
The Drip of the Rain. 
The stare have curtained their light 

In clouds 
And the moon has slipped from slcht; 
And only the sound of the rain ia 

heard 
Through the fragrant summer night. 
Over the sloping and moss-grown 

eaves, 
Drenching the lilies and sweet green 

leaves, 
Filling the night with Its low refrain 
Is heard the drip of the summer rain. 

The darkness, soft as a velvet robe, 
Shuts the cares of the iworld away; 
And the south wind blows the slant

ing rain 
Into sheets of silver spray-, 
And up through the darkness, warm 

and wet, 
Comes the scent of pansies and 

mignonette, 
Bearing the message of hope again, 
In this peaceful hour of rest and rain. 

Tis a gracious gift that the night be
stows, 

For the summer shower brings 
The dreams of peace, and a breath 

of balm • 
On the sweep of its dusky wings.:: * 
And the hearts that sorrow forget to 

weep. 
On the shadowy border-lands of sleep; 
And the voice of care and the sting 

of pain • 
Are lost in the drip of the summer 

rain. 
Bmma G. Weston in the Youth's Com

panion. 
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The car was almost due at the sum
mit of the Gornergrat. The chill air 
from the glacier fields pressed a stim
ulating finger on the pulses. The Ice 
of the surrounding glaciers was dull 
green and deep. 

The Little Traveler, wound to the 
neck in a thick plaid shawl-, stood 
waiting with her aunt. They were 
going down on the last car which made 

v. the trip that day. They had twished 
to spend the night on the top, for 
Elizabeth, the captain of this brief 
summer outing-, had but to give the 
orders and Die Tante obeyed like a 
soldier. 

But, alas, the money was lacking. 
, They had added once and again the 

columns in their account-book., and 
the result came ever the same iwlth 
the tiresome inflexibility of mathe
matics! The two hungry, slght-seers 
were at last enjoying Switzerland af
ter months of longing. But their rule 
must be kept—so many marks a day, 
and prices at the tip-top houses have 
all the rarity of the altitude where 
they flourish. So this pleasure must 

/..••• be given up. 
"For once I am almost satisfied^' 

sighed Elizabeth. "It would 'be too glori
ous to see a sunrise here, too. We must 
be content with our half-loaf.' 

The electric car came slowly creep
ing up the steel way bringing noise, 
a disturbing element, a taste of mod
ern improvement into these silent 
heights. 

Elizabeth's green touring hat bore 
a puff of feathers on a quivering wire. 
Bach time they trembled, if you cared 
for Elizabeth you must look to Bee If 
she, too, trembled. "One look, dear 
Aunt, one long look to fix this picture 
in my mind. How dull the four walls 
and the sawing will be after this feast 
of Ice and enow. Just see how clear 

jV, the air is and how near the other 
Sji peaks look. I am going to that rock 

to look at the Matterhora. There is 
time to spare. The car Is not up yet, 
and it waits before going down again. 
Some." 

• The rose color of the afterglow on 
snowy summit defies the common 
sense. Even the solid fields of white, 
sloping down the channels between 
scaring peaks, these have a chilled 
sorcery of their own. Imprint the 
scene on our mind, Elizabeth. It 

-ffTli 'aiwa.ys . It is, as you say, 
BO hauntingly beautiful and remote. 

The dependence, the finlteness of 
daily life 1b the chain by which the 
spiritual delights must be confined. 
And no joy is sufficient to itself, even 
observation of the Gornergrat pano
rama. The little Swiss 'watch-, a deli
cate toy, the price of 'Which had 
shortened the pleasure trip two 
weeks, the watch pinned on Eliza
beth's 'breast, continued ticking and 
ticking, leading time captive and lead
ing Elizabeth and her aunt from the 
rock with its mighty outlook back to 
the little station. The car stood 

* ready for the descent, with perhaps 
a thirty seconds to spare. 

The morning of the same day 
George Werner, a young student, 
had arrived at Zermatt. His face 
was long by nature and now it was 
long from fatigue—and what else? 
Perhaps it iwas fatigue alone. He was 
always jolly In conversation, therefore 
he must be always happy. A smile 
came quickly to his face when he met 
a friend. When left alone it died 
quickly away. But always his inter
est in others was there. 

Young blood must flow a little fast
er at seeing the noble view 'Which is 
the heart's desire. George had dream
ed of this hour-, and now as he sat 
on the ascending car, here was reali
ty. His reddish hair blew back from 
his temples, 'white from the confine
ment of study. 

The summer was almost past, but 
near the summit there were no plants 
to mark the change of season by their 
brighter coloring. The stony bed of 
the new steel way iwas hardly ad 
justed, and barrenness ruled under 
foot. 

But raise your eyes, George. There 
.stand the monarchs of Switzerland. 
The eyes must be kept always open. 

