« out such unimagined

#
¢
L)

Goes to Town

B,
FRANGES AYMAR MATHEWS

CHAPTER IX,

HE hersel? falls into such an im-
mediate flood of tears as shakes
her well, and then up she rises
from her depths, and with all the

courage of her race and%lood she vows
that, come another sunset, she will
quit Peter's Court as if for a walk and
never return; that in small clothes,
since it must be, she will journey back
to Kennaston castle and risk all the
discomfiture and disgrace her doing so
~may bring upon her.

In point of fact, my Lady Peggy was
at that state of mind when it seemed to
her no degradation or bumiliation, no
sorrow that could be visited upon her,
would be too much punishment or
‘enough for the sins without number
she had committed since the luckless
day she took the coach for town.

‘When she emerged from her room for
dinner, 'twas to learn that Mr. Brum-
mel had been summoned hastily to St
James' on so important an affalr as to
initiate his royal highness into the
mysteries of the new tie of Sir Robin's
own Invention, and that he trusted in
this audience to obtain permission to
fetch Sir Robin to the palace and pre-
sent him within a few days to several
august personages, ete.

Her ladyship therefore dined alone,
scantily too. I'ood choked her, wine
burned her throat, and, to speak truth,
she was leartily glad not to have to
drink it, for her ladyship was an ab-
stemious young lady and believed milk,
Bolien and Pekoe the beverages for her
sex, to the exclusion of any stronger,

At twilight, having made her duds
and her tresses up into &4 reputable
enough parcel, Lady Peggy, in a suit of
claret velvet, leaving all the vest of heg

man's uattire hanging In the presses,
sauntered carelessly out of the house,
declining the footman's offer of a chair
or even a hackney chaise or a page to
carry her parcel, and set off at a swing-
ing pace across the square and foward

. the river. It was her intention, by way
of frustrating any attempts at tracing
her which might be set afoot, the dis-
covery of her flight once made, to so

. double on her own tracks and to seck

and unlikely
streets to traverse as must puzzle both
bellman, wateh and redbird alike as
well a8 her acquaintances.

She swaggered along toward St
Stephen’s, where a coach containing
quality was occasionally met even now,
then down Horseferry road almost (o
the river's banks; then along Jack-

* anapes row, with little idea of the cut-
“throat locality she was haunting; back
again toward better neighborhoods, then
a lurch to the Thames making into
Farthing alley and Little Boy yard, at
the end of which she found herself at
the old Dove pler.

Peg stood still, her heart beating
both with her guick walk and at the
strangeness of all that surrounded her.
She had no fear, because her arm was
stout, her a o maat e nlt.
and a good sword at her side, and she
was perfectly jgnorant of any barm
here to be found greater than at the
door of Beau Brummel’s house.

The dark dwellings of the yard
frowned at one another, with not an
ell of sky to share between ’em at their
roofs; the sign of the Three Cups
swung and creaked in the slow breeze;
the river, black and grewsome, lapped
at the foot of the stone pile against
which she leaned. On the river the
tired bargemen rested at their oars,
and the dip of the water bird was the
only sound that struck upon ler ear.

Peggy was casting about in her mind
whether to enter the Inn and inguire
her road to the King's Arms in the
Strand and has just turned to do so
when in the cavernous doorway of one
of the gaunt looking tencments she be-
held three figures. The faces of two
were toward her, and by the light of
the fish oil lamp swinging at the next
door tavern she bebield them, so sinis-
ter and forbidding as to cause her to
halt for a space and then, overcoming
bher dread, to pursue her nath, but
slowly and by crossing the yard.

As she did so her weapon caught in
her heel, and as she bent to disengage
it a voice speaking in low, muflled
tones arrested lier gait.

It was the voice of Sir Robin Me-
Tart, saying:

“If I make it 10 guineas apicee on the
spot, you swear to leave him celd on
the pier yonder come Sunday nizht or
to tie a stone about his throat and
throw him Into the river?"

“Aye, aye,” grunts one of the two
companions of this most valorons gen-
tleman.  “'E's halways ‘ulkin® ‘ere-
abouts o' Sunday nights'

Lady Peggy. with such a pull string
of terror at her heart us she never had
before, draws closor to the wall of the

tenement before which she has halted
and creeps nearer to the portal wherein
these cavaliers are quartered.

-“Let it be 5 guineas aplece tonight,”
squeaks the baronet, “and the remain-
der when the business 1s doue?”

“The dence take you with your ‘when
the busiyess is done!'™ mutters the

other. *We's doin’ your job for you
for little enouglh. "I'nin't every one
as 'd hundertake the fouperal of a

hearl's heir like She Percy de Bolinn,”

Her ladyship's iike now to tull in &
swoon, but noi she; ouly leans she a
bit against the Lricks, her bosom heav-
oz, ber eyes dilati her lips bitten in
until they e alinost Llecding.

“Hush-l-h! No paes, you varlets!”
interrupts Sir Rooin.

“Hey 7' responds the other,  *“I'he
walls ain’t got no hears, and ir they
nd wot I'm sayin's the cussid trath,
eh, Doksey 7"

Bloksey grunts,

“The town Il be afire when iU's out
that a gallant like ‘hn that's heir to
Lord Gower's been done fer, and then,
my fine gentleman, who's to pay for't
If we's caught and if we ‘appens to be
seen by any one when we're a-doin' of
your job? No; money all down now or
Sir Percy lives as long as ‘e likes, for
us!"

Peg's hand is upon the Lilt of her
sword.

Shall she spring and run Sir Robin
through?

Shall she hide and *buy the rascals
out &t u Ligher price than he bas paid?

But no sooner do these thoughts rush
through her brain than the utter im-
possibility of compassing the one or of
performing the othgr undetected, if
even with her life, dnd she so at the
mercy of these cuttproats, comes to
steady her, and she fealizes that her
only part is to get awgy as fast as she
may and unseen if shefean,

Meantime: Sir Robily concludes his

bargain™with the two Tesperaaoes, and

as they withdraw into their baunt and

e turns on Lis Leel he espies Lady

Peggy rounding the corner with her
“bundle under her arm. The little bar-

onet with a sidelong glanee at the hall-

way to make sure his men-are out of
sight darts to the opposite side of the
court on tiptoe and then, putting hands
to mouth, call§ across softly but clearly
in a tone half of joy, half anger:

“Mr. Incognito!  Mr. Incognitol!
1 say, Incognito!”
stops short, 'Twere wiser per-
haps to try to discover what had put
Sir Robin McTart up to the murder.

“DBy gad, sie,” cries this one, making
a dush now over to P'eg's side of the
way, “here have 1 scoured the town
for day and night, and no trace of you
anywhere! ‘Incognito’ me no more, sir!
Who are you, sir? I'll stand no more
such nonsense!”  Sir Robin's valor's
thoronghly based on the knowledge
that were blade to be unsheathed to
his hurt he conld and would shout for
his hirelings to the rescue.

