
Over the Hills. 
Ovw the crests, of the hills that lie 

Veiled In a distant blue, 
In the mysterious By and By 

What will there be to do? 
What will a boy, from ball and klie 

Called by the deeds that wait, 
Find when he strides like an ardent 

knight 
Through the horizon's gate? 

Marvelous ventures, and hazards 
! rare, 

Bidding a master hand? 
Country and city and sky more fair, 

Forming a wondrous land? 
Narrow the limits that hedge to-day— 

Mother and school and home, 
Over the borders and far away 

Eager the lad to roam.' . > 

Over the hilltops fame Is won; 
Cities and towns stretch far 

Noble achievements by men are done; 
Glory and wealth there are. 

But we who have seen the land and 
sea, 

Wide plains and mountains tall, 
Gladly would turn us again, for we 

At home might have found It all. 
—Edwin L. Sabin. 
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The afternoon before the cattle-
steamer Earldorman sailed for Liver­
pool, Clyde Amidown and Arthur 
Cranston sat talking earnestly in the 

: writing-room of a Portland hotel. 
• Amidown, from New York, had never 
. been obliged to earn a single dollar 

of the generous number at his com­
mand; Cranston, a native of Kansas, 
had never spent a ccnt that had not 

- cost him effort of brain or musclc. 
- Despite tills difference, the two were 
close friends. They had just gradu­
ated from the same college, and were 
off that summer for a three months' 
tour of Europe. 

Amidown would gladly have paid 
the expenses of the trip out of his 
own pocket lor the sake of his 
frlena's company; but he knew the 
self respecting Westerner too well to 
make such a proposition. So they 
decided to cross the Atlantic on n 
cattle-steamer. Amidown had secured 
a cabin passage, while Cranston had 
that morning signed papers as ono 
of the cattlemen. 

The two had just returned from 
inspecting Cranston's stuffy quarters. 
Amidown's heart misgave him, and 
he tried to persuade liis friend to 
share his stateroom. 

"What's sixty-five dollars, Arthur?" 
expostulated he. "You can make it 

1 up in a short time. I wont charge 
yon usury on it." 

"That's all right, old man," re-
. turned the otber, "but I don't see any 
. easier way of earning it than by 

nine days' work aboard ship. I'm 
not to be frightened out of It because 
my room happens to be a little 

. cramped and the work promises to 
be dirty." 

Amidown held his peace, and that 
night they took their baggage to tile 
ship. 

At nine the next morning the sheep 
and cattle began-to come on board 
from the cars. Cranston, arrayed In 
out^football clothes, was stationed 
near one of the gangways, stick in 
hand, to prod along recalcitrant 
steers. His friend was an interested 
spectator on the bridge. By two 

, o'clock fifteen hundred sheep were 
bleating in the pens on the upper 
deck, while nine hundred wild ranch 

" cattle from the Canadian Northwest 
shouldered one another in their nar­
row quarters on the three decks be­
low. At three the ship steamed slow­
ly out of the harbor and the voyage 
was fairly begun. 

Cranston found his dally routine 
novel and by no means unpleasant. 

• In all there were forty-five'cattle­
men, one-fifth of them professionals 
or "paid men," and the remainder 
green hands, or "stiffs," as their fel­
low workmen termed them, crossing 

- In this way to save their passage 
money. A dozen nationalities and as 
many callings were represented. 
There were Poles and Huns return­
ing from the Pennsylvania coal 
mines, shipwrecked English sailors, 
an electrician, a music teacher, a doc­
tor, and half a dozen college men 
Uhey were divided Into squads, each 
In charge of an experienced man. 

At half-past four In the morning 
they "turned out" and had breakfast. 

• Then the cattle and sheep were given 
. all the water they could drink. 

was followed by a hearty feed of 
. hay. At eleven o'clock shorts and 

cracked corn were served out. In ine 
afternoon came more nay and more 
water. It made a full day for uran-

L ston and his associates. 
Five days out severe storms burst 

over the Earldorman. The cattlemen 
, had their hands full, getting up beasts 

that were down, patrollng the gang­
ways and repairing damage of dlffer-

> ent sorts. 
Now a port would burst open, and 

• a solid spout of water deluge tne 
, shrinking steers from behind. Now 

. a pile of hay bales or grain sacks 
would come tumbling down. A dozen 
of the "stiffs" were so seasick that 
they could not work, and this made 
it harder for the others. 

The great mass of the cattle were 
thoroughly frightened by the storm. 
On some, however, it had an opposito 
effect. One small black steer on the 

. port side of the lowest deck became 
. so maddened by the unaccustomed 
. uproar that it was actually dangerous 

to pass him. 
He stood with three others in a 

space ten feet wide, partitioned off 
by uprights from the adjacent spaces. 
-In front of the animals was a stom 
"headboard," running between the up­
rights about throe feet above uie 

. dock. In this headboard were bored 
four holes, through which passed the 
ropes tied around the necks of the 
cattle. The care of the animals In 
this section of the ship had been en­
trusted to a "paid man," Sandy With­
ers, under whom wore Cranston and 
four green hands. 