• He knows this, for when the lids shut 
quietly he sees many far-away things, 
Though the scenes shift in each one 
is a figure buoyant with life and some
times wearing, a plaid shaiwl and an 
Alpine hat which shades the blue eyes 
beneath. In fact, the familiar eyes 
are so shaded that when George looks 
Into them the vision always fades; 
he opens his awn eyes and sighs him
self back into the present moment. 

Life would be quite another thing 
if he might allow htaself these vis
ions. But they come without leave, 
and must be put aside. The question 
which had often risen to his lips was 
not the one he might ask. 

Having an Invalid mother and no 
money-, a student may say, "Will you 
pass me the bread?" while his glances 
Speak many gentle courtesies. But 
he may not say, "Will -you share my 
bread?" when there Is hardly enough 
for the mother. 

Therefore sunshine Is 'brightest 
when the eyllds curtain the eyes. 
Yet is a vision of fair possibilities 
not half as real as the rain against 

• the window. 
i The car had arrived at the top. 
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contemplative. Before the pleasure of 
walking to the very summit he would 
watoh the car to down again. When 
It fhould descend under the great i*ed 
sun, the Polyphemus eye of the moun
tain /world, the last link with Zermatt 
would he severed for the night. 

He stood with his hack to a large 
rock. When he arrived he had no
ticed two figures seated on it, and 
had* idly thought of them as chance 
companions on the summit over night. 

The Lilliputian hustle of departure 
as the car was prepared for descend
ing amused him. How different this 
adjustable and particular start from 
the hurried stoppages and confused 
crowd of a city car. 

A belated passenger was loudly 
summoned by the conductor. "One 
moment/' came the answer as two 
ladies passed George, hurrying to
ward the car. It was Die Tante, with 
Elizabeth. At the sound of the voifte 
he knew who it (was, and yet his eyes 
needed proof. As Elizabeth passed 
him he laid a hand on her arm. She 
turned and recognized hfan". 

Surely the Bnow fields lend a 
strange and radiant light to the eyes 
which behold them. Perhaps Eliza
beth had sat too long on the great 
rock. 

"But the car is going—now," came 
from her in gasps as if she were an
swering some question. 

Two other passengers were to go 
down. Happily they were quarreling 
over the disposition of their satchels. 
Die Tante had hurridly attained a seat 
in the car and stood transfixed, a 
spirit of wonder at the unforeseen. 

George found speech after several 
precious seconds had elapsed. He still 
kept his hand on Elizabeth's shawl 
where the blue stiripe crossed the red 
one. The evening air from the glac
iers was like iwine. 

"Elizabeth, the sunrise here will be 
so wonderful, so without compare," 
he eagerly said. Her advent had be
wildered him. The reality was still 
part of his vision and, like the sun
rise, .wonderful beyond compare. 

The car started with Elizabeth pois
ed like a bird on the step. George 
grasped her hand to detain her. 

"The beautiful mountain-tops. We 
must see them together," he cried, as 
the wheels moved. Even while he 
spoke the car gained speed, and he 
walked quickly beside it. 

Instinctively he pushed her firmly 
on to the (platform of the car, for 
safety, but did not relinquish 'her 
hand. Die Tante stood ready to jump 
off in case of need. Voices called to 
them in warning as the car gathered 
such headway that George was oblig
ed to run. 

All their past meetings and partings 
were in the clasp of his hand>, and he 
would not let go. His hat far behind, 
he followed, like Merlin-, unreckoning, 
on the gleam, on the light from her 
eyes. 

"Ah love, I cannot," came from him 
without his wish. 

Elizabeth bent towards him from 
thfe car. She had thought, thus 
far, only of the miracle of his pres. 
ence. Now she realized that there 
was danger to face. For her to loose 
his hand <was impossible, so firm was 
his hold. 

For her to jurop off—no. Yet if 
he were hurt! Never had his safety 
been so imperative. 

There was no time to lose. "Get 
on, quick," she called, loud enough 
to conquer the noise of wheels and 
pulled him forward and up with all her 
strength. 

George came, suddenly to his 
senses. With a. brave laugh and a 
firm foot he challenged the gods and 
gained the 'platform. 

The bunch of feathers on Eliza
beth's green hat quivered like aspens 
as he drew himself up, still holding 
her hand. If you cared for her you 
must look to see if she, too, trembled. 

After all, three can live on very 
little if the auBtere spirit of self-
sacrifice walk among them, and the 
tender hand of a new daughter to 
smooth the pillows in the sick room, 
is worth more than gold.—Margaret 
Jeannette Gates in Massachusetts 
Ploughman. 

Keeping the skin of the work horse* 
clean, enables tliern to sweat freely 
and thus is essential to their health. 

ORIGIN OF THE PEARL. 

Secretion Formed for Defense, Thinks 
M. Seurat. 

