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VERYONE asks why France is the worst exporter o( whit* 
slaves, while In paria the unfortunate ones are fairly well pro­
tected ffom exploitation, writes a Paris correspondent of the 
Chicago Record-Herald. Alexander Coote, secretary of the In­
ternational Bureau for the Repression of the Trade, is telling 
the French that American public opinion does them full Jus­
tice; it was the French government, on Senator Berenger's 

t proposal, that convoked the first official conference in 1902, resulting In the 
... international agreement on which America is 'basing her efforts. Also, It 

... was the French national committee that organised the magnificent congress 
that has given results over the entire world. "Yet," says Mr. Coote, In the 

• Paris Matin, "there is truth in the public .opinion of America that France 
: .exports more unfortunate women than-any other country." 

Paris papers quote from the American congressional report, and from 
,American magnfines and daily press! The Frenoh are astonished.and dis­
tressed at their bad record. Why, they wiped out .the cafe-concert slaving 

/Of 1902; "and only.in 1908 a law went Into effect tearing out of the hands 
".•of the managers of "maisons closes" (boarding houses) their last hold on 
- ;.the girls inveigled into them. The new law caused hilarity at the expense. 
:.of the disreputable houses. No matter how much money a misled girl may 
owe the establishment, she can requisition the first policeman to make them . 

lit her trunks go freely out. As Impounding their hats, shoes and street 
wraps for pretended debt was almost the lhst resort of constraint, the relief 
was great. The policeman must respond with diligence and, kindness. If 
the escaping girl requests It they must take her to the commissary—called 
the "Father of the Ward"—with a view to her return home or protection 
and patronage. Or, If she demands it, the policeman must let her call a cab 
and go her way. Liberty to go her way holds all the effectiveness of the 
law. 
j What astonishes Parisians Is the tale- of actual violence and physical 
constraint, when it comes out, rarely. They know, that to make an inmate, 
the girl's good will must first be won. Even passive resignation is not suffi­
cient for one capital act, great with de3tlny, to dodge which is to risk har­
boring a girl without a card. This deliberate act, without which no girl can 
be safely kept a week as boarder, willing or unwilling, is her Independent 
visit to the prefecture of police, to make her sad choice and demand a card. 
A fatherly party reads the applicant to a solemn lecture, bids her meditate— 
and return in a week. She is told what the card is—a slavery , of Its own. 
The card Is, nevertheless, a tower of defense for the innocent against con­
straint. . ' 

Whenever the London officers of Che international bureau Intercept a car­
go of white slaves from France, they find either cynical old hands perfectly 
aware of their destination or else innocent girls' counting on a situation. 
Mr. Coote complains bitterly of certain French intelligence offices. Recently 
four girls, well brought up and respectable, were thus sent to London. Each 
understood that a situation awaited her. Yet no sooner had they arrived 
than their money was taken from ,them on the pretext of changing it; and 
Mr. Coote's agents got bold of them just in time. He seems to be persuaded 
that violence would have been possible in London. "Surely the French in­
telligence office should have been prosecuted," lie writes, "but nothing was 
done. However well the French law may be administered at home, it seems 
to be relaxed when exportation Is In question." 

He Is right. One of the reasons is that the detective brigades in the 
great French cities have been fully occupied with their specialty. They are 
only too glad when old hands willingly seek foreign shores. And those who 
are not old hands have not come under their observation. Intelligence Office 
frauds have not been in the line of these brigades, because the recrultinig waa 
not being done for Parte. At the time bf the first conference, in 1902, France 
suffered from a special form of cafe-concert slavery peculiarly insidious, in 
that it had a- public amusement blind for its customers and could lure inno­
cent girls with the promise to put them oh the stage. They Imagined that 
they weip going into honest vaudeville entertainments. The first step was 
to put them in debt for "costumes and stage training." The' second step 
was to ship them to the low "cafes-concerts" that sprang up like poisonous 
mushrooms all over France, even in comparatively small towns. And the 
third step was ruin on the spot by drink and bad example, because they 
must sit and "consume" with th6 audience between turns. 

Once they got started, the.special brigade wiped out the cafe-concert 
slave trade promptly. It was a trade of the middle aged, posing as theatri­
cal managers and agents. It had been able to grow up because it was not 
in Paris. 

