il ing i

b

VOL.1V.

e —— =

OUR COUNTRY—HE

R COMMERC

OTTAWA,ILLINOIS,

E—AND HER FREE INSTITUTIONS .

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY g,

1044

1.

NO. 33.

From the Democratic Review, January Nu;
A RECENT RANBLE
JAmong the Peasantry of England.

BT JUDOK CARLETON, OF LOUVISAN A,

Most bouks of travels in foreign coun-
tries abound in details about kings and pal-
aces, lords and ladies, but say nothing of
the condition of the pesantry ; the class
of mankind by whose humble lubors the
rest are fed.  Nor can just information be
had from citizens easually metin public
vehicles, taverns, or steamers. ‘I'o under-
stand the subject, I was, therefure, com-
pelled to enter their cottages and examine

‘roof. The earth round &l

roof and sides were half conceiled under
the voluminous ivy, However beautiful
it seemed at the approach, it was, within,
the sbode of poverty and destitition.
The children were huddled together in
one corner of the chimney striving to

kindle a fire with sticks picked up unler

the hedges, 10 boil a dinner of wrnips;
the entire plant being cut up root and 1op,
and scusoned with lard, ‘T'he mother

{gpoke with some emotion when she allu-

ded to the wunts of Ler ehilidren, which
she could not relieve, T asked permis-
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for mysell, in all the sues of Europe
through which [ passed, especially in

England, where 1 resided, at iutervals, | stench were msupportably offensive; but ! fur cither |

more than twenty months,
When I first saw that beautiful Eng-
land, its roads, bridges, hedges, Lills and

valleys, fields and forests; the green carth |a weleome by distributing a few penee fund a bougd

sprinkled with cottages, to which the still
greener ivy clung; here, though I, hapi-
ness has fixed hier earthly home.  Yetan

* veeasional glanee at the interior of their
liouses on the nearer approach of the ve-
hicle, and the aspect of 1he ragged child-
ren about the doors, filled me with dis-
trust,

Being told that the peasantry, here
culled laborers, lived in great abundance
and content in Sumersetshire, thither |
set out from London in November, in
1842, by the Svuthempton railway w
Winchester, where 1 took a seat, about
sunset, in a coach fur Winesnton,

The iwerior of an English conch is u
prison-house, where a man of ordinuy
slature cannot streteh his limbs wor ook
out upon the country through its varrow,
and ill-contrived window. ‘T'he Frenel
Diligence is gremly 1o be preferred ;
though wncouth and clumsy, they are
mwore comfortable and safe, and move
with equal speed, 'The seais are all under
cover ; whereas the Lnglish are perched
on the outside upon naked wooden benel-
es, flanked with small iron rods that ehute

and cut the flesh, exposed 1 the uneeas- |

ing rains and chilly winds of their re-

morseless climute.  heir exactions upon

travellers ure moreover, so enormons, that {apnin overflowed at she showed

the third classes, as they are called, are

glad to compound for mere teansportation, |
like the caule, in their steamers and rul |
cars, with whom they are ofien seen i |

elose alliance, I

Our progress was suildenly arrested by  She blushed deeply, for want Liad not ex- | b

a wagon sunk to the axle in the sofl,
ehalky earth of newly-made road, tirougly
which we waded ou foor more than hulf |
a mile, leaving the empty vehiele 1o be
dragged by the horses.
a preuy, fragile ereature, was 0 over-
come by exposure to the weather, that |
the guard, touched with compassion,
translerred her to the inside, where a kind |
gentleman and mysell restored  her 1o
speech by rubbing her hands and throw- |
ing our cloaks about her hali frozen|
limbs,

We arrived at Wineanton at six o’clock .
in the morning, when the guard presented
himsell for his usual bonas., 1 followed
the example of my neighbor and gave |
him a half-crown, and two shillings more |
to the driver, making aitogether one dol- |
lar and five cents tax upon each traveler, |
independently of the fare, which is bily

try of Europe.

