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OW. our baby had never 
encountered a locked 
door. The lovesome 
pit-pat of his busy feet 
was herald at whose 
waning every door In 
the house swung open 
and over thresholds he 
went into assured wel­
comes. 

But we were plan­
ning a tree. And the 
library door was locked. 

He paused In his as­
cent of the stairs to 
button in a button that 

would not stay buttoned. It required 
much time.and he sat.down on the 
«tcp and With all his ten fat, wee fin-
Sera labored. Then, "Daa' a doodle 
ooy,w he objurgated himself as fite 
resumed his clftnb of the stairs, the 
Duttqh buttoned; "Das a daryin* ylttle 
gentleman!" 

He shook the knob. Waited, Jug­
ging on the toes of Mm and discours­
ing to Nicodemus. 

The door remained closed. 
Two fat palms smote ^t wrathfully. 
Open," he commanded; .^Jpeaso 

open dis door.1 

• Nobody answered. 
"P-o-o-r ylttle boy," he wheedled at 

keyhole; "sere ain't nobody 'lovoa. 
'lm." 

Nicodemus yapped and ma'de feints 
at desertion when a dog. barked out­
side. .Fawned back, and licked the. 
fingers where bread , and honey aroina-
lingered. Sat up and waved an affiblo 
•paw at him. 

He Bat down on the floor and gath­
ered his yellow, ddg into his pinafore • 
iand hugged. 

" .'Cept Nltodemus an* xnyssef,** he 
•said. 

Great-grand came up the hall. 
"Is you been a bad boy,' dreat-drau?" 

ho said. "Is you all shutted'out'"',,. 
. Great-grand sighed. 

"Seems like this horse Just will run' 
jaway," in doleful tone, "and I've got.a 
bone in my foot and I can't run after 
•him." 

. In a wink he was after the rampant 
isteed. Captured and mounted, rode 
It lordlly hither and yon, and when 
at last he came back from the breath­
less miles wo had slipped down the 
back way and at stairfoot waited. 

Slowly, with dignity, he dismounted,' 
put his steed in stall, came back to 
istalr-head, and, legs astride and head 
.thrown back, surveyed us from; the 
•heights of remembered injury. Be­
side him, perky, tongue lolling out, 
Nlbodemus squatted. 

Long legs; gathered to his cliln, 
great-grand ranged himself on the top 
step and twinkled. 

"Yes. sirs," quoth great-grand; 
"shutted us all out!" 

Our baby nodded confirmation and 
Nicodemus yawned in our 'factis. 

"Me'n mys Nitodemus an' niys dreat-
dran," he said. "An mys:'drea't-dran" 
is dot a bone In bis foot an't needed 
to kiss mys muwer." 

But for three long, days the library 
ddoor remained locked. 

And regularly, After each morning's 
breakfast, he mounted tlje stairs and 
tried the knob and cogitated to Nico­
demus, and poked broom straws under 
the door. 

Christmas eve we sat about a great 
open Are. Great-grand loved to dig 
and delve in the red-charred logs and 
imprison the swarms of rosy bees. 
Fascinated, I would watch the swirl­
ing upfled. sparks, wondering what 
phantasms of youth he saw all-beautl-.. 
ful in them, what faces went past In 
that rosy mirage that his own should 
wear so "tender an answering look 
Into eyes he alone was seeing. Some­
times our baby would come to stand 
between his knees, head leaned 
against his shoulder, and from within 
the encircling armB watch. Sometimes 
be would straddle one old knee and 
snug his head under the down-leaning 
•old chin, gold hair and white hair com­
mingled, and hand oyer the old hand, 
help the poker that: prodded,-and,piled 
the embers And the wide eyes se6med 
to be seeing with the old man's vi'slon-
lng, so united he would sit 

ChrlstmaB eve we sat about the 
great open fireplace. Great-grand sort­
ed and piled his red-charred logs. 
Grandmother was »atching, lost In 
idleness. Grand father had gone down 
cellar for apples and in my'lap .my 
baby was telling me secrets. 