Present international white slavery is similar new work for the special 
brigades. Its chief lure is the employment agency. Its chief blind for the 
police Is at present the old stand-by of ridding Paris of female undesirables. 
But the special brigades have had their eyes opened, and as the operators 
are but mature rescals of both sexes ripe for jail, a single conviction will be 
sufficient for each. And France will cease to hold the exporting record of 
the white slave trade. 

TEACUP POLITICS. 

In ; A Bit of^ Life at Washington 
Whlek Wowe* Are Prominent. 

-• From Ash Wednesday until the 
summer time scattering, the teapot, 
and the samovar, with the punch bowl 
as a helpful ally, become potent aids 

•win the forwarding of political careers, 
at Washington. How efficacious these 
simple elements In; the official game 
of good fellowship prove to be is past 
conjecturing, but old-time hostesses 
well up in the sport of politics as 

- played across the afternoon tea table 
are the last to decry the tea-drinking 
habits as practiced in Washington! 

Is The wag who said that "politics is 
- the voice of Washington women" 
, would have'found much in' the talk* 
of those who surround the tea tables 
to support his views. Many of the 
prettiest find • app&rently least seHous 

.young women in officialdom actually 
i-*have "views" on subjects- political; 
i which show that the yqpng heads be* 

• neath the elaboratei cdlffures are bet-
-.•/•tor stored with knowledge than even 
!their most ardent admirers would 

have dared to hope. Ip thg game of 
"politics as played by fair women, the 
..tea table is an all-important adjunct; 

Those who make the rounds of 
Washington ./drawing rooms assert 
that everything from a nomination to 

" the corrallng of a goodly- block' of 
votes may be accomplished at a 

, - Washington "afternoon tea." For the 
- orderly and effectual dissipation of ta-
dpient ructions "'back home" nothing 
Is equal to the simple expedient of 
asking the wife of a visiting constitu­
ent to assist at one of these weekly 

;v functions. ^Feminine Insurgency is 
- not equal tq holding out against tEe 
. lures offered by the tactful hostess, 
and many a cup of tea Blpped in the 
drawing room of an . accomplished 
woman of the world has. marked the 

. turning point in a career. 

WONDERFUL PHODUCTIOHS OF THE HODEBN STAGE. 

SHOP GIRL BH.IDE OF 
PHILANDER C. KNOX, Jfc. 

V 

The bride of the son of Secretary ol 
State Knox was Miss May Boler, a 
shop girl of Providence,. R. I. Her, 
husband was first suspended from 

• school for his elopement and then was 
told by his father to look out for him-1 

self. He has $100 a month from an In­
heritance and haB accepted a job as -ioi 
auto salesman to piece out his income, 

To Be Called Emrlr. -

"On the morrow call me early,' /'; 
Call me early, mother dear!" 1 

Said the maid unto her parent; : •} 
As she brushed away a tear. -

"Are you going shopping, daughter? 
Are you > going out to 4llne? 

Or why should I call you early. 
Call you early, daughter mine?" ' 

"Let me whisper to you, mother, 
Let me. whisper in your .ear; 

"Via to-night I marry Early— 
Mr. Early, mother dear." 

—Yonkers Statesman. 

Not Altogether. 
Promoter—I'd like to bring a trolley 

road into your town if I cpn raise the 
wind here. 

Uncle Si—Waal, I'll be g09h derned! 
I s'posed they wuz still runnln' 'em 
by olectriclty.—Boston Herald. ; 

Quite a Difference. 
!f "Women have all the best of It." 

•"How'do you make that out?" 
"Well, nearly every day some mil 

Uonaire marries a poor actress, but/ 
you never "hear of an heiress marrying 
a poor actor."—Detroit Free Press. 

6.0. P. IS FAIRLY 
REEKING WITH GRAF 

Republics Party Staggers Under 

the Burden of Robberies Com­

mitted by Own Agencies. 

MILLIONS IN THE TOTAL LOOT 

Sugar Frauds and the Chicago Cases 
Cited—Ohio and Pennsylvania 

Are Other Examples' 

THE FINAL SCENE IN THE "CHANTECLER." 

