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CHAPTER 1V.

BOUT twelve mliles or so down the
rough and stony mountain
road below the village of Crag-
enstone two men on horseback

were slowly ascending a steep defile.
The former, having the face of an Eng-
lishman, but dressed In the extrava-
yant fashion of the French nobleman
of that perlod, looked about him dis-
rontentedly.

“By St. Peter of the Fetters,” he ex-
claimed impatiently, “a more tollsome
Journcy, worseé.roads or harder riding
it hath never been my fate to experi-
ence! Gaston,” turning to the man who
rode after him, “what sald that sour
visaged callant we encountered just
below about the road to Cragenstone?”

“Hang me for a witeh If I could un-
derstand a word of his mumbling,” the
man replied. *“Such susplcious looks
he cast at us, as though we were high-
waymen who would take his purse or
run him through, roused my ire, Sir
Godfrey. Certes, but I was tempted to
slap his sour face!”

“Peace, Gaston!" Sir Godfrey La Fa-
bienne, who had been looking Intently
at something in the distance, threw up
his head with an air of pleasure. “Sure-
ly that rough structure of logs above
our heads on the rocks is a dwelling
house, Methinks I see signs of human
habitation.”

Spurring his horse into a gallop, he
rode rapldly up the steep incline, halt-
ing abruptly swhen he reached the top
to gaze about him.

“Quickly, Gaston!" he called cheer-
fully to his servant, who was follpwing
at a slower rate of speed. “At last
we've reached n stretch of open coun-
try; "also the two roads"—pointing
ahead with his whip—“that yonder
churlish fellow we encountered just be-
low did mentlon. As we could not
get his meaning, Gaston, perchance
'twould be better to make Inquiries be-
fore we venture further, for, by heav-
en, I can think of no worse calamity
than to go wrong on the rocky roads of
this mountain wilderness. Iollow slow-
ly, Gaston, while I ride thither to usk
our way of the people at the house,”

The intense sllence surrounding the
lonely, desolate looking cabin was bro-
ken by the nolsy clattering of a horse's
hoofs as La Fabienne rode up to the
door and knocked upon it loudly with
the handle of his whip. I'or a moment
there was no response; then a light
footfall was heard, and a volce asked
timidly, “Who knocks?"

“A traveler that would but ask his
way to the village of Cragenstone,”
La Fablenne called in reply. *“Open
without fear.”

At his bidding the door was pushed
out an inch or two, and a girl not
more than ten years of age peered
through the opening. At the unexpect-
ed sight of the nobleman in his rich
and handsome dress astride the gayly
caparisoned horse before her door the
mountain bred child was startled out
of all composure. Gasping for breath,
her mouth fell open and Ler eyes falr-
ly protruded with awe and astonish-
ment,

“A greeting, good maid,” La Fabi-
enne said, lifting his plumed hat and
bowing. “Canst tell me on which of
these two roads the village of Cragen-
stone doth lay?” >

“Thou—thou canst go right on,” the
girl stammered in great confusion.
“The—the other road leads to Stern-
dorf.”

He thanked her with great civility
and, beckoning to his attendant to fol-
Jow, La Iablenne rode on rapidly.

“'Tis passing strange,” he reflected,
“how the Impression was fixed in my
mind that Cragenstone lay on the other
road. Damme, 'twere well I asked the
maid or 'twould have been tomorrow
ere 1 would see Margaret. As 'tis, 1
shall see her soon, mayhap before dark-
ness falls, and, by my troth, one glance
from her bright eyes will cause me to
forget the perils and fatigues of this
Journey.”

With a sudden bright smile of hap-
piness illuminating his countenance he
looked over his shoulder to sce his fol-

“A greeting, good mald.”
lower riding slowly, the rein loose In
his hand and his head falling forward
on his breast in a most dejected man-
ner. La Fablenne laughed lightly,

“Parbleu, Gaston; take courage!" he
cried In gay tones. “Surely after this
good news of Cragenstone so close at
hand our bhearts ure light and we can
ride perforce with better speed.”

“Aye,” the man grumbled under his
breath, *'tis easy to have a light heart
whea thou dost carry a full purse, also
the knowledge that at the e¢nd of this
tedlous mountain c¢llmbing thou hast
for a reward the embraces of thy mls-
tréss, but with a man's throat athirst,
having had naught but unwholesome
water since breakfast, and a stomach
groaning for bread aud meat 'tls not so
easy."

Just then some raindrops falling were
swept Into bis face by the wind that
had risen with sudden fury,

“Raln, more discomfort!” he exclaim-
ed In great vexation. “Methought
those low black clouds had a look of
evil portent. By the memory of my
mother I do swear It,” he continued
angrily, “that not for sums of gold,
not In obedlence to the commands of
twenty La Fablennes, would I leave
Parks again to journey forth to any
mountain village In this accurst coun-
try!"

Finding that his master was gaining
on him, Gaston gave his horse tha
spurs and so suddenly that the star.
sled animal fairly leaped Into the alr,
then, running wildly, disappeared with
its rider over the top of a sharp de-
cline.
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when the heavy mist lay thick and
white over the meadows, and the houses
and trees were but indistinetly defined
in the cloudy atmosphere, young Sihimon
Kempster, his round face beaming
with an expectant look of happiness,
came neross 4 meadow near the Taun-
ston farmhbouse. »uddenly the sweet
notes of a woman's voice caroling
gayly fell on his ears. Raising his
bhead, he listened, then with a quick
motion vaulted lightly over the stile
and almost over Mistress Hetty Taun-
ston, who at that instant passed in his
direction from behind a elump of trees
with a pall of fresh mlilk In each hand.

“Thou stupld Simon!" she cried out,
greatly vexed. “With thy awkward,
lumbering ways thou'rt cnough to
frighten one into a fit! See, now, all
the good milk spilled upon the ground,
and three cows gone dry since yester-
morn! An’' look, my clean frock is all
bespattered! Al, lackaday, 'tis well
for me my mother is from home, since
I would never hear the end o' her dis-
pleasure!”

Kempster, greatly abashed, turned
from white to red and back to white
agnin, shifting on his feet uncasily.