It was midnight and the storm had 
abated considerably, although, the sea 
ran as high as ever. Half me cat­
tlemen were, off duty and asleep. A 

: single Bentlnel was patrollng each 
deck with a lantern, the ship's elet-
trie light plant being temporarily dis­
abled. Cranston, after three hours 
of sleep, was coming do.wn to relieve 
Withers, who had been in charge of 
the lowest deck for that period. As 
tha college man started to ijeacend 
too lAdd«r a yall me below, ..mi1# 
w»8 a slitter of hoofs, Wither came 
Wiwyllu* up-fte iron wind*. bi> 

right sleeve hanging in ahreas an.l 
-.ne blood running freely from a long 
,ash In his arm. 

"The black steer's loose!" ho pant 
Ml. "Just as I got by him he -jumpe 
-.is headboard and chased mo to the 
foot of the ladder. Until he's lie. 
up or shot I don't go down on tha. 
leek again for any man." 

As Withers had passed, swinging 
his lantern, the animal had Hung its 
head violently down. His ncad rope, 
already frayed by Its constant chaf­
ing against the sharp edge of the 
hole bored In the headboard, snapped 
off, leaving only its loop hanging 
about his neck. An Instant later he 
had leaped over the plank in front 
of him, a mere trifle for so actlvc 
a beast, and was after the cattle­
man, who escaped up the ladder with 
the loss of his lantern and with the 
ugly wound in 'his arm. 

A little group of men gathered 
round the black opening that led to 
the lowest deck. They knew the 
steer must be captured, but no one 
was eager to go down into the dark­
ness to quell the mad brute on the 
reeling deck. Presently the foreman 
came hurrying up, limping from a 
strain received that afternoon. He 
had been roused from a sound sleep 
and was in bad humor. 

"Steer loose, eh?" he growled. 
"Whose lot does he belong to?" 

"Withers', sir," volunteered a man 
from another deck. 

"Then why doesn't Withers take 
his men and tie him up?" snarled the 
foreman. 

"Withers displayed his Injured arm, 
and reiterated fiis determination not 
to be found below until the beast was 
secured. Cranston stepped forward. 

"If somebody will go with me, I 
believe the two of us can catch the 
steer," he said. 

Another member of the squad, an 
Englisn sailor called by his mates 
"Yorkshire Jemmy," offered to accom­
pany him. The foreman gladly 
availed himself of the services of the 
two men, and supplied each with a 
small coll of rope. 

The passage through which the 
steer was ranging was FJventy-fivo 
feet long .and barely four feet wide. 
On its left ran a row of cat.tie spaces; 
on its right were two piles of baled 
hay and one of corn sacks, with pens 
for about twenty animals; while at 
its ends and in the middle, narrow 
alleys led off at right angles to the 
other side of the ship. At each end 
also was a short Iron ladder con­
necting the decks. 

"Remember you've got an ugly 
brute to deal with," said the fore­
man. 

Cranston took the forward lad­
der, while the Yorkshireman started 
for the one aft. Each had made a 
slip noose In his rope. They took 
no lanterns, for these would have 
shown the animal their whereifbouts 
and made him more dangerous and 
dlfllcult to capture. It was to be a 
contest in the dark. They planned 
to creep quietly upon the steer,, one 
before and one behind, and entangle 
him In the ropes before he realized 
what was afoot. 
• The two were soon at their sta­

tions on the lower deck at each end 
of the passage. The gale was shriek 
Ing down the ventilators, making such 
a tumult below that it was hardly 
possible to hear anytning. 

Very cautiously Cranston began to 
creep aft along the passage, stick 
ing close to the left wall and strain­
ing his eyes to pierce the gloom. 
From the other end Jemmy was ap­
proaching in the same way. 

Without warning, not ten feet in 
front of the American, came a bellow 
that echoed above the roar of the 
storm. The steer had chanced to be 
in the middle of the passage and 
facing In the direction from which 
Cranston was coming. Keen of scent 
and. eyesight, the animal was fore­
warned of the approach of his would-
be captor. He lowered his head and 
charged. 

Cranston's European trip was in 
danger of being terminated then and 
mere. He heard the deepening bel­
low and the clatter of hoofs, and 
was alive to the peril rushing down 
upon him in the pitch blackness. 

He had no time to regain the alley 
at the end of the passage and dodge 
round its corner. If he hesitated he 
would be impaled upon the keen 
horns or trampled to death under the 
beating hoofs. He took the only 
course that, dangerous though it was, 
had any promise of safety. 

Flinging himself forward to the 
deck, he flattened his body hard 
against the hay bales that formed 
the passage wall at the spot. ... lurch 
of the steamer to starboard aided 
him. 

He was not a quarter second too 
soon. As the steer thundered by with 
lowered head, the tip of his long, 
sharp horn caught in the shoulder of 
Cranston's sweater, shearing through 
it like a steel lance, but not touch­
ing the skin. One of the hoofs al­
most brushed his face. 

Without an instant's delay the 
American sprang to his feet. 

He knew that as soon as the ani­
mal reached the end of the passage 
and could turn he would come charg­
ing back again. To remain prone on 
the dock would be to tempt destruc­
tion. Rope in hand, he ran forward 
to gain the alley leading off at rignt 
angles to the other side of the ship. 
Just at its entrance he collided with 
Jemmy and sent him sprawling. 
Cranston groped for the sailor, caught 
him by the shoulder, and dragged 
him into the alley just as the steer 
careened by in the other direction. 
It was close work. 

Across the passage and'dlrectly op­
posite the entrance of the alley stood 
a post marking the partition between 
two cattle spaces, and upholding the 
ends of the headboards three feet 
above the deck. 