"Pwas the first and only time in his
life that he was ever known to urge or
even lint a quarrel in propria persona,

“rif ‘incognito’ you to the.end of the
chapter, Sir Robin McTart,” answers
Lady P'eggy, clappipgz hand to hilt.

“Very well, sir; very well,” says the
baronet, reflecting that another corpse
might cost him 10 gninems more cre
he were done with it, and besides
yearning for the news of* his lady
which he tliinks he may glean, “I'vo
small stomach for fizhting any man.
Religion doesn’t teach us that lesson,
but 'tis a scurvy trick you've played
me, sir.”

“In what way, sir?
plies Peggy.

“You, sir, sent me to Kennaston
a-seeking Lady Peggy Burgoyne, sir.
She was from home, and not a word
else could 1 buy or wring ont of her
servant’s cur®d mouth. Then T hied
to Kent, believing, from your fine mes-
sages to me from her ladyship, that
she must be there at her godmother's.
No, sir, she was not, nor could any one
tell but that she was at Kennaston
castle for all they knew, Back in town
posthaste 1 seek Lark lane, where her
brother lodges, €o 1 had heard, only to
learn that he has gone to stop with Sir
Percy de Bohun in Charlotte street.”

“Well, yon sought him there?” in-
quires ez, quivering with suppressed
excitement.

“I did not, sir!” replies Sir Robin,
with emphasis.

“Thank heaven!” says his companion
fervently, an exclamation which may
do double duty and is well taken by
the little gentleman from Kent,

“No, sir. Yon do not suppose, sir,
that I'm a-going to risk a life that's
dear to Lady Peggy at the hands of a
ripping brawler and sure kil like Sir
Perey, do you?"

*Al, Sir Robin!” quoth her ladyship.
“If you knew what n consolation it
would be to Lady Peggy to hear of

Ho!

Out with it!"” re-

your unwillingness o hazard your
preclous  persen  in such  company

'twonld case your mind and heart.” -~

“Look you!" whispers Sir Robin,
plucking at Peg’s sleeve. “But {ell me
where she is. This mystery's killing
me. JHow fares she? Does she pine
for me? And is this true?’ With
shaking hands Sir Ilobin takes from
his pocket a copy of a print of the day
previous and, unfolding, reads to the
astonished TPeg the following para-
graphs:

““Town's talk Is all for the very pret-
ty quarrel betwixt Sir P—y de B—

“Are like to?”

ll‘\Vo' « -."

“You ean convey messages to her by
some fond way she's planned to get
her news of me, ch?!

“I can, Sir Robin."”

“Sir, whoever you are, for pity's sake
tell me where is she!” P

“Not far, sir."

“Gad, sir, to touch her hand, her
check!  Yon're In her sure confidence?
She does favor me? She will not give
me hopes, sir, to turn around and break
my heart by marrying of another?”

“Lady Peggzy ‘Il never marry any
man, Sir Robin, I'm of the opinlon, go
I'd not give that for your chances!” an-
swers she,

“Think you she ever cared for Sir
Perey 7’ asks he.

“Sir, who can fathom a woman’s
heart? 'Tis deeper than the sea—so
deep, methinks, ofttimes she herself
holds not that plummet than can sound
it. Sir Robin, I take my leave of you””

“Hold, hold, sir; not so fast! Where
next may I encounter you?"

“That must be as her ladyship says,”
answers Peggy,  “Your inn's in Pim-
lico?”

“Yes, the Puflled Hen; not far off
Battersea Lridge.”

“arewell, sir, and look you keep
close indoors and risk no quarrel with
Sir Perey de Bohun.”

“Iarewell, sir,” watching her lady-
ship turn down the steect as he turns
up. “Gad's life! "T'was well he hap-
pened when he did and not earlier to
eavesdrop my bargain with the wharf
rats! 'Sdeath! Risk no quarrel with
Sir Percy! Not =0 long as there's
guineas left to buy corpses with!"
And the little gentleman trots over to
Pimlico, tolerably well pleased with
his evening's work, there, however, to
be greeted with the reading of more
newspapers, including that one which
had carlier in the day so entertained
Bean Brummel and his familiars,

Not for a moment did the baronet
mistrust or have a suspicion other than
that his fame had caused him to be
made the snbject of such a puck of
pretiy stories as was then the custom
of the press, as now, regarding any
gentleman of position and gallantry.

| Sir Robin’s vanity easily swallowed

the dose, and he even slapped his thigh
and laughed his little dice-rattle laugh
a8 he reflected how safe he really was
with never a challenge or a brawl to
his cowardly credit since he got his
first flogging at Bton,

He actnally monthed over his® pro-
spective wooing and assured winning of
Ludy Peggy and felt a calm satisfac-
tion in the Knowledge that the one
rival he feared would so soon be be-
yond the reach of Iladies' smiles or
tears. No qualms came to disturb his
geninl enjoyment of purposed nssas-
sination, In those days to kill was
nearer men's tempers than it is today.
"Twas with blackguard and man of
honor alike the first redress for even

the pettiest sort of a dispute; with the
difference of method ouly that the gal-
luut blade fought out his quarrel on
the open field, while the craven bought
a hireling's dagger to do It in the dark.

Meantime my lady, by as direct a
route as she can fathom out of the laby-
rinth of her ignorance and her distract-
ed state of mind, makes back to Peter's
Court with her parcel of duds still un-
der her arm.

She enters, mounts the stalrcase,
seeks her room, closes the door and
sits down.

“"I'is now not to be doubted,” she

A UG b 1)) i nd -

Sa3gdn dwrself -t that the . doyil's

R—n McT—t of Kent. 'Tis all over
Mayfalr and far Leyond that the cause
of the dispute is the lovely but mys-
terious Lady P—y B—e!'”

*“'Slife!” interrupts I'eg, eatching at
straws. “You now perceive, Sir Robin,
why 'tis that her ladyship must keep
her whereabouts a seeret, even,” she
adds with sentimental deflection, “from
you. Trust me, sir, a3 you would trust
her and be guided by my counsel!”

Sir Robin nods vizorously, fluttering
his sheet with anxious fingers. “Listen,
sir, listen to this further,” ITe reads
on: * ‘Sir P—y de B--n has sworn by all

wat's waered, 50 'ts said, 10 SUCK D

2—n McT—t to the de , and serious
consequences are fenre 2

“ADLI" eries Lady Peggy, overjoyed
to hear anything that may serve to
keep the little baronet and Sir Perey
from meeting. *"lis a gentleman of
his word, I promise you. Better get
back at ouce to Robinswold and let
London and Sir Percy gallop to the
devil an they sce fit!"