“Iorgive me, gentle mistress,” he
sald contritely. *“Thou didst come so
lightly, like a little gray shadow of the
mist, that I was upon thee ere I saw
thee.”

“Today ‘a gray
eve ‘as sw

shadow' and t'other
1 wholesome as a
fresh new cheese,' " she replied petu-
lantly. “I like not thy comparisons,
Simon Kempster,"

In silence he pleked up the half
emptied pails that she had set upon the
ground, and they started down the long
lane that led to the Taunston farm-
house together.,

“Whatever 1 say or do, 1 ne'er can
please thee, Iletty,” he observed re-
proachfully as they walked along.
*'Pis one day that my ways are
clumsy and t'other that my words are
coarse. What can 1 do or say that
would win thine approval? Ior wmy
happluess doth depend on thy smiles
and favor, Hetty.”

*Thou'rt happy only when thou'rt on
thy farm among thy cows and chick-
ens,” the mald retorted, although the
red In her cheeks had deepened at his
carnest words.  “Forsooth, thou canst
see beauty in naught else but thy but-
ter, thy cheeses or the last new calf
or lamb that doth Dbleat about thy
dooryard. What room bhath thou in
thy mind for thoughts o' pleasing a
silly maid?" she concluded, with a
pert toss of her head.

“I have room In my mind and in my
heart for thee, sweet Ietty,” he re-
plied soberly, “and 1 would be happict
could I pleade thee better.”

They were startled by the patter of
great drops of rain, and the wind, ris-
Ing with a Joud howl, caught up Het-
ty's light skirts and tossed her soft
hair roughly over her face. \Without
stopping for more reproaches or ex-
planations, they made what haste they
could toward the house, reaching the
long shed that projected from over the
door of the dulry just in time to es-
cape a drenching. At that moment
Joslah Taunston, astride his horse and
enveloped in a black storm cape, com-
ing around the corner from the barn,
caught sight of them.

“Good even, Shmon Kempster.,” He
spoke without smiling, In the stern
manner habitual to him, “Hetty, I go
now to‘fetch our mother, who sent me
word by Brother Sparrow that the
Lord in his wisdom had seen fit to take
good Mistress Ilaggott, whom our
mother hath been nursing for the last
few days, and she would fain return
before the heavy storm sé®s in that
threatens.”

“Hadst not better eat before thou
goest, Joslah?”

“Nay, I'll not walit,” he replied, *“I'he
storm Is upon us now. HHappen I'll
take a spateh at Haggott's, We will
ride In late. IKeep a good wateh on the
bouse, Hetty."

Urging forward his borse, he rode
rapidly away, and as the last sounds
of hoofs pounding the ground passed
beyoud their hearing Simon turned to
Hetty with a persuasive smile on his
falr countenance.

“As night doth approach an' the
storm will be a rough one, with noi-
some high winds,” he sald, “methinks
‘twould be right fearsowme for thee to
slt alone.”

Hetty appeared to deliberate the
question carvefully.
“Happen thou had Dbetter stay

awhlile,” she sald, with affected Indif-
ference, “but I warn thee if thou doth
prate of nothing but thy farmyard
wounders, thy churnings and thy chick-
ens I shall send thee on thy way most
speedily.”

Then as she saw his happy face
lengthen with soberness and a look
of distress come into his eyes that told
her that he could not understand what
he lacked In his efforts to please her
she added more kindly, “But, prithee,
enter Shmon, an' in passing do me the
favor to bring In the milk.”

IIe lifted the pails with alaerity, and
Hetty, taking them from him, proceed-
ed to pour the frothy liguid into the
puans that lay in rows on the well
scrubbed table, her campanion stand-
Ing silently at her side admiring wist-
fully the! geaceful turn of the small
white wrists,

Having finished her task, the young
woman lifted her eyes to Kempster's
face, with rogulsh raillery In their
bright glance.

“There,” she exclalmed, “in my do-
sire to fill the pans quickly I did for-
get to thank thee for carrying the milk
Forsooth, good Shmon, lay such bad
muanners to thoughtlessness rather than
an intent on my part to slight thee.”

“Hoetty"—he stepped of
her hand I his—'2 when thy
words sound trifling 1 thy manner
seemeth bard and cold i5't beeause thou
dost not heed, that thou'rt only a bit
thoughtless, or dost thou really feel
the aversion ofttimes thy words and
mauner do express?”

und caught

She let her roguish glance turn mto
n kindly one and allowed her hand to
remaln in his as she answered softly:
“Some apples, Shnon, that & tart to
Thou
And

¢
the taste are sound at the core,
(armer, must I teach thee that?
for my words and ways, they are part
of me that, added all together, make
the whole.”

She turned away her head, sighing
gently, and Simon Imagined that she
pressed bis hand. “\Who doth like me,”

At about this hour In Cragenstone,

she continued pensively, “perforce must

like theni also, for 60 Tong ha' we been
one naught now could separate us.”

Simon, putting his disengaged hand
under her chin, lifted her face to his.
“God knows 1 like thee, Hetty,” he
sald soberly, “an' thy words, hard or
tender, so glad T am to hear them, fall
on my heart gently, like the rain on
the newly sown seedl.”

Matters having grown too serious for
the trifling lttle maid, she drew away
lhinstily, exclaiming, with n light laugh:
“Thy farmyard comparisons again, Si-
mon! Now, Torsooth, my words are
like rain falling on thy crops!"

It was several hours later when Mis-
tress Taunston on horseback, seafed on
a pillion bekind her son, rode into the
farmyard, The storm had continued
to grow heavier, and the rain was now
falling In torrents. Despite the heavy
clonks they wore, the riders were
drenched to the skin as a man, one of
the farm hands, rubbing his cyes as If
Just ronsed from slecping, opened the
barn door for them to enter,

“Light the candle, Jacob, and I will
hold it while thy master doth put up
his horse,” Mrs, Taunston ovdered from
her high position. “There, that is well.
Now help me to alight.”