Cranston remembered this, and de­
vised a simple, although perilous, 
plan for mastering the steer, which 
had meanwhile passed down the 
gangway again. 

Tying one end of a rope to a 
stanchion in the alley; he enlarged 
the slip-noose In the other end until 
it was at least a yard in diameter. 
Letting Jemmy hold one side of the 
loop, and keeping the other in his 
own hands, he sprang across the 
passage, and was soon perched on 
a headboard, with one arm around 
ihe post. The darkness was so dense 
I hat he was obliged to depend entirely 
upon touch. 

The two men waited breathlessly, 
holding tho open noose across the 
way. Cranston's position was move 
than ever a dangerous one. If ho 
slipped forward he would be directly 
under the feet of the charging ateer. 
if backward, he would tumble among 
the untied cattle, from which evtm 
now h« wis rising ft lioriMlirW ID 
tits bftck, 

Again came the clatter of hoofa. 
The rope was torn suddenly from the 
American's hands. He lost his bal-
nce, tumbled forward on a hairy 

!ank, and was hurled to the deck. 
Temmy sprang back into tho alley 
list In ume 10 void being caugnt 
^etween the taut rope and the corner. 
The animal had put his head and 
eft fore-leg fairly through the noose; 
ind when the rope tightened he was 
Lhrown in a heap. 

Lanterns were now brought down, 
he was quickly overpowered, and ten 
minutes later was in his place again, 
securely fastened to his headboard. 

The remainder of the trip was un­
eventful, and Cranston began his Eu­
ropean Itinerary at Liverpool, none 
the worse for his ten days' work upon 
the cattle decks.—Youth's Companion, 
panlon. . vVVS 

A Homesteader in the Quicksands, 
"The mover's wagon," canvas-cover­

ed and travel-worn, is always pictur­
esque. The traveling home for a 
family and all their worldly goods, 
from furniture to poultry, Is st'-ll a 
familiar sight on Western roads. The 
spirit of dissatisfaction and longing 
for newer fields that lurks under that 
broad-brimmed hat is a spark of the 
same fire that has been the theme 
of our history. By some stream un­
der the cotton-woods of an evening 
you may sometimes see this half-
gypsy, and the fire with its accom­
panying smell of bacon and beans or 
the song and accordion will suggest, 
as you drive by, why the roving has 
always its fascinations. 

There are, however, the long dusty 
days of travel, and sore-backed 
horses; the occasional swollen fords, 
and always present, though seldom en­
countered, are the quicksands of the 
dry bottom streams. They are indis­
tinguishable and silent. The shal­
low ribbons of water flow over them 
as over all the rest of the river bed, 
but once fairly In their grasp there 
is a remorseless, certain settling— 
which a struggle only hastens and 
which' ends In an everlasting disap­
pearance. Cattle and horses are-
caught in it oftenest and if seen in 
time can be pulled out with a rope 
and a horse, but into its hungry maw 
have gone horses, wagons and men, 
and even a locomotive going through 
a bridge has been know to disappear 
in this bottomless mystery.—Allen 
True in "The Teaming of the West" 
In the Outing Magazine. „ „ , 

eSiSK 
The Guileless Housemaid. 

" It is no wonder to me,' said a mem­
ber of the detective force the other 
aay, "that the fake telephone linemen 
and other sneak thieves find Washing­
ton an easy mark. I had a fine ex­
ample of that a few days -back. There 
had been a family robbed over In 
Georgetown on the fake telephone 
game, and I was sent over to look in­
to the case. The maid met me at 
the front door, said her mistress was 
busy at the moment, but would see 
me in a little while. Then she walked 
off and left me setting in the hall for 
twenty minutes. She did not know 
me from a basket of walnuts. I had 
on plain clothes and my badge was 
inside my coat. But she took my 
word for who I was and left me alone 
long enough to have cleaned out the 
entire lower floor, if I had been so 
minded. This, too, after the family 
had been robbed. 

"Well, when her mistress came 
downstairs I told her gently and dip­
lomatically what I thought of her ser­
vant. Of course she had to admit I 
was right, but it was the first time 
the case had occured to her in that 
light. People ought never to allow 
strangers In their house a minute out 
of their sight."—Washington Star. 

."SSssiHeligoland Disappearing. jggg* 
Recent news from Heligoland, ac­

cording to the London Standard, 
speaks of further encroachments by 
the sea on Heligoland, in the North 
Sea. Since the island was oeded to 
Germany, in 1890, in exchange for 
Zanzibar, it has lost a considerable 
area, not alone through the collapse 
of the sandy cliffs which surround its 
shores, but also through a definite 
sinking on the south side. Engineers 
have been at work since the ces* 
sion in a continuous endeavor to safe 
guard the island from demolition, and 
considerably work has been perform 
ed in filling crevices in the rocks 
while breakwaters have been built to 
break the force of the sea. It has 
been found, however, that the very 
sea floor on which these are con­
structed is without stability, and it 
is believed that the work can only 
serve to -delay the encroachment ol 
the sea on the friable cliffs. It has 
now a circumference of a little less 
than three miles, as against three and 
three-fourths in 1890. The island has 
little importance and is known chief* 
ly as a watering place. Its population 
numbers about 2:000, and the natives 
of Heligoland are creditably known 
among the North Sea and Baltic, pi­
lots. 