The origin of the peairl in the shell 
of the oyster, or other bivalve or 
mollusk, has been the object of a 
considerable amount of investigation 
and speculation. Among the more 
recent studies of the subject may be 
noted those of M. Seurat recorded in 
the "Comptes Rendus." This natural
ist finds that in pearl oysters from 
the Gambia lagoons, in the South 
Pacific, the pearls are due to a small 
worm—a sort of tapeworm. In cysts 
on the body and mantle of the oyster 
he has found true pearls surrounding 
a nucleus which he has shown to be 
one of these worms. Like other tape
worms, this one, concerned in the pro
duction of pearls, requires a second 
host in which to complete its develop
ment. And M. Seurat considers that 
the tray is the second host in this 
case, for he has found in the spiral 
intestine of this fish small tapeworms, 
whdoh he regards as the adult form 
of the larval worm of the pearl oys
ter. The autihor has named this new 
species of tapeworm Tylocephalum 
margaritiferae. The view has been 
held that the pearl Is a secretion 
formed, as it were, in self-defense for 
the surrounding and isolation of an 
injurious foreign body. 

The Artful 8quirrel. 
You may find many a squirrel in 

the course of your tramp, but no two 
alike exactly in their method of at
tempted escape or concealment. The 
ways and means of the little rascals 
are legion. One may flatten himself 
out against a gray patch on the back 
of a tree trunk, absolutely motion
less; and unless in your earnest, 
steadfast looking you can detect an 
ear or a shoulder in relief against 
the sky you might as well abandon 
search. Another may lie along a 
bough flattened at full length; but 
here the telltale ear3 are more easily 
silhouetted. Still another may crouch 
drawn up in a fork; and here the 
thing to look for is the fluffy tip of 
that little signal flag which always 
works and waves and jerks and sig
nals so bravely when danger is not 
in the air. Or one may gather him
self up in a bunch to imitate a knot 
or knob; and here he can very well 
tell when you have spied him out. 
He will catch your eye, even as you 
catch the eye of an acquaintance in 
a crowd, and will instantly limber up 
for headlong flight, leaping from tree 
to tree, till he vanishes over the 
ridge.—Field and Stream. 

'Denatured alcohol is used in * hat 
factory at Manchester, England. Th<i 
manufacturers use the psirit, recov
er it, and redistill the produce In their 
own, factory, and ua$ it ov$r ag^ln 
UljtJJ it * lyfl. UP 

The true type of a dairy cow Is that 
which furnishes the most and best 
of any commercial products at the low* 
est cost. 

If a dairy cow is properly fed and 
cared for she will do her best but she 
will never do all that she Is capable of 
without good care. 

Do not undertake to keep too many 
hens at a time. A few well eared for 
Is better than a larpe number left to 
look out for themselves. 

Get rid of the surplus horses that are 
not growing Into money. There Is no 
advantage In keeping enough extra 
horses to eat all that useful one3 earn. 

It is rather poor economy to cram 
50 cents worth of drugs down the 
throat of a siek chicken that would not 
be worth over a quarter, If It were 
well. 

It Is the hungry hog that is always 
looking for a break in the fence. It Is 
the chicken-eating sow that should nev
er be bred. Her kind will not pay for 
the raising. 

Some people seem to regard It a 
pleasant surgical operation to "eat 
their heads off," and they feel It Is not 
expensive to keep stock that will do 
that same thing. ;• 

Regularity costs no more than'Irreg
ularity and It *means much in the 
management of stock. Stock have no 
timepiece, but it wonderful how they 
can tell when feeding time Is at hand. 

The alfalfa business is yet in Its In
fancy. -There seems, to be so many 
things that one can learn about It. 
This can be learned best by trying a 
smnll acreage, though It is too late 
to sow this year. 

Without exercise, It Is Impossible for 
the muscles of young horses to develop, 
hence the necessity of a good-sized field 
for them to run in. If you would have 
horses with endurance, give the colts 
a chance to develop their' muscles. 

Good sense and docility as well as 
lack of sense and treachery are mat
ters of transmission by Inheritance. 
This Is true of ailments, habits of 
action, disposition and all those things 
which go to make a good or bad horse. 

The present day haying machinery 
has taken a great deal of sweat out of 
the business) In looking at some of 
the machinery manufactured for this 
purpose It almost makes one feel that 
it would be a.'pleasure to have haying 
the whole year round. 

A cavalry authority In Belgium esti
mates that there are more than 8,000*-
000 horses In the world. There are 22,-
000,000 in Russia, while Germany and 
Austria-Hungary each has more than 
the British isles, where it is reckoned 
there are about 3,000,000. 

It is usually the hired help that 
watch the clock that complain most 
of bad luck, hard times and lack of ap
preciation on the part of their em
ployers. The kind who don't watch 
the clock have little time to complain, 
and even less Inclination to do so. 

Farmers and gardeners iu the vicin
ity of Bennington, Vt., are sustaining 
large losses as the result of the Inroads 
of Belgian hares, which are the off
spring of pairs of these animals which 
were turned loose when this craze sub
sided some three or four years ago; v-

In securing a good supply of eggs the 
inborn tendency of heavy laying is an 
Important point. It is a tendency 
which goes in certain strains the same 
ns iu certain families of cattle, and 
without it no amount of skillful care 
and feeding will produce the best re
sults. 