“Nay,” replies the one addressed.
“Not I, Sir Incognito. It is not for a
McTart to turn his back on danger,
but the rather,” and here by the fish
oil gleam the little gentleman's squint
eyes leer cunningiy up into her lady-
ship's face, “the rather,” continues he,
glaneing  cantionsly  around, ‘“take
measures 1o protect myself.”

“Very commendable of you, Sir IRob-
in, by my faith,” crics | v, although
she shudders, now linki Lher arm in
her companion’s and assuming an air
of casy 1_1)uli\|lr-l\\'v'. by the which she
Lopes to ensnare him into a complete
revelation of his plans,

“Since you go ared and are, I doubt
not, n master in the art of self defense,
what have you to feay from Sir Perey

de Bohun?

“True,” responds the baronet, with a
reservation to himself and no mind at
all to proceed any further with his
revelations. “Gad, sir! A fellow like
that,” clutching at the newspaper stuck
among his rutlles, “ain't to be trusted
as long a3 he's above the ground, I
swear, sir*I fear to walk pbrbxul. and
hold myself housed at my inn in Pim-
lico close, not daring to show wmy face.

A ruilian that's publicly printed as
seekin’ life 'd stick me in the back in
the dark an he got the chance.”

“Nay, nay, Sir Robin,” says Peg, up
for her sweetheart; “he's not that sort
of u gentlemun., Bul, look you, keep
close; frequent neither club, coffee nor
chocolate house nor ront nor drum; es-
chew Vauxhall, Richmond and the play-
house or any likely place where bucks
gather, for, trust me, siv, an you do
meet diy Percy, there 'l he the dence to
pay, and4is blade's his obedient slave.”

'oor Peg! She bas not only to pro-
tect Percy of hLis lite, but, us before, to
prevent any discovery of her usurpa-
tion of the little baronet's name, |

“Curse him! I fear him not!” re-
sponds this one, his itching fingers
twisting abont the empty purse in his
pocket.

“But of her ladyship,

Sir Go-be-

tween?' adds he presently as they
emerge upon the broader and better

lighted road. *“'Pon my life, but to so
find myself the hero of a romantie pus-
slon with the lady sceluded in n mys-
tery, a nobleman thirsting for my blood,
a nameless gentleman playing Mercury
betwixt me and my fair, 'tis amazing,
sir, prodigions amazing!” Sir Robin
struts and takes sould very comforta-
bly since he Las got out of a very dan
gerous envirommnent,

I'eg's soul ,\:ivdwus within her as she
Histens to him.

“Tell me now, oy fares she?”

“Not so well,” aufiwers she.

“You've scen her®!

“Not 1.

at the helm of my ship and that I am
to be a man for the rest of my life.
'Sdeath! as dad says, I'll stop over till
Sunday night's o’er past, and as surely
as my name's Peggy Burgoyne I'll foil
that little dastardly groat of a' baro-
net’'s plot to murdey him that I once
Iloved.  Bal!" cries she half aloud.
“What's the use of mincing matters
that's true? IHim that I love! Even If
he's dying for Lady Diana and going to
be her husband instead of mine! ‘Con-
sents!" " murmurs she, flinging herself
on the bed in a flood of tempestuous
tears. 3

In vain regretting she now too fully
realized that her own willful words,
her jealousy, her falsehoods, her de-
ceits, were the sole causes for Sir
Robin’s ferror and therefore for the
abominable scheme which he had just
concocted,

Presently she arose, tossed the bun-
dle once more back into its hiding place
and set to pacing up and down the
floor as she'd seen her twin do at home
when e was looking high and low for
a rhyme,

"Twas weightier matters kept Peg
moving for an hour or more, and, quick
spinning as were her heart and temper,
Ler brain bore a wore even balance,

First she bad thought to warn Perey
by a letter unsigned, the which she
knew he'd piteh into the fire and think]
no more about. Then that she'd write
one to Kennaston imploring him to
keep Perey from the pier Sunday night
or any other. ‘I'his she soon recognized
would have the fate of t'other, Then
‘twas to contrive some plan to fetch
him to Richmond, Windsor, any place
else for Sunday; but to this arose the
objection that the blackguards cheated
of onc day or place would not fail to
wait upon their prey some other, At
the Jast her Iadyship's shrewd com-
mon sense and indomitable pluck plain-
ly showed her there was but one safe
plan out of the danger, and this must
be to go herself to the river Sunday
night and there concealed, armed,
await the coming of the cutthroats
from their den, and from the rear put a
shot into ench at one and the same mo-
wment.

Could she do it?

Her ladyship had muscles of slteel,
no nerves, as the fine ladies of her day
comprehiended them; as brave and loyal
a lieart as ever beat in any breast, good
faith in God, for all her frowardness,
and that species of love hurning within
her for Sir Percy de Bolhun which hag
not a few times in the world’s history
made frailest woman into man'’s cqual
for courage,

To Lady Peggy there seemed a di-
vine compensation in the fact that it
Lad come to her to save the very one
whom by her lies and willfulness she
alone had been the means of endan-
gering.

CHAPTER X.

HIS young gentleman now stood
looking from a window of his
uncle’s house upon all the dewy
leafing beauty of the park at

May. His brow was knit, his lips tight
shut, his hand amid bis ruflles clinched.

At the table sat Kennaston, inky fin-
gered, seribbling; eyes now rolling to
the ceiling, now roving hither and yon.

“Al!" sighs this one.  “If the erities
do not find this canto to their taste
may I be hanged!”

“You're like to go to court to the dey-
il, I'm thinking, then, dear lad,” speaks
De Bohun over his shoulder.,

“Tame!  Fame!” eries the young po-
et, pushing back in his chair, wig awry
and quill poised In air. “I'll hunt thee
to my dylng hour, and if thou escap'st
me then ’twlll all be Lady Diana's

ever, but small ring or interest In nis
voice.

“Oh!" exclaimed Peg's twin. “The
minx mocks me! 'Tis Monday, kind-
ness and all smiles, to wake on Tues-
day for indiffercnee; ponts on Wednes-
day; lure-me-ons o' Thursday; forget-
fulness for I'riday; radinnee for Satur-
day, and all a-jumble, sweets and
frowns, showers, sunshine, what you
will —and will not— for my Sunday
fare.”

Percy sighs and smiles.

“Percy, sometimes I think Diana does
love you.”
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The two men’s hands meet.

“No, sir, never! We're like brother
and sister, nothing else, save my un-
cle's absurd, obstinate (now cured)
whim since childhiood to mateh his helr
with Brookwood's helress, Odzooks!
Ken, you're like every other swain that
ever sighed—always looking for a rival
to be jealous of. Lady DI cares for
you. An you doubted it before, 'tis
time to take up bope, since you are ask-
ed to Brookwood for a visit, and go
popping off tonight, with me left home
to think alone on eggy.”