Revised Proverbs. 
It's a wise son who knows when to 

ask his father for money. 
The best policy is paid-up life in­

surance. 
A lawsuit is the thief of time. 
A dollar in haud is worth two 

loaned to a friend. 
Do a man today; he'll do you tomor­

row. 
It is folly to be wise to all you 

see and hear. 
Where there's a will there's a feast 

for lawyers. 
It is never too late to love or go 

home. 
Nothing will be done well that you 

do yourself if you don't know how. 
Go slow and get left. 
When the cat is away the night is 

quiet. 
A friend in need is a friend to 

steer shy of. 
An honest roan's word is as good as 

his bond when you've nothing to lose. 
Don't look before leaping when an 

automobile comes scorching your 
way.—Lippincott's. 

Feeding and Stabling a Motor Car. 
A young motorist, endeavoring to 

convince a country inn-keeper that 
the decay of coaching was more than 
compensated for by the spread of 
motoring as a pastime, exclaimed, as 
a final argument, that his car was of 
forty-horsepower, "the equal, sir, or 
ten relays of coach horses." The next 
morning he read in his bill: "To 
feeding and stabling, 80 shillings." He 
asked the landlord for an explana­
tion. "The charge for 'oases is 2 
shillin' a head, sir," was the reply. 
'That machine of yours is equal to 
forty 'oses, which Is 80 stlUUaVWgt. 
James Gazette, 

The wettest piece la the world It 
O&emfiwji, l» Asmbii 
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WOULD REACH FROM EARTH TO THE MOON 

last Yew's Products «f American Farm*, 
/, Mwp, and Factories, if Combined 

,/Tro& 
COTTOH 

Sim* [RON 

MEAT PRODUCTS 

The final trade statistics for the 
year 1005 confirm the figures of the 
preliminary forecasts and show a phe­
nomenal degree of prosperity through­
out the country. So enormous was the 
product of farm, mine and factory that 
had it been moved at one time it would 
have filled 33,184,857 freight cars, 4,-
000,000 more than would have been 
required In the prosperous year o? 
1004. Thirty-three million frelghtmnra, 
If made up Into one train of fabulous 
length, would extend for a distance of 
224,400 miles, or would girdle the. 
earth abput nine times at the equator. 
If this mythical train, with the 825,000 
locomotives which would be required 
to haul It, had traveled out Into space 
on a trip to the moon, the leading mo­
guls would have been pufiing through 
the valleyft of earth's satellite before 
the conductor's buggy had rumbled out 
of the freight yards at the starting 
point Merely to store, the cars and 
engines In such a train \v*>uld require 
the use of nearly all the railway mile­
age In the United States. 

One of the most striking examples 
of the vast increase In the volume of 
business for the year Is to be found in 
the western livestock Industry. During 
the summer and In the fall of 1905 the 
tourist on any of the big western trunk 
lines caught flying glimpses of stock-
pens filled with loug-horned, ferocious-
looking steers, flocks of huddled sheep 
ajid carloads of horses and mules. All 
these pens were filled aiJd emptied 
many times during the year, each con­
tributing its quota to the enormous 
total of livestock that was ship­
ped from the trans-MIsslsslppl ter­
ritory to the markets of Chicago, Kan­
sas City, Omaha, and St. Joseph, a 
total that approximated 38,000,000 
head. This multitude of animals con­
stituted GTS,300 carloads, 30,000 more 
Uian were required in 1004 and 00,000 
more than In 1002. 

In the grain trade the American 
farmers are still Increasing tliair out­
put and adding to the strength of our 
claim to be called the granary of the 
world. The reports for 3005 from 
twelve private primary grain markets 
show that there has beeu poured into 
them from their tributary territory .the 
enormous quantity of 750.000,OiK) 
bushels of grain, to be distributed from 
these primary markets to all oornera 
of the globe. American grain t>-day 
Is fighting to supplant rice among the 
Asiatics and has already partly dis­
placed rye as the food'staple of th» 
peasautry of Europe. Within i few 
years, at the rate our crop Is increns 
Ing and with the extremely low rates 
the railroads give on grain for exporr. 
American loaves will be, Inde3d, tlie 
staff of life In every country of Europe. 

A comparison of the amount of grain 
received during eleven months of 1005 
at a few of the primary markets with 

PARIS "OUT OF DOORS." 

Restaurateur Serve* III* Patroim 
Even In Winter A1 Freitco. 

Last year a cafe manager In I'nrls 
had a happy thought that will save 
lives. Why, he asked himself, should 
his patrons retreat Indoors when cold 
weather comes, to be stifled by close 
air and tobacco smoke t All summer 
they had eaten and drunk at peace 
upon the wide space between bis build­
ing and the tfidewnlli, aays the New 
York World. 

So he put a brazier of blnzlug coals 
on the pavement. Merely that 

This year .U Is a fashion. The Lon­
don Outlook's correspondent says peo­
ple throng outside the cafes as In 
June. "From the Madeleine to the 
Bastlle dozeus of braziers are alight." 
The correspondent adds: 

"It Is pleasant to see how much the 
great fires are appreciated by the cab 
drivers, pollcemeu, artisans, dressmak­
ers, milliners and apprentices, a flower 
in their button-holes, a ribbon iu their 
haV, who crowd around and eujoy their 
pennyworth of hot coffee. In the rich­
er neighborhoods further refinements 
are In vogue. At one place are to be 
seen plates of sheet Iron that draw 
the beat upon the pavement; at another 
glazed screens from a hot house and, 
soft carpets cover the damp-ami chilly 
flagstones, or, again, the table legs are 
hollowed and transformed into foot-
warmers." 