When on the ground she lifted the
light and, following Josialh, who was
leading the horse to its stall, paused a
moment to dismiss the man,

“Thou canst go now, Jacob, to thy
bed. I would have a word in private
with thy master.”

Taunston paused in the act of lifting
a measure of oats to regard his mother
with surprise, thinking something of
unusual importance must have happen-
ed that she made so much ado about it

In her storm beaten, mud besmirch-
od garments, lolding the flaming can-
dle above her head, she approached
nearer, saying, “As Dbrother Camett
rode with us, Josial, I had no chance
to speak with thee.”

He nodded a rough assent, and she,
lowering her voice to a whisper, said,
“My son, we spoke the other night of
certain rumors current that thy cousin
Margaret had left a lover in France
that wast coming here anon to claim
her hand in marriage.”

Joslal's heart grew cold within him,

“I heard the idle gossip,” he replied
hoarsely, “but gave the rumor no cre-
dence, as my cousin in our frequent
meetings hath made no mention of
such a man, Why detain me here at
this late hour, when I am already chill-
cod to the marrow, to fash me with such
unpleasant gossip? Margaret IS so
young, her aunt so striet, I much mis-
doubt me that she e'er hath had much
converse with men, much less already a
lover plighted and betrothed. Let's to
the house. 'Tis a fitter place for con-
verse, if thou hast aught to say, than
this foul horse stall, with the wind
blowing the flame of thy candle into
a blaze,”

He moved impatiently toward the
doorway, but his mother sprang before
him, laying a strong detaining hand on
his arm,

“Hist! Ietty waits within and wust
not hear,” she sald in an lmpressive
volce. *“Josiah, methinks I saw your
cousin Margaret's lover ride by good
Brother Haggott's door late this after-
noon!"

“Ha!" Josiah  exclaimed
“Why dost thou think so?
ner of man didst sce?”

The two tall figures standing close
together in the dark barn under a
banging loft of hay, with the splutter-
ing candle throwing out faint, uncer-
tain streaks of light, presented a weird
pleture. Suddenly the lorse whinnled,
Both started.

“Three hours after noon I closed
Mary Haggott's eyes In death.” She
commenced her narrative slowly as one
who knew that what she had to say
would command attention. *“And not
an hour later, when I was still busying
myself about the chamber of the dead,
I heard sounds of horses’ feet and the
voleces of men. Looking through the
lattice, I espied a cavalier richly dress-
ed and mounted, followed by a sery-
ant. They had reached the fork in
the roadway just helow Haggott's and,
having pulled rein, there walited, unde-
clded which road to pursue. With
great Interest I wuas still gazing from
behind my* place of concealment with
wonder at the unusual appearance in
these parts of a traveler so fashion-
ubly attired when with quick declsion
the knight rode up to the door and
knocked upon it loudly. Little Abigall
Haggott, who waited below, answered
the summons,

“Which road to Cragenstone?’ he
asked.

“A feeling like the sharp prod of a
knife went to my heart. I knew at
once  that such a man as that—evl-
dently a Freneh nobleman or courtier—
sought not the village of Cragenstone
unless he were in quest of thy cousin
Margaret, Not one of the plain people
that bide nbout here, forsooth, wus the
magnet that was drawing that man so
toilsomely up our rough hills. So I
listened to their further converse with
bated breath. Abigall, almost stunned
with the shock and fear of her moth-
er's denth and surprised at the sudden
appearance of such a man at the door,
In her confusion and nervous fear (n-
structed him to keep right on.”

“Which roand?” almost shricked
Josiah.

“The rocky, hilly, torturous ascent,
with deep ravines, abounding In tur-
bulent streams and containing precl-
plees sharp and sudden, wherewith to
menace and endanger lives of unwaury
strangers—that road he took—the one
that doth lead to Sterndorf,” she an-
nounced, with a grim calmness that did
not conceal the note of triumph In her
volce. :

“At first when I did hear the timid
Abigail give the wrong direction and
I saw the men ride gayly forward me-
thought to call them back, for may-
hap"—

“An thou hadst,” Josiah interrupted
harshly, his face blanched with excite-
ment, “I had ne'er forglven thee!
"I'was & good hour when the mald met
Mim at the door and missent the world-
Iy gallant!” »

For a moment e stood there deep
in thought; then he added: “In truth
'tis o lonely road, and I much doubt
that they will meet a traveler to give
them other foustruction. The Skollvent
stream I8 greatly swollen,  In thelr
engerness to reach what they think is
Cragenstone they will make desperate
efforts to ford it, and, once over, de-
layed in Sterndorf by this storm, that
will raise the water to twice its helght,”
bhe cried triumphauntly, “no human he-
ing can return across that stream in
less than seven days. Pray for a con-
tinual, steady downpour of this rain,
good mother, and heaven glve me skill
to make the most of my time! Once
her faithful promise given, Marguret i3
mine! And every ambitious wooer that
cometh here after that may ride away
down the mountain to seek n mate in
other quarters!"”

e appeared greatly clated, %

“But yestermorn, wother, I was with
my cousin for two hours, and me-
thought her manner was less high and
cold und that she did not regard me
with distayor.”

sharply.
What man-

“Josiah,” his mother admonishied bint
with more than usual serlousness,
“have recourse to thy Bible and forget
not thy prayers, for methinks the di-
vine hand of the Lord is in this and
doth direct our guidance, Hast ght
of the awlul pest of measles in -
dort that good Brother Sparrow brought
us news of last Saturday e'en?
man or child in the village but is
stricken, 1le said it was a fell disorder
that attacked one suwddenly with high
rfever amd reightful pains in back and
head, stating further that some were
blinded for several days!”

“*Said he so?”

The red light from the dripping can-
dle illumined Josial's face, showing
the exultant expression in his eyes.

Scearce

“And well good Brother Sparrow
knows, for his daughter dwelleth
there. Mother, thou hast brought bet-

ter tidings than 1 at first anticlpated.
Aud now”—with lowered volce—'no
word of this to any other soul.,”

A sudden blast of wind, a sound of
rain so heavy that it secemed as if a
cloud had burst, and the flickering
flame of the candle was blown out,
leaving them in darkness. With an
impatient exclamation Josiah drew
forth his tinder box, and, after strik-
Ing the flint and steel together sav-
agely several times without being able
to get o spark, he threw them Into the
corner angrily, and, taking his mother's
arm, they groped their way out of the
barn, splashing across the muddy road-
way to the door, which was opened by
the waiting Hetty, who, vexed with
their long delay, greeted them grum-
blingly and with many complaints,

[TO BE CONTINUED.)