“Zounds, sir, 'tis not you only that's
thinking of her!" cries the young man,
rising and crossing to the fire. “But
what would you? If 1 call out the bell-
man, publish her disappearance in the
newspapers, et word to my father
and my mother—what comes of’t all
but scandal and like as not dad an
apoplexy and my lady mother a set
of fits and a deathbed!”

“Ken, I'm a fool ever to stop inslde
of doors or to cease pacing streets,
haunting inns, shadowing Sir Robin
MceTart until T find her

“Ile, sir, if she's gone off with Sir
Robin McTart, *tis, I préomise you, with
a wedding ring on her finger and not
clse, An she loves him, what’s to be
said or done If he's her lawful lord 7"

“Naught, I myself went down to
Kennaston yesterday. I sald nothing
to you Ken,” he adds, noting the oth-
er's surprised and reproachful start,
with a hand upon Lis junior's shoul-
der,

“I thought I'd not interrupt the epic
and your frenzies about Lady DI with
my troubles."”

“Well, what news of Peg?
asks her twin anxiously.

“None. I saw Chockey and only got
from her what Grigson had—the »

Any?”

tive assurance that her migt
gone up to London. ‘(;KE
A sKeaT s S b ik

she. ‘Alone? I inquired. ‘No, Sir Per-
¢y, was her answer, nor could I force,
frighten or buy the baggage into any
further confidence. She did beg of me,
however, seek out her ladyship, If I
could, and find how she fared.”

“Gad’s life, sir! She has cloped. 'Tis
clear as crystal.”

“One thing more I asked Chock: Had
her ladyship money in lher pprse?
‘Lawk, Sir Percy,’ cried she, ‘£200 1
know of." "

“T'wo hundred pounds!” repeats Peg's
twin In amazement. “'Tis sure more'n
she ever saw before In our lives put to-
gether. Ob, the girl's safely wedded,
sir, beyond a doubt!”

“Sir,” says Percy, sitting at the table,
with his head low In his hunds, “the
blackguard’s won her from me.”

“I fear so, sir.” The two men's hands
meet and grasp in the sllent fashion
of their sex, ofttimes more eloguent
than any words e'er speeched.

“Would I had wade a hole in his
heart:that night in Lark lane!” crled
Sir Percy next.

“Sir Ttobin’s nimble, sir, and knows
a trick or two with steel as well as
dice.”

“Aye, a gallant every Inch. 'Tis for
that I hate him all the more, and yet,
Ken, sometimes, lad, when 1've been
a-staring at him from afar, I've caught
something in his countenance resem-
bling Peg, and it's made me halt like
a chit at provoking of him further.”

Kennaston nods. “Aye, I've remark-
ed it, but held my peace, I'crey, for
'tis said man and wife often grow to
look alike, and I doubt not sowmectimes
begin after the sawme pattern.”

Sir Percy sighs again, turns up the
room with drooped lids, in silence get-
ting that grip upon his soul which no-
blest natures insist on with themselves
even in crises like this. 'Tis a bitter:
battle. P

“Kennaston,” says he, very quiet and
offhand, “I'm thinking I'll go to the
colonies—to Virginia.”

Kennuston turns off, with tears in his
eyes,

“Mostly,” says he brokenly, ‘*‘were
not Peggy my twin I'd be in ripe mood
for Mcursing of ler! When, Percy?”
asks he after a pause.

“As soon as may be,” is the reply.
“I've the promise of ‘a commission by
my uncle's intluence, Come, come, lad
o' my heart,” laughs he through his
own misty eyes. “The wind's not in
my ship’s sails yet. I promised Mr.
Brummel for his expedition to lvy
Dene fors the morrow, and 1I'll hardly
be ready in all points to get under way
before you're back in town from your
visit to Brookwood, whence 1 foresee
youwll fly with Diana's ‘yes' betwixt
Ler Kkiss on your cheek.”

"I'was now Mr, Brummel's famous
and long talked about party to Ivy
Dene this very next-day that dawned.

Now, her ladyship had vowed to her-
self that, come what might, she would
avoid this, even did fate keep her in
London, 'I'was no part of her pro-
gramme, although she could do it as
well as any sporting squire, to make
for her future any sucl) memory as rid-
ing a horse astvide for thirty miles out
and back in the company a half geore
of zentlemen must furnish, yet so is
each of us rather the creature of cir-
cumstance than will that the hour ap-
polnted found Peg mounted on a gray
with blood in Lis veins and a-pacing
down Plceadilly to the White Horse
beside Beau Brummel's bay.

Sle could not, with Sir Robin's mur-

conceive It better to their purpose to
put an end to their intended vietim be-
fore the Sunday,  So, aching with an
insane but not udnatural Impulse to
pull rein and confess all; burning with
shame to remember ‘twas of Lady
Diana’s sweetheart she was thinking;
mortified beyond belief every time her
saddle grazed her breeches: intent lest
an unsuspected  sword  should  flash
from the hedgerows, the sheepeots |
or the shadows of Epstowe forest,
which they traversed on their way, my I
Lady Peggy, wishing mmuidst all this !
that she bad never come to town, yet
contrived to display a very cheerful
micen, to lauzh as loud as she dared,’
keeping her high notes cautiously to’
herself, as she had in her speech ever
since the night, as Sir Robin, she had
made her tiest appearance in Lark lane
—to join In jest, quip, prank, such as a
gay cavaleade of jovial gentlemen were
then wont to indulge In.

Such were some of the strange vicis-

amazingly delicious compound, a will-
ful and withal true hearted woman,
As Mr, Brummel had planned, they
halted for refreshment at the Merry
Rabbit at Market Ossory and left, after
a game of bowls on the green, to pur-
_sue thelr way. Perey lingered 2 bit in
the rear. Truth to tell, his retlections
were none of the gayest, and the pres-
ence of the supposed Sie Robin MeTart
and the conclusion, which, together
with Ken, he had been forced to reach,
that Lady Peggy bad run off with the
baronet, did not by any means consplre
1o the lightening of his spivits, AS he
watched his presumed vival, heard the
pinging Inugh, the brilliant jest, noted
the careless air and thought of this
cavalier as Lady DPeggy's lord his

to him that, come what might, he must
Invent cause of quarrel and one or the
other of 'em be left cold on the field.

“Why,” a thousand times he asked
himself, *“this wmystery ding  her
marringe? Why not have wedded Sir
Robin from her father's home and with
her father's blessing, since,” Sir Perey
reluctantly admitted, “no fault could
be found with so fine a young gentie-
man, and bis fortune he knew to be
considerable.”

He was aware that her ladyship was
romantic to a degree, and he conld but
decide that this predilection had eaused
Lier to clope aud to preserve the watter
in 0 wrapping of secrecy for o time;
no deubt even now from her retire-
ment looking forward to the hour when
she shiould emerge as Lady McTart!