So Paris, "au soleil" or "au pleln 
nlr" even In Deceuioer along everv 
boulevard. So Rome, "jU fresco" in the 
Piazza Colona and Venice in the Piazza 
San-Marco. Here In Amer&a we have 
not even a name for this Joyous, health-
rm open-air. breakfasting and dining. 
"Out of doors," the nearest approach, 
lias an exclusive. melancholy sound. 
New York's whole architectural ar­
rangement Is agnlust It. 

Health taps at tlie window, knocks 
at tlie door, whistles Its Invitation at 
the keyhole, but In this most shut-In 
natVon only the few have ears to hear. 
Tlie rest close the windows nnd doors 
and put on weather strips to Invite 
pneumonia and consumption. 

Compared with other constitutionally 
governed countries, Sweden lias the 
most limited suffrage in the world. Ac­
cording to Swedish statistics, only one-
fourth of tho grown men who arc jkt-
sonally qualified have a political vote; 
The lower bouse of Parliament, which 
Bhould represent the great ftody of the 
people, In reality represents only a 
smnll fraction, while the upper house 
Is exclusively ill the hands of the 
moneyed classes. 

No one can become a member of the 
uqper house unless, first, lie owns and 
for three years previous to voting has 
owned property to the tax value of 
at least 80,000 crowns (roughly speak­
ing, $30,000) or. socond. has for tlirse 
years paid taxps on an Income <jf nt 
iBRdt a.QOO crawiii, eltlipr (cum capital 
or Intaor. 

Uut till# It DM till, A couetltutlonal 
law (till rurtiier-ntrcngtii^s tlif pgaw 

the amount received for the whole year 
of 1004 brings out clearly the remark­
able Increase in grain traffic. Chicago, 
the greatest primary grain market, 
received 220,759,215 bushels In 1901. 
During the first eleven months of 1D03 
tho receipts were 230,133,3GL' bushels. 
Louisville's record for 3904 was 23,555,-
618 bushels, while up to Dec. 1, 1905, 
83,916,310 bushels had been received. 
The receipt? at Kansas City for 1904 
were 58,830,900 bushels; for the eleven 
months of 1005 tbey were 00,121,700 
bushels. 

On the Pacific coast, whero fifty 
years ago a few gold-mad prospectors, 
acting as au advance guard for eastern 
civilization, carried on a desultory 
warfare with Indians, there are to-day 
thriving, hustling towns and thickly 
settled farming communities. One of 

the most Important factors In this 
prosperity Is the huge lumber ;ra'Hc 
that originates in tlie vast forests oi 
northern California, Oregon and Wash­
ington. Anpually for the last throe 
years more than 1,000,000,000 fo*t of 
redwood, pine and fir have been taken 
f"om these almost Inexhaustible timber 
tracts and shipped to California coast 
points. During the year just past the 
ai rivals at these same points averaged 
more than 100,000,000 feet a mdnth, a 
record that no former year can surpass. 
In 3fi04 lumber shipments from Wash­
ington to Oregon reached a total of 
000,000,000 feet, 105,500,000 feet of 
wli'ch went to foreign markets. The 
completed figures for the lumber trade 
of 1005 from these two States have not 
been Issued as yet, but as more than 
tOO.OOO.OOO feet passed into domestic 
nnd forelgu trade from Tacoma alone 
il is taken for granted that hi this 
hulustiy, as In all the others, there has 
been the same astounding gain. 

Not only do the United States con­
tribute more than their share of food-
stuffs,to the world, hut thefr furnish a 
large percentage of the coal to eook It 
with. America's coal resources, an­
thracite and bituminous, are among her 
greatest assets and have contributed 
more than any other single proluct to 
make the United States the lending In­
dustrial nation of the world. It n^de l 
t;l,000,000 tons of anthracite to keep 
the wheels of American commerce spin­
ning In 1905, while only 57,500,000 tons 
were needed In 1904. 

For many years raw cotton has play-
«1 a leading part'ln American Indus­
trial affairs. Indeed, the luterc.t In 
this Important crop Is worldwide .Mid 
on It depeuds the welfare of tho cof-
tcn manufacturers of England aud 
Germany. Formerly the commercial 
distribution of this staple was along 
fixed lines from the cotton fields in tbi* 
south, north to the Atlantic coast. 
Within comparatively few years, how­
ever, the southern business uif»ii have 
awakened to the fact'that cotton can 
be manufactured In the stfutb <is profit­

ably as It can be grown, with the re­
sult that cotton mills have sprui-fc up 
all over the south, especially In the 
t'arolinas. These southern mills have 
b-might about a decided change in the 
lines of commercial distribution and 
have likewise stimulated competition to 
such an extent that cotton prices are 
soaring, to tlie Intense satisfaction of 
the southern planter. The inc.e.ised 
activity of tho gulf ports within the 
last decade has been another large fac­
tor In contributing to the present pros­
perity of ten southern Stated. Of last 
year's cotton crop of 10,271,012 bales 
the gulf ports received 0,692,701 bales, 
or two-tlilrds, while the Atlantic ports 
had to be content with only 3,57S,!(51 
bales. Figures of the export trade In 
cotton show that 80 per cent of the 
crop .sought foreign markets. 

