
FORT DONELSON.

Twenty-fift- h Anniversary of tko

Great Siege.

t

THE STOHYTOLD ONCE MORE

When, Where inul Hon the I'jiiioih

i liattlc Was I'ouglif.
t

Men Who Afterward Itcriiino I .

That Took I'.nt l It Illtl-cu- l

l.eudcrit, (iiiti'i'imr-- i unit

Preiddeiits Unit Wirt' to l! "lather
fchl l.'eady to I " 1 i n Henry

t llonilson I Sortie 'Mi, it ! ailed.

I'.luu Ullll .lilj.

Once again tli" young people r.'.t !.-- around
listen while veteran lips ti ll tin' story of

Vin-- li:n'l.vii. 'I'liiit ry was mini
years ago tin'- February.

Tin' writers an I raconteurs have preserved
')ii history iii"iv faithfully than tin- - n j .

j.iI.i T- - have. Neither Fort I rv nr Fort
) i. ! i tna"kc.l umii tin- - in west, ntlus-- H.

Jfc'.rini-i- ln'i - If li.-i- t ohlit.-- ate. I tle-l- traces
a) .jTi'ilily. Tlii' t yet stuii'l asscarr"d
lol'-ian- of the mighty light, liulli-- t murk,

a utMj mill broken Jiiiiiuiiv yrt to Iw in
vln-i- i,i winter tin v a iv uncl.il of kindly

vii" uinl vino.

S THE PREPARATION.
Turn to your map. You will see that, tho

'Cfiini"-M'T.i!(- l Cuinln ilainl rivers run through
of fv'iit side afnl side, like twin

nisiirr. They empty into the Ohio not far
apart They come, near together tir.it inside
J'ue Tennessee liri"-- , inul How through thut

Clip i lose cu ll other. The "l"'iiin"i-so- c

tonus piii't of the boundary lieiwivn the
two states for some distance. On tun Ton- -

ies.s. side, just opposite where the corner of
Kentucky wast Fort Henry. Twt'lvn
jniles across from it, slightly north of east,
wa.s Fort Donelsou, on tho CuiiiIh i litml.
Henry was on tho right hank of tie- Teimes-en- ,

while I melsuii was on tho I 1'. bunk of
Shu CuiiiberlanJ.

HKMtV AND DOVKI.SOV.

Henry and Donelson were iuiportinl
stations. Henry was raptured Felt.

li'i A rising young brigadier general,
named (TyssesM. (.rant, was at tho head of
tho force that took it. The victory ralhsl for
the (ir.st time the attention of tho country to
this olllcer. The victory at Fort Henry, too,
was, strictly sieaking, the of tho
turning of tho tidu in favor of tho north. A
gloom like the fog of a w inter's day had lieeti

u the country t ill then. Men in the north
wcit sighing for a hero a man who should
bo strong to tako the head of adairs
Mini turn le art sickening failure into victory.

The hero was developing, though they
Knew it not. lie who was to lift tho cloud
mas the silent man that, even in tho midst of
the victory of Fort Iionelson, was "too busy
to write n w ord."

A notable ioint, is tho short ne of Grant's
flispatehes at. all times. A few mensagrs, of
not tmiiiy bin's, to his km ei ior oOlccr tell tho
lory of both Henry ami Ioiie,snn. Gen.

llallerk, then at St. Louis, w as in command
of the department of the Missouri. Grant
disjiatched Ilallis k, Feb. 0, that Fort Henry
had fall'-n- . He adihsj those words:

"1 shall take and destroy Fort iMiclsou on
the fctli and to Foit Henry."

lint he had undertaken a largor contract
than eVi-- ho could till in the tone ho mv
losed. The fn-she- and overflows, which al-

ways work mich miw-liie- f in tho south and
west, preventtsl, for ono thing. Tho roads
leading to DoneLson were a sea of mud. liy
the backwater of creek on ea-- si do of the
fort thero was a se: of water to miles in-- '
land from the fort.

The C'um','rland runs north nt tli ioint
fcelevte-- l for Fort iKmi-Lsoii- AbuUt it mile
Kwth of the fort, up the river, i.s tho littlo
lomiof llover. This hamlet wn '.he

the Ciiif.-derat.- ( .idisin
J. I'lllow, dm ing th" siege. It w.-i- in Hover
that the las! Confederate coim- il ( ivar !

'

tw.-er- i (!i-l,s- . Fiovd, I'lllow, Ihli kll.-- l , Col, N
l!. J'orn-s- t and others took iTes., im-v- i mis to
the mi rrei ii Id' of the f,rt to Grant l!-l-

'
Fort Iioni Ivni, on th" ninth, Hi kman's
ere. k iat.i the Ciiiiib-i'l.- ia l II wit-

'

tv rrllow .il for mile-.- the water up to a
lH,r-'- s hr.-a.-- Grant could i.-- I attack thu
foil fio:;i that side. On the oth- -r ha'id,
konevi-r- in ra - the ( 'oiif.-dc- i a'. hard

d t iimke a sally oat fr.iiu the
fort and I,)- - 11n Foi l llenrv ioa I, as,
in fact, thi-- did w i:,h to do, thii ovei llow.si

would prevent them. So, tin Un- - whole,
the lift. U r of llickimin's creek was an ud- -

Villlt.'lg" to l.oth besieger and bi'sl-g.-- d. Above
Ko t 1'olu and liet weeii Hint mid Ilnver,
was aii'ilhi r sti'-an- i of water, In ban ciss;-k- ,

!so ov.-- i

Mud There was never anything bk it.