Sir Perey grated his teoth together
and struck his spurs so deep that his
lorse gave a plunge which brought him
up neck and neek with the gray of the
supposed baronet apd the black of Mr,
Chalmers.

“To the rescue, Sir Perey!” cried this
one jocularly. “Your assistance 1 beg,
and the loan of your wits in our argu-
wment."”

“With all my heart!” answers Percy,
scenting a possible chance to worst his
rival even In a battle of words. “What's
the subject?”

“A truce to 't! exclaims the Beau,
with an expressive shake of his head
at Mr, Chalmers, who, however, seldom
notes any obstacle to the pleasure of
his present woment,

“No truce at all, Mr. Brummel,” an-
swers he gayly, *'"Tis"—

derous pact in her perpetual view,
make up her mind to omit a company
that should include Sir Percy.

It seemed to her that any day spent

fault.”

“How'g that?” asks Percy, with, how-

by him out of her sight might prove
{atal; that Sic Robln's hirelings might

“ s nothing whatever, Sir Percy,”

=mipts Lord Escombe, putting his

Smers' rein, and adding in

'zaoks, man, hold

" tow and
Tart!”

W cries

tinder betw ;
*Pon my sout, s

Perey, “1 inslst upon Jack's hei R

lowed to proceed with his remarks. If
he wants my counsels; they're his.
Come, sir, speak.”

“'Pis but this,” says Mr. Chualmers.
“I say to Sir Robin that since the
world’s busy with rumors of his sccret
marringe to Lady Peggy Burgoyne,
gince as I learn by my man, who had
it at the gate of the very best author-
ity—gad, sirs, 'tis a fact, even if wy/
don't relish it, the gist of onr gossip
comes from below stairs, up-—that
Lady Peggy is from home, her father
bLelieving her in Kent at her godmoth-
er's"—Mr. Chaliners smiles—*her moth-
er being in York, believing her safe at
Kennaston, I say, my lords and gentle-
men, it behooves Sir Robin confide the
matter to his best friends and give
them chances to congratulate him and
the lady. Have I the right of't, Percy -
yes or no?"’

Perey issllent for a moment, Itscems
to him a desecration of the sweet, mod-
est and womanly girl he has so long
adored thus to hear even ler name,
much less a discussion of her jnost pri-
vate matters, made into mirthfal sub-
Jeet on a morning's ride,

His anger, too, Is great that the man
whose nawme is coupled with hers Lns
not already put a stop 10 such a con-
versation, even were it at the point of
the sword,

Shall he here and now g0 reply to Mr.
Chalmers as shall breed an instant re-
tort from Sir Robin and a chailenge on
the spot? The wild thought even 1}
through his brain that Sir Robin mizh
be left dead on the ground and that
some time in the dim future he wight
win 'eggy back to himself,
~But, with a tightening rein, he checks
himself as well as his horse as he an-
swWers:

“Mr, Chalmers, the lady you name 13
once whom I honor most deeply, and it
seems to me if she has seen {it 1o go
into seclusion or to marry secretly that,
while I may wish it had been in open
chureh, I must continue to respect her
preferences until she elects to change
them,” with which, breaking the litle
pause of silence which follows, Sir
Perey gallops aliead, joining Mr. Brum-
mel, who has put himself quickly out
of the commotion he had foreseen as
likely to arrive.

Meantime it may be correetly huagin.
‘ed that her Indyship, with all her s
exquisite ingenuity at plaguing itself
whenever it possibly can, had seized
upon those words of Sir Percy's most
casily twisted into a means of self tor-
ture.

“I wish It had been in open chureh!™
Instantly stuck itself in her tho
beside “consents,” the two forming
that species of flagellation which ladies
80 situnted in mind are wont to infliet
upon themselves.

The supposed Sir Robin from this on
until the arrival of the parvty at Ivy
Dene became taclturn. even morose,
and not a syllable couia be got rrow
him In answer to the wildest gibes,

Her eyes intent upon Sir Percy, who
now kept to the fore with his host, my |
Lady Peggy, on the keen lookout for |
the possible assassin, and to the tune
of “consents” and its running mute, “1
would it had been in open church!”
put in a very dolorous twenty miles,
but on dismounting at My, Brumel's
doorstep she endeavorsd to Infuse a
little Joyousness into her looks and
speech,

The afternoon was snent.as had Hoon
planned.  ‘The conntry e
was voied o poerfect sneees A Pt
of cards was in order after the roa
a it ot politics, o wager on the uos-
tion of tea In the colonies, Lady Pexgy

COuk's il

choler knew no bounds, and it appeared |

and Sir Percy keeping, by the gracé oF
each, well apart in all these encounters,
and at 12 o'clock, just as the moon was
rising behind a bank of splenad star
fringed clonds, Mr. Brommel and his
guests set forth on their homeward
road.

The beauty of the night was such as
goothes and casts its own mantle of
peace over even those uniuiet spicits
which may be abroad.

The eavaleade hatd left the highway
some distance behind; the moon  was

fast being overtaken by the clouds
whenee she ladd an hour or more ngo
cmerged; the dews fell thick, and the
scent of the hawthorn was sweet in the
alr as they plunged into Epstowe for-
ost.

“AlL, zentlemen,” erled out Mr. Brum-
mel, snapping Lis whip, “what a night
for Tom Kidde and his merry men!
The skies dark, the moon playing hide
and seek, fifteen watelies and purses

situdes Inctdent to being that most| 20 as many rings, pins and scals be-

tween us as your left not at Ivy Dene
with 1y cook Blizabeth!” .

1Lt bl it No (e of Tom Kidde,
an hie Koows our calib juinping out
upon us!" inghs Lord Wantton,

'S, Seort of Blehway-
maa (o fuwp ent on tie 1 tle
that =il ts havsetloshy or e paldl
The roung dovil's afraid of nothing

that breatlies, and has been the terror
of (ravelors now three or four
years gone,”

these
savs \ane,

P10 e LONLINULD,)

Baxin,
“But, after ol is pot good digestion
the hasts af heauty ¥

SAYe whit else may chanze the
grab into the hutteriy?* exciaimed
Bosnttrico diine the sirloin zestful-

Iy “Detrolt Proe eess,

Hom eseckers and Settlers,

On the first and third Tuesdays of
vuch month ronnd trin exenrgion tickets
nis on sale 1o points 1o the weet, south
aid southwest ut one fare plustwo do!-
lare; return limit 21 davs from date of
sule; stopovers sllowed.

