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CHAPTER XVIII,

HE blowing up of the Red Star

mill and shaft house shook the

entire district with its possibili-

tles of further violence and con-

cealed beneath its dast and smpke the
rich discovery in the Kelly mine. The
partaers had time to calculate chances

I love vou, and I want you t) know it.”
and plan for the buying in of the prop-
erty.

The din of controversy was deafen-
ing. The labor leaders disclaimed all
knowledge of the outrage and roundly
condemned It for the foolishly destruc-
tive act It really was. Kelly marched
in among them like a grizzly bear and
stormed . thunderously. “You are re-
spounsible,” he growled. *“You sit here
and send out appeals to the world
while these hounds work thelr will,
‘Where was Munro and his regulators?”

“They can't be everywhere,” ex-
plained Carter. “No one supposed
such a thing could happen ia the day-

- light.”

“Ye're all a set o' chicken bheads.
Ye've created a power ye can't control.
I give ye notice that If ye don't go
after the thieves that did this work
I'll organize a vigilance committee nnd
take charge of the whole gang of yez.”
And he strode out of the room, leaving
the officers of the union disgraced and
angry. He confessed to Raymond on
his return that it was a foolish actlon.

“It was, Matt. You couldn't have
done a worse thing. A large number
of these dago miners already consider
us thelr enemies, and this will confirm
them. We might us well take steps to-
night .to get our party of the third part
in some sort of organiation.”

All this excitement and worry alded
Raymond in tiding over the day, but
when midnight came and the commit-
tee had slipped away Into the night his
sense of loss and a feeling of loneliness
took possession of him., Ann had an-
nounced her Intention to return to the
Springs at the end of the week, and,
though she had vaguely promised to
visit the peak aguain, Raymond was not
decelved.

“She's quite right,” he admitted to
his better Judgment. “A mining camp
i8 no place for her or for Nora. Since
the destruction of that mill it is even
less desirable than before as a place
of residence.”

While on his way to the bungalow
the following afternoon he met Munro
accompanying a stranger, a big, blond,
handsome fellow In n gray traveling
suit and soft hat. His fuce was plump
‘and his brown beard close clipped, and,
though he realized that he was more
or less In durance, his eyes were smil-
ing.

Munro called out, “RRob, do you know
this chap?"

“I do not.”

Munro turned to his prisoner.
thought you were lying.”

The stranger remalned untroubled.
“I didn't say I knew Mr. Raymond. 1
merely sald that I wanted you to take
me to him. Mr. Raywond, I am
‘Wayne Peabody, an old time friend of
Miss Rupert. WIill you plense c¢xplain
to this knight of the hills that I am
in nowlise Interested In his strike?”

Rtaymond looked at him keenly. So
this was the eastern lover—this fat,
falr man. “I think T have heard of
you," he began slowly.

Louls' arrival relleved the awkward-
ness of the moment. “Hello, Mr. Pea-
body, how dld you get here?'

Peabody caught at the boy's hand.
“Well, well, Louls, I'm glad to sce you.
You saved my life. How Is Ann?"

“Fine! You ought to see her work.
Sle's brown as onk. Come on, I'll take
you to her. Gee, she'll be glad to sce
you!"

As Peabody cxcused himself and
made off, Munro, with a world of
meaning In his volce, softly swore.
“Well, If I'd known that, T would have
killed him and laid him away under a
little rock. She turned me down flat
the other day, and it hurt. It hurts
worse now that I've seen the other
muan. I really hoped you were the win-
ner."

“She's out of our world, Jack,” re-
plied Raymond, and a large part of his
recentment of Munro's impertinence
vanished with the knowledge that he
was a fellow sufferer in despalr,

Munro went on gravely: *She had
me going, sure thing. Why, I stopped
drinking—just as I told you I would—
and I cut off Claire— Say, boy, that
wius a severe job! She raised dust for
a day or two, but when the queen of
heaven guve me my jolt I sald, ‘W'at
the good? and slipped Into my old
ways. Think of us strutting around
the parade ground in frout of ‘the seats
of the visitors’ with intent to beat out
old Grant, and here we are! I'm polic-
ing a mining camp, and you're pawing
dirt like a woodchuck. *‘What a fall is
there, my brother! ”

Raymond did not enjoy Munro's tone
and changed the subject. “\What are
you golng to do now?"’

Muuro ceased to laugh. *1 am going
to cinch this whole camp a little tight-
er from this on. I'm going to turn back
every nonunion miner. All you fellows
who are friendly can go on working
Just the same, but your men wust put
themselves on record.”

up

Layionu s Lace settled Imto stern
lines. *Jack, I don’t want to be mixed
up In another man’s fight, We are on
good terms with our hands—they're a
lot of cantunkerous Amerlcan citizens
anyway and can't be coerced. 1 warn
you not to monkey with our plant.”

Munro laughed. “I'll fight shy, old
muu, so far as I'm concerned, but these
dagoes and Poles are getting watch

"cved, and if they stampede they'll run

over somebody. You don't believe in

. me and my cowboys, but the time may
, come when you'll sce that I'm about

the ong' commander in this gnmp."

“I see that now, Jack. That's why
I'm talking to you. But you've start-
ed on n line of action that means war
with organized soclety. You had no
call to join those jackasses who ran
Mackay out of camp. It was none o'
your funeral—had nothing to do with
the question of wages.”

Munro grinned. “He was such an
ape.”