THE Cl{l(ilN OF BEDS

SLEEPING COUCHES CAN BE TRACED
BACK TO 700 B. C.

They Were In Use by the Etruscans
and Were Moxtly of Stone, Terren
Cotta and Marble—=Ded Furnishings
of the Ancient Greeks and Romans,

The oldest bed In o existence is o
bronze of Etruscan manufacture dat-
ing from the seventh century B, .
This was found in excavations e
at Gorldon, in Asia Minor, and from
the fact that it Is the only one of its
age ever unearthed among the many
other pieces of furndure found in au
cient ruins the conclusion is drawn
thut beds at this early era were a nov
elty.

It 1s sure that previous to this there
I8 no record of the existence of beds
which may be taken as authority. I're
historie wan evidently got along quite
well without any bed to lie in, and it
wus not until the life of Etrurians aud
Greeks began to verge into compara-
tive sybarite luxury that the bed as o
component part of the household was
universally recognized.

Even then the bed was more kin to
the modern couch than the article in
which civilized man today takes his re-
pose, According to Greek and Roman
wall paintings, bas-reliefs and repro-
ductions in sculpture, the original bed
was 1 benek, often a beautifully cary-
ed and decorated beneh and one coyver-
ol with costly draperies, but still in
form a bench compared to the beds of
today. Many of them were made of
terra cotta, some of marble, and then
there Is the bronze specimen which is
still In use,

Etruscan wall paintings of the fifth
and sixth centuries B. C. show that
these couches were plentiful then, The
Etrurians builded well when they came
to make beds, for most of the pictures
show them as made of stone, terra cot-
ta and marble being favorite materials.
In shape they were narrow, set on legs,
much like the couch of today, and piled
high with cushions, There were two
kinds of beds or couches in this peri-
od, one for reclining upon at mealtime
and the other for sleeping. In some in-
stances the same couch was used for
both purposes.

With the early Greeks and RRomans
the bed played a more prominent part
in the life of the people than it does to-
day. Paintings from these times show
the bed or couch n prominent factor at
all mealtimes and banqueting scenes,
the persons participating reclining
while they dined or carried on a con-
versation. Early scenes where the char-
acters concerned are wholly mytho-
logical show them meeting death, de-
livering speeches or reposing idly, all
on couches of a nearly similar design.
The sleeping couch rarely occurs In this
early sculpture or painting,

In form the bed of this era was based
on principles mueh akin to those upon
which our heds are now made. There
are the body, legs and headpiece, all
made much as they are made today.
At first, 8o far as can be found, the
body was only a slab of marble laid
across two upright stones serving as
leg: Later, however, there come to
view a leg for each corner and a head-
plece.  The best examples of modern
beds show the skill of the ancients In
sculpture and painting and the impor-
tance with wlkch they regarded the bed.
The legs are often notable examples of
the carver's art, and the sides serve as
panels whercon the artist of the day
depicted the life of the period.

Other Greek couchies have legs made
of blocks of wood mortlsed together.
Later the entire bed was made of
wood. Many of these speclmens were
of the costliest manufacture, the wood
belng inlald with ivory and other ar-
ticles of ornament. "Tortolse shell as
a means of decorating couches seems
to have been Introduced about 100 B. C.
Later silver and gold were oceaslonally
used.

In furnishings the anclents pursued
nbout the sume system as is in vogue
nt present. Mattresses, plllows, val-
ances and loose draperies are shown in
the carly vase paintings. All couches
had mattresses, but the thickness, qual-
Ity and kind varied with the different
periods, At 'first only a few skins
thrown over the body of the hed were
used.,

The pillows were of various shapes,
some being long and narrow, others
approximately square and still others
nearly round in appoarance. The
Greek or RRoman of this period was
1 most luxurlous personage, as he re-
quired at least three plllows to enable
him to secure a good night's rest.
There was one for his head, one for his
elbow and one for his feet,

The mattresses and pillows were cov-
ered with linen or wool. Leather to
some extent was used as n covering
for the pillows. Rare instances are
found where silk was employed as bed
covering.

A great variety of materials was
used in stuffing ‘both articles.  The
cotnm article among the Greeks

seoms (o have been refuse wool torn
off In carding or fulling cloth, Among
the lomans wool especially prepared
wits the favorite article for this pur-
Steaw and rushes were used
IFeather
being in
tury. The

Jook:somewhat like dried fish.

instances rleh tapestries.

In the representations of Roman beds
the furnishings run generally to lux-
ury and display, and the draperies are
the parts given the most attention,
The most striking colors to be ob-
tained were used in their manufacture
and decoration, and (he looms of the
east were scoured for the best exam-
ples of weaving., Purple was a favor-
ite color, and the wenlth of o person
was often Indieated by the excellence
of the bed draperies In his house.

Bedmaking and bed furnishing had

attained to this stage in the year 400
A, Do A painting of a bed of this
period shows an article of manufacture
and furnisbings much like the bed of
today., There are four legs, sides of
wootl and wooden slats or oceasional-
Iy leathier Interlacing to furnish rests
for the mattress,  There are two head-
pieces, one at cach end, su;,‘,-\-slim:
that even at this late date the sleeper
wias acenstomed to have a pillow for
his feet. Of the furnishings the mat-
tress and pillows are coverad with a
striped stull not unlike many cloths of'
the present, and a blanket covering the
mattress 1s tucked between it and the
bedside, much as the neat housewife
now tucks in her snowy sheet,

Lere, however, the resemblance to
the present style of bed ce The
legs at the head are carved to repre-
sent human figures and mythological
creations, At the foot a woman with
surrounding  “picture writing” holds
forth. The sides are massive panels
carved in a similar manner, and the
structure of the whole marks it as an
article made to be handed down from
one generation to the other.—Chieago
T'ribune.