On the same  dates specisl one-way
s-tilers tickets are on sale at a trifle
ma ¢« than half the regular fares,

The lowa Central operatea throngh
€lvping cars snd free reclining chair
CHTS, Gz

Call on agents for full particulars or
address A, B. Cutts, G, P, & T. A,
Minnespolis, Minn. 3ub

-
Low Excursion Rates to Denver,
Colorado Springs and Pueblo,
Via, the M. & O,

Jan, 5& 19, 1903, | March 1 & 15, 1904
Peb. 2 & 16, 1004, | April 5 & 19, 1904,

The Manchester & Oueida, Raflway
will sell” yne way ticketg, to Denver,
Colorado Springe, sud P’aeblo, Colo
rado nt S17.50.

For further information eall on, or
write, J. L. KELSEY,

40 5in Traflic Mpr.

ANNONCEMENTS

[LLINOIS CENTRALR R.
Direct to Havana

Via Illineis Central R. R. to New Orleans and
the weekiy Southern Pacific 8. 8. Louisiana''to
Havana Leaves ¢ hileago and Cinclunat! Friday
morning, leave St. Louls and Loulsville Friday
noon, arciviog New Ocleanfs Saturday 10:00 a, m,
leave = aturday 2:00 p.m ,arriving at  Havans,
Monday morning. Round tripand ono-way
Ty e Y T
L I . R USLEA
Culb n"{: Srdiny particalars, on upplication.

FROM NEW ORLEANS

Ocean steamship sailings from New Orleacs for
Moxico, Panama, Central and South Amerlca,
West Indles sna Eurape conelsely set forth in s
spectiul folder Issaed by the Hllloo's Cenlral R,
1.~ rend for a copy.

N‘_EX' v"o Tour of all Mexlco vis 1llinols
ST Coentral st. R., under escort of

CAL' '.ORN l A Reau Campbell, Gen-

oral danager of the
Ameriean Tourist Assoclation, Quiney Bullding
113 Adems St #g0, leaves Chleago January
2. Select cllentele. Limited.  All - exclusive
privileges, indeperdent travel. sp clal dull-
man Vestibule Traln, Drawing iooms. Compart-
ments, Library und Music Room, with the largest
Dinlng Cur fu'the world, aod the famous Open
Top Observation Car, Cullilitll,  Special Bag-
uulun var. Tickets {nclude all oxpenses every-
where,

Speeinl tours of Mexico and California via the
Illinols Central and New Orleans under the aus.
plees of Ruymond & Whitcomb, will leave Chi-
cago Krids®, Feb, 12, und St. Loul< Saturday,
Feb, 13, 1904, for Mexico und Callfornia via Nuw
Orleaps, lucluding & stop-over for the Mardl
Gros; also from ('hlca‘(n riday, March 4 h, and
St Louds Saturday, March sth, for California,
vinthe 1llvols Central and New Or cans. Eotire
trips mude In specinl private ve tibule tralns of
finest Pullmans, with dining car service, ascl-
nat:ng trips, complete lnevery detall, Ex

INugls Contral \\‘m-klz Excursions to Call-
fornla:  Excursion Cars through to Los Anzeles
and SunJFraneisco us follows; Via New Orleans
und the Southern Route every \Wednesday from
Chieago; every Tuesday from Cinennatl  Via
Omaha and the Seesle Route vvery Wednesday

from Chicazo,
N‘ARDI GRAS This oceurs at New
Orleans ou February
16,1904 For It uxcursion rate wiill be in efect
to New Orleans on speclfic dates which your
local ticket agent will be able to adylse you.
NEW ORLEANS A delightfully
- unlque city for
the tourist to visit. Winter wurlst rutes now in
cifect.  Double dafly serviee and %ast  steam-
heated vestbule trafns with through sleeping
ears, buffet-library-smoking car service and all
meals enroute Lo dining cara,  Ask for an llus-
trate s book on New Orleans.,
The Great

GULFPORT’ HISS. Southe rn

Hotsl at Gulfport, Miss, on the Alexican Gulf
Coust, hus 250 rooms sloglo or en sulte, with or
without bath, Steam hoest, electrio light, hot
ant cold running wator and telephone in every
room, Reachelvia semphis nod the 1inols
Central’s fust morning trains, carrylog steeping
and buffet-1ibrary cars, with o slugle change, on
same traln en route n' Yemphis, ifoto through
sloeping car at Gulfport, send for illustrated
folder describing Guifport and hotel,
FLORIDA Through *Dixile Flyer"
Slesping Car Liues St.L: uls
to Jaoksonville and Ohjeage to Nashvilie, the
lutter connecting en _ronte with through Jack-
sonville ear from st. Louls, Route via Nuash-
ville, Chattanoogn and Atlanta.
Through

HOT SpRleo ARK' Slevplng

Car between Chleago and Hot Springs carried
on the Central's fast Pullman vestibule **Limit-
ed” traln, Sond for book describing his most
fnteresting of health apd pleasure |"mnl.l' R
concer ing il of th
U“ Partlculars ubovvcun"lm had of
agents of the 1inols Central, or by addressing
the nearest of the undesigued representutives
of the “Central.”
A. L. HAN-ON, G. P. A,, Chleago, 111
J.F. MERRY, A. G. P. A, Dubuquo Iowa,
April 1 1904,

[ore
Butter

from your dairy
cowsilyou feed Pratts Food.
More milk, richer milk, quicker

fattening.  No slinking of
calves ; stronger calves.
. Al this without a cent extra
t; for Lralts food saves
zd.  The greatest
resulator— the
stock and poultry

cost;
L niier
animal

E?r{ri rina

ey

+ of America. [n use
3D 3 CUTS,
53 Co
. hdiadeiphia
e % e

DG+ -~KTEALSHIP S

Through to Ualifornis Without Change

tour st ear to CGalifornla withoutchs. e
on vach Weduesday leaving \lbert Le

1330 1° M., Muason Uity 1. M,
Hampton 3:50 Eidom 5:01 M G-
nell 7310 Py, Oskelooss 800 1% M.
e1e, annuing Uy tne way of K oueas City
and the populsr Santw Fe System
through New Mexico and Arizony, st
riving ut Loe Angeles S:00 A M., fol-
lowiig Sundsy mornine.  Rate for
donble lower berth is 8675 from Alb: rt
; Len nud K625 from Marsh ditown,
i This car tuusthrongh » most delight-
ful cl'mute ot this senson o1 the year,
where snow  blockades ure unknown
and thegussenger I8 not inconvenien
ced on account of cold.

Before you make your trip call on
agents for particulars or address A, B,
Cutts G, P. & T\ A, Minneapolle,Miuu

3wb.
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Homesceker's Excursions Via,
M & O.

Jun, b & 19, 1904, | March 1 & 15, 1404,
Feb. 2 & 16, 1004, | April 5 & 19, 1904,

tho

The Munchester & Oneida Railway
will gcll round trip Homweseeker’s Tick-
ele at one fure plus 8200 for the round
trip except rates to Denver, Colorado
springs, 'ueblo and Trinidad, Col., und
Cheyenne, Wyo,, will be made one fure
plus 85,50 for the round trip, No tick-
et Lo Le sold for less thur 89.00.

yeurs of age, tickets will be gold at half
of the gross rate.