It was hiil I' leg d's-p,- its ii lent mm--

Hi 'oiifeil. rale olil-i- aJ flispat. hes. ( iraut's v.l-li- i

rs fail ly wmhslin mud "up to tln-i- r eyes"
v hen they marth'sl from Fort Heiuy (.. U

iege I 'over und Honelson. It Mow from tho
Iioi-m-- Ii. mi! it lik-- j rain and man nu l

wii"ii the cavalry spUshed hither and
thitle.r, in tho vain fancy that they were
trotting. It roll"d from tho i;un carriage
wins-I- s and fell in huge niii-s- at every turn
fc.e artillery made.

It must be rrmeuilorod Hint it w.ih Grant,
rigiwher general, who lnel in g.. the reduc-tea- i

of Forts Henry and noni-l-ou- . The oh-v- t

to U' gaiiitsl by it was the clearing of the
'uiiibcrlaml mid 'IVnness.su rivers, and the
u pat ion of Tennetwe and it.s hm- - of ruil-wa-

Grunt was at Cairo and
irgi-- llallisk to let him visit St. 1iuis.
luve was at length given. Grunt visited
Ids s.ip-rio- r ami n to unfold his plan for
th laiitiireof thu two forts. Hut Halhs--
nh-niss- l him at once and snubU-- him

Judge Foriw, In bis liook, iyi that (I rant
"returiiisl lo Cairo Udieving hii commander
thought him guilty of prossing a military
Iduniler." And yet lia iniM,itim-jn- g

again uud again. Flag Mliis-- r Andrew
II Foote, of the Mississippi wpuulron, urged
tlicwune, end Halle, k s to
let bin i ami Grant move on Henry and Don-
elson. It w&a ut length given, and Feb. 3

Ft ai. 1 Grant, infautiy mid cavalry fow
niU'l stAi ted up thsi Tennis to Fort
irny, . mith 17,ti (0 uh-i- i ami eren gun-kt- it'

'

Frt IV-jir- y fell on the Oih. The SuuJajr
ftA-uwaadurFo- oU took Lis lac In Um

rclpTToniLe rrebytei i.n . hur. h at Cairo
4

a4 preaetedaaaloque'it serTiOn ot tb teit: 1 V

I'

'Let not your hearts bo troubled. Yo
in Cod, bcliovo ulso in tin'."

Tlit'ti tio cnine down fro:n the pulpit and
mode ready his' Unit for tho i'Xliiion
ftffaint Donelson, which surrendered Feb. W,

j uxt. ono w.-c- from Hint Sum lay morning.
Kngin-e- rs of tin- - Confederate service ngrco

that the itu of Fort Donelson was l:iIIy
chosen. It Min.l upon a river bind". Tho

situation was elevated, to he suit, but, tli-r- u

was a ring of hills around it. at from on.i to

live miles distance. These lulls were higher
than the bluir upon which the fort was, am!

for tlit) enemy to J lant f ins

iiHn.

THE DEFENSES OF FORT DONELSON.

Tin' lilufr iip-- whirh Donelson stood was

lmifisl high. Tli." fort itself w -- s w hat w as

rn'le.l in militiirv language a bust ioncd cart h-

work, with uiigli-- s like star joints projiTtui
from tlm main inclosuro outwanl, .11 I pro-

t'i'toi ly walls of earthworks. It. w.ls

so situateil that its k'uns i omiiiainl. il tli" river
'asfaras thcycoiiM entry. Two uat.-- l at-

teries wii'n el'i.'i'leil oil the slope of the lillItT

f.iwanl tle river, Tho larger l.attiiy w;ls

the one le'iiiest the shore. It. had for anna-meii- t

a 1i iiu li Coluiiiliiinl ami i.iue I " r I

nuns. The upper Lattery us supplied with

two "iiiinler.s ami one nlle.l eannoii wlii.--

eio iieil n eoniei'.l l.all of Tie- -

water latteries were hunt hy Lieut. Col

I. ( iihner, chief eiiimt'rof the western
of the t 'onfuilerate arm v. They

i stniite.1 alter the fallof Port llenrv.
Asmn.1i n that point was eaptui. d tli" wImV

avaikll'le ConfeiU'iatu foree in that,

WM'i oii"ent;'ate,l lit IlolieKon.
The line of Imttei ies wa.i extendeil as to

take in Dover, w here stop s of foo. atel inn

liiuiiitioli "ere. Iniml out, thron;-!- i salient

ami anle, for twn miles and a

half, the true, ry of earthworks uud h'utis
went.

that, the fort id -- at ions' were pro
with al.atis. It wasa woo.le--

region, full of "l.liiek jaek" oak and other
woikIs. The oaks were their
l.rani hes hhai''ntd at the point ami these

and the ti'.s-- were fastened n the ground,
hhHi points outward, in what se. nied

un uhatis. To tfet lit I'oi t Io:i- -

elsou the Union troops wer oMiM lo up
,ju over th.-M- ! sharpened points in the face of

iiiiirksmeii whose aim was yet hiiarH-r- .