At ten o'clock, T hired a earriage, and :
accompanied by two gentlemen, went
three miles 1o Stoney Stoke and Shej
Montagu, two villages in which the la- |
borers are clustered in considerable num- :
bers, I addressed myself 1o an clderly
woman, one of the principal persons
among them, who for eight pence—which
she said was a day’s wages—undertook
*to be my guide. She was regardel with
much consideration wherever she appear-
ed, for she was rich, having a beter fur- !
nished house than her neighlogs, mnrci
cups and saucers and plates of crockery,
five or six chairs, a good deal table, two
beds of dust, that is, oat chafl, a cat and
A pig.  She was the mother of three chil-
dren, whose labor brought something to
the common stoek § lier husband received
nine shillings a weck, and she tasted meat
three days out of seven,

In the second coutage we visited, there
were six in the family, scantily fed upon
potatoes and sah, with an occasional loaf
of white bread. "Fhe mother's time being
bestowed mostly upon her infant children
that multiplied rapidly about her, they
were maintained by the husband alone,
whose innrmities prevented him from
eariting more than six shillings a week,

The floor was of broad ill-assorted
stone; the rool of siraw ; the interior
whitewashed and the exterior of a yellow-
#h hue; the walls, ns are those of most
English coutages, being built of rough
stone, having one room below, twelve or
fifieen fevt square, and another above stairs
of tlie same dimensions, but low and in-
eonvenient from the depression of the

sibn o go up stairs: she hesitated
guide shook her head, and 1 desisted,

[She alierwards told me, that the ilth and

on explanmg my motive, she made no op-
| position to a similar request,
| Here, as everywhere else, T purehased

among the children, and occasionally put-

g a piece of silver into the hands of the |

[mnthers.

I entered a third Iere the
fgreen earth smiled apuin, as did the mod-
est furze and glossy holly, that feli not

eabin.

much ke the first.  Near the middle sat
tie mother peeling potawes, which she
threw into a pot at her side hall filled
with water.  Lintodueed myecll on eves
ry aeeasion by saving, that I came from
beyond the seas, and wished o inform my
Ceaunttymen how the laborers lived in

{ Bnglal, Sixpence brought forth wil-

Jing answers o interrogatories which 1)1

put w ihiout stint,

| How many have
I,“I':i;_:l:i." “What did they feed upon this
{mutning M—sPowmtoes.”  “What will _
| Yot dive them lor dinner 2" “lhese |u|-I
tatoes Fou gee me pecling.”” S Nothing |
|I'I.-v " ENoj nothing else.” s Huve .
vou no meat, no milk, no botter for|
[them 7 She mude no reply, fixed her!
[eves upon them and =ebbed alowd,  But
her countenance suddenly brightened into

l'll”:!tl’ll

a smile, and ghe smd with a elenr voiee,
' Phank God salt 1s cheap." Bot her
oy was & transiont beam for her eves |
me her

eldest davghiter, fourteen years af
whom shie made nse 1w ler feet,

tattered garments searecly

ngre, |
Her
voncealed her
$eX 3 it left her bare o her knees Lelind, |
while it dangled w the gronnd i front,

tnguished the modesty ol nature, as her
mather drew nside the rags that eovered
her snowy

shin—""1"hesc."” =uid she, !

sare ull the elothes my ¢hild

15 abliged 1o stay at home o ke eare nfJ
the children.”  "This was palpably lrm-.l
for her wasted form tottered under a Inr:-i
den that would soon wmld another inmate
to this abode of m'rwr_\'. I

The other chilidren were grouped m‘ur{
the elder sister, sitting on the naked
liearth,—"T'eir Linle hands and feet wi re |
red with cold : their Teatiires were sol in;
melancholy 5 they were not playful, as
became their innocent years: no, it has |
been truly said, that the ehildren of the
Lnglish poor know no childhond ' Sor- |
row begins with life ; they are diseiplined
to privation from the craudle. From the !

(eradle did I say '—1 saw no eradle, and I [yers say, for he is master
per cent. higher than in any other coun- | verily beheve that such a luxury was nev- | above the surface.

er known by the elild of an English la- |
hurrr.
In the corner of the chimney was an

faggots to a fire intended 1o boil the po-|
tatoes,  “Who is that 2" <Itis old M. |
——, he has no home and we lets him |
sty with us,” He was cighty-three |
vears of age, and partook with the chil-
dren lits purli:m ol polatoes and salt,

I asked one of the lile girls, where
was the cat? ‘Flie mother answered they
bad none, “for a cat nsust eat.”  «Have
you a dog?™ “No, we cannot keep a
dog, besides ke disturbs the game|
“But you have a cock to c®w for duy 2"
“No, we have none.""