REAL, SANTA CLAUS 

* 

i 

grandmother's kisses on the wee reet 
that never were ptlll.save in slumber, 
ftnd grandfather's proud look Into the 
unwlttins face following after, 1 bore, 
him away to his crib; so loved, so 
loved! . 

"Is Trismus turn?" 
I walcened with the words break­

ing the crystal of my dreams and kiss.- , 
trig. themselves against my lips . and 
a fat white body embracing my• headf 

"Yes,-sir." I managed to say through 
the strangling, armf of him. "Happy 
Christmas," Bob;fortShort!" ; -

"Happy . Christmas. Bob-for-Short!" 
echoed froiii the doijr,way; and "Hap-
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, €bri$tma$ 0ay 
Tortile* and reign with gentle 

sway, 
Thr King of- Love WAS born 

tpday. 
No palace walls enclosed him 

round, ' 
5But in%a manger was he found! 
Xhat so/ the .boastful world 

• * flight see 
The greatness of humility* 

He dime, A child, in Icvely 

Sttkf so A child might seek his 
/ • face; 
,op poor was he, the humblest • 

born 
Might come, without A fear of 

scorn* 
To all mankind he showed the 

way, 
And ushered in the dawn of 

day. • \ 

And so, with grateful love 
arid• praise, 

. We hail this blessed day .of 
days. 

The children's Joy, the. poor 
. man's, feast, -

:".Thc srar of hope to great And 
'• • least; 
When holy angels come to 
W >W , . 

brthl 1 mr.s'a 
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He' Had NeJ/er. Ovyped a Kliten. 

py Christmas,'Bob-for-Sliorl^" floated 
in from. beyend -the east 'and west 
shoulders ot gri^grand. 

He islioute'd. Hq danced. Never be­
fore hatlhe been Weir by all the. fata-
ilj' at crlb-slde. He jiggnd all over the 
bed, ,;'.trlclslirig i blarneynients and 
laughteM at ihe three gray heads that 
waggled. In unconscious ' tune to the 
.prnnclngs of Jiim: 

Tlfien, all Ills yellow body aparit with 
haste, Nicodemus hustled his fat self' 
up the stairs Into the fun he was 
missing, and in his wake. Katy frqn^ 
her kitchen. • '' "" 

And with a "Happy. Christmas to 
,yez, MIsther Bob-fer-Sh'ort." she set 
a gray kitten on the floor.' " 
'/ •We were all very'stllli.as. he. slipped 
from the. bed. and airproacheff tha kit­
ten. had .never owned ii kitten." He 
eyed it In raptured silence. "Mecu," 
said the kitten. „ '•• 

Into his cheeks the-red crimsoned. 
"Oh!" he gasped: t'wad you t^ffi-titty; 
pease.wad you tall!" And shis wagged 
her tall and arched her back against 

^ his. feet and cajoled him, and as he 
We gatherea her Into his nightgown and 

UIVB 

IN&POPE& 

On the question, "shall there be a convention to revise the Constitution, and amend the'same" there were: 
In Adams, 70, yes, 72 no; in Bremen, 38 yes, 83 no.; In Coffin's Grove, 98 yes, 64 no; in Colony, g» yes, 100 no; In Delaware Precinct, 33 yes, 6 no- In Delaware 

township; 63 yes, 60 no; in Delhi, 50'yes, .80. no; in Earlville, 71 yes, 95 no; in Elk, 6» yes, 60 no; to Haiel Green, 43 yes, 94 no; Jn Thorpe, ,9 yes, 10 no- in Edge-
wood, 43 yes, 50 no In Hopkinton, 76 yes, 109_.no; In Manchester, 1st ward, 66 yes, 41 lio; in Manchester, 2nd ward, 146 yes, 80 no; In Manchester, 3rd ward 67 yes 65 
no; In Milo, 41 yes, 52 no; in North Fork, 18 yes, 20 no; in Oneida, 19 yes, 25 no; in Prairie, 40 yes, 68 no; In Richland, 60 7es, 61 no; In Sand Spring 21 yes, 40*'no 
Total no 1301*, yes 1220. . v. ,. ' 