Chantecler, the king of the farmyard, Is convinced 
that his role in life is to make the sun -rise with his 
crowing. One day, while Chantecler Is happy in his 
supremacy over all the other birds, the eternal feminine 
appears in the form of a hen pheasant chased by a sport­
ing dog. Chantecler's heart is won by this beautiful 
stranger. The seconcj act opens in the depth of night, with 
a group of conspirators In the form of owls, who, equally 
convinced that Chantecler's song Is the cause of the 
break of day, determine to kill the author of the hated 
daylight, and arrange that a fighting cock shall slay 
Chantecler. Suddenly the "Cocorlco" of Chantecler is 
heard; the valley, seen through the opening in the for­
est, becomes rosy with the light of the rising sun;' the 
night birds' are dispersed and Chantecler-and the hen 
pheasant appear on the scene. In the next.act.ttio 
guinea fowl' Is "at home" In the kitchen gardeii. Chan­
tecler fights with the game cock, and is almost Silled, 

but, by an accident, is in the end victorious. At that 
moment the shadow of a sparrow hawk is thrown over 
the whole gathering and they rush to the protecting 
wings of their wounded chief, who crows dgfiance at 
the threatened danger. In tlje fourth act, "The Night 
of the Nightingale," Chantecler has wandered into the 
forest with his charmer, La Falsane. She is jealous of 
the cock's love of his work, and by a subterfuge, which 
keeps him asleep till after the sun has risen, shows 
him how idle Is his belief that it is only through his 
agency that the day is born. Chantecler, hbwever, de-v 

termlnes to go back to the farm and pursue his dally 
' task with the same firmness of purpose as before. The 
golden pheasant Is left behind, only to fall Into a poach-

. er'e trap, and tq' be brought, chastened in spirit, to the 
farmyard In subjection to Chantecler. The final scene 
In the -play, which Is pronounced the most beautiful, is 
here pictured. 

VANITY'S COST IN LIFE. , 

Slate W11iie»e« of the Pnrerty of 
New York Toiler*. 

Appeal to 'heart and conscience alike 
must have been powerfully made to 
the many women and fewer men who 
were beguiled by social curiosity or 
led by philanthropic interest to. exam­
ine the collection of garments and of 
photographs made by the Consumers' 
League and exhibited last week at 
the Normal College in New York, says 
the Churchman of that city. The pho­
tographs showed tenement rooms on 
the east side ylth men, women and 
little children working on the garmehta 
that hung close by with placards fas­
tened to them telling the few pennies 
an hour and a garment that these 

same toilers had received. A large 
part of the exhibit was the work of 
the child victims of the sweatshop sys­
tem. And it waa by no means clothing 
of the cheapen/grades that was most 
conspicuous, but articles made to meet 
the wishes of the well to do ?nd even 
the fastidious, such as are sold In the 
city's most elaborately furnished 
stores. For ^dainty feather stitching 
on a ̂ baby's dresa a child—herself 
hardly more than a baby—is paid per­
haps 4 cents. TWelve bunches of arti­
ficial roses are made for a penny. If 
the worker is speedy she can earn 
60 cents a day. Artificial violets are 
cheaper. A mother and four children, 
of ages from 12 to 5, earn together 
60 cents a day. Their work may be 

AUTHORS' HANDWRITING. 

mete 

..J* 

Byron's handwriting was a 
s'prawl. 

Longfellow's handwriting was a bold, 
frank backhand. 

Charlotte Bronte's handwriting ap­
peared to have been traced with a 
needle. 

Bryant's was aggressive and pleasing 
to the eye, but had no poetical char­
acteristics; and Keats' was rather too 
clerical for the most dainty of modern 
poctB. 

Joaquin Miller's writing is illegible 
in itself, and is rendered doubly diffi­
cult by the fact that the author's spell­
ing Is of the most eccentric kind. 

Napoleon's handwriting was not only 
illegible, but It Is said that his letters 
from Germany to Josephine were at 
first taken for rough maps of the seat 
of war. 

Charles Dickens' writing was very 
minute, and his habit of writing with 
blue ink upon blue paper, with frs-
quent interlineations and cross lines, 
made his copy a burden alike to com­
positor and proofreader. 
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A Bad Sort. 
"I wonder why the De Rltches al­

lowed their daughter to marry that; 
broken-down foreign count." 

"You know, they are just crazy after 
bargains, and. the count was slightly 
damaged and very much reduced."— 
Baltimore American.-

Deserted. i: • 
The only girl I ever prized 

Deserted me one day. 
She left me for a neighbor 

Who offered her more pay. > 
—Life. ^ ^ s 

Why, Indeedf 
Bjones—Why don't you buy an auto­

mobile? 
Bjenks-^Buy an automobile! Great 

Scott! It will be seven years still 
before we get the piano paid for.-
Somerville Journal. i;-

Each Other'* Fate. 
Penelope—It's dreadful! Papa wants 

me to marry a man I have never 
s«efa. 