I felt a sort of horror come over me at
the absence of these animals, saered to ey-
ery household—ithe cat, the companion
and pastime of linle ehildren; the dog,
the well-tried trusty friend of man; the
cock, whaose joyous song hails the coming
day—yet poverty, that biner, blighting
curse, has expelled even these from the
cottages of the English peasant, +Can
your husbund read 1"

“¥Yes, he can read (he easy parts of the
Bible,"

“Can you read?"

“No, I never went to school,*

“How many apartments are there in
your house I"

“I'wo, one below and anothor above."

“May | go up stairs 2"

Sne was evidently unwilling; my guide
gave me a discouraging look ; 1 persever-
ed, and awcended a dirty, rickeny flight
of steps 10 a chamber where the whole
family slept. Near s narrow, broken

alike,
in polities, and as teuly Xmerican
the navigation of the secas by fire
sweam.

the

e e - : e
wout looked | window stood u wooden frame on four | edness, ‘Iheir v
. g = |

green and smiling in November, and the

fegs, on which were luid transverse |
that sipported a Led of ost-chaff,
up in a dirty, tattercd sack, over
waos spread a coarse woolen sheet

holes,
floor in a corner, over which was streteh

ed a sort of blanket torn to rugs.  Het

| voungest who lay with their parens
The fite of the oll man at wpht wos
made known to me, nor did 1 anguire,

{sat; ahox occupied as 4 seat by the
dest duughtee; two broke

n chairs un

my guide or my<ell: fourteer

or filteen articles of cr
[ plates, saneers and cups; 4 fepot; twe
or three smidll fron v
(]

1.1
U ble, sustivined hy tfl;l-_;ml:

bars, fustened with nails. On the wall
under & broken picea of plate g

| \ ki
3 Witk 1a

I plin, fringed st the bottom, the : are higher in the north, deereasing 1=
|only teetimonial of neatness that poverty | wards the south until shey fall 10 seven

‘II‘[ Llj

ineliding

Tord,

e

L4}

apparel of man, wile, ant

| No other building but the cottage in

fwhich he lives, is
Haborer.

soine eort
Hing of ma
for cow has its stble,
stored with provender, Hard by s a
meat-honse, wlere hangs, unprotected by

wit or bar, many a broadside of bacon,

{ ham or shoulder, in reserve for a rainy

vatubles of every name amd nature
jar, and . Here the roold housewile
Gnlers, on proper occasions, by a door
not much Lwger than herself, anid forth
comes an abundance that would feed an
entre village of Enalish laborers.

fowls, wo, have thee house, from whose

. |
braad beam he enck flings lus Jovous

Hotes o the l:iﬂl mt hills. .\iur‘ Is ill(‘ lt";_'
torgotton 3 being fed w repletion, he do-
zes wll iy o s Reonnel, vieorous and ro-
treshed for the vigils of the mght—"1"here
15 also d contrvance unknown to arehitee.
ture, called a erid, whence

MlZe ey h%
!

the modest
dog out of the earth, watered by o L.

tken without st 3 next
Hk=house, whose floor is

tin and busins and erocks of milk and

iter, sheliered and amply seeured by g

[eovenng ol bourds, whieh hunger pever | haanl

drives men w break through and st el

Liast and least may be s en, |

‘s stare
of that delicious plant, never wsted by
our Linglish friends, the sweel pouoe.
The dwi ing-house, for so the propei-
etor calls the eabin in the West, that shels
ge, be-
tween which the winds whistle, raising

ters bits Lomily, 15 ofien built of I

clouds of ashes that sometimes expel tie
immates ; vel the walls are well
with wearing and bed apparrel 1 the table
is loaded with plemy, and in lis risl
hand is o vote that wils o Congress,  [le
the of the Ll he cultivates,
down to the centre of the earth, anld when
he grows rich, as he ecertainly will, he