For surveyor W. V. Keith received 1 vote in Hopkinton; for surveyor P. B. WheeleBS received 1 Tote in Hopkinton; for surveyor, J. P Thing received 1 vote In Hop­
kinton; for surveyor Frank McDonough received 1 vote In Sand Spring; for surveyor Tom Wilson received 1 vote in Adams, 1 in Colony' 5 in Delaware township 3 In 
Delhi, 5 in Earlville, 2 In Edge wood;-4 in Manchester, 2nd ward, 4 i.n Manchester, 3rd ward, and 3 in Oneida precinct; for surveyor D.O.Potter received 1 vote in Dela­
ware Township, 1 in Earlville and 1 in Manchester. 3rd ward; for surveyor E. J. Carpenter receive® 2 votes in Earlville; for surveyor Abe Landls received 1 vote in Col­
ony; for surveyor A. J". Eaton received 1 vote in Edgewood; for surveyor J. W. Hartman received 1 vote in Milo; for surveyor Mike Gaffney received 1 vote in Adams- for 
surveyor H. J. Vanfleet received 1' vote in Bremen. ' 

For Judge of District Court E M. Carr received 1 vote in Colony. l vote in Hopkinton, 1 vote lm Milo; for Judge of District Court James Martin received 1 vote in 

Judge of District Court A. P. Lee received 1 vote in Richland. 
For Representative in Congress in Third District L. M. Hawver received 4 Votes in Adams, 1 in Delaware, 3 in Delhi, 1 In Earlville. 1 in Elk 3 in Hazel Gre«n is t„ 

rood, 3 in Manchester 1st ward, 1 in Manchester 2nd ward, 1 In Manchester 3rd ward, 1 in Milo. / ' ' . ' ln Edgewood, 

>*1* 

listened ' beyond the singings of the the white fat bar6"legs ran with their 
flames; beyond the delicat* soft sing- treasure, she broke Into. loud, silken 
tag and the sighing and tie laughters purrings. And Nicodemus sulked and 
of tbera, the wind In the chimney, fell into a helpless yellow bunch of 
From the end of the new back-log the protest, when tlj? gray kitten was held 
saps distilled, all the(summer's rains -to his nose for a kiss. > saps 
and dews and green growings In thSlr 
whicker-whicker. We had hated to 
shut out the skleB, so divinely near 
they closed in upon earth, with their 
starry strands garlanding the rim of 
hills.. Our baby had seen his first me-; 

.tebr—a feathered trail of ethereal fire ' 
and a soundless splendor as the me­
teor burst and blggened into a globe 
of slysian azure, and went out And-
the black violet skies seemed yet • 
deepller black with that blue glory 
memorled against them, and the stqrs ; 
pallid and cold. And my baby won- ' 
<lered If there: might not be' another 

^hrlstmas baby, In that blue glory. He 
pndered whether. If we'd go out, we 
ght. not find a few boys and girls-

arih Babies that got left over, when 
God forgot who had asked to have 
•sumo left at their houses. He wished 

.Jie'd been there that nigbt at the ox-
,Jj0n's inn, to see the little child. So"s caughf the. muraiur jjts ho inventoried. 

j "Das a yi'ttle 'tend horse." He paused 

And we all dawdled until Katy's 
bell rang third summons to breakfast: 

*' He went up the stairs alone. Then 
Nicodemus. ' Then Great-grand. Then 
I. And then the rest of his adorers.' 

He stopped at the door. 
•'open thb door, sir." said grapdfar 

ther. 
VTnrn on^, muvver," he said, reach­

ing Mind Into' my hand. 
»e^PPed over the threshold 

•togAhWr•'•' . ; 
The room was darkened. Tho flr&-. 

light dulle'l behind a screen, . in" the 
center ot the room a low. fair-branched 
young eedpr tree gleamed like a great' 
jewel.' § !' 

My hand forgotten, he circled the 
t r e e .  . . . . . .  