“Yes, but it started you wrong. Now,
I don't know who blew up the shaft
house, but if you do your best plan is
to cut those outlaws out and turn them
back to the authorities.”

“I don't know a thing. Of course the
union had nothing to do with it. It
was done by n few hotheads full of
peaches. These mine owners have got
to give up their nine hour scheme,
We've got 'em dend to rights, for 1
can drive every nonunion man out of
camp If necessary, and my advice to
You Is, have your men march up and
sign our rolls double quick.”

“They can do as they please about
that. I will bring no pressure to bear
on them, but 1'd like to ask you as a
friend not to make it any harder than
you can help for Kelly & Raymond.
We've got all we can stagger under
now, and the worst thing that can hap-
pen to us Is delay. We've opened our
vein, and we're going to buy in our
mine inslde of six weeks if nothing
prevents.”

Raymond walked on to his cabin
with a heavier heart than he had car-
ried since he left Barnett’'s home, Part
of this was due to Munro's warning,
but the larger part of it sprang from
his meeting with Peabody, who was
not at all the sort of citizen he had ex-
pected Ann's castern lover to be, He
was a man of power, dignity and de-
cision, not an erratic idler like Barnett,
and his air of qulet authority sprang
from a strong personality securely
placed in the world,

Louls came back to the cabin with a
sly smile on his face. *“What did you

The tiwo men shook hands.

think of Mr. Peabody? Darn him, he's
Lere to get Ann to go back to New
York. I don’t go, I tell you that!"

“Maybe she won't go?”

“I'm afraid she will,” the boy gloom-
fly replied. “Ile's got some kind of a
‘drag' on her. IIe's been trying to get
her, oh, a long time.”

Raymond's volee was ealm as he ask-
ed, “What Is his business?”

“Lawyer. IIe's rich too. Ann wants
us both to come over to the Kellys' to
dinner. I don't want to go. Do you?”

“She's the captain,” answered Ray-
mond. “I reckon we'd: better spruce
up a bit.”

“It mukes me tired,” the boy went on,
“I wanted her to marry you, and then
we could all live out here.”

A half hour later Ann knocked. “Is
any one at home?"
Raymond flung open the door. “We

are all at home."”

Aun lutroduced I’enbody, who stood
by her side, and the two men shook
hands rather coldly while she sald to
Raymoid: “Can you take care of Mr,
Peabody for the night, and will you
come over to dinner? You need have
no more scruples, now that Woo is
with us.”

At the dinner table Aun studied the
two men with highly amused interest.
Peabody, casy, assured and calmly tol-
erant, did the talking, while Raymond
listened, a little sullenly it seemed to
Aun, The New Yorker was most ad-
mirable In his consideration for Mrs.
Kelly and his Interest in everything
about him, and yet he did not stir the
one he hoped to please. IHe had always
been commonplace to her and was con-
spleuously so here on the mountain top,

Peabody did not attempt to conceal
his Intimate relationship with Ann, and
every tone of bis volee when addressing
ber was torture to Raymond, who be-
gan to talk at lust lu self defense, ad-
dressing himself to Mrs, Kelly as his
hostess, leaving Aun free to listen uy
reservedly to her castern sultor, The
glirl understood this mood in:Rob, and
it touched her.

As they all re-entered the bungalow
Peabody rubbed Lis hands together In
delight.  “By Jove, this Is something
like! This chlmuey carries me back
to my hunting lodge In the Malne
woods.” He wns Ig the midst of a
story when a knock at the door an-
nounced a visitor.

“Come In!" shouted Raymond, and
Munro entered, entirely at his case,
graceful, jocose, muking no account of
the looks of surprise on the faces of
Raymond and his guests.

“Remalin where you are!” he called.
“The bduse Is entirely surrounded and

no nonunion laborer will be allowed to
escape.”

Raymond mechanically gave him o
chair, while Kelly nodded curtly. Amn
bowed and said, *Good evening, Cap-
tain Munro.”

Peabody alone smlled.
were my guide up the hill!
as well as guide, I take it."”
“I'd rather have been your execu-
tioner.”

“For what reason?’ ~

“Had T known you were coming to
get the queen of the peak your blood
had stained the keather.”

“Good Licsiven s, what an escape!
I quite sufe now?s” Le askad of Kelly.

This foollngz over, they took seats,
and the conversation ran to the pros-
pects of the caup, and Peabody, with
a feeling that Kelly was the man of
richest experience, persuaded him to
tell something of his wonderful career
as a trailer of golden pathways.

Raymond sat in silence, while Ann
awoke to n delicious excitement In the
situation. Before her sat three very
direct and forceful lovers regarding
cach other like tigers, Instinet with
hate, yet masking Iit, pretending to
honor and good will while bitter jeal-
ousy raged beneath., BShe provoked
Munro to the most audaclous sayings
merely to see I’eabody stare, and she
flung an appealing word at Raymond
now and again as If valuing his opin-
lon above all others, though he made
but curt answers, returning to his fire,
mystified by her gayety and by her
subtlety of byplay. Munro, so far from
belng depressed by Peabody's pres-
ence, was carried quite beyond his
usual self, and his reckless compliments
had a keen edge. In the end Ann re-
gretted her encouragement of his au-
daclty.

Raymond's guests rose at last, and
Aun and Peabody went away together.
This cut deeper than all else, and
Louis, who took a very pessimistic view
of the whole affair, did not comfort
him. “She'll go back with him. I can
see that,” he sald. “And she'll want
me to go, too, but I won't.”