18 owner

may build his castle ad coliem, as law-
l!ll il“
He sows his ficlds o

ul
=)

eat the [ruie

not according to MeCulloush or Say, but
practically 5 for he knows when Lis -
dustry yields more than he spends, and
by applying the same rule to his neigh-
bhors and the

nation, he ascermins with

{arithmetical cerwinty on which side the
| )

ing linked with the public goud, he takes

istration of Lig own hovschold.  He lives

under nsttutions for wlich there 18 no 0wl

precedent in history 3 a soeidl partnership
not ol money, but of cqualy rights,
which every one hus shure and share
It is a contrivance altngetlior new

as Is

In England thero ara five millions that

cultivate the earth, and eix that labor inly

the manufacturies, who have no share in

from the winds, Goaded glinost to mad-

ness by privation and want, they are al-| il the

Witys ll,'il(ll\' o aoveruen that government

Lvery movement is towards #evolution ;
whereas in Ameriea the diseontent of the

institutions which they ean amend or ab-
regate al will,

I visited eleven cottages whose condi-
tion differed only in the degree of wretch

slept all the children, except the two

rlues, hung ‘

'The |

r 1]
g W
§f III'II‘III i

hereaf, and with the ormpl.]q'l
‘hv woull gladly feed lis hungry relations |
in England, if their oppressors would!

on T old man, sitting on lis haunches, putting | peemit him.  Heo isa political economist, |

! 1mlnes,
to which they can owe no allegiance. | landlords themselves

ants secmed in every d

| stockings, though the wea

el and cold.  The walls were white-wasliei

fof good housewifery.

- | 'Ple fruits of their joint lsbor were sper

1| mear but four davs in the week,

Iy wf'l'r.u".:nmfl!l;nl a pig,the second T saw in the [and in 1

| village; but peither cat por dog,

: g o o ” y »
essuls for cooking, | husband, she smd, cou'd rend ; und as 1| slice at the calls of appetite.

I held out the pruyer-book teken from the
g | shell, she said she read it often.

The wages of the luborer in I':”'c-_:E““‘

T'he whole ehatel u:i:.t[t'.;.-iill[lu_:s per weck. ‘leir writers on

iunl the realm, st cigliu-and-sixpence, o

wlieh one-snd-sixpence 18 weekly pai

\
HY)

cduention of the entive faly.

!
!
|
[ the rich.

The appearance of a stiranger and the

youl™ fday or the arnval of a friend, with other | nature of his visit brodght me to the ae- |
« i pot, | Quaintance of the farmers who rent the
|I.mai-4 of the proptietors and employ lu- |

borers to cultivale them. They hold the
[ midile state, betweoen the Jopdly grem
Land humbly poor.
with great Kindoess in their houses, which

Lare betler .-'.lpplu'l] with the convenien-

|| statisties fix the avernge sunount throvg- |
the approach of winter, T'he flyor was fehildien could not be sall for wen dollars. |

Plieir | propoction to s height,

—

¢|lordship—~with an awe due to divi

i opnion

my | consisted of a stonl, on which the mother | presented the only white sheet 1 saw. | week.

nf

[ |

il

.} HIII“L(‘ l'f ]JI.‘ t'l.lllll‘.l._'.'
rin joint of n hog, from which he eut

!r.ll-'\

P smile on Lis countenanes, is 2t an

nity | pots in th

ther \\:tﬁ]:lill-ikl:lt‘ll mdalges in the fice expression of | call

was of chafll but clean, and|doy than an English lsborer eats in “|

He cultivates o ]1.1r‘TI of sweet potaloes
afe | upon themselves, yet they could Feed on | atnd other eseulent plants for himself;
I'hey | i.r'r‘]\s fowls in Lis }:rr-l, sells at market,

3 i

“!! WLEears n

{among his fellows, laughs with a vagunt

IV heart, can dan
[.!t.!;'n'-- i lLits talent far muasie,

Sluvery 18 a national evii which the
Americans deeply deplore.
the spiciv of their iustitutions and mus
{1 havean entd, But there is no I‘t'l]t'll!i!lillli
N