Perdlta—That's nothing. My father 
wants me to marry 9 man I 'have seen. 
—Judge. 

jjfr?-

seen at the exhibit. It is beautiful; 
but the system that produces it at this 
coBt of young, life Is an abomination. 
Hand-sewed men's neckties, intended 
to "be sold- at -from 50 cents to $1 each, 
pay the maker 55 cents a dqzen. The 
ultra-respectable black collar for elder­
ly women. Yetailing for 50 cents, costs 
the vender for making less than l>,i 
cents apiece. Is it nothing to those 
who buy such things that chlldllfe is 
stitched into their seams? The Con­
sumers' League exists'to help these in-
articulate -workers to help themselves. 
It can succeed only by enlisting the 
co-operatiOn 'of buyers, for whose pro­
tection it haB provided a label of in­
vestigation and approval stating that 
the garment that beans It is "made 
under clean and healthful conditions." 

WITH THE BA0wr;.:|g| 

Love can live upon Itself alone, but 
friendship must feed on worthiness. 
Therefore, the way to secure a friend 
Is to be one.—C. F. Goss. 

The young are apt to think that rest 
means a cessation from all effort, but 
I Jiave found the most perfect rest in 
changing effort.—Gladstone. 

You cannot, in any given case, by 
any sudden and single effort, will to 
be true. If the habit of your life has 
been insincerity.—F. W. Robertson. 

To be gentle, generous, kind; to win 
by few words; and to disarm, criti­
cism, and prejudice through the potency 
of a gracious presence,* is a fine art.— 
Hubbard. 

A man Is relieved and gay when he 
has put his heart into his work and 
done his best; but what he h^s said 
or done otherwise shall give him no 
peace.—Emerson. 

Be'patient with everyone, but above 
all with yourself. I mean, do not be 
disturbed'.because of your imperfec­
tions, and always rise bravely from a 
fall.—Francis de Bales. 

The Republican -party throughout 
the United States is reeling from the 
effect of a series of heavy blows which 
tire shattering the organization 
through which it has controlled the 
national and many State governments 
tor sixteen successive years. Some of 
these blows are of a political nature, 
hut most of them take- the form of 
graft exposures. Practically every 
graft exposure of the last ten years 
has uncovered machinations of a Re­
publican machine intrenched in office, 
growing fat off public property. Right 
now these exposures are at a climax. 
Uninterrupted power, fostering confi­
dence, is shown to have bred corrup­
tion of amazing extent, in the nation, 
in the. State, in the municipality. 

Secretary Balllnger of the Depart­
ment of the Interior Is defending him-
self from scandalous' charges of com­
plicity in land frauds brought by the 
former chief forester, Gifford Plnchot. 
Into the Investigation President Taft 
himself has been drawn as a defender 
Of Balllnger. 

The sugar trust is shown to have* 
stolen immense sums from the govern­
ment by fraudulent weights, the New. 
York Sun's estimate of the theftaj be­
ing $30,000,000, and. while underlings 
are prosecuted the big offenders go 
free. The charge Is not denied that 
for a year after full Information of 
the thefts was placed before the- Re­
publican national administration the 
sugar trust went on robbing the gov­
ernment unchecked. 

In the New York State Legislature 
Senator AlldB, just after being elfected 
leader of the Republicans In the Sen­
ate, was accused of being a bribe-taker, 
and Senator Ben Conger brought proof 
to sustain hiB charges of wholesale 
corruption, extending over years," in 
the Republican legislative organization 
o» New York. Laws have been bought 
and sold as in a public market. 

Chicago has contributed its share to 
the exposures of graft, the conviction 
of Inspector Edward McCann for tak­

ing tribute from dlvekeepers being one 
of the most notable cases of successful 
prosecution of police corruption in his­
tory. 

Pennsylvania, rock-ribbed Republi­
can State, whose capltol is a monu­
ment to the corruption of Us Reput> 
llcan bosses. Is still in the grip of the 
party of plunder. Philadelphia, where 
it Is estimated Republican freebooters 
have divided ?50,000,000 in the last 
decade, has not shaken off the ring, 
which is as old as the city Itself, and 
the great strike which is now paralyz­
ing that metropolis is traced directly 
to the grafting politics. 