Munro went away outwardly jocular,
but inwardly sadder than he had ever
been in his life, for his love for Ann
was mingled with respect for her mind,
her character. Her calm and kindlyat-
titude toward him that night had been
a revelation to him.

Peabody on his return found Ray-

“Ah, you
My guard

Am

was deep in slumber,

“That man Munro is an interesting
fellow. What do you know about him 7"
asked the lawyer.

“Not very much. 1lle's rather secre-
tive. He came here from Sylvanite, 1
believe.”

“His jokes about getting under my
ribs were a little grewsome, Ile struck
me as just about mediaeval enough to
do it—under proper conditions. Tell me
about yourself. Ann has ouly praise
for you. I want to thank you most cor-
dially for your kindness to her and to
the boy. He's much Improved—less
nervous and more manly.”

“I doubt If he can be persuaded to
leave. IHe told me tonight that he
wouldn't go."”

“Well, I'm glad I met you, Mr, Ray-
mond. I shall feel easier about the boy
In case we do go east without him.”

These cordial, frank and manly
words struck an icy chill to Raymond’s
heart. It was all over then. She had
consented to go, and his life was laid
waste. He rose unsteadily.

“You must be tired. Shall I show you
your bunk ?” he asked.

“I believe I will turn in,”
Peabody.

When the young miner returned to
bis scat beside the fire a big lump of
pain filled his throat, and he owned a
boyish desire to fling himself down on
the floor and sob. He lost all shame of
his weakness at length and went out
into the night—to be alone with the
deepest grief of his life.

responded

CHAPTER XIX,

AYMOND did not see Ann at
breakfast next morning, but
sent word by Louils that im-
portant work in the mine de-
tained him, and the girl was hurt by
the neglect. It was not a cheerful go-
Ing at best, for Mrs. Kelly was broken

bearted and frankly pessimistic.

“You'll never come back,” she sald.
“You'll forget the Kellys—you'll forget
you ever lived In a log hut and swept
floors.”

“Why, Nora, I'm only going to Valley
Springs. Maybe I'll come back, and
soon.” .

“You say so, but you are going far.
I bave two cyes, and I can see. You've
broken Rob's heart too. I know why
he isn't here this morning—he couldn’t
bear to see you go, and no more can 1.”

The tears came to Ann's eyes. Never
had such sincerity, such directness of
affection, touched her. *“I'll come back,
I promise you I'll come back upless
you come to the Springs to live.”

“Come Dback!” shouted Kelly, who
had entered the door. “Why, sure
thing! She can't keep away. D'ye
think Louls is going to leave the peak?
Not for long. Ile has just been telling
me when to expect him.” Somebow
Kelly's tone helped Aun as well as
Nora,

“I am not going back to New York
till spring.”

“Let me tell you something,” Kelly
resumed, with ponderous effort at be-
Ihg confidentlal. “Your Wall street
lawyer Is all right. He's a man of
substance, but Rob I8 going to slulce
a stream of gold out o' this hill that'll
make the lawyer chap look like n worn
dime.”

They reached the Springs without ac-
cldent, and were greeted as If they had
escaped from n robber's cave. Mrs,
Barnett and her friends were all great-
Iy excited over the events of the high
country, which had been distorted,
magnifie® by the shadows of the
clouds, till they were of the most mon-
strous proportions. Munro was nlready
a bogy—a sort of cowboy Napoleon—
and Ann laughed at the questions hurl-
ed at her head by the Barnetts when
they found she had known and lked
the captain of the patrol, >

“Not at all,” she replied. “I found
him very amusing. No, he was not
drunk, and I never saw any weapons
upon him. Mr. Raymond considers
him a dangerous force because of his
zeal to serve the miners. Yes, it Is
true that Mr. Raymond Is the leader of
the free miners and that he and Mr,
Munro are friends. Yes, Kelly and
Raymond have made a strike, but they
are unable to get the men they need to
work their mine.”

Barnett came home looking hard and
worn, quite unlike his jovial self, but
be greeted Ann warmly, I am glad
o =ce you here. I want to kn all
about thigs up there, Where 15 'ea-
body #"

Mrs, Barnett replied: “Dressing
dinner,  Tlurry, Don; you're late,”

Afier he left tham Ann remarked to
Mrs, Baraett, “I1o I worried,"”

e 0s wordied (0 death. 1le insisis
on trying o ke the head and front of
this eitizens’ coanittee of safety, lie's

chairman of it aul is away all hours
of the day and nigat. Do you kuow

mond sitting alone by his fire. Louls.

the whole city is patrolled?”

“Patrolled! What for?"

“So that the miners cannot come
rushing down here some night and
burn us all up.”

This amused Ann.
should they do that?”

“Because we mine owners live here.
It is not a laughing matter to us.
Word bas come to us through reliable
sources that your nice friend Munro
has planned a raid, and every young
mun In the town has been enrolled in
the ‘home guard.' ™

Ann laugited outright at this, *“‘Jean-
nette, you people have been eating too
much lobster salad and Ice cream.
You're all suffering from nightmare.
There Isn't a word of truth in what
you've been saying.”

When Don came down she continued
to mock, and all through dinner she
perversely defended Munro and listen-
od to Barnett’s boastings of what they
were going to do to open thelr mines
with entire lack of sympathy,

“I dou't pretend to comprehend what
you men cull business,” she said, “but
it scems to me that rather than waste
milllons on a useless war I would al-
low the miners a few more cents pay
Just as a matter of economy."