Different factors have contributed to 
this era of plenty. The first, undoubt­
edly, Is.the marvelous resources with 
which this country Is blessed. N*xt 
au a factor In Industrial greatness 
comes the business ability of Ameri­
cans. In inventiveness and aptitude to 
adjust himself rapidly to changing con­
ditions and willingness to discard old 
and obsolete methods for those new aud 
untried, iu Imagination to' see Indus­
trial possibilities and courage to net 
on his convictions, the American busl-
uess mau Is without a peer. 

The American railroad is another 
factor, and by no means a small oue, 
In the country's abounding prosperity. 
Ever since the first steel rails, the pre­
cursors of civilization, pushed tbe<r 
way slowly cross the prairies of the 
middle west, climbed the Rocky Moun­
tains by tortuous paths and came to a 
stop only when the waves of the Pacific 
confronted them the great problem of 
railroad managers hns been to develop 
the country, to Increase traffic and to 
cause two blades of grass to grow 
where but one has grown before. That 
they have succeeded beyoud all hopes 
is proved by the commercial reports 
and the Industrial statistics of the year 
just passed, and this success has been 
won uuder a system free from, onerous 
government regulation, it has not been 
necessary to submit every emergency 
rate to a government commission for 
approval or condemnation nor to cou-
duct business according to rates fixed 
by a body of laymen chosen by the 
president, possibly for political reasons. 
The experience of European countries 
whose railroads are under government 
control gives reason for the assertion, 
made by competent authorities, that if 
American railways were managed as 
are those in old world lands American 
railroad managers would not have been 
called upon to furnish facilities for 
moving more than 33,000,000 carloads 
in 1005 nor would the new cars and 
locomotives ordered In the first forty-
one weeks of 1005 be equal to the en 
tire number ordered In 1904. 
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—Chicago Tribune. 

of money In the election of the upper 
house. Its members are chosen not di­
rectly by the voters at large, but by 
county nnd city authorities. The elec­
tion of these county and city ofticlals 
Is conducted according to "graded suf­
frage laws" based upon value of prop 
erty or size of Income. 

By means of this arrangement many 
thousands of voters are In the hands of 
wealthy men and business corporations 
In a single community. A few rich men 
or a couple of corporations can thus 
entirely control the situation In a num­
ber of communities and decide tlie elec­
tion of county officials wholly after 
their own will, in spite of the opposing 
votes of the rest of tlie population. 

He Did. 
"U'e should always," snid the jail 

evangelist, "consider any circumstances 
which add weight to the steps we 
take." 

"I do," murmured the convict, sndly, 
as he enst a casual glance nt hlB ball 
and chain."—Baltimore American. 

Correct Car Time. 
Several years ago, says a writer In 

the Boston Herald, a party of friends 
traveling by trolley had occasion to 
«f!|( tlm Btsrtpr on « certain line Jiow 
often tli® cavb mil, to wtilfill question 
lie mud* tiso following rsply; 

"QuAi'tei1 nrtef, ho' ftrtef, (tuarttr 

Mexican Indians* 

One of the most popular theories 
with respect to the North American In­
dians is that they are the lost-tribes 
of Isfnel who wandered ncross Asia 
and enured America by Bering straits. 
But now n new Idea has just beeu put 
forward, for It appeal's that a Turk 
who is living ill Mexico was very much 
surprised, wheu out walking In tho 
country near the capital, to hear the 
native speaking In a lnnguage which 
greatly resembled Ills own. He spoko 
to them Iu Turkish, and found that they 
understood iiliu perfectly and that ho 
could make out. what they said. 

The case has been submitted to an 
American professor of philology, and 
Ills report Is awaited with some Inter­
est, as It will be curious, to say tho 
least of Jt, If lie can establish an anal­
ogy between the dialects of the Mexican 
Indian and the Turks.—The Sketch. 
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KIDS. 
I wonder why some pas have none, 

And others have BO many, 
It seems the-poor pas have the most. 

And rich ones haven't any. 

The richest man I know in town 
Has just one small boy only; 

But pa says, Gad! he pities htm 
In that big house so lonely. 

It seems to me 'twould be so nice 
If kids all come out even; 

And when I asked pa why they don't. 
He said, "Be quiet, Stephen!" 

Then fam'lles all'd have bills like pa, 
For us five kids together. 

He says, would bust a cattle man, 
We wear out so much leather. 

But when the circus comes to town_ 
•Pas glad he has so many, 

For he has more fun takln' us 
'man if he hadn't any. 

My pa says some day that he'll be 
Too old to gp on workin'. 

And then he hopes that none of us 
Our duty will be shirkln*. 

Tou bet we won't! We all love pa. 
But wouldn't It be funny 

To have your father hangln' round 
And askln' you for money? 

« 

I've most a quarter In my bank 
To buy a bullet moulder. 

But now I think I'll save It up 
For pa when he gets older. 

—May Kelly, In Lippincott's. 

Slow but Sore. 
"Have you a street cleaning sys­

tem?" 
"Yes," answered the man who nev­

er loses his local pride. "It takes a 
little timo, but It is thorough, We 
wait for a thnw."—Washington Star. 