There are a few Republican grafterp 
In penitentiaries; there aye more of 
them at liberty, but down and out, dis­
graced. (Jhicago has furnished two 
convicts—John A. Linn and John A. 
Cooke. Washington has furnished two 
more, United States Senator J. R. Bur­
ton of Kansas and United States Sena­
tor John H. Mitchell of Oregon. Cooke 
and, Linn helped themselves to the 
funds of their offices as court clerks. 
Senator Mitchell was convicted of 
complicity In land frauds, such as are 
involved in the Balliuger-Plnchot con­
troversy. Sfenator Burton was con­
victed of attempting while' Senator to 
get a postal fraud order removed from 
a get-rlch-quick concern. 

Senator Chauncey Depew still sits 
as Republican Senator in Washington, 
but the disgrace of the Insurance scan­
dals causes him to hide his head, and 
no more' is his jaunty smile pictured 
In the press or his comment printed 
as the witty utterances of a "promi­
nent Republican." He is not wanted 
on the stump In any political cam­
paign; The "yellow dog fund" of 
II,200,000, the "house of mirth" at Al­
bany, and "my pestiferous friend up 
the river" are all being recalled by the 
Allds scandal, which gives pungent 
point to recollections of the Insurance 
scandals. 

Of all the scandals for which re­
sponsibility has been fastened on the 
Republican party the greatest In 
money Involved is the sugar trust 
smuggling case. After paying {2,100,-
000 to the government in settlement 
of evaded duties, the trust saw four 
of Its former employes—Charles Ke-
boe, Edward A. Boyle, Patrick J. {len-
nessey and John M. Coyle, sentenced 
to a year's imprisonment for under-
weighing frauds. Then the big men 
in the trust sat back and laughed at 
their punishment. The gigantic na­
ture of these frauds is told in records 
in the custom house. 

Albuiy, N. Y-, has long "enjoyed the 
reputation." of being the legislative 
graft center of the country—it is not­
able that Republican majorities have 
ruled in Albany with few lapses—the 
latest being the Allds scandal, grow­
ing out of a charge that the man hon­
ored by the Republican Senators as 
their leader had taken a {1,000 bribe 
for supporting a bill wanted by bridge 
companies. Corroboration has been 
given in the inquiry to the general be­
lief In organized barter of legislation 
by the Republican machine of New 
York State. When the investigation 
of the changes now pending is ended, 
there will come another into general 
legislative graft, and Republicans of 
New York are shuddering at the pros­
pect. 

Gov. Harmon .of Ohio Is giving a 
practical example of what a Demo­
cratic administration can accomplish. 
He has appointed a legislative graft 
probe commission which has uncover­
ed amazing graft scandals, which went 
unchedlted under Republican rule. 
Wholesale grafting in State printing 
contracts is disclosed. 

• . ; The Woriit to Come. . 
President Taft, standing between 

Aldrlch and Wetmore, again defends 
the tariff, but his words do not ring 
true and no one is deceived. The op­
pression of the new tariff law speaks 
more loudly to condemn' it' than Presi­
dent Taft in -its defense. The Aldrich-
Taft tariff is indefensible. The stand­
patters insisted on haste in getting the 
Aldrlch-Taft tariff law on the statute 
booksl They argued that tariff uncer­
tainty was "bad for business." 

Then they proceeded to frame a tar­

iff law that excels every one of its 
predecessors for uncertainty. It places 
a club In the President's - hands • by 
which he can keep foreign schedules 
open at discretion. For instance, at 
the end of March there is an auto­
matic advance of 25 per cent ad va-
loiem on all the schedules governing 
foreign Imports. The President Is em­
powered, at discretion, to nullify this 
automatic increase in the case of for­
eign nations that do not discriminate 
against us in their tariff laws. This 
is the so-called "maximum and mini­
mum" clause. 

Tariff war with Canada is already 
assured. It will doubtless be followed 
by a series of tariff wars with other 
countries. There will be reams of dip­
lomatic .correspondence, months and 
perhaps years of negotiations. Mean­
while the maximum tariff will go into 
effect against many nations. The Amer­
ican consumer's tax will get another 
boost. 