“But it's the principle of the thing.
We deon't intend to be dictated to by
these ‘red neckers.  They must come
to our terms. I've been decelved In
Rob, e and Kelly are playing a two
faced gume with us,”

“I beg your pardon, they are not!”
she lotly answered. “They are doing
Just what you ought to do. They're
paying their men good wages and
treating them properly.”

Peabody put In a word., “I€ I might
venture, 1 don't know a thing about it
except what Munro and Raymond told
me, but it secems to me Amm Is right.
As I understand it, these chaps are con-
tending that in making this change
from three shifts of eight hours each
you shouldn’t lay off aslot of men and
put the rest on two shifts of nine hours
each at elght bhours' pay. Isn't that it?"

“Well, yes; but, you see, it's really a
new system altogether."”

“But In the change you don't intend
to accidentally pay 30 cents or b0 cents
or whatever it may be for that extra
hour?"

“The pay for a day's work will re-
main as It 1s now."”

Peabody smiled. “A mere shuflle.
Come, be frank. You fellows have
fixed up a new denl In which the cards
go against the miners. They protest,
and now It Is a matter of ‘gum play,' as
you say out here.”

Mrs. Barunett looked relleved., *1
wish you'd talk him out of it, \Wayne.”

Peabody, with a lawyer's pleasure,
went on with his analysis, “But there's
a third party here which is of more in-
terest to me than either you or the un-
fonists, and that is Raymond's party
of the third part. They are standing
clear for the present, bhut if you crowd
them to the wall they'll take hold, and
then, ns Kelly said, ‘vou'll have a wild-
cat by the tail.’ I wish I could wait
and sce how you come out, but I've got
o big case on for the 16th and must be
in Washington."

“The whole thing will be settled In a
day or two,” declared Barnett. *“When
we go up there again it will be with a
thousand men and fully armed.”

“That is a harsh arbitrament,” said
’eabody, with a gravity which was al-
most solemnity. *“I would advise you
to settle this case out of court.,”

Ann Interposed. “I think you both
take too serious a view of the whole
thing. Mr. Raymond Jaughs over it."”

“Mr. Raymond wa8 probably trying
to keep you unalarmed,” answered Pea-
body. *“And now that you are out of
it I do not think it well for either you
or Louis to return to it.”

Louls uttered indignant outery. “Oh,
see here! I've got to go back. I'm help-
ing Raymond.”

“I guess he'll have to stagger nlong
without you, Louis,” replied Barnett.
“You better not go Into this mixup
again,”

“I'll go’back whenever I please.”

The dinner was finished with a pleas-
anter tople, and when the men were
alone with thelr cigars Peabody care-
lessly remarked: “I'm going to take
Aun back with me if she'll go. I don't
like the idea of this youngster dragging
her into all this filthy turmoll. Why, 1
found her living in a log cabin with an
Irish family—pice people, but no place
for her.”

“That’'s the singular part of it. She
seems to enjoy it. Bhe wrote Jeannette
from up there pretty regularly, and she
out und out said she liked it. And she
Is gay as a bird—she's lost some of her
fat—I never saw her looking fitter.”

Pceabody mused. “She is changed, 1
can't quite make out why or how. She
was like a schoolgirl for spirits last
night. Do you suppose it's the high
altitude?”

“My dear chap, I suspect it is o man,
and I fear it is Munro,” said Barnett.

“I hope not, for her sake.”

“I do, too, and far your sake; but I've
seen too many women go to pleces in
that way to feel any assurance. It
wouldn’t have been so bad if she'd tak-
en up with Raymond, for he is a fine
fellow aside from his present stand:
but there, again, he was too respectful,
too near Mér own type. It needed n
wild devil like this cowboy cuptain to
stir her imagination.”

Peabody’s cigur was Liroken between
Lis fingers. “Don, you scare me!”

Barnett, having falrly crushed his
friend, now tried to comfort him. “All
this may be a wrong dingnosis, and I
bope it Is, but if I were you I would
80 to her and use words that would
startle her. She nceds the strong
hand.”

Peabody rose, all the quizzieal lings
of his face lost in a plexus of doubt
and hesitation,

Ann wondered at the change in Pea-
body, but had no chance to speak to
him for some minutes, for a céuple of
young men were detailing thelr stern
plans for invading Skytown,

The large library was soon filled
with people who had heard of Ann's
return from the peak, and the girl was
profoundly amused to find herself tuk-
en for a fount of wisdom concerning
the miners' war and thelr demands,
The feeling against the camp was suv-
age, and the men were loud In denun-
clation of the governor of the state,
who had refused to order out the milf-
tla. “He Is as bad as Munro, an ab-
solute anarchist,” declared one mun,
whose strident voice dominated all the
others.

One by one the guests dropped awiy,
and at last only the Barnetts and Aun
and Peabody were left in the lbrary,

At a sigoal from Mrs. Barnett Don
sauntered out of the room as If on
some errand and forgot to return, A
few moments she, too, begged to be ex-
cused “for a moment” and was scen
10 more,

Doth Anu and Peabody understood
these actions, but as he was intent on
making an appeal to ber and she knew
there wus no escape from it they faced
each other with a tensity of emotion
which scemed fmpossible a moment
before.

Ann broke the silence.
icate of them!"