The largest Individual wool clip ever 
grown on the American continent was 
shipped from Billings, Mont., to a Bos" 
ton firm. The clip weighed 1,500,000 
pounds, and forty-four cars were re
quired to carry It. The owner refused 
an offer of 24 cents a pound for the 
wool. 

Let the fanner who wants good colts 
select the best grade mares and breed 
them annually to one good type of 
horse. Of course, the quality of the 
dam always has more or less influence 
upon the progeny, but no matter liow 
good or how poor the mother, the best 
sire obtainable Is nctie too good. 

Indiana has a fertilizer law wliicn 
aimed to protect the farmers and gar
deners within her borders. It provides 
that fertilizers offered for sale shall not 
only bear the inspection label of the 
state chemist, but shall give the per
centages of the ingredients which they 
contain, so that the purchaser may tell 
at a glance what he is buying. 

From observations made with a num
ber of hens it was found that in every 
Instance the eggs were moved every 
day and did not remain in the same 
part of the nest more than three days. 
The thorough manner in which the hen 
turns the eggs may well furnish us a 
clew to the most natural treatment of 
the eggs when under the artificial con 
ditlons of the Incubator. 

There Is one thing In favor of the 
compressed air system of water works 
not always to be found In the gravity 
system. One can control the pressure 
and can elevate the water to be used 
In any part of the house and the boiler 
and pipes can be located In a frost 
proof place in the cellar. There should 
be more complete systems of water 
works on farms. The best Is none too 
good. 

In Missouri, where sheep or domestic 
animals are killed or maimed by dogs, 
the owner of such animal may recover 
against the owner or keeper of such 
dog or dogs the full amount of dam
ages, and the owner shall forthwith 
kill suqIi dog or dogs ; for every 

day he shall refuse or neglect to do s« 
after notice, lie shall pay and forfeit 
the sum of $1 and it shall be lawful 
for any person to kill such dog or dogs. 

Cotton is king of the exports of the 
United States, according to a state
ment Issued by the department of com
merce and labor. The total value of 
the raw product sent out of the coun
try in the last fiscal year Is placed at 
$400,000,000, exceeding by far the val
ue of any other article of merchandise 
shipped from our shores. The export 
of breadstuffs aggregated $136,000,000, 
tnoRe Qf provisions $211,000,000 and 
those of Iron and steel manufactures 
$101,000,000—so it may readily be seen 
what a lead cotton has on its rivals. 
Europe is the principal consumer of 
raw cotton, and Japan also takes a 
great quantity of the unworked pro
duct. 

A -suggestion which has been made 
by a number of experiment stations, 
and one that will at least be seconded 
by tlic stations of all- states, is that 
agriculturists should send samples of 
noxious weeds to their respective state 
experiment statlous with a view to se
curing a scientific and reliable analy
sis of them and such suggestions as 
will prove helpful in their destruction. 
The state officials in charge of this 
line of work are always ready and will
ing to render assistance to residents of 
the state In the manner indicated. 

A recent bulletin issued by the Iowa 
experiment station on the subject of 
alfalfa culture condenses the good 
points of this valuable legume as fol
lows: It yields from two to three 
times as much as clover and timothy 
arid is at the same time a more valu
able hay. It Is rich in protein. For 
hog pasture alfalfa has no equal. It 
is superior to any other crop for en
riching the soil. Alfalfa fed in con
junction with corn will make most 
economical gains. The bulletin fur
ther states that the growing of alfalfa 
Is entirely feasible for the north half 
of the corn belt and even more north
erly latitudes, provided care is exer
cised in the matter of getting it start
ed. Interest in growing alfalfa is 
bound to increase as its merits become 
better known. 

The Tnanock Moth. 
The Province of Quebec Is threatened 

with a plague of the tussock moth, 
which Is very numerous in the reglou 
of Montreal and attacks many kinds of 
trees. The authorities are fighting the 
pest by destroying their nests. This in
sect is spine years very abundant in 
the Northern States. The nests re
semble white patches of cobweb and 
contain hundreds of eggs which will 
batch in the spring. 

Pure Bred PpuHy on the Farm. 
When you have made up your mind 

to raise thoroughbred poultry Instead 
of mongrels, determine also to keep 
only one breed, one color and one type. 
This is very important on -a farm 
where arrangements are not usually 
found for keeping poultry separate. 
Very often a complete reorganization 
of the poultry appliances will be nec
essary. It is perfectly obvious that, 
however valuable and pure bred a 
stock may be, It cannot be kept so un
less certain things are observed 

Fascinating Tree Work. ~ ~ 
Grafting and buddlug young trees is 

fascinating work for ladies, and we 
kuow several who can do a good, neat 
bit of work. Quick, precise woejinents 
are requisite and the ladies pick it up 
readily. Every boy should learn the 
process. One Massachusetts farmer's 
son recently applied for work on a 
California ranch. "We have plenty of 
farm help," said-the owner, "but I wish 
I could get a man who understands 
grafting and budding. If you can do 
that I will pay you high wages and 
board the year round." 