On the east, tho river protect-- the works.

Hueh wuro the defenses of Donelson.
Lieut. Col. Gilmer says that, the elTeetivo

fighting foroo within tho fort was l.'i.miO.

Up to the timo tho siege it was com

nianded by Gen. Hushrod U. Johnson. He

was miecesively by Gens. I'lllow,

Clarke, Floyd and Uuekner,. with several

thousand men each. (!wi. J H Kloyd was

the olllcer highest In rank and had command.

FOOTE'S FLOTILLA.

The Union gunhoatu had tlono great service

at Henry. At Ponr'.son tho fleet did not dw

tinguish it.si'lf greatly, except by convoying
transports containing triHips.

While Grant, with l.iXiO men. plowed

the mud wa lt ween Henry ami Donel-8o-

by land, he s.'iit Foote with six gunlioats
around by wafer. They wera obliged to go
downthoTetiiiessw.aii.luptho Ohio a short
(lotaii' o to the mouth of the Cumls rliind to

Fort I lonelson. Foote had to make a circuit
of lot) miles to go twelve.

THK ( AKOMiKI.FT.

The Caroiidelet is a good illustration of tho

old fashioned gunboat. It, was tho Hist to
arrive on the morning of Thursday, Feb. i:t.

It o'iiml fire. It niuy lie mentioned that tho

old Caroiidelet, w ith tho samo commander,
Capt. Walke, was also tho llrst to afterward
pus down the river under the batt ries at
Vicksburg.

The it of Foote's flwt with the trans
jMirts, containing six regiments of soldiers,

arrived Thursday evening. Fridcy morning
the I'resbvterian flag olllcer fire from
his Ut- -t of six gunlioat, four ironclads and
twowisyleti on.s. There was a severe light
Of an hour and a hnlf, w hich did not jroult in

a brilliant stics-s- for the flet. The boats
engng'sl were the ironclads St. Imis, Caron
dil-t- .' Iuisvillo and 1'ittsburg. and lie

w.s,h-i- i boats Tyler mid Coni stoga. Four of

the boats were . The Hist lire from

the Curondi let had one of the

::i pounders in the water batteries. The

mine -- hot instant h- - killed I.ieut. .loseph

iin,a brave Coiifeili rate oili er and the

aecomplishisl I.k iiI engiiKs-- who t

in iiienariiiu' the di fens.- -, of lloiielsnn. That

was about th ily ihim.ige apparelitly done

bv the tl.st. Then Couiniainler Fite drew
otr the rcin iiiis of it and ilrop d down out

of range.

.:: -

A Ml iKTAtl BOAT.

The nicrtar boat got its name from the gun
it carriisl. First a heavy wooden float was
built. Upon it were erected very thick
wooden walls These sloped inward and were
aliout wight f.s-- t high. They w.-r- plated w ith
heavy iron. Inside was a single heavy mor-
tar, with ammunition the water line.
There was also a tent for the gunners within
the walls.

These mortar Units were considered for-

midable t n flit y the years ago. lint such Is
the improvement made since then in destruc-
tive warfare tlutt one shut from even a nasi
crate si.sl gun of the kind now made would
tiiiK-- an old fashioned mortar boat into
flinders.

One youthful Confederate gunner
himself galhuitlv at the lower

wut.-- buttery ut Fort Donelson. While
Foote' gunlioaU were the batter
ies to the right and left, tins youth, John G.
Freqnn. irtood perfe'tly straight at his gun,
taking aim and firing u coolly as if he bad
been piiiTel hunting.

"Now , Ijoyn," aid he, Se ni take a chim-
ney."

He lined at the mokstck of an advanc-
ing gitnUwit. It fell, carryinj with it the"' tl,rw im in ,b aJr' y"ta

I

AR'iin the hoy t"ik aim, elear and
utrai-h- t. Shortly he Kent a l.:i!l i 1 v

throueh a porthole, and then the yunlniat f- d

liaek The porLholes of the hoats
were ij'llle I

FOLK! DAYS' FIGHTING.
To 11 tii-- tru'h, ariin- - oi'i -- e;-s not

alvvavs v. rite tie- e. are--t Dn.lish, not rveti,
alas! r- iilar ai my oil:- .