“How silly! Why

“How indel-

“How considerate, say I, for I want

to talk with you,” he hurried on. “I
want you to go» back with me, Ann, as
my wife. 1 can't go back alone. I
have missed you horribly. Dear girl,
answer me, are you ready to go?”

Aun remained silent, her mind run-
ning over for the hundredth time the
advauntages, the duties Involved, while
his plea proceeded, carnest and manly, |
but leaving her cold. It permitted her
to caleulate, to criticise. He had much
to give her. He was a maw of large !
income, of unguestioned power, and his |
home was spuaclous, She liked him,
she respected him very highly, she ad-
mired him, but—

The girl's dream was not yet faded
out of her soul. She hoped—faintly,
foolishly hoped—for a return of the
glow, the mystery, the flooding, trans-
forming power of a love that was more
than respect, more than honor and ad-
miration.

She found herself saying: “I know,
Wayne, we seem suited to each other—
all our friends would say so—but I'm
not so sure of it. 1t is silly in me, but
I am still wanting to be sure. 1 don't
care for you as I ought to do. I'm no
longer a schoolgirl; 1 know what mar-
rlage means, and unless I can feel dif-
ferently from the way I do now 1 shall
not marry.”

“Have you met any oue else who
rouses this other—emotion 7"

She flushed. “I don't know.
not sure."

ITe sank back in his chalr, heavy and
inert. 'The muscles of his cheeks droop-
e, givjng him the aspect of a man of
fifty. “Don't throw yourself away.
Aun, for God's sake, assert your com-
mon sense! If you cannot come to my
Liome, don't waste your beauty, your
culture, on some savage. It hurts me
to see you out here living among these
sordid men"—

She interrupted him. “There is an-
other inexplicable thing. This life has
interested me. It has developed in me
o capacity for physical effort that I
didn’t know I had. It will scem ab-

I am

‘1 can never marry youw,"
surd to you, but I have grown to love

sweet, little, patient Mrs, Kelly. I like
grand old Matt. I like the rude walls
and the ‘handmade stoves,’ as Matt
calls the fireplaces'—

“And the tall young miner?" Peabody
suddenly Interrupted to ask, and, lean-
Ing toward her 2 flash of Insight in
his eyes, “Or ig it the handsome, dare-
devil Munro?”

A swift flush rose to Lz ace, she
lost speech, her eyes fell, “Yes—I-—I
like them, too,” she said. *“They inter-
est me, They are vital, unconvention-
al, real.”

In this swift Interchange of highly
emotionalized thought they had forgot-
‘ten where they sat and all knowl-
edge of time lLad falled them. Ann

glanced at the clock wind rose, but Pea-
body said: “Please don't go! We will
never have a mere huportant subject
to discuss.” She sank back into her
shair and he went on quite calmly, his
eyves very grave and sweet. “Ann, 1
want you 1o be happy. I am not the
*kind of lover who would make his
bride a captive to hef own sorrow.”

She shook her head sadly, but de-
dsively. “You do not understand me,
out no matter, This you must under-
stand. I admire you, and I like you,
but as I feel now I can never marry
you. I'm sorry, but you must go back
alone.”

He took his dismissal quietly, but he
suffered. His volee was tremulous
“vith passionate regret ns he bowed
over her band. “I accept your verdict,
Ann, and I can only hope that your
new light may not lead you into a
slough of despond.”

[To BrE coNTINUED.)

A GOOD IDEA OF SPACE.

It Is Given by n Contemplation of the
Star Sigma Draconis,

Stars or planets are said to be “fix-
ed” when they are separated from us
by a distance so great that a change
In their orbits makes no perceptible
difference in  thelr positions, even
though such “fixed” bodies may travel
an orbit 100,000,000 miles in clreum-
ference In-the course of a year., These
“fixed” stars wmay be only a few paltry
millions of miles awiay or they may be
Dillions or even trillions of miles from
the pygmy planet upon which we have
our being, The most distant of all the
orbs, ns far as astronomers know, Is
the fixed star Sigma Draconls, which is
separated from us by a distunce so
great that millions and billions of
miles are only us Inches and feet com-
pared to the miles which intervene be-
tween our earth and the sun. Astron-
omers are noted for thelr propensities
for Indicating stellar distunces with
robust and well developed strings of
figurcs, but in the case of Sigma Dra-
conls the distance is so great that fig-
ures fail to give any conception what-
ever.

Light travels at the rate of 186,330
miles per second, and, reckoning the
‘day at twenty-three hours fifty-six
minutes and féur seconds in length
and the year at 3065%4 days, an astro-
nomical light year will equal 5,861,060,
148,330 miles. The above figures, which
represent the distance which light will
travel in a year, when multiplied by
120 give us the distance to Sigma Dra-
conis, or, in other words uand figures,
that star Is 120 light yeuars, or 756,000,
G00,000,000,0:20,000 miles, from us! If
Sigma had been blotted out of existence
before our Revolutionary war began,
its light would =till be shining as
though the star were yet in place!

She Knew Best,
Visltor—Tell me now, professor, are
you suffering much from your head-
aclie? Professor (to his wife)—Say,
Awelia, do I suffer much from my

Lheadache?—Fliegende Blatter,

HEDGEHOGS.