Expert authosities assert that the 
Aldrlch-Taft law, even without the 
maximum and minimum provision,' 
bears harder on American consumers 
than any of its predecessors. But the 
worst i& yet to come.—Chicago Jour­
nal. 

Trade War Inevitable. 
President Taft's diplomatic talent 

evidently Is not of an "order to per­
suade Canada to submit tamely to the 
arrogant demands of the Aldrlch-Taft 
tariff. Trade war with eur next-door 
neighbor and second largest customer 
aeemif Inevitable. 

Canadian exporters, huslly cultivat­
ing the South American and Asiatic 
markets which the United States neg­
lects, openly advocate standing firm 
against the Aldrlch-Taft tariff. The 
Canadian Manufacturers' Association 
Is rejoicing over the situation. Cana­
dian statesmen do not give the least 
intimation of yielding one point. Can­
ada has just entered on an era of won­
derful development. Canadians wel­
come the prospect of the Aldrlch-Taft 
maximum, because they realize that 
the ensuing Imposition of 33% per 
cent Canadian surtax on imports from 
the United States will shut out {100,-
000,000 of American goods each year 
and stimulate Canadian industries to 
a corresponding extent. 

The trade war cannot now be avoid­
ed. The consequences will be serious, 
and the United States will be the prin­
cipal sufferer. This country needs 
Canada more than Canada needs this 
country, and the short-sighted policy 
that erects a higher barrier between 
them will condemn itself, by Its own 
evil effects. Incidentally, the spectacle 
of the President of the United States 
eating humble-pie cannot fail to please 
Canadians, who have not forgotten the 
Insolent treatment accorded their own 
reciprocity envoys at Washington 
twelve years or more ago. 

Landillde In Bloiaacbnaetta. 
The biggest election landslide that 

old New England ever has experienc­
ed was the overwhelming election of 
Eugene N. Foss, of Boston on the Dem­
ocratic ticket, over William R. Bu­
chanan of Brockton, Republican, to 
represent the Fourteenth Massachu­
setts District in Congress, in comple­
tion of the unexpired term of the late 
Congressman Lovering, Republican. 

The plurality is 5,64ft. for Foss In the 
strongest Republican district In the 
State. Although aided . by Senator 
Lodge and Governor Draper, who 
stumped the larger cities, Buchanan 
was unable to keep the district, in the 
Republican column. 

Eugene Foss is a brother of Con­
gressman George E. Foss, of Chicago; 
who represents) the Tenth Illinois Dis­
trict. This is the first political vic­
tory of the Massachusetts brother, who 
has fought several notable .campaigns 
on the platform of Canadian reciproc­
ity. ' ̂  

The eyes of the nation were on this 
election as a straw showing how the 
political wind is blowing in national 
politics: The result Is taken to mean 
the downfall of. Lodge bossism, the 
dissatisfaction of the Cape Codders 
with the deeds of the present national 
administration, and as a direct Blap at 
the high cost of living. •» 

The sensation produced in Boston 
by the result knows no bounds. Gov­
ernor Draper, when asked for a state­
ment, said: 

"I haven't anything tfa say except 
that I am sorry. I am very sorry to 
see Mr. Foss elected." i 

He Doea Not Know. 
We desire to go on record with one 

prophecy: that Joseph G. Cannon .will 
go to his grave with a vague wonder 
what it was all about. He doesn't 
know; he doesn't even suspect. Not 
that Cannon is not Intellectually acute; 
his most vitriolic critic could not call 
him a fool. But he is morally obtuse, 
and the issue is moral. 

"The Speaker has said that an die-
phant could be put through the House, 
if the House so desired." shouted Mr. 
Clark. 

"The Speaker," retorted Mr. Cannon, 
who until now had watched the pro* 
ceedings in grim silence, "would be 
prepared to rule on that question 
whenever any gentlemdn thinks that 
the minority has become the majority, 
but that presents an entirely different 
Question from .the one now before us." 
! "Whenever any gentleman thinks 
that the minority ha3 become the ma-
jorlty." This Is the Cannon point of 
view. "A majority" to him does not 
mean more than half the members of 
the Houfee; the term is a technical 
one; it means simply that fraction of 
the portion of the House Svhlch origi­
nally elected him which has not yet 
repented of its action. This Is the 
"majority"; and it will be until the 
sun goes down on Cannonism.—St. 
Louis Republic. 