Savin*? the Corn Fodder. 
While the selling price of hay has 

in tne past, as a rule, largely deter
mined the value of corn fodder, the 
time Is at hand when, regardless of the 
price of hay, such a system of han
dling the corn crop should be adopted 
as will put an end to the enormous 
waste which is annually witnessed iu 
practically all of the corn belt west 
of the Mississippi river. A more care
ful and sensible handling of the stalk 
and leaves of this important cereal 
plant will mean the addition of many 
acres to the farm area. The oriherto 
wasteful methods which have prevailed 
In this respect have without doubt been 
due to the existence of large farms, 
relatively cheap land and that system 
of handling the crops which marketed 
the products of the soil In the shape 
of the grain Itself rather than In the 
more condensed form of butter, pork 
and beef. However, with land values 
steadily Increasing and more and more 
time being devoted to dairying and 
stock raising, a condition has arisen 
winch practically compels more thrift 
and care in the handling of this most 
important farm crop. 

Ips 

Sowlnff of Winter Wlieu. 
At the proper time for seeding, win

ter wheat Is sown, using tlie press drill. 
Unless Ilesslau tly Is to be fought tlie 
wheat Is drilled iu about the middle of 
September. Tills method of treatment 
accomplishes two tilings, the plowed 
land will take up more of the rainfall 
than unbroken stubble, and It will 
store It up for the use of the wheat 
crop. The early plowing and subse
quent disking and harrowing make a 
flue, well-compacted subsoil free from 
large air spaces and give a fine, loose 
surface. Such a seed-bed Is Ideal for 
wheat The moisture stored up en
ables the young plants to make a good, 
vigorous start and to develop a strong 
root system before freezing weather 
stops the growth. They are thus much 
better able to withstand the rigors of 
winter. 

The fourth year, after the wheat 
crop Is harvested, the soil is treated 
Just as for the oat crop. If the land 
Is iu fairly good shape, the rotation is 
repeated by putting Into the corn the 
following spring. If the land shows 
that It Is running down In fertility. 
It Is seeded Iu the fall to grass, If 
the season is wet enough, sowing the 
grass about the last of August or the 
first of September. Fall plowing gives 
a crop that first year, thus saving the 
loss of the land for one season. If too 
dry for fall seeding, the land Is sown 
to grass the following spring. The land 
Is thus left In grass from two to five 
years, when It Is again tirokgQ up add 
pijt Wdcf cultivation. 

ON TO WASHINGTON. 

» 

n 
"Dr. n. W. Wiley, chemist of the Department^ Agrlculture^ffeitos& to 

inaugurate a series of experiments to determine the effects of alcohol on the 
human stomach."—News Item. 

Mrs. Philip P. Wilcox, a slender lit* 
tie woman, weighing scarcely 100 
pounds, is the village blacksmith of 
College View, Neb. She learned her 
somewhat unusual trade from her hus
band. 

Having taken up the work at first 
for pleasure, Mrs. Wilcox found her 
health steadily improved with the ex
ercise, and decided to keep the little 
Wilcox blacksmith shop open oue 
summer while her husband was away 
working In the railroad shops. Her 
success was so marked that she has 
kept at the work ever since. She can 
shoe .a horse as well as any other 
blacksmith in the country, though she 
admits this Is one part of the work 
which Is a little distasteful to her. 

Mrs. Wilcox was a teacher before 
her marriage, a*td now holds a teach
er's certificate. She said: "There Is 
more money in blacksmithlng. If some 
of those poor, overcrowded teachers 
would try this business ouce they would 
never go back to the school room again. 
I'm bringing up my girls the same_way. 
The eldest is an expert bicycle repair
er now and the younger two are also 
good at the busiuess. The oldest girl 
has a bank account that she earned 
from bicycle repairing." 

One day a farmer led up a mettle
some young horse to be shod. 'Mr. 
Wilcox went forward to take charge 
of the animal, but Its owner shook his 
head. 

"If you don't mind. Phil," he said. 
"IM rather Mrs. Wilcox would do this 
job. The colt seems to have a weak
ness for her. He nearly kicked the 
shop down when a man tried to shoe 
him down In Lincoln a few weeks ago. 
but when Mrs. Wilcox did it before 
be acted like a lamb. She charms 
them some way. Maybe It's the way 
shestalks to them." 

Mrs. Wilcox stroked the horse for a 
moment on the nose, and, talking gent
ly to him all the time, began the work, 
the animal offering no resistance what
ever, though he had laid back his ears 
threateningly at Mr. Wilcox's ap
proach. 

Noting the look of surprise caused 
by the ease tflth which she wielded a 
heavy hammer, Mrs. Wilcox smiled. 
"It's not so much strength," she said, 
"though cl course I'm a hundred per 
cent stronger than I was when I began 
this work. It's more In knowing just 
how, and. perhaps, In really enjoying 
It You'd be surprised to know how 
much genuine pleasure I get out of this 
work." 