' 'Hound;and' 'round. And we 'alter. ' 
"Das a mo' bu-tl-ful drum." ' we 

he could have brought It homo to his 
own set's bouse. He wanted a baby 
so bad. And even his sweats-freighted 
babble picked up that blue sky-mlBtcry 
and wondered about It. And bis eyes 
were'wide and fathomlessly' sweet in 

:the firelight, and his band clung all 
the while to my face and deared It, 
and wove heavenly weave Into my life 
in every least little touches of It to 

to jog it and jn ecstasy watch its .-tall 
go up'and dowp. "Das a ylttle .toad-, 
frod in dat -bid marble. How you 
s'pose It-dot in?" He tarried to in­
vestigate," andj Bet it rolling", for the 
kitten to obase. Nicodemus thought 
It was meant ,for him, and^when he 
collided with .the kitten, cowed . ani 
scared and muttering, he fled'.to a dis­
tance and yapped at ball ai)4: kitten..: 

And the inventory,went.on:-i. "Das a 
my lips, my cheeks, and in the com- ^oW (wnths.', ylke mys Dreat-dran Ib 
ings home of it to slip Into my bosom dot." 'He tarried- to hunt a pocket, and 
and there nest. j deposit his watch therein,-. But 'first-

Then we told him that It was .going ii,e held. it„tp ,ear. And-the murmur 
to bo the Christmas baby's birthday : resumed: ' "Dat waths 1B def an' dum, 
tomorrow, ,and . because we so, love too, a pltur.e-but an' das a.pltura* 
God's little son we give, year,^ after ; but .aiU das1 aL piture-but,,;. d*»-, 
y e a r ,  a l l  l i f e  l o n g ,  g i f t s  t o  h i m  a r i d ' t o  c i o i i s ! ' * ' .  " * f  

•oach other on that day. And the . Apd^phrlstmgs WAS on for Bob-foi^~ 
library , door, tomorrow, would be' un-' shprt.—^Nett^York lm 
locked, and a surprise inside for us ' 

ndependent. 

each and all. 
"Draclous!" was his sole comment; 

The flattering -Tongue. : ^ 
"I say, waiter,.- this isn't beefsteak; 

and slowly the happy eyes slipped it's leather!" 
•from us behind their curtain-fringes, "Oh,..we fought we could ofTer that 
the littk, warm body lay heavy in my to monsieur without causing mpnsleur 

Slowly Great-grand unbullded any inconvenience." " « s; -; arms. 
the house -of red embers, and coming 
•over took the little sleeper Into his 

• ariqs, rocked.and crooned and hugged 
aBd—.Go&Mesaed.-Jilin. _And jrith 

an excellent Bhort 
Story . published not 
long ago, O. Henry 
gave to his shop-girl 
Ijerolne a colossal char­
acter, emphasized that 
ln;.her were combined 
the notable attributes 
of . Hercules. Joan of 
Arc, Una. Job and Lit­
tle Red Riding Hood. 
And at this season of 
the year—"glad Christ­
mas days"—It easily 
might Beem to a less 
sympathetic persop 

than the regretted O. Henry that , the 
shop-girl most stands in need of the' 
strength"of'Hercules, the heroism of 
Jogp of Arc, the truthfulness and oth-
'(T' singular excellencies of Una, the 
patience of Job. Think what it' must 
mean, from eight to six. or eight to 
ten, as the case may be, to face and 
serve the rattled throngs that are nof 
surging through the shops,, think ,6f 
the strain on endurance and nerve, on 
temper and manners; The wonder is 
not that she often comes up to the de­
mand? on her, but that Bhe ever does.; 

Some of the veterans, survivors of 
many' hard-fought Christmas* battle­
fields, are marvels; may be seen A 

,fag-end of day still alert, though droop-
lngly so; still cleaVhpaded, though 
with conscious effort; still with cour­
teous attitude, in theif'iserving, though 
those 'they serve have :lost the last 
shred of any politeness' with whioh 

..they may have started out. 
Compare the mariners of some 

.spoiled darling, some Indulged, arro­
gant child of wealth, with the dignity 
and patience and sweetness often 
shown by the girl behind the counter. 
The one self-centered, of most restrict­
ed vision, captious, petty; the other 
self-effacing, far-seeing, charitable, 