It i 1, I'll till, l lies fore, for th- - hi turiau
rrit 'n r f 'in I lie Is' and l.neuluT 111 ''
ai.-- ' jiit how it I .at tin was f ni-- ht. and
hou and where the .ps htood. ( rant's re-

port., an I onl. is, what there are of t lit in, are
inoi h is of clearness, liiwity and simpln ity .

I'l'oin th' tn weain mote i leal In a led know
than from most of the list.

Iimne.hiit.-l- on tlm fall of Fort
(li ii. Ilaliei k forivnrdin-- fresh troop.-- )

and supplies n.i fast as pos.sil.le for the leihic-tio- n

of I lonelson. lioys, on whose rheeks the
rose had n t yet j.iveu p';i-- e to tan,
as ,tu -e I'oi Hays, ".so freshly fornnsl that
th.-- hii I hiinliy ( hauled their rivil --;arh for

il.'lii-- s iinif. ii in," were hui rii'd to the front
to help out Ci ant iit iKmelson.

O ' ' ij .. ? ' si

j ts.' "TfKV'l,!

rt.AN OK PIFUE.

Tel 11, N't', the general order wm Kiven
Grant's men to march from Henry to DotieJ
on. iiiere were two roaits; one, tne j nun

Ferry road, leading to Hover south of Fort
Donelson, tho other north of It some lis
tauce. Tho two came together not far from
the fort, tho northern road leading directly
to tin- - fort.

Along these two roads the men marched,
starting the morning of Feb. 12. The First
and Second divliions moved forward. The
First division was commanded by (ten. John
A. MeClernand, tho Second by (Jen. C. F.
Smith. They moved forward, M.. 'demand's
division by the right hand or southerly road,
Smith's by the northerly or left hand road.
They came together two and one-hal- f miles
from I lonelson. Mct'lernaml'a forces took
the right w ing south of Donelson, Smith's tho
left wing north of DoneLson. Luter word
was sent to Gen. I.ew Wulluce, who had re-

mained at Fort Henry, to bring up the Third
division. Ho arrived on tho Mth (Friday)
and took position with his division in the
center.

Thus the Federal forces invested Donelsr.li
iii form of a crescent. A diagram of their
Ki.sition would show them as follows:

Smith's division.
Wallace's division. Donelson.

McClernand's division.
There was some skirmishing on the evening

of the l'.'th between the pickets of the two
armies. On the blth the battle began in
earnest. Col. Wm. H. Morrison, of the
Forty-nint- h regiment of Illinois Volunteers,
had charge of a brigade that day in MeCler-iiaini'- s

division. His brigade had some of the
toughest work of the whole Donelson light.
Their work was U assault Maney's battery,
on tho Coiif.slerate left, at once the most con-

spicuous and inaccessible of the entire line of
works. They started to climb up hill over
the tangled and terrible "black jack" abatis.
A double (ire of Inittery and infantry raktsl
them fore and aft. Once they fell buck, and
were Four regiments started up
the hill a second time. They were met with
a hott.-- r tire than Shrapnel and rille
balls Hew into their teeth thickas hail. Thry

I ill A NT S II F. A lK,lt' A RTHIIS.

forced their way farther up the abatis, then
wavered and fell back once more.

A curious fact added to the complications
of the light at. Donelson. The Confederate
f. .rces were largely uniformed in brown jeans.
Thedvad leaves of the .scrub oak were almost
the exact color of this cloth. The Federal
forces, therefore, in climbing the abatis, could
not tell what was leaves and what was Con-

federate soldiers till a line of lire in their faces
told them the difference.

The third time Morrison's brigade stormed
the heights. This time they climbed quite to
the rillo pits. The line in front f f I hem was
one sheet of tire, awful and deadly. Just
then a musket ball struck Col, Morrison in the
hip. The future Illinois politieal lender reeled
in his saddle and then fell to the ground. That
ended the dess'iat assault, and Maney's bat-

tery remained uutaken.
Another of the curious incidents of war,

and a sad one, hapciied here. The flashes
from the guns set lire to the thickly cluster-
ing dead leaves. They flamed up like dry
straw, consuming the dead, dying and
wounded soldiers who lay about in some sjsits
as thickly as flie leaves themselves. A con-

siderable number of the helpless ones were
burned to death. Col. Heimaii, who bad dis-
tinguished hiiuself at Fort Henry, was in
command of the Confederates at Maney'sliat-tery- .

His nii'ii leapsl over in front of their
works, after the assault, and saved such as
they is mid.

So the night of Thursday, the loth, came
and wore iiway. Up to the arrival of Ix'w
Wallace, on Friday, the Federal forces en-

gaged nuinlicred only lo.iKll men. The enemy
did not know it, but they were without sup-
plies. Th roads were too heavy to transport
food and munitions, and these had K-e- sent
around by water. The morning of the Mth
the Union soldiers were ulsolutrly without
food.