LAUNCHING BY ELECTRICITY. 

Ingenious New Mechanlim U»ed at 
n. British Shipyard. 

The launching of the new British 
battle ship Agamemnon, which took 
place on June 23 at Delinulr, Scotland, 
was marked by the use of Ingenious 
new mechanism, says the Literary Di
gest. In particular, we are informed 
by a writer In Engineering, that the 
nld type of dogshores was replaced by 
in electrical arrangement connected to 
l series of interlocking levers, which 
release the triggers that hold the ves-
lel until the signal is given that all Is 
ready for launching. Says the writer: 

"Two separate triggers were placed 
,n each side, each fitted with magnetic 

reply gear to Indicate on the launching 
platform that the mechanism had 
worked satisfactorily. The whole gear 
was controlled by means of a minia
ture steering wheel and standard plac
ed on the launching platform, and so 
adjusted that when the Countess of 
Aberdeen, ' who performed the cere
mony, gave the wheel oue complete 
revolution, the triggers were released 
and the vessel was free to run down 
the ways. A powerful hydraulic ram 
was placed at the forward end of the 
sliding ways oq each side of the vessel, 
the cylinders being coupled to the same 
supply pipe to iusure equality of pres
sure. These rams were for the pur-, 
pose of giving the vessel a start if she 
bad not moved directly the triggers 
were released; but in this Instance they 
were unnecessary. The drags for 
checking the 'way' on the ship after 
she had successfully taken the water 
were formed of chain cables, three 
piles being arranged on each side to 
come into play at suitable Intervals. 
The total weight of drags employed 
was about COO tons, and their action 
in bringing the ship to rest was In 
every way satisfactory. The total time 
taken from the strat until the vessel 
was actually clear of the ways was 
1:51." Jjg# 

The writer says further: 
"The particular berth upon which 

the Agamemnon was built was spe
cially prepared for the laying down 
of a vessel of the largest and heaviest 
type, great care having beeu taken In 
the piling In the area. Nearly 1.000 
pltcli-plne logs, each 40 feet long and 
12 Inches square, were driven vertic
ally Into the ground, with cross-ties on 
their tops, the total quantity of timber 
used in the preparation of the berth 
amounting to about 80,000 cubic feet." 

SCHOOL STUDIES. 

POLITICS »» 
OF THE DAY 

The Cont of Living. 
Bradstreet's index numbers of prices 

for October show the highest point 
reached since 1800 and indicate that 
the cost of Hiving has advanced nearly 
50 per cent since July 1, 1896. The ad
vance since October, 1005, has been 3.8 
per cent, so that prices are still rapidly 
advancing. As the Index numbers are 
based on every necessity except rent 
and approximately agree with those 
Issued by the R. G. Dun Co., they are 
much more reliable than the figures 
Issued by the Bureau of Labor for par
tisan purposes. 

The following thirteen groups of 
commodities with the Index numbers at 
different dates will be of great Interest 
to all. but especially to those with In
comes that do not fluctuate with prices 
and are therefore 50 per cent worse off 
than In 1800: 

Therefore the tariff taxes and In
ternal revenue taxes are virtually the 
sole means .of raising the necessary 
revenue to support the government. 
The questiou of the relative percentage 
of tariff taxation is therefore a peren
nial issue that cannbt be easily obllt-
utmost importance to the American peo
ple. 

The original pretense for the high' 
protective tariff was to encourage In* 
fant Industries, but the tariff-laws be-1 

fore the civil war were very'moderate1 

In comparison with the present-law and 
yet the Infant industries conducted by 
individuals have now grown to be gi
gantic corporations, but still'demand 
protection. The further pretense. Is 
now made by the Republicans that the 
high protective tariff Is necessary to 
protect the wage earner and Increase 
his wages. Rut this pretense .Is shat-

- Jan. 1, Oct. 1, Sept. 1, Oct. 1, 
1800. 1000. 1005. 1000. 1000. 

BrefldBtnffg $0.0524 $0.0808 $0.0783 $0.0733 $0.0758 
Live stock .1855 .3085 .2005 * .3125 .8180 
Provisions 1.3019 1.8052 1.7027 1.0207/ 1.0578 
Fruits . .1210 .131)2 - .1802 .1004 ~ .2507 

1.2150 1.1400 1.10007i -1.1900 
Textiles lf57n» 2.5408 2.5550 2.4005'"', JJ&2.4042 
Metals 3757 .7010 .0300 .753*;. .7728 

.0072 . .0004 . .0000* > -; .0073 
Oils '.2P88 .2080 .2395; .2035 

' ' , 1 0 3 f t  . 1070 .0DW- .1022 
.0803 .0874 .0504 : .0002 

Cliewlcals and drugs 0007 .0087 .7017 .7083 .7083 
Miscellaneous 2150 -.2045 • ^ ,3407 .2015' :'?'dr '2877 