The nubility wre  itstrenclhied

|
Mure

in Lurope. like potentates th

|
| - .
tiing o gain by change.  They are atin-

[hie and condescending withont the loss

P =afnge e

selves which forms e secret guat

'
L}

for the English peasantry 5 they lie m
atlotted o the English | for cottage-rent, leving a shilling a day | the bottom of the fabric of society w! ose
ba America, other houses of | for the maintwnance, clothing, fuel amd [ pressure, liko that of a pyramid, s in
appertain o the humblest dwel-
n.—"The liorse, mule, dovkey | destitution is, therefore, no muatter of sur- | the gteength to throw off the incumbent
whose loft s well

They have no

behind

hereditary woalth and orivildges, snd vre,

They received me 'lll'.ll;::u:_\' i study 1o concilinte, and at the

anty ol sanl h
. | i - P shildie i for 1 self ¢ X AL
ces, hut not us many of the loxuries of {IIH ir power There are alwuys orators [ehildien, nor for himself every iy

with cap in hand, body bent, and down | several little piciires slixed o the wall §
aths | stanee, to be aggravated by the number of | cast eyes, he articulates unceasiogly, my [a Bitle, a prayer book, Goldsmith's
sewed | children.  ‘I'he last 1 entored bore an irn-; lord 3 yes, my lord § no, my lord § your|abridged history of England, and flower-
which | pression of comfort and neamess,
almost| conple had not been long married i the | rather than man,
blaek 3 upon this lay two pillars of steaw, | wile was at a wash-tub uear the tire, on inas
wnd a thiek, striped eoverlet worn into| which was a pot containing flesh,  She{humble in the presence of his master.
Another sack of chaff lay on the | wore a white cap, stood slip-shod without ! 1le simply replics, yes, sir no, sir; of-

windaw in which the gerani-
um flovrished, The whole wore an air of

I'ie slave ta the Carolinas js not 80| neatness a virtoe slways found among the

[ English, where extreme poverty does not
{forbid,  2¢ the siglt of a shilling, she
i1

s
culingen, We entored nine i 8 !‘\'Ltﬂi"ﬂ.
behield tl wiviehedness
and modes of Ll that [rev. iled 1 Sume

whicre 1 @ suthe
mersetshire, diffczing only iu the quality
of food which wos here elhin dper .‘.'ldI_ClJll'
[ s1stind il.'r‘.:) of fish.

In one of them were throe 1.1.;:&.‘&31, a
mghter, eighiteen, and two smiall girls
ander ten years of age ; tieir mother was
|dead,  The father presently entered frons
Lhis labor in the felds, Tle was a small
‘ < hnberers are,
lis [eatnres were swurthy and withered,
for he was near sixiy 3 his hands wers

man, as most of the Epel

e toa banjoy and frecly in- hard and tingers wmuch conincted s e

wore knee breeches of fustin, patelied
1

(and wore sleck with dirvand grease; a

It is against [sortof gaiters that eovered his logs : shines

:ni' untanned leathier withi thick oles, stud-
ded with projecting nules thst lefuheir

he a Jucket of
course wouollen fibrie much taltersd st
ceves 3 a #hirt uf nulizn,
a strip of cliceked bandRerelic [ about Lias
;m'vl'.. und a swall flat round hat § Lis

Hopression as walked ;

the elhaws anil sl Li
|

; - U e Tl ? e
prise 3 for, with that sum, it 15 iirpossi- [ mass, which, like the structure 1o whicl | whole apparel as well as complection
g : | v aolore : Wadud Eanstl A
{ble thiey could subsist wuhout the chari- |1 have compared W, seems destined 1o | were colored with the red carth in which
o | ' i v
ties provided by the care and bounty of | outlive many generations of men.

he had been ot wotk,

Il|;-. Faod wis e !.\' at 12 l_-‘r[.-r!{. !It‘
ate, seated o aostool vpon the heorthy,

|

moreover, the best educated elass of men with a white plate on his Lap, on wlhich
an : were | meties snd two o nees l'f 1:'.1'.1;;,
i s ehildeen fuyt B
"“l'_]l‘-‘l“. they huve mueh to lose and no- | this cluldren gtod by th

stde of a Loard
e and dined wpon hiead and the
that Lad been boiled with the bacon,
”:'\ Wages wWere seven

{tathal -

I werts

b‘.li Loaw '.'l.'!n.