During the night a storm of snow and sleet
came on. It was terrible. Tho men had not
ilarod l sleep during tho night. They cotild J

uoi oiuiii iiren, ior mcse won hi Lave lieen
merely- - so many targets for musketry and ar-
tillery from the fort. T here were no shelter
tents for Xhfm. Dawn found them numb and
stiff with the cold, their clothing t through
tc the tit iti ami frnrtm rtn (Knit li,,.L- - 4t,t
Crafts J. Wright, Thirteenth Missouri, sat

upon ah"; wi.apped fa Ills l.hinki t till Jl oVlorl
Hi the ii:ornlii);.

So th" l'eile-n- ht'Hwl the ii,;ht
through. Atihiwn the li-- ht Is'aii to shine
up-- n ri litt-rl- v cold day. Fir. s wire l.uilt
t .e -- t he re.-i- th- n, ;n id i oi pa i ties, in turn
r- in.-- on.' ti'io: hi-r- wift Laek mid t hawed

li' tl'o 11 I'ril'iiietits all I made eo..-e-

Hut t!i y h i n-- I i. 1, not a Tle-i-

!; was e, and thus they mad,.
Iv to ia e the d.iv.

I'.-- II Coll fed rn s in the r.rt it was in .1

a whit ni com!' a tal Tln-- lay upon
t!i u i.nns ail ni .l t in th- - trenches. And
yi t lio'..y on either side was ilidiearteiied.
The Cmiieili ia!e MiMiers were full of liht
ni'. l i p' i. At noon the I'i l ( .

I.'-- nllaee and his Third tlivi.-io- of iniu-(;le- d

veti-raii- and i iw ri ruits arrived into
ramp ill the renter with ch.s rs and solids
and hll ;!es Soliiidin;;. ( h Ii, Wallace l odi.'

immeliitely to Cr.int'M heinl'iuai t.rs and
dined w i! h him on cra-ke- rs and coll'ee. The

was hi-a- ly a.s hiidly ofT as his .

It was t!:is day that the intel i of
i 1't.sie.s h tweeli thu lleet and the foil took
pi.'l'e.

Meantime there was not much iti oti
1 Illd. Ke elll'iii eelllellt.S Weill lll'l'i lllrf for
C li ihl w.-r- lie: ii- -; posted.

( J rani's troupe were ili.triouteil over a line
marly four milcsj lone;. 1 is own

is w- re lit tiie log house of Mrs. Ci i p,
t wo miles from I tovi r, ut tho an

k. It w.-i- u little to the left the
center of his urn iv, ami ween t he diu.-ioii- s

o 1 w Walla-- ,, and (leu. C. F. Smith.
So li.ax in,; an , iiied matters to suit him,

Gran! .sat dow n i:i the midst of his Line civs-ceh- t

of : i 'Idii i's starv e out Fort I 'iiel.vin,
Un their part, the ( 'onfedei-.-K-- generals in-

side the fort wi re quite aware of their peiil.
Tun niht of the Mth (i.-ns- . Floyd, I'lllow
and r.uckner In Id a rouin il and refolved to
cut their way out of the fort through the
Federal lines next morning. Ten thousand
troos were set apart for this grand sortie.
The Confederate too had been IV enforced.
l!rir. (Jen. Floyd win tho last to arrive, on
tho morning of thu l'MU, with 1,000 men.

THE GRAND SORTIE.

In tho Confederate council iho night of the
Ml Ii it was determined that the force in the
fort should ut tempt to cut its way out on tho
Federal l ight, through McClei nand'j di ision.
Driving this division back, it was to l made,
to roll over ujion Wallace's division in the
center, thus lea ing the Wynn's Ferry road
clear. i!y that road the Confederates were
to escape to Charlotte, Tenn. Fillow, w ith
infantry and cavalry, was to make the attack
on the Federal extreme right, near the river.
Ruckiicr was to follow immediately after,
and do for Lew Wallace's division in the
center.

Thut was the plan.

. mm- - M

(ii:N. ni C KNK.Il, C. S. A.
Pillow said he expected to "roll the enemy

(McClernand's division) in full retreat over
tion Gen. I'.uckner, when, by attack in
flank anil rear, they could cut up the enemy
mid put him completely to rout."

Pillow's attack was sudden and furious.
Reveille was just sounding in McClernand's
camp, and the troo were not under arms
when the onset was made. There was con-

fusion, there was danger that the whole right
wing of the Federal army would lie routed.
In a few minutes though, in scarcely more
time than it takes to writ it, McClernand's
men, gun in hand, had their faces toward the
foe.

The account of the fierce onset nndbhork,
and its reception by the Federal soldiers,
read like some of Cawar's battles with the
Gauls, (ten. Oglesby, of Illinois, who com-
manded a brigade, on the light, received the
tii-s- t tremendous attack. His men returned
tire till their ammunition gave out. They
snatched up the cartridge boxes from the dead
ami dying and poured their contents into the
foe till that too gave out. Then Col. W. H.
L. Wallace's brigade went to the rescue.
That at length quailis! before the ''trebly
thundering" attu.-k- . A lamented statesman,
who has lately pa: sed to the realm of the i,

distinguished himself gallantly here.
He was then colonel of the Thirty lirst Illi-

nois and his naine was John A. I.og-iii- . He
was here and there and everywhere in that
battle, showering electric words upon his
men, his dark face lit with excitement, his
eye shining like an eagle's. Hy the magnet-
ism of his influence he prevented a
panic and a rout early in the day.

