

Blowing out of over COO coke ovens 
In Conncllsvllle region, because of over 
supply. 

Reduction of ,10 to 15 per cent In 
wages of many of the textile strikers 
In Philadelphia who three months ago 
struck for higher wnges and shorter 
hours—and got neither. 

Decreased demand for hlgb-grade 
woolen and' Increased demand for 
cheap, shoddy nnd cotton goods, show
ing exhausted buying power of the 
people. 

Unparalleled Immigration, greatl7 
Increasing the number iooking for Jobs 
nnd thus prolonging strikes and Insur
ing defeat and lower wages for work
ers. 

In view of these facts, or portents 
of hard times, It is improbable that 
the Republicans, with nil of their ad
vantages from being in control of gov
ernment and - industry, can stave off 
the inevitable collapse until the elec
tion of 1004. The two great factors.In 
their favor and that have prevented a 
collapse before now are a succession 
of good crops and a decrease in the 
value of money caused by greatly In
creased output of gold: The stimulus 
to business from cheapening money, 
whlclTmaulfe&ts itself in advancing 
prices, artificial and deceptive though 
it be, is likely to continue. It can post
pone but cannot prevent a depression 
In. business. If our crops turn out 
much below the ordinary hard times 
may begin tills fall. If.they are above 
the ordinary the break, though it will 
begin soon, will not be severely felt 
uutll next year. 

" / BYRON W. HOLT. 
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Tlie Trusts, the Administration aud 
the People. 

The National Glass. Budget- Mys that 
the Flint Bottle Manufacturers' Pro
tective Association, nt Its regular meet
ing In Indianapolis, advanced prices on 
n majority of Its wares from 5 to 15 
per 'cent. It also agreed riot to make 
any"contracts for delivery after Jan. 
1, 1004, and decided not to start any 
of Its factories before Sept. 14. This 
same Glass Budget contains n circular 
letter Issued by the Federation Win
dow Glass Company predicting higher 
prices for window glass. 

Here are two trusts boldly plying 
their Illegal business under the noTie of 
President Roosevelt and Ills Attorney 
General, ns well as III front of the 
new Department of Commerce, which 
was to kill all bad trusts by publishing 
the facts about them. Is It not high 
time for these functionaries to get 
busy and to wipe some of these thou
sands. of illegal combinations off the 
map of tills once free country? When 
can wo expect results? The trusts are 
not sleeping, even If the officials are. 
They are making hay while the' Re
publican sun.ls shining for them. They 
are "standing pat" under the Repub
lican tariff umbrella nnd are playing 
their game of hold-up without losing 
a trick. The people are the victims. 
Will, these victims of trust robbery 
again vote for the party of trusts and 
for officials who habitually violate 
their oath of office and who appparent-
ly can neither smell, lienr nor see 
trusts, although they are as thick as 
mosquitoes ju New Jersey, and a hun
dred times more harmful to the people? 
They will not, unless Lincoln was mis
taken when he said that "you can't 
fool all of the people all of tlie time." 

Roosevelt—Can you see the bottomf 
Payne—There don't seem to be anj 

bottom. 
An Kxccptlou. *v'" 

"Ah," sighed the morallzer, "after a 
man shuffles off tills mortal coll he Is 
soon forgotten." 

"Oh, I don't know," rejoined the de
moralizer. "My wife's first husband 
has been under the sod for ten years 
and I am not allowed to forget him." 

His View of Ijt. 
"What Is your ldga-of matrimony?" 

asked the fnlr^jnald who was occupy
ing the an^iofis sent. 

"Well," replied the man who had 
balked at^the liuid'e, "It's all right for' 
those wW haven't enough worry." 

1 ' tiu 

"Blxby's wife can converse In In 
languages." "Yes; and can't keep still 
In any one of them."—Judge. 

She—What are -you thinking of, 
dear? He—The dearest person on 
earth. She—You conceited old thing. 
—The Household Ledger. 

He—I'd like to meet Miss Bond. She 
—Why? "I hear she has thirty thou
sand a year and no Incumbrance." "Is 
she, looking "for one?"—Life. 

"I told papn your poems were the 
children of your brain." "Whnt did he 
say?" "Said they were bad enough to 
be put In the reform school." 

"That," said Willie, as he launched 
a heavy volume nt his little brother's 
head, "Is the coming book. It's bound 
to make a hit."—Columbia Jester. 

The Anxious Mother—Are you snra 
my son lias appendicitis? The Emi
nent. Speclalist—We can tell yon bet
ter, madam, after the operation.— 
Life. 

Pat—How does yez lolke codfish 
balls? Mike—Faltli! an' I nlver 'tend
ed one; but It's big tolmes I've had 
down at the fireman's hop.—Llppin-
cott's. 