Tickets will be sold to pointa in
Alasbams, Arizons, Arkunsas, Colorado,
Indian Territory, Western lows, Kan-
eag and Nebraeka, 100 miles west of the
Missourl River, Loulsians, except New
Orleans and Hammond, Minnesota,
Missouri, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklshoma, South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texes, Utab, Salt Lake City, and
Ogden only, Wieconein and Northern
Michigan and Wyoming.

_For further particulars enquire of, or
lluldreu, the undersigned at Manchester
owa,
J. L. KeLsSEY, Traflic Manager.

M. & O, Homeseeker’'s Excursione,

FPebruary 2and 16, March 1 ana 15,
and April 5 and 19 the Manchester and
Oueida Raflway Compuny  will sell
Homeseeker's Excursion tickets, good
toreturn in 21 daye, at one fare plus
82,00 for the round trip,

I'o Mason City and points in Iowa
wesl on lowa snd Dakota division of
the C. M, & Bt. I’. Ry.

To Albert Lea, Tuaopa and Dexter,
Minn, and points west on Hastings and
}:ukulu Iviglon of the C. M. & St, P,

To sll points In North and South
Dakots on-the C. M. & St, I, Ry, except
MeCooksnd Jeflerson,

To Stormm Lakeaud Fonda snd points
north.  To Heaford Junctiop, snd
Pembis, Wis, and points north in Wis
consin and Michigen, To nearly all
points in Alabams, Arizona, Arkansas,
Colorado to Rocky Ford, Ordway, Cala-
huv, Byers, Fort Morgan, and points
east In Colorado, Indisn Territory all
noints, Iowa, to points on lowa Central
Ry Alblon to Northwood 1nclusive and
Algona. On Chicago Rock Island and
Pacific Ry [B. C. R. & N. Ry.] to points
northand west of Muson City. ‘o
Kansas and Nebraska, all points west
of stations 100 miles west of the Mis-
sourl river, Kentucky, Loulsians,
Mexico, Michigan, Missigsippl, Minne-
sots, points in southweet Missouri, all

ints in New Mexico, Oklahoma and

'exas.

For further information, call on or
addrees, the undersigned at Manchester
lowa. J. L. KELSEY
dwil4 Traflic Manager

For childrenof five aud under twelve'|

D) as

of Cars,

The lowa Ceutral operates u throug? | a ' ru a s ‘
. - i

Manchester & Oneida Ry.

TIME TABL#.

‘I'raln No. 2 lenves Manchester at 5 8. m. ar-

rives ut Onelds ot 5:00 &.m . Connects
with west bound C, G, W. No. 6
Returning leaves Onelda at 5:35 a, m,
arrives at Manchester ag 6;06 8. m,

Tralo No, 4, leaves Manchester at 7;15 8. m,

arrives at Onelda at 7:45 &, m,, con

nects with east bound O, G, W. No,

6. Returning leaves Onelda at 7:5

:. lnl.. arrives at Manchester at 8:2C
NN

‘Traln No. 6, leaves Manchester at 8:45a.m.,, ar-

rives at Ovelds at 9:14 a.m. n
nects with the north bound O, M &
8t P, No, 22, Returning leaves
Onelds at §:20, arrives at Maochester
ALO:B0 A, m,

Traln No. 8, leaves Manchester at 2:(0 p, m,, nr-
rives at Oneidu at 2:30 p. m, Con-
nects with C. G. W., No. 4, east
bound, and No, 9, west bound, Re
turningleaves Oncida at 3:20p, m.

- arrives at Muanchestoer at 8:46 p. m.

Traln No 10, leaves Manchester at 5:00 p.m ,

arrives at Onelds at 5:25 p. m. . Cors

nects with south bound O. M, & St

P., No, 21, Keturning leaves Onelda

AL5:80 p. m,, arrives st Mancheste:
sl

G:L0 p, m. X
! J. L. KELSEY,
Gen. TraMe Munager.

Through tickets for sale at Manchestor to all
points in North Amerlca,

e ——

ILLINOIS CENTRAL R. R.

U
TIME TABLE.
_ Maln Lino Passenger Tralns,
WEST HOUND| MAIN LINE | EAST BOUND

No1*12:138 m|. Fast Train..| Ne2* 8:42 n
No 8* 8 pm.|Thro Express.| No4* 8:42p
No#316:06 pm|....Clipper.. | No 84t9;: 00a
Nob t9:008 m|Local xl‘nmn No6t 8:40 p
No 83t 2:00 pm | .Way Freight.| No®™ 11:45a
CEDAK RAPIDS HRANCH.

Nortli Bound | Liet Cedar Rpds | Shuth Bound
-=—Arrlve—— ' an  Manchester l LUV P

No.806 1.(0p,m[.. .+ Passenger .. [NO %6 9:10 f.m
No 884 8. 40a.m| . tPassenger.. (No 48> 3:20 p.m
No. #60 . . tFrelght ... IN0£603:80 p.

“Allabove trains CATTY passengers,
*Dall

y.

+Daily ExceptSunday.
$ H. G. PIERCE, Station Agt
No. 6 Hurs to Rloux City only. $
No. 3 Runs to Omaha only },
No. 1 hus cornections to Omaha, Stoux Qity

and Sloux Falls and No. 2 from same polufs.

Omafa - Ninmeapol
- and St Panl.. |

Illinols Central between Omaha and Fort Dodge
1u counection with the Miuneapol!s and 8t., Louls
botween Fort Dodge and Minneapolls and St.
Paul, 4150 to b lnsugurated January 98, 1900

Ly, Guwaba Lyv. 5t. Paul

85 p. m, 8.00 p, my,
“THE Ar, Minneapells | Ly Mlone® Holls
LIMITED" 7.86 8, m. 8.30 $
Ar. St Pani Ar, Oma
A.00 1. m, 8166

A fast vestibule night train, dally, ¢
through Pullman sleeping ear and couch:

Lv. Omaha Lv. St. )

7.00 8, m, 9.00

“THE | Ar. Minneapolls | Lv Min
EXI'RESS"” 700 p.mi, 9,8
Ar. St Taut Ar. Un
7.90 p.m, &

Fast day train, daily cxee;;ll Sunday
throughparior car and coaches.

Thrice-a-Week Edition.

18 Bpoken,

The Thrice-a-Week World long ago
estublished itself in public favor, and
It 18 now recoguized us the strongest
pablication of 1t kind in the United
Stutes. Advertisers snd publighers
seeking  clubbing combinstion—and
they know best—universslly testify to
this, It Is widely circulsted In every
State and Territory of the Unjon, and
even in remote South Africa and on
the gold telds inthe aeserts of Austra-
lia. These are things that tell,

Next year we have the Presidential
cumpaign, in which all Americans are
deeply interested. Already the issues
are being discussed ind the two grest
parties are preparing for the firet moves,
You will not want to miss any details,
and if you subseribe now your year'’s
subscription will cover the campaign
from beginning to end.