SCS,

SOUTH AMERICAN ANTS,

They

Grentest Rona
n the World,

The builders in the
workl are a species of red ants found
i South Awmeriea.  In building a road
they carry minute particles of clay,
with which they line all the roads as
well as the galleries and passages of
their nests till they look as smooth as
if cemented by @ master mason.  Sume
idea of their number can be formed
when it Is remembered that the whole
of this road to thelr tree, perhaps near-
Iy half amiie long: is densely thronged
with a multitide going out empty aud
coming back with thelr umbrella-like
burdens, while thousands upon thou-
sands swarm in the doomed tree.

That this vast army is under the best
lne can be proved by watching
for only a few moments. The
drivers are constantly running up and
down giv their orders to the work-
ers, which they do by touching heads
for a moment. The Individual so
touched will stop, turn back, hurry for-
ward or show In some such way that
he is following some command., DBut
a hetter proof of the discipling is found
in the fact that when the army meets
with an obstacle, such as a log or a
Inrge stone, there is a jam of ants on
both sides, and they run about In dis
c and disorder. Instantly the driv-
ers hurry up, showing the greatest ex-
citement, and run over, around and un-
der the Impediment to find the best
wiay out of the difficulty. When they
have declded they lead off the line of
mareh in the proper direction. DBut
until they take this step the workers
make no attempt to pass the obstacle,

When a selection of a level plece of
ground has been made a perpendicular
shaft some eight Inches in diameter
and six or seven feet deep is formed.
This Is for drainage and ventilation,
never for ingre r egress. If the
ground slopes the sheft iz Lorizontal,
the mouth, of ¢ v o, Iz ot the hot-
tom of the hill, ¥rom il pocpendicun-
lar shaft, commencing af the bottom,
radlate galleries, like the spokes of n
wheel set at a slight angle. At the end
of each series of galleries' spokes a elr-
cular gallery Is made, formning, as it
were, n set of wheels one above the
other. In, or, rather, ahove, these clr-
cular galleries the nests or dwe
places are constructed. These are o
in shape and about a foot long, The
narrow end of the oval is down |
and opens into the roof of the gallery,
and as the spokes always slope slightly
toward the shaft no tropical rains, no
matter how heavy, can enter the homes
and breeding places of the ants.

greatest

l

Rainlexs RegiMinw.

The rainless regions of the globe owe
thelr avidity to the fact that they are
shut off from the influenee of most
winds by high mountain chains, The
chief of these are upper BEgypt, the
Sahara, the desert of Gobi and the
coast of Peru. 'The driest place In the
world 13 probably that part of IBgypt
between the two lower falls of the
Nlle. Ruain has never been known to
fall there, and the inhabitants do not
belleve travelers who tell them that
water can fall from the sky. The great
trade winds at the starting polnts of
thelr paths are the cauze of drought
and barrenness, but where they cross
land at the termination of thelr course
they give out hounteous rain supplics.
The contrasts thus offered are very
striking. Thus some parts of the Mo
roccan Sahara near the head of the
northeastern Atlantic trade wind do
not experience a shower for perhaps
twenty years at a time, while the same
wind when it reaches the coast of
South Amerlep produces a rainfall rep-
resenting - depth of twenty feet of
water {un a year,

Rnty nx nn Article of Dlet,

Rats have never foud favor ns a del-
ieney for the tuble In Europe or in this
country, but In many lands they are
relished as an article of dlet. The ne-
gro slaves of Jamaica used to regard
them as a dainty, thelr masters not
providing them with any other meat.
Their method of cooking the toothsome
rodents was to fmpale each one on
long wooden skewer after cleaning the
animal and cutting off the tall, turning
It briskly around over a fire until the
bair was all burned off. Then It was
scraped uutil free from fur, and finally
the end of the skewer was stuek into
thie ground, inclined toward the fire, un-
til it was toasted dry and crisp, thus
being made ready for the menl. Rats
may commonly bhe seen for sale in the
markets of any Chinese town, split and
pressed under a heavy welght, 8o as to
In this
ghape the pigtailed oriental buys them,
roaks them in water and then bolls,
roasts or frics them,

Schooly of Mullet.

Mullet, the food fish which the larger
portion of the game fish live upon and
which they follow about, are found in
enorsious schools in the ocean, A
smull section y 25,000 or 50,000-
will find thelr way in the lake looking
for food, and a corresponding section
of the attendant, school of bluefish will
follow them. When these fish once get
in the gill nets trollers can make no
appreciable fmpression upon them, no
nutter how hard they fish, and this
small detachment I8 not 1 per cent of
the school from which it strayed.—
Florida Times-Unlon,

-

THE PLAINS OF

SOME OF THE CURIOSITIES OF THE
COLORADO DESERT.

Graves Each of Which Tells n Story
of n Tragedy of lent, Thirst and
Denth—=0dd Stones and Shells That
Strew the Barren Reglon,

There is o section of the Colorado
desert where nature has left some re- |
markable records, $he has visited the |
rdgion alternately with fire and water
and has left it with neither, It is the
most desolate, wild, barren, forbidding
part of the desert, says the Los Ange- |
les Times, and it i shunned alike byi
man aid beast.,  That there is good
and sutlicient reason for avoiding this |
Ipeality s attested by numbers of
graves, nameless for the most part,
found in the terrible region.

These graves are shople  affairs,
merely mounds of earth with a border
of stones about each and a pile of
rocks two or three feet high at the
head.  ach telle the story of a
tragedy of heat, thirst and death.
Those items are about all that is ever
known of the storles of those who
perish.  Thelr mummified bodies or
blenched bones are found long ffter
the struggle 1s over, and the finder, re-
specting the memory of the unknown,
scoops @ hole in. the earth, lays the
ghastly relic within and piles up the
only monument available in that wild
region,

The plain now lies nearly a hundred
feet below the level of the sea, and the
rocks of the plain and the bases of the
mountaing are washed and eroded in a
wonderful manner, Mingling with the
burnt stones and voleanie debrls are
rocks worn by the waves and shaped
into hundreds of fantastic forms. There
are many acres of these stone curiosi-
ties, and certain sections of the field
seem devoted to certain shapes and
figures, .