McClernand's division, with Taylor's,
Dresser's and McAllister's batteries of light
i.rtillery, met the Confederate onset bravely
and well. To the right of Oglesby still wa
(ten. McArlhur, uetir.'st tlie river. Ho had
lieen ordered there the night liefore, with
troops who had had no fond all day. They
passed the night in the snow mid sl.-et- , with-

out tires or shelter. Gen. had bail
no time to become acquainted with the nature
of t he ground. He only knew I hat he faced
Fort Donelson. The Confederate design wa
to make a dash and get cavalry in his rear,
and then w ith cavalry torearof him, infantry
before, he would be iKiwerh-ss- .

Soldiers do not always find it easy to fight
on a full stomach, but McArthur's men had
fasted thirty six hours. In this state of hun-

ger they were when they heard at 5 o'clock in
the morning the liring on Oglesby on their
left. As soon as it was heard, without wuit-in- g

for orders, McArthur formed his empty
stonim-ln-- men in line of battle. They took
a lively hand in the fight. But presently a
worse trouble than empty stomachs con-

front. them, and that was empty cartridge
boxi-s- . Before that obstacle they were indeed
IKWverless, and so the brigade fell liaek some
hundreds of yar.ls to the rear and took up a
new Hsition. It is sufficient to say of them
thnt toward night they got one square meal,
and then moved over to the left of the Federal
forces to support the troojw lighting there.

The morning progressed. It U'giin to look
ind.s-- us if Pillow was going to carry out his
thivnt t the enemy over. .McArthur's
brigndo had crumbled away. So bad
Oglesby 's. division was in the
grav est danger. In the center, Iew Wallace,
with the Third division, was lying inactive.
Hi orders were to act on the defensive and
watch the Confederates to prevent their es-

caping his way.
l"illov's division, iu deploying, spread wider

and wider, and more and more toward Lew

Wallace. division began to
waver. Tlnw Confederate lotteries, Maney's,
Fortcr's and Graves', poured a steady fire into

it Buckner was advancing, too, with his

men, wilh Forii-st'- cavalry flitting about the
outskirts.

The three Federal batteries had cxlinusted
their Hiniii'iiiit ion. Tn lor's alone had liie--

that iii.iriiiiig I.fiKt rounds. Ituckner had or-

dered an advance of thr-- e regiments before
noon. 'I'li.-- had been nu t with a blinding
lav from C.'.l. W. 11. I.. Wuilac.-'- s brigade.
Snow l! ing in the air confused them so that
they not see tinir way Usides, and
tin y b ll b.u k to llair ei.treucliuieut.s in dis-

order.
I'.nt pre Iv lluckiiri- gathered his forces

and eaiiKi gallantly on again.
MeClernand t Word lo Lew Wallace to

aid him. In tli" absence of po-i- t i e orders
from headiiuarters Wallace to move.

The place grew hotter and hotter. Col.
John A. Logan was wounded. McClernniid
again sent word to Wulluce, mid this time
Wallace ordered forward Col. Crufl's
brigade, the llrst in his di ision. I ten.- an un
fortunate mistake occurred, mid fverul regi-
ments of Federal soldiers fired into each
other, doing serious damage. Crul't's brigado
look the places of Mr A it Inn's exhausted null.
Crufl's men fought gallantly, hut at h n th
fell bai l; souie distance and took up
near I he hospital.

When l.ognn w its won; I. led he suggested to
Col. T. F.. G. Kaiisom, of the F.lcveiith Illi-
nois, to !;;ke his place wish the I'levilith.
P. too, had woiiii,1i--I- , but had had
his wound dl'essnl. lioth were heroes that
day. l.-- i gan's ii giini-ii- was quite out of am-
munition, therefore foi d to ill back, when
its ooniniiindiT went to have his wound
drissi d. The Thirty tli-s- t marched back for
ii til ri ii t ii ion, leaving the Klcvciitli alone in
the fray. Put the Kleventli was attacked not
only in front, but on both llauks, and tiuu!!y
bp .l:c and ret rented.

Gen. Wallace still waited, with hi.sdivi-.io-

in line, for orders from Grant. McCleruaini's
second message had been that his flanks were
turned and his whole command was endan-
gered. It win then that Col. Crul't's brigade
was scut to his relief. Hut the Confederate
billows still swept on. Fugitives from the
light scattered down the hill Ih hind Wallace's
division. A mounted olllcer galloped by. He
bad lost his head completely, and shouted to
the general: "Wo are cut to pieces."