$8.3280 $8.2208 $8.4428 $8.5480 

* ? ii ' 

I was just thinking of "Stub" Wil
liams. Remember him? He sat on the 
front seat aud was the dumbest thing 
that ever went barefoot About a" he 
could do when "ailed upon to recite was 
sweat and lot T< as expressionless as a 
pumpkin pie. He couldn't spell; he 
could scarcly read; he knew nothing 
about geography, and he always said 
that grammar "ain't no use." His 
father was another "Stub," and went 
to law with the school authorities be
cause they forced him to send his boy 
to school. The old man Is dead. Heard 
of the other "Stub" last week. He 
went through our town In his private 
car. Ills grammar isn't much better, 
but when he speaks the superintendents 
of three big railroad systems take no
tice, and be can sign his name so that 
they can read It at the bank. You never 
can tell.—Cincinnati Post 

Bllaa for the Baarmtare Smasher. 
"So you long for the time when the 

airship will be a commercial reality?" 
"Sure," answered the baggageman 

with some enthusiasm. "Think of 
droppln' off a trunk at a way station 
from a height of about two miles!", 
Louisville Courier-Journal. 

"WHEN THE LEAVES BEGIN TO FALL!" 
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The political significance of these 
Index figures Is that this enormous rise 
In prices of nearly 50 per ceut has en
tirely occurred since the passage of the 
present tariff law, with its trust-foster
ing and monopoly-producing conse
quences. Aud yet the Republican lead-, 
era say "Stand pat and let the trusts 
and monopolists continue to plunder 
you." 

Movlns the Crop.. 
Wall street Is having Its annual 

trouble of tight money, although the 
administration has loaued the Wall 
street and other national bunkPTH over 
$150,000,000 of the public money with-
out interest. As Interest rates are very 
high, both call and time money bring
ing 0 per cent and over and has been 
even as high as 30 per cent for a short 
period, it will be seen what a great 
profit the bankers are making from this 
enormous loan of the public funds. As 
nearly all the banks of the country 
keep an account with one of the New 
York banks, when there is a slack de
mand In the country these deposits of 
the country banks with the New York 
banks are greatly augmented, for the 
reason that the Wall street banks pay 
Interest of 2 to 3 per cent on daily 
.balances. But when the farmers begin 
to market their crops, the wheat and 
other produce buyers beglu to use their 
money on deposit with the country 
bankers and also borrow of the banks 
they do busiuess with enough money 
to huy the products the farmers are 
selling. This crop movement compels 
the country banks to driiw upon their 
deposits In the Wall street banks and 
at other monetary centers and Immedi
ately the Wall street bankers begin to 
howl they "muftt have more money tos 

move the crops. 
As the Wall street bankers loan their 

surplus mouey to the stock speculators 
they are compelled to "call** these loans 
made to brokers and others, so that the 
deposits of the'country banks can be 
returned to them. Instead of Wall 
street banks furnishing the money to 
move the crops they are merely return
ing the money of the country banks to 
be used for that purpose. 

The real cause of the periodical Wall 
street money squeeze is that the bank
ers and their chief customers are load
ed down with railroad and industrial 
stocks and bonds, for which no market 
can be found at remunerative prices. 
The public with money to invest have 
found other investments more safe and 
profitable and as there Is a constant 
further Issue of stocks and bondB, the 
amount controlled by the Wall street 
Interests Is increasing. Many of these 
stocks are "pure water," that is, there 
has been no actual investment'of the 
money they represent, but Interest is 
paid on them, or Is expected to be paid 
on them In the near future. 

There Is plenty of money In the 
country to carry on all legitimate bust-
ness, but under the Republican policy 
of tariff protection and leaning the sur
plus public money to favored national 
banks, which naturally finds Its way 
to Wall street for use, because the 
profits are greater there than elsewhere, 
therfe has grown up an era of trust 
and corporation inflation, by issuing 
vast amounts of stocks and even bonds, 
which have to be financed by Wall 
street 

The bankers are now Joining In a 
movement for a change in the banking 
law, so that they can issue more notes 
based on assets, and unless the people 
of the country pay beed and instruct 
their representatives in Congress to be 
careful of legislating in the Interest of 
Wall street, they will find the money 
power provided with another instru
ment to bleed them. There are already 
too many laws which allow the few to 
benefit at the expense of the many. 

The Canae of Prosperity* 
What a blessing It has been to the 

American people that the fathers of the 
Republic insured free trade In the 
United States. If each State In the 
Union conld enforce a tariff tax against 
the other States, or any one of them, 
how hampered commerce would have 
been. ICvery State line would have 
been a string of custom houses and col
lectors of tariff taxes would have 
searched everyone who wanted to go 
from one State to another, as is the 
case In the European States to-day. 
Free trade between the States has been 
the most potent cause of our marvelous 
internal commerce and of our prosper
ity, In spite of the drawback of the 
high tariff, that impoges such an ob
stacle iu our trade with foreign na
tions. 