;blg. Caleb ln search of a wife might 
well pursue his quest along the aiBles 

-of the big stores, find womanly Ideal 
standing there behind the counter. 
; They are not all caricatures of fash­
ion, with- hair tortured into lateBt ex­
aggeration, frocks cheap copies ol 
showy splendors; not all more given 
tq powder arid rouge than to soap and 
water. And ln the attainment ot the 
so highly-desirable neatness and trlm-

.nesB heroism again has to come to the 
fore, jit is no easy, matter after long 

•hours of labor to labor more,' take 
pains for personal cleanliness, sew and 
darn when eyes are heavy, back la 
aching. Heroines' every one of them 
that make a good show. 
Al know a glrl-ln a fashionable-candy 

• shop-^hat everyi other night washes 
and Irons that she may be presentable 
the next day. Her moderate wage li 
the-chlef part of the family support, 
there is not'enougb money for enbugh 
blouses to last the"week, and so the 
inidnight laundrying Is done as.a mat­
ter-of course. But how pretty and 

TUBS xma learners. 
What little mothers they are, a lot 

ot them, simple affectionate, domestic 
creatures—though so often character­
ized as vain, shallow, foolishly am­
bitious, thinking only of dress and 
"dates." I know one girl that worked 
in one of the department stores which 
keep open evenings at Christmas time, 
who the night before Christmas did 
not leave the store until midnight 
then after traveling an hour on the 
street cars to her home stayed up 
hours to trim a wonderful Christmas 
tree for the children of the family, the 
bunch of little ones the poor seem al­
ways to have with them. I know an­
other girl that at this season goes 
down unusually early mornings to ar 
nanee "stock," comes honx» u""--- '• 

"Why select rue?" ¥ 
"Well,, monsieur has 

teeth."—Leslie'a. 
• ;..7, ,v-1. '• 

such superb 

8ew and Darn When Eyes Arc Heavy. 

Ate evenings; tout after dinner cti*ev 
fully tkfrs' kitchen apron and helps 
with giant plum puddlug aad other 
Christmas preparation that yearly Is 
repeated in honor'of old England and 
the home left behind when there was 
made search for fortune in the rich 
land of America. These are just two 
instances, the one quite commonplace, 
unheroic, hut you may pick up a few 
for yourself by eavesdropping a bit in 
your shopping; observing among the 
buyers the many shop-girls purchasing 
toys and silver "pusher," children's 
gloves and sweater* or gray dress for 
mammy, muffler for daddy. .. 

Of course there is any number of 
pert* incompetent girls that wait on 
hapless customers, rather keep hap-
less customers waiting, but they have 
been pictured with enpugh frequency, 
this sort repeatedly held up as typical, 
thereby obscuring the virtues of the 
many worthy ones following the pro­
fession of "waiting on," For some time 

sweet and fresh the girl does manage Ef®1 1 bave boen gathering data, ma-
to look in her snowy white and well !?ng exPerimeiit; and have found it her snowy white and well 
brushed black; much better dressed, 

j flfee seems, to,me, than the woman of 
the rule rather than exception 

leets 
that 

courtesy meets with oourtesy. "Soft 
aod_falr go far in a day" not onlv on 

voz ti Tne miles ot space in 
a huge department store. 

A man said to me recently: "How 
little of church is brought Into the 
Christmas of today." And how sadly 
true this is—"church" ln this connec­
tion standing for whatsoever things are 
lovely, .whatsoever things are good, of 
full import to all religions. And bully­
ing and bullyragging a shop-girl at 
this season seems about as far from 
"lovely arid good" as one may wander. 
Put yourself in her place, remember­
ing' provlous failures of your own 
when bodily weariness snapped 
strained nerves, broke down poise. 1 

Ye gods and little fishes. In what 
condition is the shqg-glrl to "enjoy" 
Christmas! I am sure it I were she 
all I would ask ot good Saint Nicholas 
would be a dark, airy room far, far 
away from people (from man, and es­
pecially woman); a great, soft bed • 
inhere I could stretch out long and 
wide; silence and Bleep forever and 

forever. No dreams to disturb that 
sleep; no vision of past haggling, no 
vision of wearisome "exchanges" to 
come. 