Then I,ew Wallace took the resHns(Jiility
of the order of battle ujMin his ow n shoulders.
Instantly he ordered up his third brigade, Col.
Ttmyer roinmandiiig, and threw it urross

the broken troops and the advancing
Other regiments were liehiml

us a reserve, lb- had barely got them in line
when Pillow and 1'iickiier, combined, swept
down iiihiii them. The brigade stood liken
rock. Here was some of the most splendid
llghtiuir of th( war.

The First Nebraska regiment and Wood's
Chicago light artillery received the shocks

and here at lust tho Confederate billows
were thrown back. They had struck a sea
wall, and could sweep no further. "They
withdrew," said Gen. Huckner, "in some con-

fusion, but without panic, to the trenches."
It was about noon. This was the end of the
sortie. Ixwv Wallace had saved the day ut
ut Donelson.

WHERE WAS GRANT?

It may have occurred to the reader that the
name of the general commanding, the "boss"
so to speak, of them all, has not been
mentioned. In the naval tight on the Mth,
Commander Foote had been severely
wounded. He sent a message to Gen. Grant
that as he, Foote, was severely wounded, the
general might jrhais come and see him, and
bold a council on Umrd the flagship St. Ixmis.
Grant did so, starting early on Saturday
morning. After this consultation Finite started
back to Cairo for mortar boats.

The fleet lay several miles down the river
and Grunt did not get back till about 1

o'clock. The sound of cannonading that
pierced through the woods gave no idea of
the seriousness of tho situation.

The commander immediately rode front one
point to another inspecting matters. His
first thought, when he saw his battered bat-

talions was to fall back on the defensive, and
wait till Foote came back with a lln-- t and

At 3 o'clock in the after-
noon hu called M'Clernniiil and Wallace to- -

COMMANDER FOOTE.

gether for counsel. It was held with all three
generals on Grant seemed ex-

cited, and as nearly nervous as Grant could !?.
His face was very .serious, almost overcast.
He held a handful of dispatches and seemed
in profound thought. All at once n light
broke over the commander's face, and then
all was serene again. Of this moment he
told Gen. Sherman afterward:

"I saw that either side was ready to give. up
if the other showed a bold front, and I deter-
mined to do that very thing."

So the commander became strong and
serene again, as usual. Instantly there was
activity. Gen. C. F. Smith's forces on the
right of the Federal lino had not yet
taken part in the light. They were ordered
up. (Jen. Smith himself, with long, gray hair,
a color bearer by his side, rode along the front
of his line, a striking, inspiring figure. He
told his men he himself would lend them, and
directed them when near enough to charge
bayonet on the rille pits. The signal was
given, the column moved forward and was
nu t by a roar of musketry from the rifle
pits.

Col. Tuttle was in the lend with his Second
Iowa regiment. The advancing line wavered
ii moment under the fire that mowed it down,
then steadied and went irresistibly on. When
within range of muskets Col.
Tuttle shouted to his men, "Forward!" Then
they made the rattling bayonet charge. It
drove the Confederates from their works and
Smith's men ovupitsl them. In the midst of
cheers and shouts from the whole division the
Stars and Stripes were planted upon the
works of Fort Donelson. Thus it was all
over with the Confederate right.

Over on the Federal right McClernaHil's di-

vision had leen swept from the ground it
in the morning. Although Iw Wal-l.n-- e'

men hail checked the retreat there and
stopped the sortie, yet the ground held by
MeClernand in the morning had not lcen re-

taken. Grant ordered Lew Wallace to retake
it As soon as Gen. Smith's division legan to
move, Wallace was to attack too. Thus the
Confederates would be engage.! on both right
and left. Grant rode down the river to see

that Smith was carrying out the order on his
side; then he hurried up to the right to watch
Wallah's men execute their command.

At noon it looked as if victory was perch-s- l

on the Confederate sfandanL The Wynn's
Ferry road, which had been oivupied by Me-

Clernand, was oen for the Confederate re-

treat Huckner had accomplished what ht
bad been ordered to da. The time Just befora
Grant ordered the renewed attack in the af-

ternoon had beeu the golden momwt for es-

cape. It as lost. Buckner bad halted, wait

ing for his artillery an reserve 'to follow lilm
out of the intrenchmeiits. Pillow had U'lo
graphed A. S. Johnston: "On the honor oi A
soldier, the day is ours."

All at on e Gen. Pillow sent Huckner word
to come back and biko up his position within
the works. He could only obey. As he fell
back with hi- - nu n he met Gen. Floyd. Floyd
was siirpri and asked what be was about.
Ho ordered Hui kner to stay where ho was till
he, Floyd, could see Pillow. Thus there wa.s
more waiting. Finally Huckner, the lighting
general, w is ordensl to cross to the extremu
Confi'dera'e right and stop Gen. Smith, w ho
waa storming the works.

,!ff',.iW

' I'M ii.MJITtONAL Sl'UHENDEn,
Col. Pog.-- r W. Hanson, of the Second Con-

federate Kentucky, led tho advance. Hut
w hen they reached the right it was too lute.
The Federal forces were already ill Jiossessiou.