Venom of the Moat Polsonous Snakes
Does Not Affcet Them,

An Interesting fact about hedgehogs
that perbaps not many persons know
I8 that the bites of even the wmost pol-
sonous serpents have no effect on them
whatever. Mz, Lenz, a naturalist, once
watched a fight between a hedgehog
and a viper and gives n most interest-
Ing description of it. He says that
when the hedgehozr came near the
snake she began to smell it, for the
slght of these anhnals I8 so poor that
they depend almost entirely on the
sense of smell, and then she seized Its
head with her teeth, 2

In n moment the snake had freed it-
self and, darting at the hedgzehoz, bit
It several times, but the little anknal
did not seem to mind the bites at all,
and when the snake was tired out with
Its efforts she again selzed its head,
which she ground beuenth her teeth,
polsonous fangs and all. - Then she de-
voured almost the whole of its body.

M. Leaz also tells of a pet hedgehog
that he kept In his house in a large
box. Several times he put some ad-
ders iuto the box, which the hedgehog
did not seem to fear at all, but at-
tacked them tieveely and, as In the case
of the other, was never in the least af-
fected by their poisonous hites.

A man who had a pet hedzehog
n his possession for a lons time says
that he had often seen it throw itself
off the top of a wall fourteen feet In
helght.  Without pausing n moment it
would contract itself into n spft, flufly
ball and fall to the ground so lightly
that almost immedintely it would un-
fold itself and run off.—Chieago Chron-
Iele,

DIVISIONS' OF TIME,

Measurements of the Days, Months
and Years,

A “solar day” Is measurad by the ro-
tation of the carth uwpon its axis and is
of different lengths, owing to the ellip-
ticity of the earth'’s orbit and other
causes, but a “mean solar day” |Is
twenty-four hours long, as reckoned by
the timepleces,

An astronomical day commences nt
noon and Is counted from the first to
the twenty-fourth hour., A *“civil day"
commences at midnight and Is count-
ed from the first to the twelfth hour,
and then again commences with one
and finishes with twelve. A “nautieal
day” is reckoned the sume as the “eivil
day,” only that the reckoning is begun
nt noon instead of at midnight,

A “calendar month” varies from
twenty-cight to thirty-one days. A
“mean  lunar month'” I8 twenty-nine
days, twelve hours, forty-four minutes,
two and two-thirds scconds. A “year”
Is divided Into 365 days. A “solar
year,” which Is the time occupled by
the sun in passing from one normal
equinox to the other, consists of 30G4.-
24244 days, which Is equal to 365 days,
5 hours, 48 minutes, 40.536 seconds,

A “Jullan year” i8 365 days even. A
“G year” s 2425 days.

aregorian
The ecrror in_the Gregorian mode of
time reckoning nmounts to but one day
In ench 8,571 years,

A Good Eater.

When Gustavus of Sweden was be-
sleging Prague, n Loor of extraordi-
nary aspect gialned admittance to his
tent and offered, by way of amusing
his maujesty, to devour a large hog in
his presence. Old General Konlgs-
marck, who was In attendunce, at opce
suggested thet the man with the Gar-
gantuan appetite should ke burned as
o witel, whercupon the boor, whose
feelings were hurt Ly this observation
exclaimed, “If your majesty will but
make that okl gentleman take off his
sword and spurs, I will eat L before
I begin the pig” This was accom
panied by such a “hideous expansion
of the jaws and mouth” that the gen
eral, though ke had given his “proofs”
on mauy a fiekl, turned pale and fled
Incontinently to his tent.

‘Two Handlex,

Everything has two handles—the one
soft and manageable, the other such as
will not endure (o be touched. If, then,
your brother do you an injury, do not
take it by the hot hard handle, by rep-
resenting to yourself all the aggravat-
Ing clreumstanees of the fact, but look
rather on the softy side and extenuate
it as much as is possible by cousider-
ing the nearness of the relation and the
long friendship and familiarity Dbe-
tween  you—obligations to  kindness
which u single provocation ought not
to dissolve. And thus you will take the
aceident by its manageable handle.—
Epictetus,

THEY ARE VERY UGLY.

The Korean Women Arce the Homell-
ent In the World,

I think the assertion way safely be
made that thes women of Korea are
the most unattractive in the world.
One of my chief occupations during my
stay In the little Hermit Kingdom has
been making a diligent scarch for a
passably pretty face. I have failed to
find one. It is not that they haven't
pretty eyes. They have—eyes of soft-
est brown and gentlest expression, It
I8 not that their Leatures are coarse or
Irregular, for, while this may be true
of many, it Is not by any means true
of all, and T have caught glimpses of
as delicately molded features at Scoul
as In any other part of the world.

But the Korean woman is just ugly.
She may have tine eyes, «he may have
a pretty little nose and wouth and oth-
er features that in themselves are not
at all unattractive, but as she 15 put
together and as her mental life has
made her she 18 ugly.

One doesn't ordinarlly see much of
the women of the better class in this
strange little land; but, being admitted,
as I have been, to the fmperinl palaces
and several houses of high degree, 1
have been at least able to recelve im-
pressions, The women who are to be
secn on the streets of the citles are
usually slaves or servants of a low or-
der; but, whatever they ure, they, each
and every one of them, look as If they
had hurried out into the street without
taking time to dress themselves prop-
erly.—Ladies’ Weekly.

A Moorish Legend,

A certain sultan one morning com-
manded bis prime minister to take a
census of all the stupld people In his
empire and let him have the correct
liSt. The vizier set to work, and at the
head of the list, which was a very long
one, he placed the name of his sover-
elgn. The latter happened to be In a
good humor and merely inquired how
he eame to merit that distinetion.