Lord Llttleensh (lovingly)—You are 
my soul. Edith—Yes; I told papa that 
"Oh, what did he say?" "Said jrria. 
dfdn't earn enough to keep your soul i 
and body together."—Judge. : 

Patience—Before he married her he.. 
coul(ln't <lo too much for her, i>at now 
he wouldn't lift his hand to help her. 
Patrice—Well, you know she says she 
has made another man of lilmt 

"Ituunlng an auto must bo exciting,'* 
Bald the friend. "It Is," sald .the own-
er. "Every tlnje yon stop you wonder .-
if the machine will start again when 
you are ready."—Brooklyn Life. 

Amelia—You don't seem Interested 
In' summer schools. .Emily—Summer 
schools! Oh, gracious. In hot weather 
it Is all I can do to-hold on to the lit
tle I already know.—Detroit Free 
Pressi 

"Father, when I graduate I am go
ing to follow my literary bent and 
write for money." "Uuinpbl My son, • 
you ought to be successful. That's all 
you did the four years you spent at 
college." 

Ethel—I saw sister sitting -on your 
lap last night nnd told mother. Young 
Man—What In the world did you do -
that for? Ethel—She told me to let 
her know when there was any good 
news.—Life. 

"Ah," she signed, "the great men are 
all dead!" "But the-beautiful women 
are not," he answered.. Then she look
ed up Into Ills eyes and told him she 
had said It Just to be contrary and not 
because she thongbt It for a moment. 

When some cavalvyineu were going 
through a riding drilVone of the uien'n 
horses bolted with him and was mak-
llig his way towards the stableB when 
an officer met liliu. "Where are yon 
going?" inquired'the officer. "I dont 
know, sir," shonted the cavalryman, 
as he flew past. "Ask the horse!", 

"Young-man." sntd the stern pareut 
to the applicant • for a Job as son-ln-
law, "I want you to know that I spent 
five thousand''dollars'' on-my daugh
ter's education." "Thanks," rejoined 
the youth' who was trying to break ; 
Into the family circle; "then. I won't 
have to send her to school"again."— 
Chicago Dally News. 

While Arthur wn3 spending n week 
at his aunt's lie chanced one day to 
plnce his elbows ou the table during 
dinner. :"My dear-boy," saltl Ills aunt; ., 
"don't you know that children of the 
flrst families must never pnt their el
bows on the table?" "Oh, well," said 
Arthur, "that doesn't bit ine for my 
father's been married twice, and I bo-
long to the second fninlly." 

Officer, to new servant—Murphy, I 
have left uiy mess-boots out this morn- . 
lug. 1 want them soled. Private Mur
phy—Very good slru Officer later la 
the day—Did you take those boots. 
Murphy? Private Murphy, feeling In 
his pocket and putting on the tabla 
elgliteenpenec—Yes, sir; and that's all 
I could get for thiiu. The corporal» 
who bought till in said he would have < 
given two shlHlns if It had been pay
day! ' 

Vanity: Mr. 'Potts (to bis wife)—My 
dear, tlie air Is chilly. Fermez la 
fenctrjs. The visitor (sotto voce)—Why 
do you ask your wife In French to shut 
tlie window? Mr. Potts (ditto)—B*> 
cause you are here. If I asked herein 
English she wouldn't do it, as sh* -
won't take instructions ifrom me be
fore Visitors. But If I say it In French ' 
she gets up and does It at once, so as 
to let you see that she understands the 
language.—Plck-Me-Up. 

In Earnest Theu.—"I have noticed," 
snld the off-hand philosopher, "that • : 
woman Will get a golf-dress when she 
has no Intention to play golf." "That'a' -
so," agreed the mnu .wlth the Incan 
descent whiskers. "Aud," continued 
the off-baud philosopher, "she will get" -
a ball-gown when she cares nothing 
about dancing, and a tennls-dresa 
when she wouldn't piny tennis for fear 
she will freckle, and a' bathlng-sult 
when she lias no thought of going Into 
the water, and'n riding-habit when the „ . 
very thought of climbing on a horse - ^ 
gives her the chills, and " "Yes,? 
interrupted the man with the Incan
descent whiskers; "but when she gets 
a wedding-dress she means business. 
Ever notice that?"—Judge. 

Roman Bricks. 
The rebuilding of the campanile In 

Venice has begun. It Is expected that 
the structure will be finished by 1006. 
Although the fall of the tower wai 
a deplorable loss, some good attended 
It In the opportunity It gave archeolo-
gists to examine the bricks. 

It was found that the bricks had 
been used in arches, fortifications, the 
tops of walls and In other ways be
fore they were built Into the campa
nile, and that they are not Venetian. 
but Roman bricks. 

The ancient bricks were made In 
slices, for in many the layers oould 
be seen undisturbed. It Is said that 
bricks made this way can bear a great
er weight than modern bricks. 

The bricks examined were of the 
first century. One of them bore tha 
Imprint of a horseshoe, which may 
prove that the Romans used a horse
shoe like ours, although if Is generally 
believed that their liorsesbocs were 
strapped on, not nailed. 

There are times when originality Is 
Impossible—In describing a wedding, 
and ip saying gocd-by to the host«M 

" U f t i -  • -