But the reality Is a long way from 
this that I would ask. Do you suppose 
such a proud wage earner as she 
would be content to let Christmas day 
go by without displaying wealth and 
power? No. every dependent in the 
household must partake of her bounty, 
every pensioner be given good proof 
of what it means to have her dress up 
and go down town every day. Noth­
ing of niggard Is the .shop-girl at 
Christmas, she is as much a Lady 
nounllful as any millionairess of them 
all. V 

What a creature! A "Hercules, a 
Joan of Arc, a Una, a Job" and a 
Lady Bountiful on eight dollars and 

,less a week! 
' (Copyright. 1910.j 

| A Merry Christmas 

All- over the country, all over the 
world—a few years hence it will be 
also all through the air—sounds the 
greeting Merry Christmas! On the 
sea and land, in the palace and in the 
hovel, in the hospitals and In the pris­
ons, ln the asylums amid the orphans 
and ln the homes for the friendless 
and for the aged, wherever even two 
pqrsons meet who know and love the 
story of Christmas, the greeting Is ex­
changed. Where can there be a par­
allel to the universal greeting? IB 
there any other sentiment that has 
the sovereignty ot this cheerful and 
heartfelt word? It travels through 
the mails like nothing so much as the 
doveB to the altars of which the Scrip­
ture speaks, for surely the sentiment 
flits from altar to altar ot the hearts 
of men .and is aa gentle as the dove. 
Grudges and animosity vanish before 
the watting ot Christmas greeting, the 
smile of hope Illumines the counte­
nances of. those under the nau at 

presslon, uie atinpiea cneeu or the 
babies aeem like veritable nooks tor 
fairy hiding aa the lips coo in response 
to the Merry Christmas, with the little 
emblem of the day that comas to the 
infant from its loving parent In the 
days of romance hostile forces passed 
upon the field, sheathed their swords 
and clasped hands across the battle 
line, greeting one another with the 
sentiment of universal good' will. 
Merry Christmas has brightened more 
hearts, has healed more grievances, 
has ..brought more happiness to the 
lives of men and women, has proved 
to be the tallsmanlc sentiment for 
more home reunions than any other 
that has ever been heard in this old 
world. 

Christmas stands for love and for 
charity, for hope and tor joy at the 
fruition ot that long-made promise of 
the prophet of the coming of one who 
should bring peace and good will to 
earth; so the churches hold their serv­
ices and ihe people congregate to 
join in singing or to listen to the ren­
dition of csrols, some of whleh have 
come down from the early ages of the 
church. The children have their 
ChrlBtmas treats, and they are the 
very merriest of the merry in their 
participation in these ««""•«' school 
festivals. 

THE IDEAL WORKSHOP. 
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that its Edt-
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you will say 

And tbe Jollieit and belt old work­
man In tbe world. 

CHRISTMAS TIMK. 

1 bave often thought of Chrlitmu 
time, when it baa come round, a£art 
from tbe veneration do* to Its .acred 
name and origin, if anything belong­
ing to it can be apart from that—aa a 
good time, a kind, forgiving, charit­
able, pleasant time.—Charlea Dlokana. 
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Perfaot Coating for Hams. 
"Hrailln" is the name of a sub­

stance that is used In Bohemia to coat 
hams. It is as pliable as rubber, taste­
less and harmless, and keeps the hams 
—also meats, eggs, etc., perfectly 
fresh almost indefinitely. The mras-
lln can twi peeled from tbe bam almost 
as easily as the akin from a banana. 

Brooch from Lump of Co.lT. 
A brooch made out of a lump of 

coal Isn't so Valuable as a diamond 
brooch, but It has the merit- of rar-
\t?. An Englishwoman possesses one, 
which was carved for her by a miner, 
with'the aid of a knife and file. The 
design IB a star, showing up against 
a rough cast background. 