“Sire,” the minis replied, “I have
entered you ou the list heeause only
two days ago you intrusted larse sumns<
of money, for the allezed purposs of
buying horses nbroad, to n counle of
men who are entive strangers and who
will never come back nain.”

“Is that your oplnfon? But sapposce
they do?”

“Then 1 will erase your name aud

place thelrs ut e Lead of the list.”

WOMEN'S SENSES.

They Are, It In Sald, Leas Acute Than
Thoxe of Men,

The man, when his tooth was pulled,
yelled hoarsely. The next patient, a
woman, bore the pain of three extrac-
tions with silent fortitude.

“Yes," said the deatist, “women en-
dure the pangs of tooth pulling better
than men, but they deserve no praise
on this account. They feel the pain
less.  Experiments have frequently
been made to test the acuteness of the
masculine and feminine senses, A
geries of experiments were made in
New York city, aud they were interest-
Ing and conclusive.

“Ilrst, taste was tried.  The male
subjects could deteet In water the
presence of the sixtieth part of a grain
of gall. The women couldn't distin-
guish the gull In a smaller quantity
than the twentieth of a grain.  The
men's taste was three times keener
than the women's,

“Next, smell. The men smelled the
presence of the hundredth part of a
grain of prussic acid,  The women
were unconscious of the acid till a
quantity five times greater was set be-
fore them. In smell the men were
five times the women's superiors.

“Men heard o wateh ticking at a dis-
tance of ten yards: women could only
hear It at o distance of two yards, The
males again, you sce, were f{lve times
the better, It was the same thing with
sizht and with touch. The men saw
five times better, They felt five times
more keenly and delicately.

“These experiments explain In a wu
the apparent anomaly of woman's won
drous fortitude to pain.  Woman's
genses being less te, £he I8 less af-
feeted by pain than man"—Exchange.

THE OYSTER.

It Wax Eaten by Riparinn Man Thou-
nands of Years Ago.

It was Dean Swift who remarked
that “he was a bold man that first ate
an oyster,” but neither Dean Swift nor
uny other lover of good eating has been
able to find records of any time, how-
ever anclent, when oysters were not
caten, while there Is ample proof that
thousands of years ago riparian man
not only consumed these bivalves, but
was very found of them. Thus the
“kjockkenmoeddinzer” or “kitchen ref-
use” along the Scandinavian coasts
exhibits huge hills of oyster shells from
which prehistoric men ate this suceu:
lent mollusk at their feasts in the days
of Thor aud Odin. There is, of course,
an Interesting tradition which relates
how, In those prehistoric days a wman
clad In the skins of wild beasts ran
barefooted along the shore of the sea.
Suddenly he eaught his foot In an oys-
ter shell, which, as it Instantly closed
upon him, caused him so much pain
that he seized a stone to dislodge the
strange foe that clung to him so tena-
clously. After accomplishing his pur-
pose hie raised his hand, moist with the
Juice of the oyster, to his lips, with re-
sults that were so pleasing to his palate
that he promptly procecded to ecat the
entire bivalve, Thus, It Is said, did
man first discover: the gustatory de-
lights contained within an oyster shell,

The Stomnch Ache.

For genulne stomach ache—that is,
pain in the true stomach—you must
blame the digestion, If the pain often
occurs one may be sure that a serlous
state of chronic Indigestion obtalns.
Then of course it is very necessary to
take advice directed to that one ense.
But for a solitary attack there Is noth-
Ing better than gotting rid of the stom-
ach contents, They cannot possibly do
good and may greatly upset the sys-
tem. Warm salt and water {8 a gimple
domestic emetie.  \When there are ucid
risings and burnings in the throat a
teaspoonful of bicarbonate of sodium
in water, taken in divided doses, may
be tried.

The Adirondack Lakews.
Oune of the most striking phenomena
of the Adirondack region Is the carry-
Ing power of the Inunan volce in stil!

wenther upon the lakes great and
small. Persons ashore ecasily hear the

ordinary conversation of others who
are so far out upon the lake as to be
Indistinguishable, and as a great many
Adirondack visitors habitually violate
the law touching the sluughter of deer
all such offenders are extremely care-
ful not even to whisper a word that
might betray their guilt when rowing
upon the lakes.

g - Pl

Also Flower and]Garden
‘Seeds and all kindsof Bed-
ding Plants.

C. L. ADAMS,
Florist.

A. L.

oEVERTSON

THE

LEADING = TAILOR

Makes suits and overcoats ug-to-
date. Now ig the time to be looking
around for a

SPRING SUIT -

You will need one before long.

Our New Spring Stock

Is complete in all the late styles.
and we carry the biggest and best
line of woolen piece goods in thls
vicinity Come in and look us ov-
er in our new locoation and we can
fit you out right.

In the Fargo Express Bldg.

A. L. SEVERTSON,

RAILROAD
Time Cards.

Manchester & Oneida Ry.

TIME TABLE.