Ior instance, one passes through a
region which he at onee names the eab-
bage pateb, for it presents the appear-
ance of a ficld of those vegetables
which have turned to stone. The waves
have worn the rocks into round bowl-
ders ahout the size of the vegetable
which they so much resemble and have
cut Into the globes, laminating them in
perfect imitation of the leafy layers of
the garden vegetable,

Another locality Is devoted almost ex-
clusively to dinner plates. Thousands
of rounded, thin disks are seattered
over the plain or are piled scores deep
In singular piles, cach piece shaped ex-
aetly like the erockery which adorns
our tables and quite as thin and sym-
metrical,

Another gection of this truly wonder-

ful region Is glven almost wlplly to
dumbbells. These vary In size from
pleces welghing one or two pounds up
to those scemingly calenlated for exer-
cising the muscles of a giant and
weighing thirty or forty pounds each.
In almast every instance these natural
dumbbells are well bhalanced, the balls
at either end of the connecting plece
being of the same size and welght,
_ There is in this plain an arsenal also,
While guns and swords and bayonets
and powder were not there to be found,
there are thousands of cannon balls
varying in gize from two and three inch
balls to those fit for the big thirteen
inch guns of modern warfare. And all
are of stone, all formed in nature's
workshop.

There are other objects Innumerable.
There are stone roses, stone lilles, stone
tulips, stone leaves, stone birds, stone
animals, stone qnolts, stone ornaments
in varied and unigue designs, stone
cancs—In fact, almost everything con-
celvable In nature or art imitated In
stone on the plain of Yuha.

In one portion of Yuha rise two hills
or small mountalns, One might mis-
take them In the distance for ancient
craters, but when he approaches the
emlnences Le discovers them to be
monuments to an anclent life—the rec-
ords of specics now extinet. They are
shell mountains, great beds of prehis-
toric bivalves which were left stranded
when that ancient sea swept back from
the region and left a dry and desolate
land. >

One of these wlountains, the large
one, Is composed wholly of large rough
shells, much larger, but less elongated,
than the shells of the modern oyster,
which in some respects they so much
resemble as to lead to the suspicion
that they are the remains of the ances-
tors of our much prized bivalve.

The lesser hill Is composed of tiny
shells of a prehistorie type of brachio-
poda.  Like the larger shells, they are
fo. ad except on the surface In an un-
disturbed state, both valves of nearly
every shell being found In position.
Although the mollusk dwellers of these
shells vanished several centuries ago,
80 perfect are the shells one almost ex-
peets when he opens the valve of the
shell to find_the living creature within,

Fling Out Your Sunshine.

What a  satisfaction It I8 to go
through life radiating sunshine and
hope Instead of despair, encourage-
ment instead of discouragement, and
to feel conscious that even the ness-
boy or the bootblack, the cidr conduct-
or, the office hoy, the elevator boy or
anybody else with whom one comes In
contact gets a little dash of sunshine!
It costs nothing when you buy a paper
of n boy, or get your shoes shined, or
pass Into an elevator, or give your fare
to & conductor, to give a smile with it,
to make these people feel that yon have
a warm heart and good will. Such sal-
utations will mean more to us than
muany of the so called great things, It
is the small change of life. Give it out
freely. The more you g the richer
you will grow.—Orison Swett Marden
In Success Magazine,

Long Lived Carp.

The ordinary carp, If not Interfered
with, will, It Is sald, live 500 years.
There are now living In the Royal
aquarium In Russia several earp that
are known to be over GO0 years old,
and it has been ascertained in a4 num-
ber of eases that whales live to be over
200 years old. A gentleman in London
has had an ordinary goldfish for fifty-
three years, and his father Informed
him that he had purchased it over forty
years before It came to the present
owner's possession,

The “King's English,”

The following appeared as a London
coster tailor's ndvertisement:

“A slap up togs:and kicksles bullder,
with upper Benjaming snipped on a
downy plun, with molesking of hanky-
panky design, with a double fakement
slown the sides and artful buttons at
bottom, with kicksles cut peg top, half
tight or to drop loose over the trotters,
with faney vests made to flash the
dickey or to fit tight round the scrag.”

Comforting Him,

“And now,” whispered the lover as
he caught her in his arms, “what shall
we do about the rope lauder? We
shouldn't leave it hanging there.”

“Don't worry about it,” replied the
cloping damsel. “Papa sald he'd pull it
up again so I couldn't get back.” ,‘

| "Mea)

: i
DEATH DANCES, I

They Porm a art of the Tibeétan
Mystery Plays,

The death dances of the Tibetan
mystery plays, one of which Is per-
formed on the lasi three days of the
year, are ealled “the ceremony of the
sacriticial body of the dead year.” The
efligy of a man made out of dough as

gistinet hearct and all the entrails filled
with o red tinid 1s placed by four ceme-
tery zhouls in sight of the numerous
spectators In the center of the yard,
and at once bhands of skeleton ghosts
Fush upon the corpse to attack it. This
s the time to display the necromantle
power of lnmaism over the evil splrits,
Monks and lamas come forth and go
through a series of ceremonies, the
magle effect of which keeps the fiends
away. But a more funnlduhLF devll,
with great horns and possessed of su-
perior powers, makes his appearance
and | tnkes the field, whereupon a
saint of an Incarnation of Buddha him-
self goes to the rescue, sprays tiour on
the enemy, makes mystic signs and
utters Incantations.  The skeleton
ghosts and the big fiend grovel before
him and implore mercy. He graclously
yields to thelr supplications and allows
them to partake of a sacramental meal,
While they knecl before him he gives
to ench one of thend a little flour to
eat and a drink out of a vessel of holy
water. .

SMART FOXES.

“Spelled” Each Other and Fooled &
Pack of Hounds,

I have a near neighbor who is a close
and intelligent observer of the ways of
wild animals and a trathful and re-
liable man, Ile says that on one oc-
caslon he witnessed a fox chase in
Maryland, standing on one side of a
very high hill, while the dogs and fox
were across o deep guleh about haif
wiay up the side of another high hill,
for a good® deal of the time fn plain
view.