W nspire a respeet for them- fout of which le puid eottage reut. He

¢ could notcawllord mwest Tor his
o
]

[ ! " ; ' y w e ol read and Fothiat he . : inaerllt L
e, as are found in a log-cabin in Ken- aud ststesimen among themy well read and frethiat hie took it all o himself that Lo

| lm'k}'.

| On aheir wtble was usually o joint of | Wisdom is power; and 1ts e w wdom |
il i : |- Y L
fmutton or swine's flesh, or sometimes a ol padiament that has raisod Eagland wo [ was meanly dre

wactised in the wysteries of legislaton P might lave the strength o work.”

The cldest daugliter wore shoes, but

ssed; the othiers were

{owl, potoes or cabibage, followed by [such a plich of greatness and uplicld | bare-font andinrage.  The wlole furnie

| by large poudions of beer, amd, ou one

Qeeasiog, ;:nun-:nqr_\' wine, Therr eduea-
ton seemed hmned wthe history of theiy
own kings, aml the reading of news.
papers, wliaeh they  obtiin at secoud

At the return of the season, the strug-

prive ol rent is enhan-
Une ol
| me there were lorty-two come-
for those he that
[the proprietors oppressed  thie farmers,
[ who, e torn, drove the laborers o the
verse of starvation, snd that hatl the pop
whation would cigrate to Amerien if they

Leed beyond their ability o pay.
. 3
them toely

l peiitors eultivated g

[ eould pay their passage across the sea,
all aralide Lands o Eogland  were
v |l_\‘ thirty-three thousand projirie.
! colied on the oflicers of the Sta-
tstical Society,an St, Marin’s Laue, in
London, to ascertain the truth of diis
stulement, At they
cerluin interrogatories o writing, whicli

the

fnrs.

request, I committed

they siod should be answeied when the|

results of the census, then i the press,
therenlter

il

'hree months
they whl me the statistics of England

were Known,

not afford the information required.
stntlar stistement was alterwards made by

[a member of parliament 3 and, as it was |

never contradieted, it may be regarded as
| true, that the celuvable Lands from which
the Enghsh are fed b long  mainly 10
ety =threee thousand persons,

pamong them are the members of purlin-

:h,ll.lm't‘.s ineline, His private wuterest be- | ment and the hereditary nobility, born o npes

power a8 well as 1o riches,  “Uhey have

{the same part in elections, and the enact- ! established a codo of laws fortheir own
tment of laws, that he does in the admin- benelit,

]
annals of legislation,  Not only are then
|} ’ ~ ¥

eslules exempt froum peneral taxas

fli.v:i, bt the cultivation of them & foreed

fabroad. “The poor laborer 18 at their

| merey | from them he receives s birend ¢
terins as they preseribe. "Phere s no
escape § ignorant and destitute, he cannot

his proud oppressor cannot putsue, He is

governmenty of o hut 1o shelier them | sturved to the lowest proit of endurance ;| with the sea,

E}’i't life is spared. Suflicient streneth
carth is kept up by grael and po-
:lr"\"i'lt'll h_\' the lmnr-].\wa or the
v TS Duls are given

horses that they may bear the burthens

{hieaped upon their backs.  ‘I'here is poli-
people ean never proceed 1o dangerous ey i oppression 3 if the corls were
excesses 3 men will not lay waste their | deawn too tight the poas peasant woulkd
own possessions, or put violent hands on | die, and the gresdiness of the rich would

consume themselves,

All communieations from lord ta tenant
ara received with the most degrading ser-
vility, Tke poor man is haif annihilated;

A vandulate for parhament stuted thiat |

Al

.I.Ilt‘ l'!|h I I

most mbuman known in the |

ake refuge in foreign countries where |

I . ol
{ ey, would have long ago Gallen 11to ruins,
[ [

|l].-'.\' i knowledge s axed and cunuot be
|

|

jer CUsls siIX [lt'.'lr:', \\]:il'h \\mtltl tive
(! "'he lighs ol ihe
[ press, unlike the rays of the sun, shine