Haiinoii was a brave and accomplished Con-

federate olllcer. It is interesting to know
that he uud Huckiier, both fighting men,
deemed the surrender of Fort Dotalsou a
necessity after that. Hanson says in his

"I will take the liberty to add that uptothn
time when we were ordered back to the
trenches our success was complete and our
escape secure.

"It my opinion that the exhaustion
of the men from labor and loss of sleep, to-

gether with the demoralization caused by the
loss of our trenches on tho right, rendered
the surrender unavoidable."

When night closed in Wallace too had done
his work regained tho lost ground and
cleared the hill. Just when that was done,
and ho was w ithin a few hundred feet of the
Confederate intrenchmeiits, ho received an
order from Grunt to halt and fall hack. Wal-
lace disolieycd the order. Ho felt sure the
general did not know bis movement had been
successful. So he took his own head for it,
and bivouacked on the field, just where he
was, close to tho Confederates, ready in the
morning to be up and at them. But when
morning came the sun's first rays shone upon
a bugler, carrying a white flag from Buckner
to Grant. Htiekner's message proposed the
aptioiutmeiit of commissioners to agree upon
terms of capitulation. Grant's reply has be-

come historic:
"No terms will lie granted except an uncon-

ditional uud immediate surrender. I proose
to move immediately upon your works."

Huckner wrote back: "The distribution of
the forces under my command, incident to
an unexiM-cte- change of commanders, and
the overwhelming force under your com-

mand, coinH'l me, notwithstanding the bril-

liant success of the Confederate arms yester-
day, to accept the ungenerous and unchival-rou- s

terms which you propose."
Soon that Sunday morning, Feb. 10, ISiVJ,

the Confederate forces surrendered to Grant,
and tho stmy of Fort Donelson was told.

Huckner had good reason to lie in an un-

pleasant frame of mind that morning. At
midnight the night before a council of war
was held lictween himself and Pillow and
Floyd. Huckner told them his men could not
stand more than half an hour's fighting.
Hunger, cold and exhaustion had done their
work at last. P.csides, them was no more
ammunition. If his men tried to escape
three-quarter- s of them must lie lost to sa e
the oilier quarter. Surrender was tho only
thing.

Floyd and Pillow said they would not sur-

render, they would die first. Then Floyd
handisl over the supreme command of the
tort to Pillow, who in turn transferred it to
Buckner, who surrendered the fort. Pillow,
with some of his immediate personal com-

mand, crossed tho river upon a scow and
made good his escape. Two small steamers
from up the river came about daylight to ih
landing. They took Floyd and some of his
men up the river. Forrest and his cavalry
esvojssl on horseback. The two steamers con-
tained Conf who were
dumped out upon shore. Then Floyd's men
board's I the boats. The conduct of himself
and Pillow was regarded as unsoldierly, and
was made tho subject of a searching investi-
gation from the Confederate government. In
an ollicial letter to the Confederate secretary
of war, Pillow thought that, considering the
sacrifices he had made for the Confederacy,
and "the largo and ilc'iident family ot
grown up an I unmarried daughters on his
hands," he had been very shabbily treated.

Of the forces engaged in this great light
there were of Confederates, nil told, some-
thing over r.'iKK); of Federals, 2T.OK). Tho
best estimate of the Confederate killed and
wounded makes them about 'J.oOO. Of the
Union forces the killed, wounded and missing
aggregated ",",'!.

The troops of Grant's army at DoneNon
were mostly western men, many of them
from Illinois and Indiana. One remarkable
fact in this light is tho number of men who
afterward liecame distinguished that took
part in it. Hundreds of men afterward
famous both in military and civil life fought
there on those fateful days.

f ' '(,, v I'
"BL'RIED wherk thkt fell."

Immediately after the surrender Grant.
MeClernand and Wallace were made major
generals. Grant's commission was dated Feb.
Pi, and he was immediately placed in charge
of the military district of west Tennessee.

Numliers of soldiers were buried on the
field where they fell. Some of their graves an
still to le svn. But of the earthworks' and
lines of fortifications at Donelson there U
scarcely a traie. Kven so from the hearts T

the contestants thut day have faded out the
trait-- of the lines which separated them.
Years ago Huckner forgave Grant. When
the northern commander was buri.sl, a year
and a half ago. prominent among the ail
lcarer, who walked with measured tr'-a- d be-

side the honored dead, were to le seen the
soldierly figure and strong, fine fa.-- of (ten.
Buckner.

In the lry of Donelson. material
hnve liem path-re- d from ninny H:n-ts-

, tint espe-
cially from oi.ii ml tlocum. nu pulilislied byth-Unit- ed

States povemment. from Jti.lpe Force'
twiolc. "From llennr to Cnrin'h," Loin's C'iril
War ia America, old Mrs of The New York Trib-
une and Harper's l of ib Wi'.
Tho ii!iitrstias are vuiedy from Jlr. Iimuhs
history