As the chase proceeded he noticed a
second fox seated on a log and appar-
ently Interested in the outcome. After
some time, us the dogs were heard.ap-
proaching, this fox ran down at right
angles to the direction they were com-
fng and met the running fox and took
his place ahead of the hounds, while
the tired animal sprang to one side
and trotted directly up the hill and
seated himself on the log for n rest.

The fresh substitute then led the dogs
a lively chase for a long circuit and
finally the pack again were heard ap-
proaching, This time Fox No. 1 was
fresh and ready anderan down and
met his fatigued brother and put him-
self before the dogs, while No. 2
went baek to the log and took a breath-
ing spell. This proceeding. was kept
up for prabably two hours.—New York
Times.

PAUL'S WALK,

A Favorite Promenade In the 0Old
Days In London,

In the old days, especially during the
reigus of James I. and Charles §., the
nave of St. Paul's cathedral was popu-
larly known as “Paul's walk” becanse
it was the favorite promenade of wits,
gallants and fashionable idlers, who
met there to gather or retall the latest
news,

The nave and body of a cathedral or
church were then regarded as much
less sacred than the chancel, and this
explains, if it does not excuse, the Tact
that they were often given over to all
kinds of profane and secular uses.

At St. Paul's there were stalls and
bazaars with crowds of busy buycrs
and sellers, glving it the appearance of
a fair. Usurers occupled the south
alsle and horse dealers the north, mak-
ing it, as Evelyn called It, *a stable of
horses and a den of thieves.,” Shake-
speare makes Falstaff buy a horse at
St. Paul's as he would at Smithfield.

Courts of justice were held and fu-
neral banquets and churchwarden's
feasts were celebrated there, and, ac-
cording to Stubbs, traces of these
usages lingered on into the middle of
the seventeenth century.— London

Globe, . :
paughter—Jack promisea toat i i

accepted him he would mend his ways.
Her Mother—Humph! I haven't much
faith In this repairing done while you
walt,

H. L. Main,

Hopkinton, lowa.

gionds and Sandals

We have just received the
most complete line of Ox-
fords and Sandals ever be-
fore offered in Hopkinton.
These are eastern styles and
up-to-date in every respect.
Come in and examine jhem
andjyou_will be pleased.

H. L. MAIN,

Hopkinton, lowa.,
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Time Cards.

Maﬁchester & Oneida Ry,

| - TIME TABLE.

lirelike s possible and having jnside a o No, 2

Jewvos Manchoster at 6115 8. m, ar-
rives ut Onolde st 6:C5a. m . Connecls
with west bound C. G. W. No.
Returning leaves Onelda at 5:40 s, m
Arrives at Mancheater at 6;05s8. m

Traln No. 4, leaves Manchester at 7;15 a. m |

arrives at Onelda at 7:45 8. m,, con
nects with east bound C, G, W. No
6. Returning loaves Onelda at 7:
®.m., arrives at Manchester at 8
a. D1,

Traln No. 6, leaves Manchester at 8:45a.m.,, ar-
rives at Onolda at 9:24 a.m, QOon-
nects with the north bound 0. M, &
Bt, P,, No, 22, Returning leaves
Onelda at 9:25, arrives at Manchestel
#L0:50 A, m,
Traln No. 8, leaves Manchester at 2:(0 p, m, ar-
rives at Onelda at 2:30 p. m, von-
nects with C. G. W.. No, 4. easl
bound, and No. 9, west boind Re-
turning leaves Onelda st 3:22 p m-
arrives at Manchester at 3:45 pm..

‘Traln No 10, leaves Manchester at 4:45 p. m.

arrives at Onelda at 5:15 8 m, Con-
nects with south bound G, M, & b%.
P.. No, 21. Returning leaves Onelida
. arrives at Mancheste:
J. L. KaLSREY,
= Gen. Traflic Manager.

Turough tickets for sale at Manchester to all
points in North America, $
—TRAINS WILL STOP ONLY AT—

Belknaps Crossing, Platform at Quaker Mil
Switch, Franklin Strect Crossing, »ly’s Cross-
Ing, Miller's Crossing, Twin Cross 'y
brook’s Crossiug.

e ———

ILLINOIS CENTRAL R. R.

TIME TABLE.

Main Line Passenger Tralns,

WEST BOUND| MAIN LINE | KAST BouND
No1®12:13a 10| Fast Traiu.. [No2® 5:42 am
No 8* 2:18 pm, Thro Express. |[No4* 8

No33 16:05 pm ....(‘vll?er No 8if: v0a m
No b5 1+0:004 m | Local x? Noé6t 8:-40 pm
No £3t2:00 p m | .Way Frelght. [No%411:45am

CEDAR RAPIDS BRANCH.

North Bound | Uet Uedar Rpds | South Bound
-=——=Arrive— 'and M —lLeave——
gom 8:00p.m|...1Passenger..|No.3u5 9:10 &.m

NO.
o

0 834 8.40a.m|..tPassenger.. |No.a% 8:20p.m
Ne., 360 1:00p.m]... tFrelg! it..... | N . m

All above tralns car ASSulIgeTs,
*Dail: LhLy

y. 5
+Daily ExceptSunday.
H. G. PIERCE, Station Axt.

No. 6 Runs to Sloux City only,

No. i Runs to Omsha onl¥.
No. 1 has connections to Omaha, Sloux City

and Sloux Falls and No. £ from same polnts.

CHICAGO GREAT WESTERN R

“The Maple Leaf Route.”
Time card, Onelda, lows,

(‘hluﬁo Speclal, Datly, Golng East. a.m

Day Express dally..c....osessnmenss xm

Way Frelgltaally ex, Sunday.... .m
o1t g West, North and Soath.