Self-Dental. -V-
Now there comes the startling rumor 

that the ultimate consumer, in a 
gram and surly humor, rising up 
his piece ao speak, 

Says, b'jings, he's getting tired, the 
commandment has expired, and 
no longer he's required to pre­
sent the other cheek! 

So with gracious condescension you 
will kindly give attention while 
he makes his little mention of 
his purpose, which, In brief, 

Is to make a speedy trial of a bit of 
self-denial, and, despite the 

i trust's decrial, quit the vice of 
eating beef! + 

—Chicago Tribune. t 

Seymour—Why'did you leave Flan 
nigan's boarding house? 

Ashley—There was too much sleight 
ofrhand work going on. 

Seymour—Sleight-of-hand work? 
Ashley—Yes; Mrs. Flannigan got the 

coffee and the tea from the same pot 
—Chicago News. 

Our thoughts are friends or enemies 
they are our glory or shame, our hap­
piness or miseiV. our solace or de 
struction—summed up they are th< 
Alpha and Omegas of life.—Lee. 

To borrow on usury brings suddes 
beggary—Dutch. . . / 

SPEAKER WHO HAS BEEN SHORK OF ̂ IS POWER. 

JOSEPH G, CANNON. 

For nearly a generation Speaker Joseph G. Cannon, the stormy petrel 
of Congress wihoSe wings were clipped by the Insurgents, has been a unique 
figure in public life. "The last of the frontier type of statesmen, of which 
Lincoln was first"—when a celebrity said that of "Uncle, Joe" some six 
years ago he was applauded for holding the mirror up to life, for pictures-
queness and plainness have been so developed and nourished by the seer 
of Danville that without them he would be Ilk? President Taft without the 
expansive smile, like Theodore Roosevelt without the teeth and eye-glasses, 
like "Buffalo Bill" without the long*hair and slouch hat. 

Biographlcally" speaking, Speaker Cannon comes of Quaker parentage 
and was born in North Carolina in 1836. He spent his boyhood in Indiana, 
and later moved to Illinois, where he.has lived' ever since, his home being 
in Danville. With the exception of one term, when he was kept at home by 
his constituents, he has been in. Congress since 1872, or nearly four de­
cades. Over a quarter of a century ago he was appointed by Speaker Car­
lisle a member of the committee on rules—the self-same committee over 
which the stirring battle has Just been fought in Washington. For many 
years he was chairman of the committee on appropriations, and' was knppn 
as "watchdog of the treasury." 

> Once upon a time, about,eight years ago, Mr. Cannon dictated an auto­
biography to a Washington correspondent. It was short, succinct and char­
acteristic. It ran: "Mr. Cannon was born of God-fearing and' man-loving 
parents. He made himself, and he did a darn poor job of It." •. 

In appearance Mr. Cannon is a rather slim man, about five feet and a 
half in height. Despite his 74 years he is as straight as an arrow. His 
rugged face is ornamented with a grizzled beard,'his upper lip being shaved. 
He is quick and. alert in his movements, his eyes have a youthful sparkle. 
In conversation he is almost as vehement as when making a speech.' 

In Washington years and years ago he became noted for hU keenness 
in debate. He is a master of satire, ot razor-like edge. In the thirty-six 
years tie has been at Washington. Mr. Cannon has helped write many an im­
portant law. In the Forty-third Congress as member of the committee on 
postoffices and. post roads he Introduced a bill changing the postal rates 
on second class matter, and aided in putting through the amfc^dtnents pro­
hibiting the distribution of lottery tickets and obscene UiteratuN^hrougi^ 
the mails. At the beginning of the war wih Spain Mr. Cannon as chJtv^maS 
of the committee on appropriations cautioned delay, but when it became evi­
dent that the war would come he put ip the bill appropriating 950*090,000 
for national defense. ' : \ 

At Danville Speaker Cannon has what is regarded as one of the best 
equipped private -libraries in the State, and when at home ho spends lours 
browsing on literature. He is ranked as a millionaire, having made liis 
fortune In the street railrcnd and banking business and In investments In 
•agricultural lands. In oratory Speaker Cannon Is galvanic. As he brings 
forth a new point he cqmes dancing forth on his tip-toes, swinging his'arms 
like the sails of a Dutch windmill,, upper-cutting and parrying and swing-