Train No. 2 lenves Manchester at 5:00a. m, ar
rives ut Onelds nt 3:80 8. Connects
with west bound G, G, W. No, &,
Returuing loaves Onelda at 5:40 . m
arrives at Manchester at 6;06 0. m

traln Neo 4, leaves Mauchester at 715 &, W
ArFives AL Ouelde at 7:45 A,

N0,
#. Returuing leaves Onelda at 7:m
A, 1., Arrives At Manchester at 8:2(
am,

I'raln No, 6, leaves Manchestor at 8:45a,m., ar:
rives ut Onelds &t 9:24 a.m, Con-
nects with the north bound C. M, &
8t. P., No, 22, oturning leaves
Onelda at 9:25, arrivos ut Manchestel
At0:45a, m,
Traln No. 8, leaves Manchester at 2:00 p, m, ar-
rives al Onelds at 2:30 p, w, con:
nects with €. G. W., No. 4, easl
bound, and No. 9, west bound Re-
turning leaves Onelda at 5:¥2 p m
arrives st Maochester at 3:456 p m..

Traln No 10, leaves Manche (v 0t 4:46 p. m.
ureives ut Ocelds t:ip. m, Cene

nocls with soutl he 1 (U, M, &AL,
P., No. 1, Ke ny «av Opelda
¥ i pchester

RLB:8Sp. Lair, 1]
5:45  w.

J. 1. RoLSRY,
G n Trafic Manager.
Thro htlc tsf. <alr. | Manchesterto all
poin sin ortn me

TR> N8y ' 1. 10P ONLY AT—

Relk: +C1 srine, Platforin at Quuker MIl
Switeh m o .s|rocu:muln5. tly’s Cross-
rossing, Wwest

Ing, Wi ~ t .ussing, Twin
roov b LM,

.LINOIS CENTRAL R. R.

TIME TABLE.

Maln Line Passenger Tralns,

WEST BOUND| MAIN LINE KAST BOUND

Nol1® 113 pm| .. Fast Traln,, [Noz® 1:41 am
Nod01 11:44 pm | Chro Express..
Noss 15:54 pm|....Clip
Nob t8::08 m|Local Bxpr
Nos 2:40pm|.Day Express,
No2l 797 mm| FtDodee Kx

N 3iSam
No¥2 T pm
UEDAK RAPIDS HRANCH,

North Bound | Bet Uedar Rpds | South Bound
«=——Arrive— ' and Munchester | ——louve——

No.¥zz H:45p.m|...r Passenger .. [NO.SG 9:00 8.
No 584 2.158.m/|. tI'assenger.. [No.3% 8:(0 p.m
No. 360 1:00p.m|... tFrelght....|No.3603:15 p, m

.-A'IITb—oGo trains carry passengers.

y.
*Daily ExcoptSunday.
H. G. PIERCE, Station Agt
No. 6 Ruos to Rloux City only,
No. 8 Kuns to Omaha onln.
No. 1 has connections to Omalia, Bloux
and Sioux Falls and No. 2 from same poln!

CHICAGO GREAT WESTERN Ry,

“The Maple Leaf Route.”
Time card, Onelda,lowa.
t’hicago Speclal, Dally, Golng East,
Dly‘aﬁlpl’ﬂll dally..cea..s u‘
Way Frelght aally ex. Sunda L
Goivg West, North and South.
Way Freight. dally ex. Sunday........11:20 a.m
Dog.kxpreu Py Sy T 1
St Pau! & Kansas City Exp, daily _.....5:31 a.m
For information and tickets apply to
C. A. Robinson, Azent, Onelda,
.

INVESTMEMTS
IN
SOUTHERN LANDS

ch | are not lative. The
South 1snot a new country, Market and sbipping
facllities are adequate and first cl l‘Ilu
climate 18 mild ana favorable. Notwithstanding
ihese and other ndvantages, southern lands are
selling for prices fur Lelow thelr real value, and
st present prices nut large returns on the In
vestmunt. Fora freo set of clrculars Nos, § W«
10, Inclusive, eoncerntng the pos-1bilities of land
0 Kontucky, West Tounessee, Mississippl and
soulsiana, onand ues=tl e Jllinols Central Rall
~oad, for homeseskorn and investors, adare
‘he undersigned. J. F. MEREY.
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poo Baths,

Baths &=

oases are caused
by polsonoussec

Vapor

and

retions, which

clo& the wheels

of NATURE.
Shampoo.

The name anu
the syymtoms
may be different
but the caute of
disease cer. us

ually be traced
o vhe Imperfect action of the millions
o pcres of the buman body. A bath in
scsordance with sclentific require
@ments I3 the hLest preventative and
ccmedy kno>wo. The methods employ-
3d by me are tne most sclentific ever
‘nvented or discovered for dispelling
llsease. Results tell the story. Give
‘ve & trial. This fe the Conant system
'f buths. A competent lady attendant
n charze of the lsdles depsriment.

Offi 3¢ snd bath rooms on Franklin
sureer.  rpo-i1+ G obe Hotel,

! Q. D. QAT=S,

Why do you tret and grumbie,
Why don’t you take & tuinble,
Use Deacom’s Picule Pills,

) They will drive away your flls

Try them™ 2fcents. All druggists, s0tf

When you want

Fine Furniture
Al
Fair Prices

GO TO

Werkmeister’s

AT

Earlville.

Undertaking Solicited

F. WERKMFISTER,

Earlville, Iowa

PAINTING

All kinds of exterior and interior
painting, A specinlt_y made of Car-
riage painting.  Prices reasonable
and satisfaction guaranteed,

* 8. J. Maley.

Over Atkinson’s Blacksmith Shop.

House for Rent.

HUBERT CARR,

2
488"t Gen'Pass'r Agent 1. G. R, -
: Dubuqus, m‘*

E—%
Compound Vapor and Sham =
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