Way Frelght. dally ex, Bunday........11:20 am

D» y Bxpress éally............... .. 6 pm

St Baul & Knnsas Oity KEp, daliy ... 08
For Informat'on and tickets apply to
C. A, Robluson, Agent, Ooelds,

INVESTMEMTS
IN
SOUTHERN LANDS

Buch {nyescments are not speculative. The
South Isnot & now country. Market and lhlpm
Iacllitjes are adequato and first class,
climath Is inlld aud favorable. Notwithstanding
these and other aivantages, southern lands are
selling for prices fur below thelr real value, and
&t present prices net large returns on the In-
vestment, Fora free sot of eirculars Nos, 1 to
10, Inclusive, concerning the pos-ibilities of lands
in Kentucky, West Tennesses, Mississipol' and
Loufsiany, ou sud nesr ti e 1llinols Ceutral Ral-
road, for homeseckers and investors, address
the undersigned. J. ¥, Y.

Ast'tGon 'Pun‘rd t1.C. R. R,

A\ s
ERK
ubuque, Iowa,

Compound Vapor and Siiam-
“""““““pm“htgs.

aths

Vapor
and
Shampoo.

1! dis-
eases are caused
by ‘roloononlm
retions, which
clog the wheole
of NATURE.

The name 8nu
the . syymtoms
may be different,
3‘" the cay e

to the Imperfect action ot ’the milllons
of pores of the human body. A bath in
accordance with scfentific require-
ments i3 the best proventative and
remedy known. The methods employ-
ed by me are the most sclentific ever
invented or discovered for dispe
diecase. Results tell the story. Give
me a trial. ‘I'bis Is the Conant system.
cf taths. A competent lady attendant
In cherge cf the ladles department.

Office and bath rooms on Franklin
street, cpporite Globe Hotel.

(1% Q. D. GATES,

e ———C AT
Why do you fret and grumble,
‘Why.lon'’t you take a tumble,
.ll_J;o ue:m- Plenle l'llll.m.
w Ve B W ur
Try lhem’.’ 25 conts. Al:’d'r:uml

lllinois Central

Excursion Rates.

Fxcursion tickets will be sold by thelliinols
Central, to the points, and at rat-s, as follows:

SUMMER TOURIST RATES,

Tickets on sale dally duriug the summer
mouths to St. 'sul sud Minneapolls, Mion ;
Hot Springs aud Desawood, So. Dak.; Den
Co orado  Spilngs Puweblo, and len
Springs, Colo.; Ugden snd Salt Luke Cit ()
and pisuy vther Summer Kesorts both

to Yellow-

West, 1l ited w0 O2t, 1.t Also
::(l)lle Park, limited to ninety days. Write for
S,

FARE AND ONEJTIIIRD ON CERTIFI-
CATE PLAN,

. Cedar Fulis, In , Ioxa State Normal Summer
School, Jute 10, July 21, Tickets on sale vnly
ou curtaiu dutes,

o ONE FARE PLUS 8200,
Home-seekers'  Excursions, West,

to eat—T welcome my dinner hour;

Becmu:{ rout indigestion with August Flower)

QConstipation is the result of indigestion,
biliousness, flatulency, loss of appetite,
self-poi ing, ; iation, uric
acid, neuralgia in various of the
system, catarrhal inflammation of the in-
testinal canal and numerons other ail-
meunts that rob life of its pleasures if they
do not finally rob you of life itself,
q‘“I'm bound in the bowels,” is a com-
mon expression of people who look mis-
erable and are miserable—yet who Penin
in ‘‘letting nature take its'course,’
qWhat a foolish plan, when nature could
be aided by the use of Green's August
Flower, which is nature’s own remedy for
coustipation and all stomach ills,
qAugust Flower gives new life to the
liver and insures healthy stools, ?

QTwo sizes, 25¢ and 75¢. All druggista,
For sale by ANDERS & PuiLiep,

PPN S SRR v D s

South,
Pouth-east nnd Scuth west,

T cKels on sale the first and third Tuesdny of
each month uptl Octabor, To ecrtaln poluis ln
Jowa, Minnesots, South Dukota, North Dakota,
Ciunads and the Northwestern States, Tickels
will be sold ‘"eﬁ" Tuesduy until Qotober Sist.

Haltlm o, d.. Interustionsl Convention
Un’n‘m d I#mgﬂ{,u! S"":'.“' uunnusuvm Jul Ml‘}

uilalo N. Y., meelin rand L e, 8, P,
0. Kiks, July 1113, . &
LESS TIIAN ONE FALE,

Portland, Oro, San Francisco, Los Angeles
aud Sun Dlego, Cal.—-Lewls & L‘l‘?ul Centeunial
Exj osition wt Periiund, and other mestings at
n:ul\'u points 'rlﬁ)lmu 3" sule :lm c%rouln
OVery raonth un und inciuding mber,
limited to ninety days tor return, not lg“ueood
Aovember 30th ~ Wilte for rates and illusirated
folders uboutthe Yortland Exposition,

Jenver, Colo. — Int rantionsl Epworth League
Convention, July 60, Through Tourist 8leepers
to Denver July $rd.  'Write for clrcuiars quo-
log rates and givieg part culars, also folders
:!:rl‘e‘rlptl\'u of Lenver and other Colorado re-

For particulars as to dates of salo, rates, ete.,
upply to suy Ilinofs Central Ticket Agent, or
sadress the ungorsigned

F MEKRRY,
Asst. Gen'l Pass. Agent
Dubuque, Iowa.

Cheap Excursion to Chicago and
Return, June 17, via the L C. R. R,
Thel C.R. R, will run an excursion
to Chicago June 17th at a rate of
85 00 for the round trip. Tickets lim-
ited to return June 26 See regular
newspapers no tices and bills,
P’ G, Pierce, Agt.

SUMMER EXCURSION RATES
! Viathe M. & O. to Summer Tourist
Points3, North, East, South and West,
Commencing June 1et and continu-
| Ing daily thereafter until Septembar
1905, the M.and Oneida Ry. Co, wil
. 8ell round trip summer tourist tickets
good to return until October 3lst at
, Rreatly reduced rates with stop over
rivileges ou nearly all roade. For fur-
her information call on or address the
undersighed at Manchester Iowa.
J. L. Kelsey,
Traflic Mgr,
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