Until the constitutional limitations 
restricting taxation are removed the 
Federal government Is virtually com
pelled to raise the necessary revenue 
by tariff taxes, and internal revenue 
taxation/ or resort to the method of 
direct taxatlou apportioned according 
to the population. Such a direct tax 
would be unequal taxation and no -par
ty has advocated Imposing it, either 
in lieu of other taxation, or to const!* 
tute a part of the Federal taxes. 
•rated and to settle bow high or how 

tin tariff wall »MI be l« «t the 

tered by the fact that the cost of liv
ing has Increased, uiuch faster . thau 
vvageB have under this Republican' sys
tem and the wnge-camers are revolting 
against the- Republicans,! having- dis
covered their prosperity Is hot en
hanced by the plundering of the tariff 
protected trusts that high protection 
h(is fostered. 

But the great argument, of our mod
ern standpat statesmen is that to re
vise the tariff would upset tliep resent 
prosperity. But In fact w<; have pros-
pered in spite of the drawbhek of pro
tection aud chiefly because of free 
trade between the States which ha*; 
produced an enormous traffic, from one 
State to another without the blighting 
influence of high taxation. . 

If the tariff was so revised that in
stead of protecting'the trusts, the rates 
were fixed, to produce enough revenue 
to run the government, honestly and 
economically administered, how far 
greater our prosperity would be. Our 
trade with other lands and theirs with 
ours would be vastly extended and In
stead of the trusts selling cheaper to 
foreigners than to our own people we 
would have the choice of the markets 
of the world to buy and sell in. 

With .free raw material our manu
facturers would compete In every mar
ket and instead of the cost of living be
ing nearly 50 per cent higher than It 
was ten years ago aud wages being 
less than 20 per cent higher—a clear 
loss of 30 per cent to the wage-earners 
—the two would so adjust themselves 
that the worklngman and those with 
fixed Incomes would participate In the 
prosperity that is now. monopolized by 
the trusts and the few at the expense 
of the many. , . • : , 

'VJ-;--. * ^ i'-
. c-.-,. Cautlou. Word*..;- - . f"; 

Farmer Wilson, who hangs on to the 
position of ' Secretary of-'Agriculture 
with the vigor of a professional Re
publican officeholder, in spite of scan
dals and semi-scandals in his depart
ment, gave out a statement on Oct. 22 
about the proposed meat merger that 
shows he Is growing cautlouB with age. 
He said: 

'We have a bureau of corporations! 
whose agents are especially charged 
with looking Into matters of tills kind. 

"We have a Department of Justice 
whose machinery was designed to be 
used in Just such a case as this. 

'We have our own Attorney General 
to talk to grand juries. 

'We have grand Juries to listen and 
to Indict 

"We have petit juries. ; 

"And we have penitentiaries." 
It Is true "there Is a bureau of cor-' 

porntlons." but the public has been kept 
absolutely In the dark about what It 
has discovered about the trusts,'except 
upon the notable occasion when It gave 
publicity to the business of the beef 
packers. That report did not give 
promise of great results In Its Investi
gation of other corporations and the 
absurdity of the result arrived at seem
ed to discourage the bureau and Presi
dent Roosevelt from giving further pub
licity to trust doings. 

It Is true "we have a Department of 
Justice," but the results so. far achieved 
by the great array of lawyers employed 
there, have not electrified the country 
by getting even one guilty trust mag
nate In stripes. 

It Is true "we have our own Attorney 
General to talk to grand Juries," but 
perhaps such efforts would have been 
more effective If addressed to petit 
Juries and in urging the court to en
force the provision for Imprisonment of 
the guilty trust and corporation man
agers Instead of fining a soulless cor
poration which has evidently no effect 
lu hindering crime. 

It is true "we have grand Juries to 
listen and Indict," and "we have petit 
Juries," but with all this parapherna
lia of the law the results have been 
meager and unproductive and no trust, 
or combine, or corporation, has reduced 
its exorbitant prices, or ceased from 
plundering the people. 

It is true "we have penitentiaries," 
but so far there Is no trust magnate, 
however vicious, or no corporation man
ager, however strong the evidence 
against him, that Is confined in those-
penal Institutions as a punishment for 
breaking the statute In such case made 
and provided. 

It is true tills strenuous administra
tion has boasted of "doing things," but 
it has been like the idle vaporlngs of 
other boasters—but words, words and 
not followed by deeds. Under these cir
cumstances it Is hardly likely that the 
oscltatlng doors of the penitentiary will 
cause this new candidate for trust hon
ors and illegal galn_ to fear what the 
present administration will do to it 

Rcmou Dlacloaed. 
Wedderly (time 11 p. m.)—Xes, sir, 

I'm right here to tell you that since I 
married my home Is a perfect heaven 
on earth. 

Singleton—Huh! That accounts for 
it, I suppose. 

Wedderly—Accounts for what? 
81ngleton—Your being downtown ao 

late. I never he»M of a man who wu 
ia t tarry to «ater beam 