Kuleker— Dlt} you nslc her to lw your 
wife?" Booker^Voa, but site declined 
ttio uomlnftttoiwKew York Sua. 
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THE LETTERS MOTHER SENT 
It was a rainy day, and the chil­

dren were lonely. Bobby had drawn 
his little cart up' by the fire and sat 
looking into the flames, wondering if 
the feeling he had was what sister 
called "homesick." It seemed queer 
if one could have It right in one's 
own home. Molly was drumming on 
the window-pane, and there was no 
doubt In her mind about the matter: 
she knew It was homesick. The boys, 
Tom and Ned, were in the woodshed 
whittling out a boat for Bobby. They 
did not seem to mind. 

The reason for this cloud on the 
house was that mother had gone 
away and would not return until the 
next day. At first they bad amused 
themselves by saying, "Now sbe has 
reached the station," and after a long 
time and much discussion, "She's at 
grandma's" now." -Somehow, when 
they reached this point In the journey 
this strange lonesomeness had settled, 
on the house. They knew she would 
be back the next day; but that was 
to-morrow, and to-day it was raining. 

When this moment of the after­
noon had come and the shadows were 
getting a little longer, Molly saw 
the postman comli.g up the walk. 
She almost flew to' the door, although 
she thought It could hot be possible 
mother had written a letter. 

"Here are letters enough for two 
postmen," said the man. Tumbling the 
pile he had. in his hand and count­
ing off Ave letters. "I guess you can 
find out who they are for." 

Molly took the letters and begai 
to jump up and down In delight. "Run 
and call the boys," Bhe told Bobby, 
and he hurried away as fast as ...3 
fat little legs could carry hlni. 

Soon they were all seated by the 
fire, and what do you think they 
found? 

Each envelope bore the address 
in the lower corner, but at tho lop 
was a photograph of. the onB for 
whom the tetter was Intended, .jure 
was a picture of Bobby drawing his 
oart across tho lawn. There was one 
of Molly standing by the grape arboi-. 
The boys were taken coming through 
the gate; Ned's letter showed him 
tossipg his cap, while Tom's picture 
looked as if he were walking right 
down the envelope. There was one 
of nurse holding a tray of cookies. 
Molly racn to call her In. 

Mother had made snapsnots of 
them long before, when they had not 
even guessed it, and had made me 
plans to surprise tbem while she was 
away.. Somehow it took away all 
the lonesomeneBs to find that mother 
bad realized just how it would be, 
and that her love had looked for­
ward to this very minute, when they 
would need the letters so much. And 
then it came out that nurse was 
in the secret, for while tbey were 
reading the letters and looking at 
the picture the door opened, and 
there she stood with the tray or cook­
ies, looking just like her photograpn. 
—Mary Wight Saunders, in the 
Youth's Companion. 

RED-WINGED SEA ROBINS. 
I suppose the peculiarity which 

would be noticed first about the sea 
robin; grunter, or gurnard, as he is 
variously called, would be his clumsy 
shape. The head Is large and deep 
In comparison with the body. One 
of trur observing young folks, looking 
at him alive in his tank of the United 
States Flish Commission, Washing­
ton, would be apt to exclaim: "Ob, 
see, he has little hooic-claws, which 
help him crawl along!" Sure enough. 
Just in front of the pectoral or side 
fins are three little, Anger-like pro­
cesses on each side, which are used 
to stir up weeds and sand, and to 
rake around among the pebbles and 
rout out the small animals upon 
which the sea robin feeds In Its na­
tive waters. While doing this it 
seems to be crawling along over 
the bottom by hooking these peculiar 
Claws into the sand. Sea robins feed 
on small crabs, flsh, shrimp &nd other 
diminutive animals which they find 
In among the loosu stones. In Eu­
rope all the gurnard family'of fishes 
are eagerly sought, as they find a 
ready sale In the fish market. They 
attain a length of two feet and a 
weight of eleven pounds. Our spe­
cies of the sea robin, a cousin to 
the European variety, Is. found on 
our northern coast, and is taken in 
great numbers in the pound nets 
along Vineyard Sound, where they 
spawn.during the summer months. 

They are much esteemed for the 
table, being one of the most delicate 
of the edible fishes. The flesh is 
firm snow-white and hard to be dis­
tinguished from that of the kingfish. 
The American sea robin is fifteen to 
eighteen inches long _and weights 
from one and a quarter to two 
pounds. When taken from the water 
they grunt quite loudly, and if placed 
on the ground give a little hop for­
ward 01 a few inches, grunting as 
tbey do to. Tb!« grunting sound 
can be beard quttiDlalnly It out 
Ii la t boat lying quietly in rtttllow 
wan? mr wh»r? W ftr«> 

The head Is sheathed with bony 
plates and armed with sharp points, 
whlcn are rather hard to distinguish 
at first, as they lie quite flat against 
It. When caught they erect all their 
spines, and Inflict very painful 
wounds on those who try to handle 
them. The pectoral fins are a little 
more than half as long as the body, 
and may be extended like a fan when 
In UBe, or folded quite-close together 
when on the bottom, thus giving them 
the name of "butterfly fish." 

The rays of the tall may also be 
much extended to look like a Jap­
anese fan. 