The Thrice-a-week World is abso-
lutely fair in its political news. Parti-
san bias ic never allowed to affect its
news columne, and democrat and repub-
lican ulike can obtain in Its pages truth-
ful necounts of all the great political
contests,

in addition to all the news, the
Thrice s \Week World furniches the
best #erisl fiction, elaborate market re-
poris und other features of interest,

The Thrice-a-Week World’s regular
subseription price is only 81.00 per yesr
and this pays for 156 papers. We ofler
this unequelled newspaper and the
Mancheeter Democrat together one
year for 82.15.

The regular subeeription price of the
two papers is $2.50 tf

}.mw Homeseekers Excursions South
via the M, & O,

The Manchester and Oneida Ry,
will sell Hemaseckers Excursion tickets
to points In Alabama, Floriia, Georgiu,
Kentucky, Missiesippi, North Caroliua,
south Cérolina, Tenneseee and  Vir-
ginia on Jan 5, 19; Feb 2, 16; Mearch 1,
15; April 5, 19, 1004; at one fure plus
$2.00 for the ronud trips good for going
paesage 15 doys from date of sale,
&-‘Inal limit 21 days from date of sale,

For further {Lurllculm apply to or
addiees J, L. Kelsey Traffic Mgr.

$2 .00 More Than Half Fare Via C, G.
W, Railway.

To points in Arkanses, Colorado,
Kunsas, Loulsiana, Missouri, Noew
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texuse, Tick
ets on sale Jan, 5th and 10th, 1904; and
I'e¢b, 24 and 16th, 1904,  Mareh 1st
and 15th; Apr. 6th and 19th. For further
information apply to any (. W, Agent,
or J. I, Elmer, G. P, A., Chicago, Il

5 52-w16.

One¢ Fare Plus $2.00 for Round Trip
Via0, G, W. Ry.

To points in New Mexico, Texas, Ok-
lahomu,Miesouri, Kansas and M ississip-
pt. Ample return limits, Tickets on
sulvJan 5-10th; and Feb, 20d and 16,
March 1 and 15; Apr. 5and 10th, 1904,
For further Information spply to
any G. W. Agent or J. P, Elmer,
G f» A Chicago, 111 H2w-16.

Ev-*ry Day in the
Year the 1. &
0.

Are selling round trip
tickets,=good for 30 days=
to Chicago and Great
Western stations, inside
of 166 miles at 109 dis~-

-,
Reud wherever tale U ae-JANRUARS | Diy

—

THE NEW TYORK WORlDe - Chitauy Guear Wieygr . .

“The Maple Leaf Route.”
Timo card, Oncida, lows.

Chlcuﬁo Speclal, Dally, Golog East,,...7:4:
LXPress dl"‘yl el

Way Frogaee ex. bund S
Guit g West, Nocai i ‘L
Way Freight dally ex. Sunday srelvaw. s -
Doy Express dsily.............. 3:16pm
St Paul & Kensas Clty Exp, dally..,..5@3lam

For informat on and tickets apply 1o
C. A. Robluson, Acent, Onelda.
7

LOW-RATE-EXCURSIONS

‘T'wico each month, on specific dates, the Il
uols Central will scil at greatly reduced rate
from poiuts on 1ts line north of Catro, roundtrip
Homeseekers” Excursion tickets South to
tulo poluts on or reachod by Its lines in Ken-
tucky, Tenuesseeo, Mississfppl, Loulslana and
Alubama,  Also to certaln poluts West and
Southwest In lows, Minnesots, Noith Dakota,
Souts bLmkota, Nebrasks, hansas Oklahoma
and Indlan Torritory. Particulars of your Il
nois Centralugonts.

For s free copy of the Homeseekers' Guide
deseribing the advantages and resources o f the
south, address J. F, Merry, A.G.P. AL LG R
K., Dubuque, lowa. Nor information rd
lmi 1sude in the famous Yazoo Valloy of Miss
138! xp address £, P'. Skene, Land Commissioner
Y. & M..V. R. &, Chicago.

INVESTMEMTS
IN _
SOUTHERN LANDS

BSuch {nvestments are not speculative. The
South {suot & now country. Market and lhlpyx[gl
fuciiitios arc adequate and frst class. 0]
climute 18 mi d ana {uvorable. Notwithstanding
these und other advantages, southern lands are
selling for prices far below their real value, and
at present pricos net lurge returds on the in-
vestmont, For s free set of cirenlars Nos. 1 10
10, Inclusive, concerning the pos - 1bilites of lands
in Kentucky, West Teunesseo, Mississipol and |
Louisiabi, onuud nesr tue lilinols Ceutral Rall-
road, for bomeseckers and Investors, address

the undersigned. JF, R .
Ass'tGon’l Pass'r Agent 1. C, R, R,

Dubuque, Iowa.

Through Sleeping Oar from Ohicago
to Jacksouville, Fla,, via
IU. R R,

Commencing Sunday January 11,
1903, a through nlceplug car from Chi
cugo to Juckeonville, Fla , will be run
on the Ilinofs Central Dixie Flyer,
leaving Chicago at 6 30 p. m, daily vir
Nushville, Chattsnoogs snd Atlanta.-

otf Il, G. PIERCE; Agent.

1f you are lvoking for &' home or an
investment, do not forget thet the best
furm lands in the Northwest are along
the line of The Minneapolis & St.
Louls R. R. where crop failures are un-
known,_4ood soll, good climate, good
people there  Farm values are riaing
rapidly and the time to buy is NOW.,
ow.excarsion rates from point on
lows Central and Minneapolis & St,
Louis Ruilroade, if you wish to inves-
tigate. For particulare address,
A. B. CUTTS,
G. P.A., Ia, Cent, and M.&St. L. R. R,
20Lr Minneapolis Minn,
— ]

Hulf Fare Excursion Rates via the
M. &0,

Jan. 5 & 19, 1904, | March 1 & 15, 1004, *
Ieb, 2 & 16, 1904, | April 5 & 19, 1904,

The Manchester & Oneida Rallway
will kell one way Colonists tickets at
one half the one way rate, plus $2.00 to
points in Arkansas, Colorado, east of
and including Rocky FPord, Ordway and
Calahan, Indizn Perritory, Kansas, to
points 100 miles and over west of the
Missourl River, Louisiuna, Missouri
New Mexico, Oklahoma and ‘U'exas,

l;‘or further information call on, or
write,

count. 49tf

495m J. L, KELsEY, Tratio Manager-

~