1 ing and sidestepping. There is a enylng in Illinois that he would not be 
able to make a speech in a twenty-foot ring. His speeches are well inter­
larded with biblical quotations, an occasional bit of near-profanity and al­
ways with parables and stories to back up each point. ^ 
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- Yorktown's surrender, every school child has learned, made the efforts 
of Britain to subdue the colonies hopeless. Penned in by the land forces 
of Washington and I^fayette on the one side and by the Frenoh fleet on the 
other, Cornwallis had no alternative but to surrender. The French have al- : 

ways claimed credit for .the victory at Yorktown, but American historians 
give to Washington the credit ol' the plan by which the British forces were • 
penned into the end of a peninsula by superior forces, and he commanded 
the allied forces before Yorktown. A marble monument which marks the 
scene of this great event was unveiled Oct. 19, 1885, having been erected by 
the United States. 

Cornwallis had been driven back to the coast in his effoAs to conquer 
Virginia by Lafayette. The young Frenchman won respect from the general 
who had boasted "that boy cannot escape me." Washington, from his posl-
tion on the Hudson river, saw the possibility^ of hemming in Cornwallis lbe^ 
tween the great French naval fleet under Count de Grasse, when that com­
mander sent a message from the West Indies that he was headed for Chesa­
peake bay, and had a sufficient land force. Cornwallis had deep water on 
three sides of him and a narrow neck of land in front; his expectation in 
retreating to Yorktown was to obtain aid from the British navy. ' 

Leaving the Hudson Aug. 19, Washington's army of 2,000 continentals . 
and 4,000 Frenchmen reached the scene of action-near Yprlctown Sept 18. . 
The French fleet had arrived in,Chesapeake bay Aug. 31, and Sept. 5 it de­
feated the British fleet sent from New York under Graves. Thus Cornwallis 
was cut off from aid by water, and Lafayette drew across the peninsula 
leading back to Virginia a string force. He was shut in hi3 "mouse trap,'' 
as the exultant Americans put, it. ' 

Cornwallis' army, which' numbered 7,247 men at the surrender, was 
nearly equal to Lafayette's 8,000 men—"and belter in quality," says Fl3ke. 
"for Lafayette's contained 3,000 militia." But the British general hesitated > 
to try forcing his way out by land, and he had no knowledge of Washington's 
movements. The arrival of the army under Washington Sept. 8 made an 
American force of 14,000 men before Yorktown. and with the French fleet 

.barring aid or escape by the sea, it became only a question of time when 
the British would surrender. Oct. 17. after some fighting that proved fruit-
tess for the British cause, Cornwallis hoisted the white flag, and the formal : 
Sirrender occurred two days^ater. 

The Flippancy of John. 
Mrs. Mott—What is a sympathetic 

strike, John? 
Mott—A sympathetic strike, my 

dear, is being touched for a quarter 
by a beggar with a hard-luck story.— 
Boston Transcript. 

An Overruled llnrtu ? 
In almost anything we do 

Some* dangers lurk. 
But one thing kills but very few, 

That's overwork. 
—Detroit Free Press. 

A Poem Tlint Pu!<l Somebody. 
"My new hat is a poem." she said, 

enthusiastically. 
"I have just received the bill for it," 

replied he. "I don't understand these 
stories of so many poets dying in pov­
erty."—Washington Star. v/;. 3 

Expensive Ltvlttflr. 
"An operation will cost you $500." 
"And is it absolutely necessary?" 
"You can't live without it." 
"Say, doc, the high cost of living 

can't al! be blamed on the tariff, can 
U?"—Philadelphia Public Ledgejr, 

SPLINTERS. 

Early callers—Alarm clocks. v 

You have got to dig deep if you want-^ 
to live high. 

When two women talk it Is usually 
a secret session. • 

It docsn t take much of a sprinter to 
run tor public office, 

Bessie—Gladys says that she hasn't » o 
au enemy in the world. Jessie—She 
i>rpbably never learned to play bridge 
whist. ,• 

You cannot always tell which way 
the wind Is blowing by watching the ' 
semaphores. * • 

You cannot blame a girl for asking 
a young man if ho would dye for her ; • -
if be has pale red hair. 

Bcyce—Is that man Smith really 
such an authority on music# Joyce— 
1 saw him throwing a brick at au 
orggan grinder. ;< 

lKtls—They say that the proof or 
the pudding is the eating thereof. ;.t 
Wills—Xot necessarily; one look will 
put you wise to the ,boarding houtv L 

kind.. . • • •-
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