The color of this peculiar fish is 
a brownish yellow over the back and 
sides and cream and white below. 
The pectoral fins are deep orange 
color, with a blackish marking toward 
the tips, crossed all over with little 
dark brown linos and adged wit.i 
light yellow orange color. The lower 
jaw and sides are light orange color; 
the eye Is a beautiful turquoise blue, 
edged with a vein of brassy yellow.— 
American Cultivator. 

CL08ING PEKIN'S GATES. 1 

Nolty Ceremony Performed Daily at 
the Chinese Capital. 

Ihe closing of the gates in Pekln, 
just because It goes on daily and 
may apparently go on dally for cen­
turies to come. Is probably °ne of 
the "sights" least witnessed and 
talked of, save by those foreigners 
who may have chanced to "run for 
It" near closing time. The dally per­
formance Is marked with a due cere­
mony which is quaint and full of in­
terest to the intelligent onlooker, as 
the closing by no means signifies the 
mere bringing together of the heavy 
wooden doors and barring the em­
peror's highway against all comers. 

At the appointed hour a prelimin­
ary signal Is given by a large gong 
or iron shield being struck with a 
big iron bar fifty times in such quick 
succession as to almost defy calcu­
lation. This Is followed by a signal 
of one hundred blows repeated in pre­
cisely the same fashion three times. 
When the third and last cycle of 
gong strokes 1b entered on a num­
ber of old and at this season very 
much bewadded and muffled up old 
"Charlies" start a series of discor­
dant yells to all and Bundry to "has­
ten" or tbey will be shut out. The 
combination of signals is followed by 
a jostling stream of people from both 
directions. 

Presently the rusb slackens, until 
only a solitary pedestrian, or pos­
sibly a man on a donkey, full tilt, 
a belated rickshaw or a heavily 
laden cart struggles through. Then 
a movement Is made with the gates, 
yelling bursts out afresh, and another 
rush ensues, the gates being mean-, 
while half clOBed and occasionally 
opened a little wa'y again until the 
outgoers having meanwhile ceased 
there is a final scrimmage to get into 
the city, and the process of closing, 
which has taken some half hour in 
all, is concluded. 

The huge Iron-plated doors hav­
ing clanged to, a monster iron pole 
Is dragged up and placed across them 
on Iron supports, being retained in 
position by a padlock of enormous 
proportions and of 'the well-known 
Chinese type. There are In all the 
cities of Peking some nineteen gates, 
and the same ceremony is observed 
at each, but at such thoroughfares 
as the Hatamen there is naturally 
more traffic, and the process is prob­
ably proportionately longer.—Pekfa 
Times. . 

Facts About the Russian Duma., 
The qualifications necessary lh 

members of the Russian Imperial 
Duma are outlined 111 an article by 
Charles Johnston In Harper's Week­
ly. The four hundred members , of 
this Important bedy must be able 
to speak Russian and they must take 
the oath of allegiance on qualification. 
They will draw five dollars a day 
allow»nce during the session of the 
Duma, and mileage at the rate of 
two and a half cents a mile to and 
from the capital. The method of 
electing the members was a some­
what roundabout one as at first plan­
ned, says Mr. Johnston. Groups- ot 
electors were to be chosen from the 
three great classes of Russian so­
ciety: the land-owners, the village 
communities, and the municipalities. 
The first extension of the scheme ad­
mitted large numbers of the artisan 
class; the latest development of the 
idea seems to admit everybody In­
cluding the army and navy. It la 
worth noting, says Mr. Johnston, as 
showing that Russia is still a vast, 
growing village,, that of four hundred 
members to be returned to the Duma, 
only twenty-eight will represent 
cities. 

But He Swung His Lantern. f " 
Representative J. Sharp WUliami) 

tells a tale of the days when he was 
counsel for a railway line. 

At one point on its line the com­
pany had stationed an old negro 
watchman wluose duties consisted in 
warning travelers, when a train ap­
proached. One night a wagon belong­
ing to a farmer was struck, resulting 
in a bad accident'. The company 
was sued for damages and the old 
colored mam was the principal wit­
ness for his employers. Among Che 
questions was one as to whether he 
was sure that he had swung his v 
lantern across the road when he per­
ceived the train approaching. The 
negro replied: 

"I shorely did, sah!" 
The trial resulted In a verdict for -

the company, and Mr. WlUIamg, as 
counsel took early occasion to com­
pliment the aged negro on his excel- ~ 
lent testimony, to which the latter 
replied: 

"Thankee, Marse John, but I was 
sorely skeered when dat lawyer man 
begin to ask me about do lantern. I 
was afreaed tor a minute dat he was 
goin' to ask me If it was lit or not. 
De oil done give out some time befo* 
de accident!"—Success, 

Indiscriminate Kissing.' • 
Careful mothers, who have for a 

long time recognized the danger to 
which a baby ls_exposed through In­
discriminate kissing, will sympath­
ize with Queen Maude's troubles in 
Norway, mow that she has attempts 
ed to stem the wholesale osculation 
by which women and children ot ev­
ery degree have desired to show their 
fealty to the little Crown Prince 
Olaf. There Is great liability of all 
sorts of dreadful diseases being con­
veyed in tblg way. and it seems a 
pity that the good people of Chris­
tians cannot comprehend (his A B 
0 of hygiene without the necessity of 
the gardens ot tho pnlece being olo««d 
mlnit thsm, wlills th« crown prlnee 
utkM big W|V 
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