1

wewd 1o the hungry,

ust ahiove the gle is so great among whe farmers o ob= | not upon the cottage thatehed with straw.
| has; she [ geound, a pyramid of straw gl clay, be- | win lands, that the
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There are milions of poor laburers, oji-
cratives and aechanies, who feel
wiipht of government  without compre-
hending s poliey,
use upon the system of Mandeville, al
iU:Illli it would be unsale (o mstraet sueh
[ frmidable numbers who might become
[Inguisitive, nnd ask why they were fud on
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potutoes and salt o sighvol a piuk con-
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[ this purpos—but Title more tan is given
by the stale ol Connecticut, with less
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mere delusion. The peaple do, indeed,
enjoy the right of complaiming, and bittee-
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st They were expellod from theis

homes by William e Congueror, who
divided up the island, as o Lol of Lrewd,
unong  lns fullowers s and to this iy

[they have never been restored 1o th
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[rightiul possession of the soil,

Wihen 1 eetwened 1o London and "i"""
the Laborers, I was fnvariably wld s
{therr condition was much botter 1o some

[ places 1 had pot scen,

whiere, i [ursuance ul my p:.'.n. 1 p.usl.'u'
o mondu in Exeter awd its viemnity,
My first visit wug 10 a cluster of cot-
tages, near tho confluence of the Llxe
The principle personage
i the village was 4 maton of iy,
[whom 1 fnd enting up Ahe flesh of o
s und converting every atom of i1, ine
!h.--lnn's. feet, bluod, wid all, iote food for
the approaching winter,

cottage fire | had seen. Near it satthe
children, the eldest of whom waore shoes,
atid were all, otherwise, comfortably elad,
The housa was furnised in a style beeom.
ing the opulent mistress of a pig; five
chairs with rush botioms, two board 1a-
bles, a small looking-glase sel in a frame,
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it tono Jess than fifcen cottares inthe
nonmedinte neighiborhond The first we
enterod was comforable and slogether
i s hurtd \ no ehitldren to feed,

indd 1 soin discovered th
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e inmate was

ebted to the bounie of Mis. — for

hoth food and elathing, Phen next g -

VoL dower, nn oind

abied Iy irin old man,
Hingsaweek. He
puinie as well as private
be could neithior read nor wiite,
His childien were dirty and fulinaked, and
was withous
tment, which

whoreeaivedonly fivesh

Was ai oigedt od

enarity.

though b was November, e
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ditiomy, that the stench drove me baek us I

opened the door,

We next visited s Bng of enttages that
stood meditely: on e margin uf a
e steenm dhat b overlowed s | aks
aid deposited mul on the floms ol the
wuses, b one of them was o mothep
who had just been deltvered of o citld,

tler feot were vatsed o8 a bloek 10 jrrteck

them From e wet, aod thechuir i which
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L was the only artiele of furniture in
thie wjinciment. Flie linen and garments
| child were furuishied 1o her by
L

Here 1 learad from this good lady,
that at the biedh of every elild among the
e sent the mother g j‘illfl'r

shoets, o change of clothes, and 1wo suits

(11 MWera,

{lur the wlmi=—to be rewined. for one

monthy thea o be eloansed and returned
moa g ready for other similae oceas

| sons. This custom, which I found sfs

wrwards o prevail in Isleworth and otheg
pavis of Enpgland, bespeaks atvice (h.;;
chatity of the neh and the frighiful destis
tution of the poor.

She communieated many  particolars
coneecning the eoudition of the lsborers
on hee own extensive grounds and in (he
neighboring eountry, sflicming, from lieg
own personal knowledge, that they eouli
not subsist on the wages they received,’
and were it not for reliel derived from'
other ¢auses, they wounld mot .
physical strength o cultivate arth

The parents were gencrally unabld |

in a nelghbor 10 take Ler place, ®=
aud, o many familiea, his] and set out as my guide among the otlier
and the jagged, uneven floor bore marks | communications are on terms u!' equidity.
Thewr cups and! He is, indead, the propeny of a master,
not | saucers, pots, chairs, and table, were suffi- | butis well fed ; and even Lis dogs, Joler
{eient for an humbis family ol only two. [and Towser ofien dovour more flesh in |
T'lie turnitre of the aparttoent below | Thetr bed




